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FOREWORDS. 

What a blessing it was, in old Days of Eomance, for a Christian King, 
beset by Turks, to have a beautiful daughter ! Of course all the young 
Princes and knights of Christendom pictured to themselves the lovely girl 
in distress, about to be sacrificed to a Heathen brute, and they at once 
resolvd to go and fight for her father, and marry her. They thus kild two 
— ^nay, three — ^birds with one stone : first, they fought for the Faith, and 
saved their souls ; next, they got a chance of the girl ; and last, of her father's 
Kingdom. War, Love, and Sovereignty, — what could a man want more ? 

Here, surely, was a good subject for a story; and so thought the 
Frenchman — David Aubert, or some one else^ — who wrote the original of 
the englisht romance (Harl. 326, ab. 1500 a.d.) told in the following pages. 
It is not a stirring narrative, for it's after the time when men really cared 
for fighting. In all the battles, no one is split in two ; no one has his head 
clean cut off at one swipe ; no one's back is broken ; no one's arm or leg 
even is chopt right off. All the old details of a combat are smotherd up in 
generalities. Folks* feelings and apprehensions are dwelt upon; and the 
repetitions are as frequent and as tedious as in Tory speeches against Home 
Kule. Still, the story is readable, and this it is in brief : — 

King AKour of Sicily is invaded and half-conquerd by the Turks. He has 
a lovely daughter lolante. To help them. Prince Philip of France steals 
away incognito from Paris, and falls ill in Toledo. When well, he proceeds 
to Sicily with one of King Alfour's generals, Ferant, whom he rescues from 

^ "Several copies of this Romance are in the Biblioth^ue Nationale, one of which 
(No. 6766) is described by Paulin Paris in Les Manuscrits Frari^oiSy tome i. (1836), pp. 
106 — 108. This French MS was transcribed at Hesdin in 1463 by David Aubert, librarian 
to Philip the Good, Duke of Burgundy. For an account of Aubert, see the description 
of vol. i. of Perceforest in Royal MS. 15. E. V. (under British and English Traditions), 
in the authorship of which romance he there (at f. 3) claims (p. 2) a share. It seems 
that he makes a similar claim in the MS of the * Conquestes du noble empereur Charle- 
maine * (see J. Marchal's Catalogue dcs MSS . . , de Bourgogne, Brussels, tome ii. p. 291) ; 
and it is conjectured by Gaston Paris {Histoire po4tique de Charlemagne , 1865, p. 96) 
that the whole authorship of the present Romance may not improbably be ascribed to 
David.Aubert."— H. Ward's Catalog, i. 782-8. 



vi Forewords, 

the Turks, when taken in his first battle, and also captures King Ferabras of 
Persia. On seeing Princess lolante, Philip falls violently in love with her. 

Also to aid King Alfour, a joint expedition of French, Scotch and Eng- 
lish troops, led by Prince David of Scotland, sails for Sicily, but is repulst. 
Afterwards a storm wrecks the allied fleet, and Prince David is saved from 
his Turkish foes, only by the mercy of Orcays, the Sultan's son, who soon 
sets him free, and sends him to Ferant and Prince Philip. They fight often 
with the Turks, and win, as Philip and David hearten the downcast Sicilian 
troops. Prince David falls in love with lolante too. 

Meantime, the third King's son, Prince Humphrey of England, steals 
away from England, also to help King Alfour. His ship is driven ashore at 
a Turkish town, and he is thrown into a dungeon. From this, he is freed by 
K. Ferabras of Persia, who has been temporarily releast by the Sicilians, and 
has promist to liberate Christian prisoners. By him. Prince Humphrey is 
enabled to join Prince Philip of France and Prince David of Scotland, and 
all three incognito,^ are servants of Ferant, and attend on Princess lolante, 
whom they all, of course, love. The Turkish prince, Orcays, who is taken 
prisoner, is also desperately in love with her. 

In one battle. Prince Philip is taken, and beaten till he bleeds, by the 
Sultan, but is rescued. At last the Sultan is slain. King Alfour — by the 
help of the Three Princes — recovers all his cities, drives out the Turks, and 
is made Emperor of Germany. 

War being over, the Three Princes go home, but return the next May as 
Kings — of France, England, and Scotland, — their fathers having died. 
They come back for the gi-and three-days* Tourney for the hand of Princess 
lolante. King Philip of France wins her ; and as the other kings have to 
be provided with wives. King Humphrey of England gives one of his 
beautiful sisters to King David of Scotland, and the other to the Sultan of 
Turkey ; while he himself weds the Sultan's lovely sister, who has foUowd 
her brother's example, and tumd Christian. There are grand wedding 
festivities; and the Emperor and Kings visit one another. King Philip 
gets Sicily after the Emperor's death. He and Kings Humphrey and 
David live happy with their wives, and have lots of fine children ; but 
Sultan Orcays dies soon, childless ; and his English widow comes back to 
England. 

For language, the text has not much interest — to me, at least. Finance'^ 
for 'ransom' (p. 20/39, 93/13, &c.); 'yngoodly' for excellent (p. 174/23), 

^ Prince Philip's incognito is * Le Despurveu ' till lolante changes it to * Le Surnome.' 
Prince David is * Athis,* and Prince Humphrey * Ector.' 

*•* This word is also used thus in the Romance of Partcnay, 1. 1 853. 



Forewoi'ds, vii 

* amegred ' = emaciated, Fr. amaigrir (p. 9/36) ; ' chapelet,' metaphorically 
(p. 25/1) ; * ensured' = trained (p. 10/18), and a few other words are note- 
worthy : see Mr. Thomas Austin's Glossary, where some interesting inform- 
ation, glossing Thucydides (IV. 135), will be found on p. 123/3. But Dr. 
Leon Kellner will deal with the Vocabulary, Syntax, sources, &c. in his In- 
troduction. He was to have edited the Text, — of which his Wife made an 
excellent copy for the Society, — but he was prevented by his revision of Dr. 
R. Morris's Historical English Accidence. I therefore had to take up The 
Three Kings* Sons, and here is Part I. Dr. Kellner has collated the English 
text with its French original in Paris, and hopes to give us Part II next 
year. Our knowledge of the existence of the English version is due to Mr. 
Henry Ward's admirable Gatalogtce of the Romances in the British Mtiseum, 
one of the best bits of work tha* any member of the Museum staff has 
ever tumd out. 

F. J. FURNIVALL. 

3, St (George's Square^ London, N. JT., 
Saturday midnight, 9 Sept. 1893. 




%\x{ ©hrit^ Siitp' ^o\m, 

[Harley 326, leaf 8. Tlie slight tags to final f and g are rtot pinnted], 

ftir the crucifiyng of oure lord Ibe.s*u crist, and that the After Christ's 
holy ciisten feitfi was magnified and augmented in alle 
the Keaumes that at this day be cristened / and that 
were founde in oure holy feitfi by the Apostells, and 
aftir by the holy doctoures / that same feith of oure 
lord IhesvL crist was so moche honoured and kepte that 
alle cristen Reaumes were in so good tran<[uillite and pees, that and wiien 
8 there was no warre a-monges them. Tl And m this tyme reigned a lamisareat 
kynge in ffraunce, of right excellent and grete reco>Mn.endaaon, 
whos name was Charles, and had weddid a right faire lady, charier tiie 
doughter to the kyng of Nauerne, whiche for liir vertues was so Fnmce.weds 
12 moche biloned and honoured of alle maner people thorughout the Naveme. 
Reaume, that more might no princesse be / The kynge and the 
Queue gouenied the Reaume in suche loue, pees, and concord, that 
the laude & praise therof sounded and spred oner alle the worlde, 
16 for neuer thei did nor suH'red, to their power, no creature to haue 

wrong nor violence ; and if any gentilman were disherite bi mys- They help 
fortune or eiiil gouernaunce of his fadir, or were in any maner trouble, 
mysery or trouble, thei wolde helpe and comfort hym, & do their 
20 deuoir to recouer hym ^his right, and suche honour as he was born [' leaf 8,bk.] 
vnto. And in like wise, if ther were any poure gen til woman 
frendles / thei wold helpe to mary hir / and so did they by Mar- n«d poor 
chauntes that were fallen in-to pouerte by Infortune : thei wold uiarry. 
24 releue them / and so wele thei did, fat by their merites the grace 

of god so largely abounded in them that thei had a sone / wherof At last tiiey 

, have a sou, 

thei were so ioifuti / that more they might not be ; and good cause 

had thei to be glad / for long it was or they had any / and at laste 

28 god sent them suche one as was bettir than any man can write of, 

aswele towarde^j god as to the world / and god had formed hym of the best pos- 
suche beaute, witte, trouthe and worthynes / and of alle condic/ons 

THREE kings' SONS. B 



Prince Philip of France grows up Wise mid Good, 



All the realm 
thank God. 



The Prince 
Ir christend 
Philii), 



Ir well 
brougltt'Op, 



[> leaf 9] 



and ffra\V9 
wiHer and 
belter till he 
is 19. 



Now 1 tnm 
to the King 
of Sicily. 



that to a kynge^ sone perteyne to haiie, not only for to goiierne that 
Eeaume / but for to haue had al that part of the world vndir his 
gouemaunce. Now may ye thynke wele / that at his birthe the 
kynge & the Quene, and alle the Eeaume, were gretly rcioised / and 4 
gave thankinges and preisynges to god, with general processions, 
doyng thorugh alle the Eeaume as bclongith to suche cas / and 
moche more were thei comfortid / that the Keaume shold be succeded 
by hym that came of that noble lyne / than of any othir cristen 8 
prince that they myght haue aftir the detli of their kynge. U It is 
to thinke^ that childe was cristened as to a kynges sone bilongeth / 
and he was named Philip. 11 Of his norture & of his kepyng in 
his childhode / it is to thynke^ also that he was diligently kepte / 12 
and whan he was paste vij. yere age / he was putte in the handes of 
notable knyghtes / whiche were chosen by the kyng and his counsett: 
for the most noble of the Reaume, bycause that by them he shulde 
be induced in alle good maners & comlicions ; for at that tyme / the 16 
sones of kynges and of grete princes aftir that age were put in the 
handes of the moos^t notable knyghtes and worthi men / that the 
kynges or princes had in their lond / for bicause that the con- 
dicions of princes may many tymes auaile and helpe to the comon 20 
wele / and that princes wele condicioned may make and restore a 
desolat Reaume / and the contrary may put the moost noble and 
myghti Reaume in captyuyte & wrecchidnes. 11 Wherfore it befil 
that this yonge Philip, the kynges sone, was so wele & honorably 24 
norisshed to god-ward and to the woiide / that alle thei of the 
Reaume, grete and litle, loued hym as moche as fadir myght loue 
the childe / and with all this was ^he the moost faire creature that 
any hert coude deuise / and the moost amyable pe?'sone to beholde / 28 
that they that beheld hym, consideryng the maner & condicfons 
werwith he was enewred / coude neuer be satisfied in beholdyng 
hym, so moche thei desired it / and more and more multiplied and 
grewe in hym witte, trouth and curtesie / so long til he came to the 32 
age of xix. yere, in such perfecion as I haue tolde you / so moche 
biloued and so moche honoured / that vnnethe was there any v^ithyn 
the Reaume that coude be wele content without they had seyn hym 
su?wtyme of the yere. H Now shal I leue of a while to speke of 36 
hym til tyme shal be / and shal speke of the kyng of Syzile, whiche 
was at that tyme the next Reaume vnto the mysbileuers and 
enemyes of the feith / the whiche suifrid for the feith of Ihesu crist 

1 Bear in mmd, remember. 




K. Alfour of Sicily and his Q. Sybil Jiave a lovely girl, lolaiite. 3 

nioche peyne and duresse / he and alle tlio of his Eeaume / yn-so- 
moche that they were brought to the vttirmost poynt of tliere 
destruccion / sauf that god sent them socours / like as ye may here 
4 ferther yn this present Boke. [luuminathn: a weodinff.^ 

Ow seith the tale / that than was there a kyug yn that kihj? Aifour 
Eeaume named Alfour, a valaunt knight, and gretely 
loued & dred god / and kepte his eommaundementes as- 
8 ^ moche as any prince might, and so shewed it wele ; for to 

sustene the feith / put he his body many ^tymes in auenture / and p leafg.bk.] 
shedde his blode in diue^-se batailles. U This kynge was to mary / 
and, — for to liaue comfort and helpe ayenst the niisci*eauntes / that (i" order to 

' r J / . get help 

12 niicht and day made him warre, aswele the Turke as otliir/ hoLling «»fir»>J"»t the 

^ • ' / o heathen) 

the dampnable feith of iMachoumete, — ^had counsel! of his princes 

and Barons to aske to wif the doughter of the kyng of Spavne, named mV^ for 

Sybille / And the kyng of Spayne was called Albors, and had to bu.of Spain 

1 6 wif the doughter of the kynge of Portyngale / and it was concluded k. Aibow). 
by the hole counsel! of the Beaume / that in asmoche as the kynge 
of tfraunce had no doughter / that this was the moost myghty place 
for the k}Tige of Sizile to be alied with / to haue helpe and comfort 

20 for to sustene his warres. H Xow then were notable messangera 
sent forth / and thei labored so that, by the kynge of Spayne, his 
doughter was agreed & yeuen to the kynge of Syzile ; wherof all his 
Keaume was right ioifuH, and trusted by tho seide kynge of Spayne 

24 to be gretely socoured and holpen. 11 Now was this lady dclyuerd 
to the Ambassato?^i'8, whiche brought hir in-to the Reaume of Sizile, 
wher-as she was resceyued with falle giete honowr / the kynge 
maried hir with right grete ioie / and withyn litle while she was and weds her. 

28 with Childe / wherof the Keaume was gretly reioised / abidyng the 
grace of god til it came to the tyme of .ix. monethes ende / that she 
was deliuerd / and had a doughter whiche was cristened and named she has a 

lovely (firlf 

lolante. whiche was in hir daies the fairest lady of the world / best loiunte, 
32 condictoned and the best biloued ; & not without cause / for in hir 
were all the noble vertues that might or ought to be comprised in 
so high a prynccsse / and to reherce fenhir J. passe o\iir / for I haue 
neithir witte nor tonge that suffiseth therto / ffor in hir tyme she 
36 passed in beaute and vertu all that part of the worlde / for all- the moBt 

*^^ ^ . ' benutlfulin 

though the kynge hir ffadir were so good a prince & so valiaunt a »'»«* r"Vd"^ 

knyght / yit was the Reaume more susteyned and aided by a hundird 

"paH for hir sake than for his, for the pite that eueri body had of 

40 the destrucceon of such oue as she was / And whan she came to 

B 2 



4 King Alfour afterwards seelcs help, and gets it for lolantes sake. 

the age of .xiiij. yere / hir renone was so grete tliat it spredde 

K. Aiborg thorugh the worlde. And yif the kynge hir ffadir wold haue yeueu 

joiante to a hir to tlie gfcte Turke for his eldest sone, he might haue had peas 

for hym and aH his Reaume ; but be wold in no wise be agreable 4 

therto, for he was so verry parfit goddys knyght, that he had leuer 

and in then so a diede / And thus eueri day encreasid his warres / and his losse 

warrd ii)f uinst 

[} leaf 10] grewe more and more; but vigorously, and ^as a valiaunt knygRt, 
he ditfendid his Keaume so long, til his tresour was nygh dispendid / 8 
and his Reaume at the poynt of perdicton, his noble men anien- 
tiiat lie lias ysslit be the warres, in-so-moche that he was fayn to sonde to alle 

to a«k help . i -i i / • 

fromuu cristen kynges, to asserteyne hem what cas he was yn / requiryng 
kings. hem in the name of oure loide Ihesu criste / that, forto mayntene his 12 

holy feith / they wold socoure hym & helpe hym. U Kow trewe it 
was that many notable knighted, that had no waiTes in the cristen 
Reaumes, disported them thorugh diuerse Reaumes / wherof many 
passid by the Reaume of Sizile / and whan thei vndirstcde the 16 
waiTes that were there / some of them coiitynued stillo there / and 
some retowrned in-to their contrees / to abile them self for the warres 
Frencii and whiche wore dispuruaide there / wherof there were diuerse knyghtes 

other knijfhts ^ *i. -1/% 

aiHobegtbi- of ffraunce / aswele as of othir contrees / that were come out of the 20 

aid for Sicily, ' . . , ' 

Reaume of Sizile / & euerich exorted gretly their kynge or prince, 
vndir whos obeisaunce thei were, to entreprynse the viage, & shewed 
them the grete pite that was of the Resume, & of that faire & good 
lady the kinges doughter / of whom eueri man seide more welc than 24 
othir / and for the pite & loue that many had of hir / thei abode ful 
long in the kynge^j seruice at their owne charge, for he was not of 
power to sowde them / the Reaume was so gretely empouerysht / 

thus for hir loue had he tlie seruice of many a noble knyght. 28 
Hies tidynges were opende & knowcn thorugh aU cristendome 
to alle kyngt'g and prynces / yn so moche / that there was 
and the mat- daily grete speche therof yn euery Court, Seyng that the reaume of 
about at evety Sizile was nygh lost without any socours, whiche was to grete a 32 

Court. 

pite that so valiaunt a prince / and so noble a Reaume, & so grete, 
so faire & so good a lady, shold so be destroied by the myscreauntes, 
which was to grete a shame to all cristen Reaumes, seeiig the litle 
seruice they did to god, wherthorugh they dred that god wold 36 
vttirly be displesid / All thies thingea were often deuised in eueri 
Court / but for aU that / was noon that adressed hem, neither to go 
nor to sende any socours. U ye haue lierde here*to-fore the mauer 
& condicions of Philip the sone of the kynge of ffraunce / that was 40 
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The French King, Charles, objects to help King Alfour, 5 

the yong man of the worlde that moost loued & dred god. This ''^ 

viajre of Sizile herd he often spoken of, and many tymes wolde he Prince PiiiUp -^ 

. 1 urges 1)18 ^ ^ 

speke to his ffadir, and meue him as ferre as he durst, to sende som *a">ei*. k. / 

*^ ' Chnrles, ' 

4 socours to this poure kyng of Sizile / and besougfit hym to be ware toheipthe 
of godded displeasir, ^remembryng the grete wele / god had yen en ^^^^^^* 
hym / the Ileaume, & the grete possession that he helde / the tran- 
quillite and peas that was in his Reaume / and he to do no thyng " 
8 in the seruice of hym that had yeuen him alt that / and though ' ^ 
there were noon othir thinge but pite / that aught to meue eueri '^ 
prince to the socours of so honorable a kynge and so faire a lady. '^ 
Tims many tymes & ofte the right noble sone of the kynge of 

12 ffrauTice amonested his fadir, & so long fat fe kynge was con- 
streyned to answere him, seyng thiese wordes / "my sone, .1. 
knowe wele / that in this that ye exorte me to do socours to the 
kyng of Sizile, cometh of an high and a noble corage, wherof I am 

16 rij'ht fflad & wele content / but y must remembre agein the charge ButK. 

" ° . Charles 

of this Reaume, the payne and trauaile that .1. hane had, and haue, makes ex- 

cuses: 

to kepe & mayntene it in good peas / for many grete prynces & 
lorde« holde of me / that somtyme by enuy and presumpc/on 
20 wold rebelle and reise werre / wherby the Reaume shold gretly it would in- 

. . . ^ J jure France, 

be empeired / but by grete iustise that y haue alwey kepte, & euer 
ehal to my power, wherfore it neue?* yit bifelle so, ne neuer shall, 
yif god be pleasid. And be sure I haue remembrid this matier ful 

24 ofte, and fayn wold do suche seruice as might be to god agreable / 
but I wote not how, for yif .1. shold sende any of my blode / the 
remenaunt that be of estate wold haue enuy ther-ate / and othir sUr up envy 
kynges and princes that wold go vndir me wold not go vndir them / noWes, 

28 & thus the seruice that y shol[d] do to god might litil profit or 
nought / And yif y shold go in myn oune persone / the Reaume that 
god bath yeue me to kepe shold be without a gouemowr / for ye be 
but yonge yet / and thus at my comyng ageyn / yif euer it pleased 

32 god I shold retowme, I might lightly fynde my Reauine empeired 
and divided in such maner that it might be grete damage to vs 
bothe, & to the comon wele / wherof we sholde come to late to 
repentaunce. And yif y sholde sende you forth / take hede hou 

36 other kyng<?s and princes wold be content to go vndir you & in 
yoMr company / but rathir might growe enuy / wherof might falle to 
you such mysauenture / that y had leuer f^od sende me the dethe / risk the 

, , 1 . • 11 ^11 1 r J. - Princeslife; 

ye knowe wele that in you is att my trust / and the only comfort of 
40 this Reaume, and for this y wol that ye haue no lenger hope nor 



6 King Charles will not helj) the King of Sicily, No one else docs. 

desire to go, nor entreprynse this viage / for and I knewe any man 
withyn my Reaume, were he neuer so gret, that wold yeiio you any 
[» leaf II] coiinseH or ^comfort theryn, he sholde dye for it, as he that wele 
had dese^-ued it, for he shold take out of this Reaume the grace 4 
that god hath yeuen vs / that is, to haue an heire male aftir my 
nndifiiewas daies, whiche is ynough to the pleasir of all the Reaume / By whos 

kUd, Prance ' Jo r /J 

would be losse this Reaume sholde be more desolate / then that of Sizile ; not 

more iiesolate ' ' 

tiian Sicily, by the ennemyes of the feithe, but be enuy & warre of grete 8 
princes marchers vnto this Reaume, whiche thinge may lightly by- 
falle for lakke of Justice and good gouernaunce. Rut y trust yn 
god that, of his grace, aftir my daies ye shall guyde this Reaume as 
wele as y haue don, & better / if it please hym to yeue you lif, 12 
whiche is the thyng in the worlde that y moost desire / therfore, 
yif ye haue had any desire a-fore this to take on you that viage, 
lete it passe out of yowr mynde / for my hert can neuer be agreable 
The King of thcrto / yc sc also othir cristen princes, in especial! the kynge of 16 
not help his Suayne, whos douditer the kynse of Sizile hath maried, in trust to 
haue helpe & comfort of hym / yit y can not vndirstonde that he is 
any thyng comforted by hym. Beholds o that othir side, The 
kyng of Inglond hath a sone, right wele condic^oned as men say / 20 
and of age to entreprynse suche auentures / & he hath .ij. faire 
doughters, wherby he is comforted that the Reaume shalt not out 
nor does the of the lyne / & he knoweth thies tidynges aswele as y do / yit can 
laud y here no worde that he any thynge pwruaieth to the socours of the 24 

kynge of Sizile / Beholde / ferther, the kynge of Scottes, that hath 
.iij. sones, wherof / one is in the age of Armes, wele norisshed & 
condictoned, as y vndirstonde / & wele may ye wite that he hath 
or the King thies tiilvnge* aswele as othir / and he doth nothynge ther-to, and 28 

ofScothind, "^ *=* ' .... 

yet is he the kynge that hath leste excuse, sith he hath .iij. sones, 
as it is saide / and yif he wold sende forth one of them / and sende 
vnto the kynge of Inglonde and to me / y wote wele that for to do 
seruice vnto god / ther is noon of vs two but wolde aide therto 32 
or the Em- vuto ourc power. Sc ferther, also the Empe?'OMr, that sholde be 

Deror 

the verry trewe defence of the Churche, & sustenaunce / and the 
right arme that aught to be defender / and y can here no thyng 
that he doth to the socours, helpe or comfort of the kyng of Sizile. 36 
Then I, that am ferre from the marches, <fe of noon acquey[7i]taunce 
nor alliaunce, shold be the first premeuer or exorter to enterprynse 
or any Ger- the viage, it accordeth not. Beholde thorugh all almayne, where as 

man prince. ^ o J > 

SO many grete princes be, whiche of theym presenteth hem forward / 40 



K. Charles gives his Son Philip an evasive Answer, 7 

whan I fynde any that ^this Viage wol take vpon theym, & they p if.ii.bk.] 
seude to me, seurely y shal do seruice to god to my power ; but tyl movej^, 
that tyme I wol not entremete me ther-with." ^ This yonge win aTno-* 
4 Philippe, vndirstondyiig the woi-des of his ffadir, consideryng ' "^* 
that they were resonable, dredyng his displeasir, answerd hym 
litil, seyng al sobrely / "My lord, y know welt youre causes be Prfnoe Phuip 

ftllSWfilTB Ills 

good & resonable / hut and eueri Prynce be of that opinion / the fatiier's ob- 

8 socours ys like to come to late to the good kyiige of Sizile. Where . 
nedith to be sought a gretter prynce or a better gouernour than he 
is / yif it pleased yowr grace to sende him of youre folkys. and and urpea 
yif ye thinke ther sholde growe any enuy to sende them in the k. Aifour. 

12 conduyt of a grete lorde / put hem then in the gouernaunce of 
kiiyghte«, suche as be notable, & preued wise and worthy; and 
yeue them in charge to do what the kynge wil co??tmaunde them / 
and thus shal thei be sure of a good Capteyne / And than shal 

16 there be no cristen prynce but that may and aught to make of you 
his mirro?(r & example to do as ye haue don, to fe wele of aii: 
cristendome, wherof the honour shold be doubled in you, yn- 
asmoche as ye were the first meuer & begynner therof." 

20 f llHe kynge, consideryng the wordes of his sone, thought hem K.charies 

•/<=» o puts his son 

trewe <fe right honorable / al-though he had no wille therto / off: 




yit answerd hym thus : " my sone, youre seyng is good and 
laudable, & I wol remembre it / and take auyse vpofi youi exorta- says he'ii 

' , . think about 

24 ct'on." The right noble sone of the kynge was wise, and knewe it» 
anoon / that this was but a meane to be delyuerd of hym, & that 
he had no wille to entende to this matter : & thus moornyng, pensif Prince Phiiip 

. goes, griev- 

and right soroufult, he departed fro hym / & went to his chambre, tng, 
28 where-as were many noble folkes; and he withdrewe hym in-to to Ws room, 
an Inner chambre with suche as pleasid hym / and made one rede 
holy stories and lyues of Seynte«, S€?niauntes to the cristen feith / 
wher-by he sawe the paynes and trauailes that the holy Apostells 
32 and Martirs had sofred to gete the pe?*durable glorie. Sone aftir he 
went ayen in-to his Chambre, where-as he founde many yonge 
lorde«, sonys to the grete princes and grete lordes of the Reaume / 
that had be brought vp of childhode weth hym, whiche caused 
36 bitwene him and them a verry naturel loue ; and they exorted hym wiiere Ws 

young fHends 

to speke to the kynge for this Viage of Sizile, whiche they knewe urge the 

^ •^ ° . . Sicilian enter- 

for trouthe that ouir alle thynge he desired; & gladly eueri man prise on him. 
meueth his maister of suche matiers as moost may please hym / 
40 Also eche of 2 theym was of the age to here Amies / and ouir aH: P leaf 12] 
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thjTig desired to be at that viage / and often saide to their maister / 
" yif ye myghte haue this viage, ye shold haue al the sute of the 
world / for eueri man wold be ioifutt to put hym vndir you. Ector 
of Troie nor Alisaundre had neuer the renonie that ye shold haue 4 
Prinr« aftir yowr dethe " / This yong philippe, heryng dayly thies wordes, 

Pliilip says -."t, i. 

little, knowyug the kynges pleasir contrary, answerd lesse than he was 

wont to do, wherof they that spake to hym of fe matier were 
abasshed, & thought in hem self that he was not so bote ther-yn as 8 
he had ben bifore / but for trouthe he was more ardamit in his 
mynde than euir he was. Thus euerichon departid, for it was tyine 

but in bed to go to slepe. This yong prince beyng in his bedde, contynuelly 

thinkyng on the worde<< that he had hadde with liis ffadir / aftir 12 
came liim to remembraunce the stories he hadde herd redde a litle 
bifore his going to bedde / callyng to mynde also / the paynes that 

reflects on the be in this world / hou myghti a kyiig someuer he be, here hath he 

vanity of ' *^° '' ^ ' 

eartiiiyKiory.no surete in noon erthly thyng / but oidy of the kyngdom of 16 
heuen, that neuer hath fyne / thus he debated in him self, seyng 
thies wordes / " A, verray god ! y may do the no seruice / I haue 
the wille, but I haue not the power / I remembre the paynes / 
the seyntes of whom I rede to day endured to come to thy Eeaume. 20 
Alas ! y had neuea* payn for the / but alt wele and glorie / hou may 
y than acheue that crowne without ende / I am of thy grace 
abidyng on that is erthly / whiche right sone y may lese / for 
dethe shal make the departyng ; & than shall I haue no more 24 
possessioune nor part yn erthe than the porest in this Eeaume; 
wele cured were I, yif y might make a chaunge of that crowne that 
is mortell, for that whiche ys ymmorteH. So y pray the, very god, 
Hede8ii-e«to j)at of thy gracc thou wilt helpe me, though y may not nowe / that 28 
God's service, here-aftir this Reaume and I may be emploied in tliy seruice." 
After, he torned hym in his bedde, and said in this wise ; " what 
seruice mny y do / y haue no power but of myn only body, that 
neuer sawe no thyng, ne wote not what it is of Armes / ner neuer 32 
sawe company assembled, y am yong & but a childe ; what seruyce 
and to work, may .1. than do to god ? " / than seide he ageyn, " A, good lord / 
Saints, alone, tho that y redde of to-day, that sought the Keaume of heuen / ne 

did it not in grete company, but only with their owne propre 36 
bodies. It were they that sought the very parfit glorie, and god 
[1 If. i2,bk.] was suffised with the desertes of their owne bodies / wherfore alle 
to give up thynges ^ considered, y shaH put forth my body / and renounce alt 
to the Crown, the successiown fat in this world may befalle me, and for his sake 40 
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prorayse w^b/^ good liert to go vnto the seruice of the kyng of 
Sizile / and neuer to depaite til the warres be ended / or elhs y .ind fight for 
shaH: dye yn the defence of his reaume " / and thus vttirly con- 
4 cludid Phelip to departe, & to abandoune the Keaunie and aU his 
fi-endes / thynkyng yn hym self / hou to conduyte this matier 
that no lyving creature shold haue knowlage therof / ffor wele 
wist he that there was noman in alle the lieaume, and he knewe it / 
8 that durst concele it fro the kynge ; for lie was sure / and they did 
othirwise / they shold die; and therfore deterniyned he yn alle 
poynte« to entrepnse this viage without discoueryng of his entent 
to any lyving creature / considering wele that he had not ben 

12 accostomed to be alone / and that it shold be to hym right straunge / 
neuirtheles, for the loue of oure lord, he determyned to suffre & 
here paciently all paynes and troubles that he wolde sonde hym. 
In this determynac/on & pwrpose contynued Phelip the space of a 

16 Moneth and more / thinkyng on that besinesse / and did so that he He collects 
pwruaide hym of money y-nough to fynde hym .v. or vj. yere / 
trusting withyn that terme to fynde some good auenture / So it 
befel that on a Monday at night, the mone shone faire and clere, leaves Paris 

20 and he departid out of Paris ; and this was the xxij*!* da}'^ of fteuyrer / Feb. 22. wii'en 

lie 18 ZO} 

And his age was than xxv. yere / and at his dcimrtyng, he verrily 
promysed in his mynde neuer to be knowen what he was, til the 
warres were ffynysshed / and bettir for to couer hym self / he 
24 chaunged his name / & concludid to calle hym self " le despurucu " / and ciianKes 

i A 11011 11 i-i* '•'" iiunie to 

and passed so forth / & thought wele that whan his goyng was ^Lepegpur- 
knowen, that ouir all the marches men sholde seke hym, and in 
especiaH vpone the marches of Sizile, for this that many follies 

28 had knowen his desire thiderward ; & therfore he avised hym 
not to go that way, but rather drewe hym to the Reauine of 
Spayne ; for he thought / yn-asmoche as the kynge of Sizile had 
maryed fe kynge of Spaynes doughtir, there he sholde here more 

32 certevn tidynges ban in any othir Reaume / So rode he forth the He rides fast 

lo, / 1 11 1 to Spain, 

streight way towarde Spayne / yn so grete ha^te that he rode more 
in one day / than any of the best ryders the kynge his ffadir had / 
did in two / and rode so forth, aH-wey vnknowen, so long tyme til 

36 he came to Spayne / so sore chaunged & amegred that vnnethe any 
man myght him knowe / for he had not the lif / he had ben 
accostomed to / where-thorugh, y if god of his grace had not ^ the [} leaf is] 
better comforted & holpen him / he had newer depa?'ted out of 

40 Spayne alyue / alweis, what payne and trauaile so euer he had, he 
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toke it in pacience, for the loue of god. So fortuned hym to come 
to a Cite was named Towlette / where-as the kynge was / And 
for-asmoche as he thought there were folkes a-boute the kynge of 
alle nacions, as wele of ffi^unce as of otiiir / and perauenture suche 4 
as might lyghtly knowe hym / it thought hym good to fynde some 
secrete loggyng where-as he shold not be often seyen / and so, by 
the meane of a gentilman that he metto by the way / he was loggid 
in the hous of a noble Burgeis, one of tlie moost riche of the 8 
Towne / whiche had weddid the Aunt of that same gentilman / at 
whos request they loggid hym right wele, and made hym right good 
cliere / which felle wele for le Desp?^rueu ; for thei were good and 
notable folke«, & had a sone & a doughter of right grete and 12 
notable recowtmendacton, faire persones of good condicions, & wele 
and honorably norisshed / & withyn litle while that the Despz^rueu 
had ben there, the loued hym as their owne sone / & the sone & 
the doughter loued hym as their brother. And to the sone of the 16 
li*»us taught he such thynges of honour, that folkes meruailed to se 
hym so wele ensured / And the doughter taught he to syng / to 
harpe, & to play at the chtsse, and all such goodly th[y]nge« as 
bilonge to a gentilwoman of honour. 11 IS'ow felle it so / that 20 
while he was in this reste aftir his grete tmuaile, whiche he was 
not accustomed to / bifelle hym a grete sikenesse, that alle tho that 
sawe him iuged in hym no thyng but dethe / and durid in hym 
more than half a yere / so that he might neuer rise of his bedde, 24 
whereby he was so moche empeired / that, & he had ben in the 
presence of his ffadir / he coude not know hym / and moche more 
greued hym his sekenesse / for it taried hym fro the seruice of god / 
than for any payne that he endured / but our lonle, in whos 28 
kepyng he had put hym, whiche wold not refuse his seruice /made 
hym to haue that sikenes / for othir wise might he neuer accom- 
plissh his desire vnknowen / there was so grete serche for hym yn 
eueri cristen Eeaume '/ for so grete sorowe was neuer seyn in no 32 
contre as was for his departyng, thorughout alle ffraunce. [iiium. is, bk.] 

THe tuysday in the mornyng, aftir the departyng of the 
kynges sone, came lordes, knyghtes and squyers, as they 
were accustomed to be at the risyng of their maister, & 36 
fouTjde not yit opyn fe chamber dore ; for on the nyght 
afore had he made alle the fulkes to avoide, as wele his chambrelayn 
as othir, seyng that he wold be that nyght alone / whereby they 
sui^posed that he had som lady or lentilwoman there / that he wolde 40 
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not haue knowen. Thus they alle retoumed ageyn in the mornyng 
to his Chambre dore, and there awated right longe, & durst luake 
no iioyse, for displeasir, till it was the hoiire of noone / nieruailyug 
4 grcttly that he was not stiryng, for he was not accustomed to be in 
his bedde at that tyrae. So concluded they that the Chambrelayn 
sholdf knokke at the dore / whiche he did all feref ully /but noon tiie cimmber- 

lain knocks 

answerd hym, wherof they meruailed gretly / and bode ther so at his door; 
8 long / that it passed two of the clokke / then worde came to tlie 
kynge therof, whiche meruailed gretly, and forthwith went in-to the 
grete chambre of his sones / and founde there many lordes, knyghte« 
and Squyers, that awaited on hym / of whom he axed " what may 

12 this be" / and they tolde hym the trouthe / wherof he was gretly 
abasshed, for neuer bifore had he founde his sone of suche demean- 
yng. So he went to the dore, and knokked? so loude as tough he so does King 
sholde liaue brokyn vp ^the dore / but no body answerd hym / p leaf u] 

1 6 whereof he toke grete displeasir, and made the dore to be broken Tiiey break 
vp / and fonde the Chambre al redy, and the bedde made / and n^ and find the 
body theryn ; wherof the kynge was sore ameruailed / & made to 
seche hym ouir all / but noon coude here of hym ; than sent he to 

20 the stabells, & fond that the best smatt hors that he had was goon / but the best 
that was the kynge plainly assured that he was not in the toune. the stable. 
And wele knewe he that his sone was not departed in this mauer 
to come sone ageyn / wherfore he toke suche sorowe that he felle in 

24 a sowne / and at last, whan he was releiied ageyn / he made the 
moost pitous regretted that any man might make / " Alas," quoth 
he, " my dere sone / what haue I forfete vnto you ? / ye haue put me 
to dethe without desert / for y haue loued you more than my self / 

28 ye were my ioie, my recomfort, and myn esperaunce / Alas /all this 
haue ye taken fro me / fat am yowr ffadir, & by this meane shal 
abregge my lif / I was he fat more gladly wolde haue died to 
haue lenghthid youre lif, than to haue lyued by youre dethe ; my 

32 trust was, that god had geue you vnto me for my grete ioie / but y 
se wele ye are come in-to this world for to abregge my dales / wold 
god y had agreed to youre request / touchinge the viage of Sizile / k. ciiaries 
yn-to whiche place I thinke wele ye be gon / but ye be so dis- heref«j»edto 

36 puruaide / that y thinke ye shal neuer perfourme half way, ^siciiy. 
seyng yowr sof te & tendre norisshyng / Alas, my frendea ! helpe to 
comfort a discomfortid / that calleth hym self at this day the 
moost wrecchid kynge that leuyth. Alas, my wiff ! whan ye shal 

40 knowe thies tidyugis, .1. haue grete drede hou ye shal here the 
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grete paynes that youre herfc shall suffre / "Now y requyre you, 
my freudes, enquere ouir aH, yif any lyuyiig creatwre be go:i 
with hym / for tlian sliold iny soroufult hert be in the lesse 
dispeire" / 4 

The Queen % T E may thiiike that whan the tidinrje^ came to the Ouene, she 

of France %/,, , /iir ^ f 

jfrieves for w had as moche sorowe / as the hert of any mod re sholde haue 

the loss of ■ , T 1 , 1 

her son. 1 tliat had lost suche a sone / for there was no lyuyng body 

that miglit recomfort hir / Hir sorow <fe hir compleint was more 8 
than y can deuise you. The kinge, and she, that gladly and by 
natural! reson shold coinforte eche one othir / they might vnnethes 
opyn their mowthes, but as folke^ ded & transitory. In like wise 
was the sorow so grete of alle suche as were there / for they entendid 12 

[1 If. 14, bk.] neither the kynge, neither ^the Queue, but rente their here, & 
made vnmesurable sorow, as folke^^ vtterly dispeired / 'J'he tiding^« 
spred ouir alt the Cite of Parys : there might ye here brayng & 
cryyng in al fe cite of all maner of folke^, grete & smale / there is 16 
HP man that can recorde the sorow that the Cite made / for they 
might no more make, though thei had lost on o day alle the frendes 
thei had / In like wise felle it thorough all the Eeaume of ffraunce / 
for ther was neuer noon erthly man more biloued than was this 20 
yonge PIieHp, the liynges sone / not only in the Keaume of 
ffraunce, but in alle othir Eeaumes that marched ther-to / whiche, 
whan thei herd the losse of this cliilde, thei made meruailous sorow / 
And wite for trouthe, that in the Eeaume of ffraunce was lost at 24 

The King is that hourc aH ioie, whiche dured as longe as his sorowf ull ffadir 

never after ' ° 

glad. lyued / for neuer aftir sawe he the thinge in the worlde that he 

moost loued / that was, his right dere sone, whiche was grete cause 
of shortnyng of his lif / ffor aftir his sones dep«?*tynge, coude he 28 
neuer here tidynge« of liym / for no serche he coude make. ^ Kow 

wijjie Prince geith the tale / that while Phelip lay thus seke in his bed at Tow- 

Philip 18 sick ' '■ •' 

ilisVjosS* ^^^^ / ^^^^^ fflorent^'ne, the daughter of his hoste, & hir brothir 

Fioreifune lohfi, oftcutymes woldc visite hym, and telle him the tidynges of 32 

teif him how *^^ Ecaumc of ffrauncc, how the kynges sone was lost / the renome 

from France. ^^^^ ^as of hym / the sorow that was for his loue. but, fynally, he 

neuer made semblaunt / that it touched him in any thynge. U So 

long contynued this te?'me, that it was passed half a yere sith he 36 

departed out of ffraunce, in somoch that the speche was alle lefte / 

and put yn forgetyng, of the losse of the kynges sone / at whiche 

He recovers, tyme he was in recoueryng, by the helpe of his good hoste and 

hostesse and their childre / and by that tyme was he al-most cute 40 
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of the drede of knowlage, by length of tyme and his grete sikenes. Thefireat 
% Now att this tyme contynued the wanes of Sizile : for the crete Ferabras of* 

J J y b Pernla subdue 

Tiirke and his brother ffernibras, kynge of Peerce, contynuelly half siciiy. 

4 enforced them to conquere the Eeaume, whiche was by that tyme 
more than half conquered / whereby the kynge of Sizile was con- 
streyned to sende to alle cristen princes for socours, takyng god to 
witnesse that, and that Keaufne were towrned to the mysbeleue / it 

8 was for lak of pite & helpe of theym, for witJiont socoure it was not yn 
his power to kepe it lenger / than such a day as he apointed by his 
writyng. II Thus sent he notable ^knyghtes, bothe to the Pope p leaf i5] 
and to alle other Reaumes / among whiche he sent vnto the kynge k. Aifour 

1111 i»i»T» sends Ferant 

12 of Spayne one of the moost notable knvsjht^s of his lieaume /toaHkheip 
whiche was named fTerant / and was his Senesshan. and he had a borsof spain. 
Brother, right a valiaunt man / whiche had in gouernaunce part of 
the frontiers ayenst the ennemyes of the feith / and right honourably 

16 demeaned hym there, ^ Now fferant depa?*ted out of Sizile yn-to 
Spayn, and spede so wele his iourneis that he came to Towlett^ 
"where-as he founde the kynge, whiche resceyued hym with right 
grete honour, <fe loggid there as the Despwrueu was, that by tlian 

20 was wele recouerd. & whan he knewe the cause of fferante^ comyng / 
it reioised hym more than aH: the goold in Spayne coude haue done / 
tnistyng to become his se^'uant / and to go with hym in-to Sizile / 
than felle he in acqueytaunce \viih hia folke^* / whiche had so grete 

24 loue vnto hym, for the .c;rete weles that they sawe in hym / that they prince piinip 
brought hym in acqueyntance with their maister, whiche was right Feraut, 
glad of his company. Ifor so wele demeaned hym, le Desp^^rueu, to 
fferant / and alle his men / that he was gretly desired of them alle to go 

28 in-to Sizile with them / But ouir alle othir, fferant desired hym moost / 
wlierof le Despwrueu was as glad as any man might be / for it was the 
thynge yn the erthe that he moost desired. Thus is the Despwrueu 
be-lel'te with fferant / thinkyng verrily to vse part of his youth yn 

32 the warres for the loue of god. II Now seith the tale, that fferant 
bode at the Cite of Towlette til that he sawe wele his abidyng there 
might litil p?'(?fithis maister / for he sped in substau?ice nothing that 
he came for / wherfore he toke his leue of the kynge, & retowrned in- and leaves 

36 to Sizile / and le Despwrueu, his newe se?'naunt, with hym / for whos him, as his 
departyng / his hoste & his hostesse toke fismoche sorow as, and he had 
be their sone / and cursed the houre that the knyght of Sizile came in- 
to that contre / thus depa^-ted fferant the Senesshalt, right sorowfull 

40 of that he hath no better spedde, & emploiede his iouiney / til that 



14 They reach Sicily, aTid tlie Heathen Host approojch them. 

he approclied tlie Reaume of Sizile, auisyng alwey his newe se?-- 
uaunt / consideryng witbyn hym self / his persoiie, his beaiite / his 
mailer, his humbles / >vherof he was moclie anieruailed / for he 
wende not that yn the body of any one man might haiie ben so 4 
many vertues to-gedir / So thought he wele / that if he had as 
moche worthynesse and prowes as he had persoiie & maner, he shold 
be the moost perfit thiiige that euel* god made sith tyine of his 

[Mf. i5,bk.] passion. II And yit ali ^were it that he were not valiauiit yn 8 
armes, yit were he worthy to serue any kynge, for it is litle seen 

Ferant and that alle vertucs be complete in one man. Thus rode thoy forth so 

Prince PhiUp *• " 

reach Taprey longe til lie eiitred in-to the Eeaume of Sizile / and lootretl hym the 

ill Sicily. ^ i on j 

fii-st night in a Towiie called Taprey, of the whiche, Olyuer, brother 12 
to Ifei-ant, was Captayne / and for the moost part was abidyng ther / 
K. Ferabraa, ffera)>race, biotlier to the Soudan, was yn an other Towne but .iiii. 
brother, is leeges thciis / that was named / ffoundey, whiche he had co?«quered 
leagues off, ypon tlic kyiig of Sizile / fferant was trauailed <fe wcry, & purposed 16 
to I'est hym tlier with his brother a seiienight or a fourtniglit / And 
soiie after he was come / the tidynge^ were knowen to ffer.ibmce, 
kyiig of Perce / whiche seide to his folke«, ** It were il don of vs yif 
we went not to se fferant that is retownied fro Spayn / and he is witit 20 
his brother, oure neighbore / & so, if we might take any prisoner, we 
shold knowe of alle their tidynges / fferant is a valiant knyght, y 
doute not / if he reste longe vnsought of vs, wet/i-oute he haue the 
gretter besinesse he woH come bifore vs / wherfore it shalbe good for 24 
vs to go tliidir to-morow. To this counseile, accorde alle they that 
were with hym / for the ceason was faire & plesaunt / It was than 
and marches, yn the ciitrc of Aprilc / tlius as they concluded, they did / for full 
men, to Ta- erly in the moriie they departed from that place with a ij. M*. 28 
feighters, holdyng their wey streight to the place where as fferant 
and his brother were / and whan tliei were nygh there / they 
departed in two : yn the tain part / was kynge ffembrace / and the 
tothir was a nigh kynnesman of his / when the warte espied the 32 
fforeriders, he blewe a Trompet / and fferaunt rose vp / & went to 
the yate, where as he fou?ide his brother aH redi, to whom he seide / 
" Brothir, this course is made for me / and for to take som of oure 
Ferant will folkes to kucwc of my tidynges ; but, y pray you, lete no man go 36 
them. oute / for y knowe for troutho that he hath moche people / and ye 

haue not in this Towne passed v. or vj. hundred feightyngmen / 
and therfore lete them be, for the entrepriae of enemyes is euer 
vnprofitable " / Olyuer, that was a full good man of warre, seide to 40 



PHnce Philip fights gallantly in his first Sldi^riish, ] 5 

his brother / " ye sey troiithe," and m.ide to shitte the yates fast / 

wherof many were right sory / ami oiiir alle othir Le Despwrueii, Prince piiiUp 

is sorrv 

that hath herde the wordes a foresaide, and was redy armed, and 
4 on horsbak, desiryng to haue seyn som dedes of Amies / wherof he 
had neuer no thinge seyn / ^whan he sawe this conchisioi)) / he set p leaf lo] 
vp his hor8 / and went vp to the walles and sawe the fEoreridei-s, but goes «» 

1 • 1 1 • 1 <• 1 / 1 <• 1 1 -1 on the walls, 

whiche was but right a fewe people / wherof he had grete meruaile 
8 that 80 litle compaignie durst come so nere where so many a good 
man was / Aftir this, that so Jong tyme currowrs had be bifore 
the place, & sawe that ther wold no man come oute / they sente 
the kynge worde therof , desirynge to knowe his pleasir / The kynge, 

12 heryng thies tiding^s, concluded to come bifore the place to shewe 
his puissaunce / than brake he oute with bothe thembusshementei?, 
and came yn ordenaunce bifore the place / Le Despwrueu, seeng ana sees tiie 
this compaignie, thought wele that he was ^vith a notable & a wise Turks and 

IG niaister / & that he had grete fore-sight yn suche case / ffor he sawe 
where thembusshmente^? departed yn dyuers compaignies / and 
enviroinid the towne as they wolde haue bisieged it / fferant and 
his brother, seeng the Turq?/es thus disseuerd in diue^-se com- 

20 paignies, purposed to gyue them a scarmyssh at one of the yates / 
where-as the leest compaignie was, thinkynge wele that the moost 
parte of the kyng(?s people wolde drawe thiderward / and whan it 
were so, he wold issue out and set vpon the kynge, there his baner 

2 Ik was / thus as y haue deuised was don. they began to scarmyssh / with them 
and the crie aroos, & eueri man drewe thiderward, so that the kynse ^k'""?"!!,' 

' > J o and K. Fera- 

was but with fewe accompaiguied. And than fferant & his Brothir ^"JJ f*^"^ 
made open the yate / and came alle on a frussh out of the Towne *">op«- 

28 so egrely and with suche force that, wold the kynge or not / he 

was fayne to lese his place & to withdrawe hym shamefully / and He is driven 
had at the same encountre of his men slayn moo then vj/^, at 
whiclie io?tmey auaunced hym self le Despwrueu a fore alle othir / and and Prince 

32 did so wele in amies that alle that euer sy hym & knewe him of gallantly, 
liis p«rte, were gretly encoraged therby / and blessed them for the 
meruailes tiiat thei sy him do yn his arines ; and his enemyes were 
as moche abasshed & confused by his prowesso. the mooste parte of 

36 the folketf knewe hym not / but only they that he was come in 
compaignie w/t/i, out of the Eeaume of Spayue / many went to 
fferant to telle him the grete memailes that his se?niaunt Le Des- 
pwrueu did / wherof he was ioif ull, and praied alle theym that tolde to Fenmt's 

40 tliies tidynges / that they . wold drawe toward hym / and do him 
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helpe <fe socours, yf nedo were. The crio <fe the noise aroos on alio 
[1 ir. i6,bk.] pa/'lies so nioche / that the Turques w/t/<drewe ^tlieym alle to the 
mUy, ^ ' kyuge to socoui*e hyni / and whan they were assembled to-gedre / 

thei were a right grete puissaunce / as yn regaixle of theym of the 4 

Towne / the tuo Brethre sawe welle it was tynie to withdrawe / 
atuUheChriH- and made a trompet to hlowe retreet on alle paHies, & made their 
sound n re- peoplo to withdrawe. But le Despwrueu, that neuer had be yn cure 

with suche thinges, made no semblaunt to withdrawe hym / but 8 
But Prince defoudid hym & assailed his enemyes alwoy stille so long, that 

Philip fights ^ , * , , / 1 

o«. tferaunt hym self was const reyned to fecche hym / and put hym 

forth a-fcre hym / and? bade hym aH: angrely / to withdrawe hym / 
and fferant had taried so longe for the seching of his seruaunt, that 12 
his enemyes presed so fast / that almoost they had enterd the 

Ferant, In barcrs, and had closed yn fferant aH: a-boute. Le Despwrueu, seyng 

helpin); htm, ••/, . 11 «• #11 i» • 

In Uiken this / kuowmg welc that this auenture was falle to his maister by 
the Turks, hyui, had leuer haue diede than faile his maiste?*, <fe retowrned his 16 
hors, and smote in-to the thikkest of the prees \yiiJi suche ire and 
force / that he that mette w«t/* his fufl stroke ouirthrewe / & did so 
wele that he came to theym that had taken his maister / and smote 
yn amongei? them / and by his grete worthy nesse deliuerd the place 20 
saue of the kynge to whom men had deliuerd his maister / whiche 
ill no wise wold lete him go / yit at the last he might not chese / 
for Olyuer, that sawe his brother taken, & the grete amies that le 
Despwrueu did, assembled his {'oXkcs ageyii, and retonrned aH: at ones 24 
in suche wise & witJi suche vigo7er, that, wolde the Turqwes or not/ 
thei lost grounde / Le Despt^rueu, seyng that the cristen men wan 
Prince Piiiiip placc aiid approchcd nere / and that he rescowed his maister / kiiewe 

rescues Fe- ,i, iii'i i ii'ufo'^o 

rant, wele the kynge that was iier^', aud toke his hors by the bridle / & 2o 

captures K. oatc liis hcdc viidir his avme / and by might drewe the kynge fort^, 
wliedir he wolde or no / and delyuerd liym tj his maister / that 
forthwith sent hym yn-lo the Towne / and co?>imaunded that eueri 
man sholde withdrawe / And toke his seruaunt by the bridle, & 32 
ledde hym forth wiih hym. The kyiiges folkes, seyng the losse of 
their maister, & the grete vigour of the cristen men / were so abused 
and tiiey that they made but litle prese / And thus rcto<«rned the cristen in-to 
Tabrey? *' the Towuc aH at their ease. It is to thinke,^ that Le Despwrueu was 36 
not the first that entird / for it annoied hym moche that it dured no 
lenger / for it semed hym the moost grete pleasir that euir he was at 
[s leaf 17] yn aH liys ^lif / hou-be-it / that by his harneis and hys body it 

' bear in miiid. 
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shewed wele that he had not ben idle / nor also rigfit amyably 
delte wt't/i, for in many places the blode ranne out of such hurtes as 
he had / Anon as they were entird in to the Towne, the brigge was 
4 drawen / and folkes ordeigned on the walles to kepe theym / Le 
Despwrueu, when he had conveid his maister to his loggyng / he went 
to bis Inne / and vnarmed him / and leide hym downe on a bedde. Prince Philip 

' , ' "^ unarmft anil 

IT The Turques seeng their kynge prisoner, & many of their folkes goes to bed. 
8 ded and taken / it semed them that bifore that Towne thei might 
litle profit / But many thought it was better to abide til they knewe 
the pleasir of the Soudan / to whom they sent the trouthe of thies The Turks 

*^ . ' '^ wait for the 

tidynges, & thought it was nede for them to take good kepe aboute suitan's 

•^ ® ' ° or order before 

12 the Towne / that the kynge were not had a-way ; for yf the Soudan raising the 
wolde hastly come & set a sege ther / he might lyghtly haue ageyn 
his brother / thus as they concluded, they did / and loggid them bi- 
fore the Towne / abidyng an answere of fe Soudan. IT Now 

16 retoume we to fferant fat was at his logging vnarmed / right ioifult 
of the good auenture that was bifallen hym / and than went he to 
the kynge / that be than was also vnarmed / & made as good chere 
as he coude after the auenture that was fallen, for wele trusted he 

20 sone to be socoured / Ouir aH the Towne was ther no knyght, au the 

T-i » 1 iiiiii?i townsfolk 

Squyer, lady, nor lentil woman, riche ne pore / but that spake of le praise Prince 
Despwrueu ; of his grete noblesse, of his persone, and of his maner ; 
& all gaue hym the preise & loos aboue alt othir / seyng that it 
J 4 came hym of grete corage / whan he sawe his maister taken / that couraj?e in 

° J 1 . • / rescuing his 

he allone so mightily a-mong so moche people rescowed his maister / Master, and 
and ar any man came at hym / so valiauntly toke the kynge Ferabras 
prisoner / there was neuer noon sawe yn one man more worthy- 

J8 nesse shewed in a day / his enemyes fled his strokes, & they on his 
part had ioie and recomfort / and the leest hardy became valiaunt / 
& were encoraged by his prowesse. IT Suche wordes and semblable 
were spoken of hym thourgh ali the Towne, of grete / meane & litil. 

J2 U Now is fferant with his prisoner, and welcomed hym, and did Perant treats 

^ ' 1 , Ferabras 

hym alt the honour and pleasir that any man coude do his prisoner, well, 
comfortyng hym, seyng that by hym / and by his good meanes, a 
pees sholde be made bitwene his brother and the kynge of Sizile, & 

(6 ^he trusted that for that cause god had ordeyned hym to haue hym p if.i7,bk.] 
prisoner / for wit^ut grace of god ne might it haue ben / for this 
he knewe for trouthe / that he that had taken hym / had neuer 
Bene swerde drawen bifore in bataile / and yit was ther no leuyng 

:0 man / that moost had vsed the warres coude more haue done / whe^- 
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by aH men might knowe / that it was verily godde* werke. 
wherfore he praide the kynge, his prisoner, that he wolde put hym 
in deuoir to make the pees betwene his brothir and the kynge of 
Sizile his maister / and in so doyng / he shold wynne grete loos 4 
and renome, & gete hym self out of the daunger he was yn now. 
fferabrace, kynge of Perce, seeng hym prisoner / heryng the wordes 
of his maister, answerd hym in tliis maner / ** yif it pleasid Mahun 
that y myght do any thyng touchyng the pees of this tuo kynges, y 8 
wolde right gladly einploie me, though y were not prisoner / for y 
was nener of contrary wille / But the debate is betwene them i 
for sustenaunce of the feith that he holdeth ayenst oure bileue / 
wliiche, by the feith y owe to that god that y honoure, y had leuer dy 12 
than be a treter in any mater contrary to oure bileue / yif youre 
kynge were content to holde oure lawe, the peas were sone made / 
but othirwise y se no remedy " / ** Be my feith," seid fferant, " than 
shaH: we neuer haue pees " / than lefte they of thies wordes, and the 16 
kynge required fferant that he might se hym that had taken him / 
for ouer alt thing he desired it / fferant knewe wele that he was 
right wery of the payne & trauail that he had fat day, wherfore 
he had no wille to sende for hym / hou be it / that he had more 20 
desire to se hym than kynge fferabrace had / for he loued hym as 
moche as any man myght loue his lady / and grete cause had he / 
for that day had he rescowed hym from the dethe / for, and he had 
be brought to the Soudan, aH the golde on erthe ne might haue 24 
bought his lif / and so Answerd he to kynge fferabrace, " sir, y 
suppose that he be at reste, but to-morowe, and god be pleased, y 
shalt sende hym vnto you" / the kynge answerd, **at your pleasir 
be it / but y shalt neuer be at herte« ease til y se hym / for I desire 28 
as moche to se him, as seke man doth his hele " / fferant sawe the 
kynge« desire moche ; and to accomplisshe it, wist not what to do / 
for he dred that his seruawnt were sore hurt, wherfore he durst not 
sende for hym / so wist not he what to ^answer, but praide the 32 
kynge to haue pacience til on the morowe, whiche answerd hym / 
" so most y / for my wille may not be accomplissht. I am a prisoner ; 
but y sey you for trouthe, and y were at my liberte, y wolde se 
hym or y slepte, what trauail so euer y toke on me / wherfor, and 36 
he be any thyng hurt, and ye wold do me that grace to brynge me 
ther he is, ye shold do me grete comfort and pleasir" / fferant, 
heryng thies wordes, toke conclusion in hym self / that he wold go 
se Le Desp«*rueu his seruaunt, and seide to the kynge, that yif his 40 
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seruaunt might come to hym, he wolde brynge hym to hym that 
night / and yif he might not go / he wolde biseche hym of his 
goodnesse to come se hym / thus departed he from the kyng, 

4 whiche praide him right specially that he might se him assone as it 
coude be / for he coude not bileue that it were any mortal man / but 
som spirituel thinge sent from heuen to punyssh hym for his 
trespaces ; for he thought " it was not possible to be in one man that 

8 y haue seyn hym do this day " / fforant began to laugh, and seide / 
** sir, whan ye se hym ye shalt not fynde him dispuraaide of moche 
more " / thus de[)ai'ted fferant fro the kynge / and came to the place Fenmt goes 
where Le Despt^rueu was logffid / aiid was leide on a bedde fuH euel Philip's 

' lodiniig 

12 ordeyned for / and litle remembred of any man. and so he entird 
in-to the chambre of le Despwrueu, whiche, whan he sawe hym, was 
att abasshid / & wolde haue risen ayenst hym / but he might 
vnnethe remewe. whan his maister sawe him in that plite, he 

16 ranne to hym, and caught hym in his armes, wepyng for pite that 

he had of hym, and in his mynde leide grete blame vnto him self / JJ^J^^ ^ 
that he had noon erste visited hym / seyng, "alas, my frende, ye fl>»<i^it«> 
are porely awaited on after the high dedes that ye haue dofl to day. 

20 I pray you foryeue it me / y knowe wele that hym that gaue me 
ioie & honour, y haue put yn foryetyng, take the honour to me, 
whiche cometh of yoitv bounte, that y haue so symply remembred 
it ; but pardon me, my frende / for the remenaunt of my lif y shall S® JTJ*^^'*®* 

J4 better remembre you / ye aught nomore to thanke me than of **<*®^p*'"*p» 
your dethc for lakke of helpe, yef ye had hadde any mortaH wounde, 
and att othir wise haue ye deserued vnto me / seing the grete peyne 
& trauaile that ye haue endured this day to saue my lif & myn 

18 ^honour ; and y, as a wrech futt of vnkyndenes, haue put you att in P v, i8,bic.] 
foryeting, whiche reschewed me this day from dethe / and .1. not J?**}.}*^** 
comforts you with one onely visitacton." Le Desp^^rueu, heryng 
hie maisters wordea, was so ashamed that he coude vnnethe loke vp / 

]2 doing him alt the honour that he might after the hurte^ pat he 
had on him, reputyng him-self ful vnworthy to haue any suche 
honour. " seing / my lorde, I neuer deserued such honour as ye put 
me to / god yeue me grace to do you seruice that may please you / & 

^6 therwith att wold haue drawen him bak as att shamefast / but his 

maister wold not suffre hym / & fourth with sende for the best He sends for 

' the best 

Surieoufi withyn the Towne / and mefi to serche his woundes a-fore surgeon to 

•^ ' attend 

hym ; & though he were right sore hurt / ther was no peril of dethe PhUip. 
yn hym / so that he were wele loked to / then was he ordeigned for 

C 2 
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in the best maner. Than sent kynge fferabrace to fferant, prayng 
Ferant has him that he might se his maister. fferant made the chambre right 
Philip's wele to be anointed, and made torches to be brought yn / and sent 

room done t> «/ / 

op. priuelie to the kynge, that yif it pleasid him he might come / whiche 4 

came with right a ioifuH: herte / and for the grete desire fat he had 
to se Le Despwrueu, he felt noon of alt the peyne & trauail that he 

and lets K. had endured that day. So came he in to the Chambre, and ffounde 

Fenibriis " 

come to see fferant talkyng with le Despwnieu, whiche was leide on a couch e / 8 
and whan fferant espied the kynge, he kneled downe <fe toke hym 
by the hande, and shewed hym hym that hadde taken hym / whiche 
knewe nothinge of his comyng / but assone as he perceyued hym / 
he knelid vp as wele as he myght / the kyng toke hym yn his armes, 12 
& made hym to arise, seyng / " my right swete frende, yif ye had be 
somtyme to-day as humble vnto me / and lowly as ye be nowe / y 
had not ben here / Although jour maner were ffeers & vigours yn 
the felde / it is here humble «fe amy able, wherby yowr dedes be the 16 
more to be preised. and now y se yowe / JSTotwithstondyng the grete 
Ferabras peyne & trauail that ye liaue endured to-day, me thinketh jout 
Prince Philip pej«sone rescmbleth yowr werkes, for yn worthynesse non may com- 
pare with you. In like wise, in pey-sone, beaute & maner, y knowe 20 
noon comparable / & it pleased god, y wolde y might contynue the 
remenat^nt of my lif / youre felawe / with that / that we were 'pai'te- 
ners in aH that y haue or euer shalt haue, so that y might observe & 
p leaf 19] kepe myn owne feith." / Le Despwrueu, ^that seeth hym self thus 24 
honoured and preised at the first dede of Amies that euer he was 
at in his lif, was so abasshid that he wist not what to Answere, saue 
only that he seid / **sir, ye do yowr honoure to praise so moche, so 
pore a lentilman as y am / the recommendac^'on is more yowres than 28 
myn / for to theym that sey wele, the honoure aught to tourne. I 
wote not what to sey you / for forsothe it was the first auenture 
that euer y was at / But it semed me, yif alle youre folkes had 
resembled you, my lord / My maister that here is had not hadde 32 
you nowe in his handes / albe it fat he put grete peyne ther-to / 
n'" to"^k '^^^ y^^ ^^ ^'^^® thus, that god by his grace wold consent / that by 
tw^ Hs youre goode meane the pees might be made bitwene jour brother & 
suitaiT anif *^® kyugc of Sizilc / ynne good houre for youre self were ye prisoner / 36 
Sciiy!"^ ^^ ^^^ yo^'^ grete renome sholde multiplie & double / and y bileue 
verily that my lorde, my maister that here is, wold in that case 
haue of you noo fynauwce, but holde for jouv raunsouii yowr peyne 
and laboMF right wele emploied. and as for me, y wolde right 40 
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humbly biseche you theryn / if so simple a pe?*sone might make a 
request in so hy a matier" / The kynge answerd hyni, "my right 
dere f rende and felawe, if it were in my power & at my wilt, y 
4 certifie you, fat to youre request y wolde emploie me / albe-it )>«t 
.1. bileue neuer shalt y haue that power / seeng the matier as it is /" 
with suche worded they droue forth the tyme tilt fferant thought it 
tyme for the kynge to departe / seyng vnto hym, " sir, ye be On a iiint 

a ± •iiio • • iiiii /•/.•! 1 • from Ferant, 

o tmuailed / & so is yowr maister that toke you / it it pleased you, it k. Ferabras 
were tyme to go to reste, and for hym also " / After thies wordes Pi»iUp. 
departed the kynge from le Despz^rueu. And fferant conueide him 
to his loggyng / and came ageyn to le Despwrueu / and puniaide 
12 that no thing failed him / & folkes to waite aboute him / chargyng 
theym to gif hym as grete attendaunce as they wold to hym self / 
than toke he leue of hym, & went to his loggyng / where as he made 
a letter vnto the kynge of Sizile, in such fowrme, aftir the c()??imeii- Ferant write* 

' ' to the Kinjc 

16 dacton & maner of writyng : ** Sir, I am aryued in this yowr Towne / of siciiy, 
at my retowme out of the Eeaume of Spayue / the xxviij day of 
marche / and for this, that I and my horses & alt my folke« were so 
trauailed and wery, y most of necessite tary with my brother a 

20 while; and the ^meane ceason of myn abidyng, Kynge fferabrace, [Mf. i9,bk.] 
brother and lieftehaunt to the Soudan, was at ifounde, but iiij. or v. 
litle myle hens, & knewe of my comyug / and for that he desired, 
as y haue vndirstande, to haue some of my folkes to enquere the 

24 tidynges of Spayne, & howe y haue spedde / concludid to ren bifore 
this youre Towne, & had in his company .ij. thousand feighters and 
moo, & made .ij. embusshementes, and sent his currours a-fore this 
toufi / but for that my brother and I supposed somwhat their 

28 entent / we wolde no body to issu out / & whan the kynge vndir- 
stode by his folkes that ther wolde noon of vs come out / he came 
bifore the Towne him-self with alt his puissaunce, & parted theym 
in diuerse parties, environ yng the Towne rounde aboute / then and teiis him 

32 ordeyned we a right grete scarmyssh to be made oner the yate that 
was ferthist fro the kynge / by the whiche crye & scarmyssh the 
moost part of the kynges folkes drew to that side / & than we, 
seeng the kyng but with litle company, issued out on hym / at the 

36 whiche tyme were many grete armes done on bothe pa^^ties / and 

the kynge taken, and brought by strength to this yo?^r Towne / iiowthevtook 
where-as he is stille / and whan his fc»lkes sawgli the takyng of prisoner, 
their lorde, they made, and make yet, a maner of abidyng bifore this 

40 towne / & trust, as we ymagyne, to haue hasty remedie by the 
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Soudan, wherfore y dar not departe hens / nor sende vnto you the 
Ferant kynge / whos taking was hy miracle doon / hy a very yong man of 

Prince PhUip my house / that is suche in alle thynges as the berer herof shall 

to the King */ i %/ ^ 

of Sicily; Buforme you / & I beleue when ye se hym, ye shall like him bettir 4 
than y write vnto you / if it please god, it shaH: not be the last 
s«ruice that he shalt do you / and y beseche oui'e lorde, of his grace 
to graunte you thacomplisshment of youre high and noble desires : 
Writen at yowr Towne of Talpoir, the ,viij. day of Aprile." Thus 8 
thies letters writen, he called a messangere right wise and discrete / 
and delyuered them vnto hyra / & bitwene mydnyght and the poynt 
of the day he made him to departe / and so passed he forth, as god 
wold, alt peasebly / so that he came saufly vnto the kynge of Sizile / 12 
whom he founde right sorowfult. But whan he had seyne his 
le^^res, he was right ioiful, and made them to be radde in the p?*e- 
sence of alle the noble men of his Court / whiche deuoutly to-gedirs 
thankid & preised god / trustyng, that by this takyng, some frute 16 
[Meafso] shold folowe. The kynge ^cojwmaundeth the Messangere alle 
openly to telle his credence / whiche seide vnto hym, **8ir, we 
repute yn your towne to be a miracle / and I shall" telle you the 
reason / In the Towne of Towlete was ther a yong man, a-boute 20 
the age of .xx. yere / that lay seke of half a yere / which was newly 
recoured at the comyng of my lord, my maister / This yong man is 
so wele visaged /.so faire made of body & of alle fetures, that it 
semeth verily that nature haue made him with hir propre handes / 24 
and with this excessif beaute / he hath so moche of humblesse and 
bounte, that no man can bileue it / wet/wut seyng / & of maner he 
passeth alle othir. This saide gentilman is of good n acton, but not 
riche / So it fortuned my lord, my maister, to be logged ther as he 28 
had leyne so longe seke ; and so wele demeaned him this yong man 
to hym & to his folkes / that eueri man him preised / & so moche 
that my lorde withhelde him for his seruaunt / & brought hym with 
hym, often deuysyng with his othir folkes the maner of this man / 32 
and hym thought / that he might not f aile to be valiaunt ; & so hath 
he founde hym ; ffor at the besynesse he sawe him do so wondir- 

who reports fully yn armes, that it is to grete a meruaile / for my lorde was 

taken / and he alone reskewed hym by his grete strength and 36 
hardynes, and toke the kynge prisoner, & brought hym in-to yo?/r 
Towne / and euery man that sawe the hardynes of this yong man, 
toke suche corage & boldnes, that they abandoned theym to the 
vtterest / & so they lefte mo than .V. C. of the kynges men ded in the 40 
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place / & as the sonne passitli the sterres, so passid this yonpj man Ferant's 

ineRseiiger 

othir ioWies, he is borne of tlie Reaume of fEraunce / and for con- contiuueB hu 

' praixe of 

elusion / alJe that se hym loue liym / honoure him / and cherissh Prince 
4 hym / and he that aught moost to hate hym, the kynge his 
prisoner, swerith by his goddes fat he wolde haue hym m his 
company the remenaunt of his lif, to departe euenly with hym alle 
the lande & goode he hath / This yong man, yif any man reherce 
8 his honour or hardies / is as basshfuH as a mayden / he woB not 
haue the kynge reputed as his pr/soncr, but for his maisters 
prisoner " / the kynge was of thies tidynges f ult ioifutt, & thought 
wele that god had sent this yong man to do hym yit a grettir aide / 

12 anon he made to rynge the bellis in alle the ch[i]rches of the Towne / 
and he and the Queue & his doughter, and alle othir in the Towne, 
went on processioMU / thankynge god of the good auenture that he 
had gyuen them. Thus bode he ^ stilt, herkenyng what the Turke [Mf. 20, bu.] 

16 wolde do vpon the takyng of his brother. 

TE may wele wite that yn the Chambres of the ladies was 
spred a-non the tidynge« that ffei-aunted messangere had 
brought / and rehersid alle the vertues of this yong Squyer, 
20 Le Despwrueu, wele asmoche or more than the messangere had 
seide ; for ye knowe wele the reporters put to somwhat more alway / 
The Queue, her daughter, and alle the ladies <fe gentilwomen, heryng The Queen of 
recorded the right parfite bounte, beaute, and worth yn ease of this princess 

r>. M I'-i M-i 1 rMi 1 lolaiite, and 

24 yong man, desired meruailously to se hym. So ther was no day »» tiie conrt 
but they had hym in speche, in so moche that some of the gentil- ^^^f *<>««« 
men of the court had grete displeasir therof, thynkyng that by hym 
att their loos & grace sholde be the lesse / Thus bigan the enuyc The other 

28 bitwene the yong men of the Court & le Desp?/rueu, that aftir was envy him; 
goode & profitable for the kynge / for that they wolde be as worthy but they fight 
in armes as he, their corage & hardies doubled, whiche did so moch him. 
good to the Eeaume of Sizile / that it was ayen reuived in honour / 

52 as ye shaH: here-aftir here. IT ye haue wele herd here-bifore, what 
messaugers the kynge of Sizile had sent in to alle reaumes / & that 
the messangers had in charge to telle prynces hou it was wt't/t him / 
for the discarge of hym, w/t/iout he were shortly socoured / taking 

J6 god to his recorde, & att the worlde / that the charge was theircs / 
and not his / Thus thies messangers, goyng to many kynges & 
prynces / in especial! to the kynge off ffraunce / of Englond & of 
Scotlond, The kynge of ffraunce hauyng remembraunce of his 

\0 sone, that but litle a-fore he had lost, thynkyng yn hym self, that 



24 The Kings of France and England will help the King of Sicily. 
The King of god had soffercd it for that he hadde done Doon helpe nor comfort 

France luys 

to this cause / wherfore he had taken fro hym the thinge in the 
worlde that he best loued, then renewed a grete part of his sorowe, 
and thought / that of hym selue he was so olde & feble that he might 4 
not go. But, & any of the kynge* of England or of Scottes wolde 
he'll send go, or any of their sones / he wolde aide theym wttTi xl" thousand men 

40,000 men . , - /mi 

to help the wagid foF a ycre / The messanger of Sizile heryng the answere of the 
sici^r; kyuge of ffraunce, was right glad and ioifuH: therof, hauyng grete pite 8 
[> leaf 21] & compassion of the kynges sorowe, which semed ^more ded than 
a-lyue. Thus departed he from hym, & went to the Reaume of 
Inglond / where he fonde the kynge / to whom he shewed his 
credence / and told him also the Answere of the kynge of ffraunce, 12 
whiche he had founde in fuH grete annoy & trouble, seyng that 
it semed hym / if his sone had be stiH ther / with right good wiUe 
and the King he wold a scut hym on that viage. The kynge of Englond, whan 
promises aid he had herd the messanger that spake fuH wele & wisely, he 16 
thought moche on that werke / and had many counsells at dyuerse 
tymes / And so, aftir sad deliberao^on, he answerd the piessangere 
yu this maner / " I knowe wele / that among other kynges & cristen 
prynces y am gretely bounden to god / for he hath gyuen me more 20 
of weles than y haue or can deserue, wherfore y wolde f ul gladly 
do hym sendee, though y may not so moche as y am biholden to 
do. I haue but one only sone for to holde my Reaume aftir my deth, 
which y may yn no wise departe w^'t/i ; how be it / if ye can fynde 24 
any kynge or prynce that wott entreprise this viage / y shaft helpe 
iftheKingof hym forth with a good puissance / & if my brother & neighbore, 
let, one of his the kvnge of Scottes, that hath .iii. sones, wolt entreprise it / y shalt 

8 Sons head •'*=*. .,, , , ,11, « 

the Expedi- put to yit more gretir helpe and peyne than y wold do yn the 28 
company of som othir / and me semyth he miglit lightlyer do it than 
the kynge of ffraunce or I, for he hath iij. sones ; and if it pleased 
him to sende forth one of theym, whiche shold only be gouernowr 
and hede of this werke, it sholde be to him grete glorie & hono2«r 32 
wtt/i the seruice that he shold do to god." The knyght of Sizile, 
heryng the answere of the kynge of Englond / wist not what to 
answere, the kynges seiyng was so resonable / but so departid fro 
hym / and toke the streight wey toward Scotlond. And wit^yn 36 
short while he came there the kynge was / & p?'esented his \ettveSy 
& tolde his credence / and aft that he hadde founde with the kynge« 
of ffraunce and of Englond. The kyng of Scottes remembred him 
self gretly in this werke / and thought tha^t euerich of the kynges 40 
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aforesaid had delyuerd to hym the Chapelet / knowyng wele he 
had moo sones to sende forth than any of that othir / and for that 
the matier appered to hym fult grete / ho answerd no-thyng lightly 
4 ther-to, but fult long tyme thought ther-vpon / and for that cause 
Bent to assemble alle the estates of his Keaume / and at ^ their comyng \} if. 21, bk.] 
to hym, opened & declared to hem, as wele by lettre as by mouthe, Scotland***^ 
att that the knyght of Sizile had brought hym. & for that he sawe N^ui^S^d**' 
8 this mater peisaunt, & gretely touchid hym, he wold make ther-to **"*™®"*' 
noon answere withoute their aduise & agremewt, and gaue them 
leue to take aduise ther-on ij. or iij daies, and C07?2maunded theym 
at that tyme to be ther p?'e3ent ageyn, eueri man to sey his aduise. 

12 Thus departed they, & counseiled to-gedre fro day to day / and 
were wele instructe, <fe remembred what thei shold answere. the 
day came that they were assigned to be a-fore the kynge, whereas 
they ordeyned a fuH: honourable knight to make the Answere for alle 

1 6 the iij. estates in generaH, which knight, af tir the honoures & reuer- 
ences don to the kynge as to him bi-longed, for alle thestate* of his 
lend seide / " Oure souerayn lord / we haue, my lordes that here be, who advise 
prynces, prelates, & Barons / knightes / Squyers, & Burgeis of thes 

20 Reaume, thought on that it pleased your grace to open vnto us toch- 

ing the aduertisment that ye had of the kynge of Sizile, the whiche kiJJ®^?/^*® 
aduertisment touchid gretely to youre holy cristen feith / the sauac/on ^*^"y» 
of youv soule / and to the honour of you & of yo?^r Reaume. & for 

24 to geue you counselt we haue had deliberac/on to take aduise to- 
gedre, suche as y shall declare vnto you / offryng to you toward 
this conclusion / that we sliaH put in auenture oure bodies & part and they win 
of oure goodes. we knowe wele that ye be created kynge / ye and witi» their 

28 alle othir, for the defence of the comon wele / & specially for to kepe goods, 
& mayntene the feith / and to this cause be ye ioyned & sacred / and 
if ye faile to the defence of the feithe whiche is the thinge that 
moost serueth to the comon wele, than go ye oute of the te7*mes 

32 wherfore ye were create / we knowe also the sorowe of the kynge of 
ffraunce, that hath no children but one fat he* loste of late tyme / 
the dispwreaunce also of the kynge of Englond, that hath but one 
sone / and ye haue iij. , wherfore ye be lesse excusable than any of 

36 them, with the grete aide that they offre you, which semyth vs, seeng 
yowr grete worthynesse / the children that ye haue / & the offris 
that be made vnto you, by reason with your honour ye may take 
noon excuse, but ye may conclude to sende one of my lordes yowr 

40 sones, which that pleasith you / and for to knowe oure aduise, we 



26 The King of Scotland ponders over the Sicilian Expedition. 

his eldest coiiclude alle / that the eldest shold be moost propre, for he is more 

son hiking 111 p ^ ^ ' o 

coinmaiid. redy to harneys tlian any of that othir, & more sad ^to conduyte a 
grete entreprise / and if it please you tliis to do, my lordes alle that 
here be / haue made you suche otfres as y haue seide here-bifore / 4 
vndir whos correcctoe^n y was ordeyned & C077imaunded to declare 
this vnto you / and nowe alt lieth in yo«r good grace, for, as it 
pleasith you to co??iniaunde, we are alle redy to accomplisshe/' 

The King of IT The kyugc of Scotte*, heryng the wordes of this forsaide knight 8 
yn the byhalue of the iij. estate* of his land, thought fuH moclie on 
this raatier, for it touchid him right nei-e, and therefore diff erred he 
it / til on the morowe, ij. aftir none / and cowmaundid at that tyme / 
eueri man to be ther ayen / thus euery man depa7*ted / and the 12 
kyng, that neuir coude put this matier out of his mynde, thynkyng 
yn hym self that it was in maner leide vnto hym by the kyng of 
ifraunce & of Englond / <& sith auised hym by the .iij. estate* of his 
land / & so restid it but at him self; wherfore hym thoug&t^ as a 16 
man constreyned by honour, he might not refuse in this viage to 
sende forth his sone. And then ayen aftir thies consideractons he 

thinks of the wolde arguc yn hym self to the contrary / thinkyng, 'Hhis armee 

this Sicilian may not be put on me without grete charge / I am the leest of the .iij. 20 
kynge*, & the despenses ar like to tourne on me / it behoueth me 
to take grete hede that I haue a notable aide of eche of them / it 
behoueth alway that my sone be acompaynyed vfiHi people of this 
land, & that the grettist company come with hym, whiche may not 24 
be without grete enpouerisshment vnto this land, wherof y am nowe 
f uS sorowfuH / And if y shold sende forth myn eldest sone / whiche 
is the thinge yn this worlde that y best loue / yif he diede, y shold 
be 80 sorowfuS / that y sholde neuir aftir haue ioie nor rest in my 28 
herte / wherfore y wote not wele what y may sey / But y pray the, 
my creatore, to counseii me aftir thy pleasir, & to myn honoure / " 

au nigiit, thus ati nyght stroue he & argued in his mynde / & wist not what 
wey he might holde / be aroos in the moruyiig, & herd his massis 32 
wit/t grete deuocio/«i, reco?;imendyng him and his werkes to god / 
aftir his massis and dyner do6n / as fully atfermed of that he wolde 

and next day do / wente iu-to the chambre wher alle thestate* were redy at his 
comyn. so entred he yn \fiih visage and maner fuH trist and sorow- 36 

answers hto full / Sz Sit liis comvui;, and silence co7)nnaundid, he spake to his 

Estates: ./ o» » r 

men and suggette* / right hertly thankyng theym of the good wille 
[« ir. 22, bic.] he founde them of towarde* hym, ^and preisyng god with good 
herte, that thestate^? of his Reaume were of suche & so high prud- 40 
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ence, dredyng & louyng god, as he sawe by expmence ; for euerichon 
of hem yn his parte offred seruice to oure lords / wherof he was as 
ioifult as he might be. And in Hke wise he sawe, & verely knewe, 
4 the grete & naturalt loue that alle they of his blode, w^t/^ the 
remenaunt of the .iij. for-saide estate* bare vnto hym / yn-as-moche 
as eche of theym wold, & desired grete honoure of hym & of the 
Eeaume, prayng theym also not to to be abasshed nor ameruailed, 
8 though that his manere were perauenture more sobre than it hath 
ben be-fore tyme, " for this matier goth fnH nere me / for many he may be 
reasons / one is / that some folkes not wele seiyng, perauenture woti i»re«uinntion 
sey, * beholde this presumptuous kynge, the leest of the .iij., that is to the Expe- 

12 wite, of flfrannce & Englond / that of him sehie woH ente?*prise this 
viage / that the tothir haue full grete doute to take on hande, whiche 
haue so many noble lord«« of their lynage / wherof they might fult 
lightly fynde a suffisaunt hede ' / thus the thynge may tume more to 

16 chaise than to preise. I considre, on that othir side / ]7at by the 

two forsaid kynge« is ny all the charge leide on me / echon of them but as the 
wili helpe me / and ye my Cousyns, f render, & suggette*, counseile France and 
me to entreprise this viage / & to sende forth my eldest sone, W" own iub- 

jGCCSy JIH\ ull 

20 whiche y loue moost / wherto ye off re youre bodies and goode« to JJJ™**' ^^^ 
myne aide in this by matier. and for asmoche, if y had not corage 
to do it, seeng yottr grete offers / I might be reputed wtt^ alle 
straungers, & amonge youv selue, a man but of litle feith <& of 

24 slakke corage / and therfore, what-som»euer befalle vnto me therof / 
either sorowe or pouert, y ought more to put my trust yn you than 
any othir ; wherfore y am determyned & thorughly cowcluded, bliss- 
yng me with the syne of the crosse, recommaundyng my dede to 

28 my blissed creatore / to make my sone Dauid to entreprise this he wsii let his 
Viage / for y haue no sone but hym / but that were to yonge ther-to, David under- 
& y pray god yeue hym grace to do him suche seruice as may be to enterprise. 
his pleasir / and y pray you alle my cousyns, frendes and suggette^r, 

52 to strecch forth yo?«r good willis acordyng to yowr promyses." Alle 
the i\j. estates, heryng the Answere of the kynge, had grete ioie, 
vndirstandyng his good wilt, and alle to-gedirs, & eche of them, 
helde vp his hand, promysyng ^the kyng seruice with body & [Meafss] 

J6 goode«. and thus was the matier perfitly concludid / and day taken 
of the departir at ffeuyrer / and it was the feuyrer aftir the depart- 
yng of Le Despttrueu. The conclusion thus taken / the messanger 
of the kynge of Sizile was deliuered, to whom was shewed alt then- 

10 tent of the kyng of Scottes, with that the kynge^ of ffraunce & of 
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Englond wold do liim any aide / Thus the knyght of Sizile departid 
fult ioiful out of Scotland, & txjke his wey by Eoglond & be 
ffraunce, & shewed the ij. kynge* aft the conclusion that hatfi be 
taken in Scotlond / humbly bisechyng them this holy viage shold 4 
not be letted / so hath he promys of botfi kyiiges, for no thyng they 
wolde faile, but trewly performe ali that thei bad seid bifore. The 
inessangers deuoir doon as is here rehei-sed / he toke the way 
streigbt to Sizile, & came vnto the kynge / sone aftir tbe comyng 8 
of fferaunte« messangere / & tolde the kynge of ali his spede in the 
forseide matier / ye may wele wite that the Soudan was not wt't/i- 
out his espies in eueri cristen lieaume / whertborugfi he knewe of 
the conclusion that was taken in Scotland assone or souner than 12 
did the kynge of Sizile / and therfore sent he anone a messangere to 
his brothers folkes that lay bifore fferaunt / co7?imaundyng them to 
departe thens & to reto?ime to their garison / for he had herd suche 
tidyngc« that he was determyned to haue no sege laide there as yet. 16 
anti as for the takynge of his brothir / he wolde remedie it when he 
might, but yit he coulde not / thus alle his brother folke« retot^rned 
in-to their garison / and fferaunt in alle haste sente the kynge 
worde therof / whan the kynge knewe thies tidynges, he sent 20 
fiferaunt worde that he shold puruey for the comynge of kynge 
fferabras vnto hym, and by suche a day as ho apointed him / he 
wolde sende him a feliship to helpe conuey the kynge the more 
surely, tferthirmore he cowimaunded him not to leue behinde him 24 
his newe esquyer / of whom he had herde so moche wele reported / 
& alle the ladies & gentilwomen of the court praied the messangere 
that he might not be forgoten. Thus went the messangere forth to 
fferaunt, & shewed him alt his message from the kynge, & from 28 
the Queue & hir doughter, & from alle the ladies & gentilwomen of 
the Court / And witlijn litle while aftir, this came to the knowlage 
of Le Despt^rueu, whiche desired ouir alle thinges to dwelle ^in some 
place of the ffronters / to proue his body in his youtho / and to do 3*3 
that wherfore he was departed fro the kynge his ffadir / feling him 
self alt hole of his hurtes / and so made a request to his maister / 
if it pleasid him, that he might abide with his brothir / for he neuir 
entendid but to abide vpon the ff routers / ffor / for to be a man of 36 
Court now / wold he neuir a departed fro the place fro whens he 
came, when fferaunt vndirstode his newe esquyer, that thus wolde 
take his leue of hym / whom he knewe such that noon other might 
compare with / yif he were sorowfuti, it was no meruaile / & vnnethe 40 
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might he holde manere, seyng vnto hym, " A ! Le Despt^rueu ! haue Ferant re- 
y Drought you from so fer centre, so sone to forsake me '\ haue ye P»i»ce piiiiip 

'J ^ J ' J for wishing 

drede / that ye shaH not f ynde fightyng y-no w yn this centre / or to leave uim. 
4 elles that y he a man of so pore condic?!on / that y dar not holde my 
fote nere the fire / truly I truste verily to be founde more often 
vpon the ennemyes than they shal he that abide in this place / & 
that more often, if ye be with me, ye shall se sti okes gyuen than yf He'ii get him 
8 ye abode stiJle here / neuirtheles, if ye be not pleased to abide in flgiiting. 
my seruice, telle it me at ones, <fe y shall do as me thinke good." 
The yong gentilman, right shamefast and sorowfull that he sawe his 
maister wroth with hym, wenyng not to haue displeased hym for 

12 abidyng with his brothir, answerd hym fuH humbly / " My lord ! y 
neuir thought but that ther was more worthynes in you than y 
dur8t thynke to se / but for that cause spake y not to you of myn 
abidyng, but for the drede that y had that ye shold not be so often Prtnoe piiiUp 

16 at skarmysshes as yoztr brother / for, as men sey, the kynge loues you 
wele / therfore y thought that ye wolde kepe you nere aboute hym / 
and ye knowe wele / it is not accostomed, ne reason, that kynge* <fe 
prynces, chefteynes of the warre, be allwey on the ffronters / and 

20 for this drede y that y shold se but litle war, nor haue the lemyng 
yn armes, whiche was the cause of my desire nowe to abide / but, 
sir, and y haue displeased you / y beseche you to pardone me, for y 
knowe neither kynge nor prynce levyng, as longe as ye haunte the 

24 warres, for whom y wolde leue you. y haue so moche sene of and agrees to 
noblesse yn you / that y am assured y may leme more in yowr Ferant. 
seruise / than y dar enterprise or may here " / fferaunt answerd hym, 
"A, my frende ! for lakke of warre ^ye shall not leue me as long as [» leaf 24] 

28 y leue / for there is y-nough in this reaume for you & me, & many 
moo " / thus fferaunt & his newe se^niaunt be accorded. Then came 
the day / that the kynge sent his folke* to fferaunt / whom they 
founde alle redy in the felde / & kyng ffirabrace wtt/i him / than 

32 departed he from his brother Olyuer, prayng hym to take good 
hede to the place & the ffronters that he had in kepyng / So rode 
he forth ali a day withoute any interrupcion. IT It is to thynke, 
ffirabrace folke* dred them of the goyng of their maister, and that 

36 he shold be brought to the kyng of Sizile / wherfore they did their Ferabras's 
diligence to vndirstonde his departyng / & did so muche that they 
knewe it for certayn that he was departed right wele accompany ed / 
than toke they counseilt & aduise to-gedir ; & it semyd theym that 

40 puissaunce was not so bygge, but that they shold take a shame to 
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suffre their maister thus to be gon. wherfore they vttirly concluded 

to rercue to put them yn deuoir to the rescue of hym / the mone shone faire 

& clere that night that they departed fro the garison / & they did 

so moche by the next momyng / that they passed fferaunt, and 4 

Theyfonn embusshed theym yn a wode that was ny the same wey that 

ail uinbusii, «. , 

and M>t spies fferauut sholdo passe / they kepte theym cloos, & made their 

in tfees* 

wacchis to go vp in-to trees to se aferre whiche wey fferaunt sholde 
come ; and thei were in norabre xvj.C feightyng men / And with 8 
fferaunt a vj.C or mo of the best men that longed to the kynge of 
Sizile, whiche were that nyght wele loggid witA fferaunt & kynge 
ffirabrace, & made right mery & gretly auised le Despwrueu, whiche 
thought them of visage, persone, & mane?', moche more to be preised 12 
than the messangere had seide, & moche desired they to se hym yn 
armes / & so did they souner than they wende. they auised him in 
alle his wordes and his demeanyng, & founde him so assured & wise / 
that they were ameruailed / this nyght passid forth, & the morn 16 
came / and fferaunt, that was an ynly wise kn3^ght of warre, saide 
Ferant warns to his folkfiif, " my lordcs, if the kynge oure soueray[w] lorde were 
tiiey may be prisoner, as he is that we lede / and ye wold do by my counseiH, & 

attackt, and iii. i -ii* lon 

advises tiiem we had the puissauucc that oure enemyes haue, ther is no place y JU 

to arm* 

wolde souner put me in deuoir to reskewe hym, than here by / and 
yistirday we rode armed & helmed / and as this day y se no man 
charge hym with hameys ; but y sey for me, y shall arrae me as y did 

[1 If. 24, bit.] yisterday." some helde ^opinion he seide wele, & did by his counseiH, 24 
& some toke litle hede therto / but le Despwruou was aH-wey armed / 
for he had no valet to here his barneys, fferaunt departed fro his 
loggyng, the moost part of his folkes armed / & som not, whiche dere 
a-bought it / thus rode they forth til they came ny to the wey there 28 
as the embusshemente^ were leide / many of the yong folkc^ of the 
Court whiche had Grehoundes, trauerst the felde to fynde the hare 

someof tiiem or somo othir disporte, so longe, that they came on the trakkys of 

enemy's there eumyes / and anoon tolde fferaunt therof / but he was so ny 32 
that he coude set no remedy to take none othir wey / but taried 
stilt, & put kynge ffirabrace in sure garde / thus put he yn ordyn- 
aunce alt that he might, on the tothir part / the wacchis of the 
enmys that were yn the trees tolde to the embusshemente* what 36 
they sawe / & sodeynly they shewed them-selue, & brake their 

The Turks at- embusshmeut^s, and alle at ones ranne on fferawnt & his ffelisship. 

host. and aftir the puissaunce that fferaunt had, he encountrid theym 

right mightly / but fynally they might not wele haue endured, ne 40 
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had be the grete worthynesse & vertu of Le Despwrueu, that did Prince 
so wondrefully in Armes at that day, that eueri man meruailed / our alone 

saves Fer- 

he ouirthrewe men & hors ; noon myght withh-stonde his strokes / anf « men. 
4 so wele was he knowen of his ennemyes that euery man fledde hym / 
and as he was feightyng thus amonge his enemyes, they that were 
behynde hym, by strength of Armes / they reskewed kynge ffira- k. Ferabras 

is rescued* 

brace, and delyuerd hym to xx** men / that in alt haste toke the 
8 wey toward his place / and fortuned that Le Despwrueu, that so 
valiauntly fought, herde the crye & noise / howe men seide kynge 
ffirabrace was reskewed : " se where he goth I " he toumed sodeynly 
on that part, & sawe h3'm ferre on his way / then toke he his hors 
12 with the spores, & folowed the kynge yn alt that he might, without bntPHnce 

_ _ i..-ii.i-1'i PliJlip spurs 

espiyng of any of neraimtea folkes, saue of .vj. that folowed hym. aOeriiim, 
Le Despt^rueu hastid him in suche wise, that in a valey he ouirtoke 
the kynge, & smote yn amonge* them, & did so, that he slewe v. or 

16 vj. of thein or the tothir vj. coude ouirtake him, whiche, at their 
comyng, with the helpe of Le Despwrueu, discomfited the Remenaunt. 
Le Despwrueu toke ageyn his prisoner / & be that tyme bothe their and retakes 
horses were so wery & fortrauailed that they might no ferther / but 

20 bothe were fayne to alight a fote, to lete their horses take brethe / 
In this meane tyme fferaunt espied that his prisoner was gon / & 
^that he had lost his newe seruaunt / if he were sorowfult, it is no C» leaf 25] 
question, not only for losse of the kynge / but specially for his SSSf'ns 

24 seruaunt, by whom god had sent him so faire auentures. thus sorow- piiiu^s sup- 
fun, he cursed the houre that he came ther / and wisshed that day ' 

he had be slayne. Alle tho that were yn his company, as litle as they 
had knowen le Despwrueu, yet for the ded^a in armes they had sene 

28 hym doii that day, thought the losse of hym was as grete a sorowe / 
as if the Eeaume of Sizile had ben vttirly lost / and yn this sorow, 
as they were to-gedre biholdyng the wey where-as kynge ffirabrace 
wente / they sawe vj. or viij. horsis comyng / than drewe they them 

32 to-gedir, wenyng to haue hadde newe to do, & that they had ben 
of a newe feliship to a set on them / than sent they som of their 
forriders thiderward / & anone as they came ny them, they knewe 
verrily they were of their folke«. than went they to them, and 

36 knewe Le Desp?«rueu / that brought ageyn the kyng. than seide but he soon 
they to hym, "A, right noble Squyer, flour of honour, ye be wel- Jjj*^^'**' 
come / for ye haue recowzforted this day the moost discomfortable »«**"• 
company that euer was / for by yowr dedis they haue recouerd such 

40 honour and surete that they ar out of aii perile. Blissid be the 
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wey that ye came on hiderwarde, and the place fro whens ye came ! '* 
Than anon one of them rode ageyn in all haste to fferaunt / and 
whan he sawe him, he seide / " My lord, be mery, for yondre is Le 
Despwrueu aii hole <fe sauf, that by his greto myght & hardy nes hath 4 
brought ageyn kynge ffirabrace." ye may wele thynke the ioie was 
grete thorugh ati the company / whan that worde was herd / and 
Prince Philip eueri man presid who might be first with hym. whan fferaunt came 
and kist by to hym / he toke him in his armes <fe kist him / and did him suche 8 
men. houour that the pore yong gentilman was gretly abasshet of / than 

seide Iferaunt vnto him / " that day y iirste sawe you, was the moost 
happy day that euer y had / And beholde ye nowe whethir y haue 
gabbid vnto you / haue ye failed nowe at the begynnyng, of the 12 
fyudyng of som auenture vfiHi me? liad it nedid you now for this 
cause to haue bid en with my brothir / yif ye so had doii / there 
liad bifallen this day the moost pitous auentwre that euer was in 
Sizile / that only by your persone is come to good conclusion /" 16 
He u w) eueri man seide to Le Despwuueu so many goodly wordes of honour / 
Eefiwis * that he wist not wliat to Answere / but as a man shame-fast, smote 

Aflli &I nod 

yu amonge the tothir feliship, for to eschewe such wordes as moche 
[» If. 25, bk.] as he might; so he yeldid kynge fiirabrace his prisoner to ^ the 20 
handes of his maister / After the auenture thus befalne, they with 
grete ioie departed alle to gedir / and toke their way in right good 
ordenaunce; and eueri man seide that fferaunt was right a wise 
kiiyght, for he had tolde them fult wele in the morning as was 24 
Henceforth sith befallen. fFro that day forth, fonde they no recountre that dis- 
in safety. tourbed theym yn their viage /& wtt/i-yn litle season they came 
thider as the kynge was. bifore their comyng, many were gon bifore 
to take vp their loggyng ; & also som officers of armes & pwr- 28 
ceuante« that had be at this iowrney, wente in aii haste to the 
kynge / <fe tolde hym all the maner <fe trouth therof / And wite 
Tiie King of wele the kynge was as ioif uti as he might be / and gretely mer nailed 

of the grete prowesse that he herd euery day of this yong man, Le 32 
Desp?<rueu ; & moche he desired to see him, for he thought wele it 
was some tokne that god wold recouer him ; for the armes that he 
herd reported of hym, semyd to hym not to be possible to noon 
and all his crtlily man / If the kyng were yn this opynyown / so were alle the 36 
the Princess kuyghtes, squycrs, ladies, & geii til women / and the faire & good 
to see Prince lolantc, the kyuges doughter, that in alle hir werkes was wise, 
womanly, & vertuous : whan she herde at any tyme of the honour 
of this yong man, she toke meruailous grete pleasir ther-yn / & she 40 
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thought verily that such honowr might not he yn a man of smale 
birth / and also she wist wele that without grete nurture, & heyng 
in high places, he might not knowe the weeUs and honoures that 
4 he coude / and in hir mynde she wisshed that he had ben of such 
corage that he wold haue entreprised alle his armes for hir sake / 
hou-be-it she had neuir, dales of hir lif, ben amorous / not as moche 
as she enioied the company more of one than of an othir, but as 
8 honoure & maner requyred / thus euery man thorugh the towne, as 
wel as in y courte, spake of the worthynesse of Le Despt^rueu. And 
in this meane season fferaunt & his company came vnto the Towne ; 
& at the comyng, the stretea were so fult of f olke^ that vnnethe he Ferant and 

12 might passe, for eueri man desired to se hym that had so honorably have? gran j^ 
aquytte hym twies sith he retoumed fro Spayne / also euery man from the 
desired to se his frendes that had be at this last ioz^may / In like 
wise desired they to se kynge ffirabrace / and the totbir prisoners / 

16 so did thei Le Despwrueu, of whom they had herde so moche wele 
reported / thus the houses were alle fomyssht yvOh folke*. And yet 
ther was an othir cause / for a grete while they had not sene no 
good auenture for the kynge of Sizile, but alle of losis & damages, 

20 wherfore this was ^to them the grettir ioie / thus fferaunt passid V- leaf 26] 
thorugh the prees wit/i grete peyne, and came to his loggyng / where 
as kynge ffirabrace alight, and alle his folkes / and yn alle hast 
aredied hym to go to the kynge his maister / and to delyuere hym 

24 his prisoner, so wente he forth vnto the kynge, that abode hym in Ferant takes 
the grete halle of his paleis / that was so fuli of people that euery King Fera- 
wyndowe and horde was charged / and so were alle the stretes of the King of 
Towne / so that he was a large half houre or he coude passe the 

28 prees to come yn to the halle where the kynge was / and at the 
laste he came vnto the kynge / and put the kynge his prisoner afore 
hym / whom he shewed to the kynge of Sizile / and whan he per- 
ceyued Kynge fi&rabrace, albe-it he was his prisoner / yit did he him who does 

32 such honour that he went toward hym a grete way bareheded, and 
toke hym by the hande / kynge ffirabrace seeng him self prisoner, 
& at the wille of the kynge of Sizile, did hym grete reuerence, for 
at that tyme was he as his sugget / than wente they two hand yn 

36 hand vndir the clothe of estate / & than talked the two kynges to- 
gedre, and callid fferaunt vnto them / but ouir alle thing / the kynge 
of Sizile desired to se Le Despwrueu, & behelde ouir alle to knowe but asks 
him / but this yong gentilman, that of his condiczown was shamefast PhiUp. 

40 & humble, had drawen him in-to the prees behynde moche people / 
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the kynge that yn no wise coude espie hym, seide to fferaunt, 
" where is yo?^r newe seruant / why put ye him to no more honowr / 
be til at y haue herde sey / he hath deserued as moche honowr as 
any wMyn this halle, noon othir excepte / forsothe y desire gretely 4 
to se him " / kynge ffirabrace, fat herd the kynge of Sizile thus 
King Fera- speke, coude him in his mynde right goodo thanke / and saide, " be 
Prince PhiUp, my feith, he is worthy to haue moche honowr / & wold god that y 
had suche a seruaunt, that helde the la we y holde, and y wolde 8 
take hym for my felaw, daies of my lyf / and partener yn alle that 
y am worth / & shold be as grete maister of my Eeaume as my self, 
seeng that y haue sene him do / whiche is not credible / y am his 
who captured pWsoner by .11. tymes / and notwithstandyng, alt the daunger that y 12 

him t*wiofi V w V 

am yn, cometh by hym / yet is he the leuyng man that y moost 

loue / and moost desire the compayny of." The kynge of Sizile 

co?nmaundid iferauut to calle him / and so he did / and when he 

herde him called for / he came forth fro behinde moche of the 16 

\} If. 26,bk.] people / his visage aft rede for shame that so ^many folkes called 

him / He came bifore the kynge, & kneld doufi, and salewed him 

as he coude fult wele for aft honour was yn hym / the kynge toke 

hym by the hande / <fe made him to rise vp / and bihelde him right 20 

The King eutentilly / & the more he behelde him, the more was he ameruailed 

much struck of hym that excedid alle othir in euery thinge to be preised / then 

piiiiip. talked the kynge wit/« him / and so did kynge ffirabrace also, and 

yn alle his wordes they founde him suche, & so wele assured / that 24 
they were ameruailed. The kyng of Sizile, & alle they that sawe 
him, thought / there were moo laudable thinge^ yn hym than any 
might reporte / he was gretely lokid on of alle them that were 
there / and euery man praiede for him that god of his grace sholde 28 
longe contynue hym yn honowr. yriihyn litle while, kynge ffirabrace 
departed from the kynge of Sizile to his loggyng, to his dyner. 
The kynge of Sizile commaundid fferaunt to " brynge ageyn kynge 
ffirabrace aftir dyner, & le Despwrueu also, and then shali they se tiie 32 
queue, the ladies & gentilwoman." & thus departed they to their 
whose beauty loggyug / AH that day in euery place was moche speche of the beaute, 

and prowess ^ •ttx •w\ •% \ •» t t » 

are praisd by pe?*sone & maucrc of Le Despwrueu. But they that had sene hym m 

armes seide, that his beaute was not to compare with his worthy- 36 
nesse / and some answerde that than passed he ati the world. The 
kynge, aftir his grete assemble was departed, went to his dyner / 
and vriih hym dynyd the Queue and his doughter. and ye may wele 
thynke that this dyner tyme, through aii the halle they hadde grete 40 
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speche of Le Despwrueu. The quene, & faire and good lolante hir 
doughtir, & alle the ladies & gentilwomen, desired so moche to se 
hym, that they thought the dyner right longe, and seide amonge 

4 them / " fuli euroiis is fFerannt the Seneshati, to whom god hath sent 
this man / by hym is he at this day moche honoured / & the moost 
renomed knyght yn this Reaume / If y were kynge, y sholde haue 
Le Despwrueu of myn house, for he hath noon suche " / On the 

8 tothre part, fferaunt dred right sore leste the kynge wold desire his Femnt fean» 

- , , . , ,1.1 111 ^''"^ "^e King 

newe 8e;*uaunt from hym- whiche was the thing that moost sholde ofsidiy win 

•^ ^ ° take Prince 

sorowe hym / and therfore aftir dyner / er he wente to the courte, he p»'*"p fro"* 
toke Le Deapwrueu alone yn-to his chambre / and seide vnto hym, 

12 " my dere frende & my childe, the kynge hath dofi you to-day grete 
honour, wherof y am right glad / for he may not do you to moche, 
neiiirtheles y drede that by som enuy that reigneth ^ouir alle, the p leaf 27] 
kynge sholde be exorted to take you from me yn-to his hous ; and 

16 if ye were yn wili now to leue me / it sholde be f* grettist displeasir 
and sorowe that myght befalle me / but y knowe wele it happeneth 
alday that men leue company for a higher seruice ; hou be it / seeng 
that y haue sene in you / y can not luge fat ye wiii so do / for ther 

20 is so grete bounte in you. I knewe weel fat ye haue not ben 

acompayned here as bilongeth vnto you, and therfore y grannt you so he gives 
fix) this day forth to haue v. or vj. men waityng on you / & to take six waiting- 
part of my goode« as longe as it pleasith you to be yrith me, as my siiareofhis 

goods* 

24 owne sone sholde, if y had any / and if god send me neuir noon, y 
shatt make you myn heir, yeldyng thanke to god to haue suche a 
successour." Le Despt^rueu fult humbly thankid his maister, & 
promysed hym trouthe & seruice to his power, without hauyng 

28 thought or wiUe to seche any othir maister, as longe as he wold 
serue / and that his maister shold lyue / and of this, at the request 
of fferaunt, promysed him his feith / wherof he was more sure than Prince PhiUp 
of any obligacion in the worlde / sone aftir departed fferaunt from Perant his 

32 hie loggyng toward the kynge / & had Le Despwnieu yrith him, that 
aboue alle thinge^ desired to se the kynge* doughte?% whom of beaute, 
bounte, & alle good manere was renomed thorugli the worlde. Wher- 
fore he apoynted hym, as goodly as he coude, to go with his maiste?' / 

J6 & they came euen as the kyng was arisen, and yit were alle the 

ladies & gentilwomen there / the prees was not so grete as it was in 

the momyng / and therfore men might more easOy se fferaunt & his 

company / Le Despt^rueu, for his grete humbles, was noon of the 

(rO first, whervriih his maister was no thinge pleased / for to his power 
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he wolde fayn haue auaunced hy?/i. The kynge resceyned fferaunt 
fult gladly / and aftir that he had salewed the kyiig he toke forth Le 
Ferant intro- Uespwrueu hy the liande / and brought hym to se the quene, seyng 
Philip to the vnto hir, "Madame, here is a gentilman of ffraunce that y hrynge 4 
you / if his beaute be not resonable, his worthines recompenseth, 
for by hym and his dedis hath the kyng, the Soudans brother, yn 
his prisoz^n / for to me ought not the honour to tume therof, but 
to god & to this gentilman / and therfore, niadame, y brynge hym to 8 
you / that it might please yowr grace to haue knowlache of hym " / 
The quene answerd to fferaunt / **for sothe, Seneshalt, a grete 
while sawe not y so faire a presente / & y wilt be aqueynted W2t^ 
[I if.27,bk.] hym with right goode ^wilt / and he is right welcome to me, & y 12 

shalt se hym & welcome him more at leiser / if it please god / and 
who says he's y pray you, brynge hym or sende hym often to disporte hym with 
himself with my doughtcT & the yonge ladies and gentilwomen of the courte / 
and the for it behouetli that we assay him in alle poyntes, if he be snche 16 
amonge ladies & gentilwomen as he is amonge you men / And if 
he can not wele the manere / y beleue he shalt sone haue lemed / for 
it is a comon seyyng / that men of warre be not good companyers 
with ladies & gentilwomen ** / Le Despwrueu Aimswerd / ** Madame, 20 
y thanke yowr grace right Immbly / and verily sheweth the same / 
that of the waiTes y can no thyng / but that my lord, my maister, 
hath taught me / for neuir yn my lyue was y yn warre but in his 
company, wheryn men may lerne bothe wele and honour / for y 24 
haue herde hym ymagyne & sey yn the euenyng, that hath befalle 
yn the morow " / fferaunt answerd & saide / " by my feith, sir, if 
ye be as light to lerne your contenaunce amonges ladies & gentil- 
women as ye haue ben to lerne the crafte of armes, ye shalt yn 28 
shorte tyme be a bettir mayster / than they that shalt lerne you > 
for so faiith it by you & me in the warres " / the quene lough, & 
seide, " y beleue / from hensforth, yn like wise he shalbe bettir wel- 
Philip is come than ye " / Aftir thies wordes, fferaunt made him to rise vp / 32 

taken to the J I » , . , , 

fair Princess & brought him to fairc lolante, that Le Despz^rueu desired so moche 

lolante, ^ ' ^ . . 

to se / he went not with a nay / but with a right good wille / and 
whan he sawe the grete beaute that was yn hir, he thought that alt 
that euir he herde speke of hir was no-thing in comparison to that 36 
he sawe yn hir / he salewed hir fult humbly, & the faire lady toke 
who christens hym bv the hande & seide, "my right dere frende, ye ar right 
nome. wclcome, & by that / that y se / yoz^r name is * Le surnome ' ; for ye 

ar not Le Despwrueu of beaute, ne of alle othir condicto^^ns as y here 40 
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sey. Wherfore me thinketfe your name is gyuen you with wronge / 
and also me semeth that my lord my fadirs warres be a grete dele 
bettir puruaide sith yowr comyng, than hifore / I trowe that god of 
4 his grace hath sent you hider '* / this yonge gentilman was so Prince Phiiip 
ashamed & so supprised with the beante of this faire lady, that he loiante's 
wist not what to Aunswere, saue that he seide, " Madame, god 
yelde your grace / but trewly y am wers pwruaide than my name 
8 can shewe / but what name that pleasit^ you, y am content to 
bere" / the quene & fferaunt lough wele at the word^« ^of hir [Meafss] 
doughtir / & fro that day forth was he named Le Sumome ; whiche 
enery day multiplied, for the more men asaide him at alle pointer, 

12 the more they were assured of hym, & founde him pi^ruaide of alle 
thinge / that to a noble man belonged. 

|his meaue tyme, abidyng the comyng of the kyng of Scottes 
sone / fferaunt & his feLiwe abode stille wiih the kynge, yn 

16 M grete ioie, for the tidinges of aocours that they abode / and 
yn this ceason of fferauntes abidyng, Le Despwrueu, that now is 
named Surnome, by the kynges doughter / euery day wold go se 
the ladies, & in especiati the Quene & hir dougther, on whom att He visits iier 

20 his mynde restid / and ther was he right ioifully resceyued / and 

euery day was preuyd in dauncyng / in songes that the ladies coude and .dances 
tbinke were couenable for a noble man to conne; but in euery 
thinge he passed alle them that were there / The kynge, for to assaie 

24: him, made lustis & tumeis / & noman did so wele as he yn He jousts and 
rennyng, pleyyng at the pame ; in shotyng, & castyng of the baiTe pi«yli' n^'* 
ne founde he not his maister ne his felawe / for yn euery thinge he ana beats" 

* everybody 

pasdid all othir. Thus past forth the tyme / but it annoyed gretly 
28 Sumome, that ther were no warres ne dedes of armes / for the cause 
of his depaHyng from his fadir was only to do god seruice yn the 
warres ayenst the hethen men : thus had he litle ioie, saue only of 
the faire and good lolante, to whom his hert was bounden for euer bat loses iits 
32 without departyng. IF Now leue we of a litle, to spcke of the lante. 
kynge of Sizilo and alle his courte, & we shalle speke of the armee 
of Scottes, hou they did aftir the depaHyng of fe messangere of 
Sizile. 
36 f 11^6 conclusioun thus taken, as ye haue herde, with the kynge TiieKingof 
of Scottes, that knewe thies tidynges, sent to the kynges of 




ffraunce and of Englond, how, vpon trust of them / & that 
they had aunswerde the kuyght of Sizile / that he had concluded 
iO to sende, yn the seruice of god, to the socour of Sizile, Dauid his 
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eldest sone / albe-it they knewe full wele it was not yn his power to 
asks England fynde ther-to a suffisaunt noinbre of folkes / wherf ore he praiJe 
what help eche of theym to assertayne hym what aide & socours they wold do 
to biciiy. to god / to the kynge of Sizile / & to his seide sone / bicause that 4 
vpon this he might take auise / & shewed theym vttirly that 
without their aide he helde his conclusion noon / IT Notable 
[I if.28,bk.] knyghtes & ^messangers went to the two kynges. IT Now was this 

Viage of Dauid spradde & pubblisshed thorugh alt Scotland / 8 
The scoujh wheiof Dauid & alle the yonge lordes & knyghtes of the land were 
eager t^» foi- gladder than euer they were yn their lyue / seyng amonges them 
i>avid, that they were moche bounden to god / that in the floure of theire 

youthe had yeuen them this auenture. Dauyd was a goodly yonge 12 
man, of like age to Sumome, wele condictoned, as to a kynges sone 
bilonged / and wele shewed it / as hereaftir ye may here / there 
was no thynge so noious vnto him as his long abidyng / and to the 
kynge his fader was no thyng so sorowfult as his sones goyng / for 16 
it was the day of the worlde fat he drad moost / and so he had 
cause, for it was fult longe or he sawe hym ageyn / In this ceasou 
of abidyng worde fro the kynges of ffraunce & Englond / he made 
and a large alle his prouisions & ordenaunce« for his sone / so wele and so honot^r- 20 

Expedition is ' 

prepared* ably / that thcr was neuer non suche seyn bifore in Scotland / In 
like wise alle the princes & Barons abielde them, & made to abile 
their sones, to go in this armee / whiche they desired to do sone / 
seyng the conclusion taken / many auncyente knyghtes there were 24 
also, affermed & concluded to auenture their lyues in this Viage, & 
thought them wele eurous to make their last viage in so high a 
seruice bothe for body <fe soule. IF The messangers spedde them so 
that euery man came there his charge was / he that came to the 28 
kynge of ffraunce, did his message right wele, & foryate no thyng 
what Aunswere he had yeuen to the knyght of Sizile / In trust 
wherof his maister was determyned to sende his sone, and ellis not/ 
The kynge of ffraunce, remembryng for trouthe what wordes he 32 
had to the knyght of Sizile, wolde yn no wise for his honour 
The King of Contrary them ; and therf ore, by good deliberacton of counselt, or- 
niises 10,000 deyucd to sende his Constable vfiih the nombre of .x. M* men, 

certifiyng him that at such day as the kynge of Scottes had taken / 36 
ther shold be yn his parte no faile / Thus departed the messanger 
of Scotland, that was honorably resceyued, & had grete yiftes. 
And now retunie we to hym that went yn-to England / that 
semblably in substaunce declared his charge, as the tothir had done 40 



men. 
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in ffraunce. tlie kynge of Englond, lieryng the wordes of the 
niessanger, sawe wele that, and be sente not socours as he promysed, 
ypon him sholde reste the charge, and so co/icluded to sende his The King of 

4 AdmyraU of Englond / and with him the nombre of ^vj. M! men / Ruamutees 
promisyng on his feith / that such day as fe kyng of Scottes had [i leaf 29j 
taken, shold not be failed by hym / thus delyuerd he the messange?% 
and honorably rewarded hym. and thus .ij. Messangers sped them 

8 so wele, yn shorte tyme they came ageyn vnto the kynge their 
maister, to whom they shewed hou they had spedde / Whan he 
herd thies tidinges, he perceyued wele ther was no lettyng for his 
eldist sone / than ordeyned he with alt diligence his apparaile, & so 
12 did euery man yn his parte / & so wele quitte them that at the day 
they had set / there was noon vnredy / and eche of the kynge« 
kepte his promys. Then was it a meruailous thinge to se, & a xue three 

W t\tk^ fit fi t*A 

faire / the iij. companyes to-gedir / that for the hono?*r of the under Prince 
16 kynge of Scottes lielde tliem only vndir the obeisaunce of his sone Scotland, 
Dauyd. IT Wele knewe Le Surnome, that the kynge his ffader sent 
som folkctf to thies socours ; wherfore he was in grete sorowe lest 
any of them shold knowe him, for be his wille he wolde not be 
20 knowen. IF Now cometh the day of assemble of the puissaunce of 

thies iij. kynges / and alle were at the porte Deon, yn Scotland, and embark 
the kynge of Scotte* conveied his sone tliider / and aftir that eueri Deun hi Scot- 

land. 

mannes harneis was shipped / they toke their leue of the kynge, 

24 wliiche vuuethe might speke to them, and in eapeciati to his sone / 
but whan he toke his leue, felle yn a swone / so that men were fayn 
to bore hym yn-to a chambre, so araied / that he senied rather ded 
than alyue. Alle they that abode & sawe their freudes go, had 

28 suche sorowe that they coude not comfort the kynge / for they were 
alle comfortles / they that wente made htle sorowe, but only to se 
the hevyncsse that their frendes toke for theym. The kynge hath 
co7}imitted his sone to the aduise of therle douglas & of the Erie David's ad- 

32 Busshaunt, that were wise knyghte^, & connyng yn the warres, & Lords dou- 
had seide to them bifore their departyng / ** my frendes and cousyns, uushunt. 
y put yn yowr handes the thinge iu the woilde y loue moost / & 
commaunde him to the kepyng of almyghti god, & sende hym forth 

36 wtt/t you " / and more might he not sey vnto theym. whan eueri 
man was to shippe / and the Sailes & ankera wounde vp, they had 
good wynde / that brought hem sone from the port / and alle the 
people that were a lond co?/imaundid them to the kepyng of oure 

40 lord / and there was euery day a seueuyght aftir their departir 
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gen^^ralt processione thorugti alt the Eeaume. Alas ! this grete & 
notable armee did litle profit to cristendome / wherof was grete pite 
and damage / but it is to thinke that god doth aii for the best / for 
[1 if.29,bk.] perauenture they ^that went yn his sendee went not as they ought; 4 

but I remitte all that to the knowlage of god. iJUumin.: »iegeby $hip9j\ 
The Saltan /^^ ^^ departyug of this grete & high armee was the Soudan 
Christian I I playuly eufot^imed / & yn like wise the kynge of Sizile / but 
If of alt the reaume of Sizile was not one wt't/i the armee. The 8 
Soudan, in eueri parte of the land that was yn his handea, had 
iolikes to here tidyng6« / and helde him and his power on the feldes 
nygh the portes, where as he thought they might aryue ; so wMyn 
litle while came certayne worde to hym, that men sy the cristen 12 
nearing Ga- navee comyng to take lond at the port of Gayette / the Soudan, 
heryng thies tidyng69, drewe thider \ii\h alle his puissaunce, & 
brought his ordenaumse wit^ hym, h ranged hym & his people 
and prepares ypon the ryuage, and leide his gonnes & his coluerynes to diffende 16 
theiriaiiaing. & distourbe the cristen mennys landyng / vpon the totbirside, 
Dauid of Scotlond, with alt his company, approched the port, & 
perceyued the enmys redy to deffende their landyng; and yn 
as moche as it was late, & that they knewe not the port, they toke 20 
councelt to ly at ancre til on the morowe, that they might se bettir 
what they had to do : So did they as ye haue herde / and at that 
[> leaf 30] tyme was the wedir faire and ^calme, & thorugh alle the cristen 
The Christian navce they made to blowe trompette«, claryons & taberynes, & alle 24 
joyt\a scene: maucr of myustraHcie, so that it semed wele a place of ioie / their 
baners & penot^ns set out fleyng wit^ the wynde, so that they that 
were on land might se them by the bright sonne / & thought it was 
a riche & a wele ffoumyssht navee. Oure good cristen men 28 
thought longe, that they might not set vpon the Sarasynes that 
theTuricish night. In the hoste of the Turkes souned they all night grete 
Hell. taberynes / that it semid bettir Helle than any othir thinge. Aftir 

all this done, Dauyd of Scotland sent for the Constable of ffraunce 32 
& the AdmyraH of Englond / & the moost part of notable knyghtes 
& Squyers, prayng them to take aduise & counceti what "vi^re best 
to be done / aftir many wordes & demaundes, the conclusion of the 
councoU was this / that men shold take .xx^ or xxx^ Galiette^, of 36 
the lightest that were in the Kavee, & that they shold be wele & 
strongly garnyssht w?!t/? artrye & serpentynes, and alle other abile- 
mentes that were behofifult / & that they shold go costyng the lond / 
to se where were best londyng ; and in this wise might they se 40 
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somwhat the maner of their enemyes / And also that in eueii 
galiette sholde be some notable knyghtes and squyers wele accom- 
payned, suche as were cownyng & expert yn arraes / this councelt 
4 was admytted / and euery captayne that had yn charge to ordeyne 
bis folkesy did it with att diligence / So euery man was redy at the Tiie fraiiiettes 
hoore that he was a pointed / & the Galiette* wele pt^ruaide for / & tiaus 
full of folkes / But ye may wele thinke that euery man went not 
8 that wold, for euery man had desire to auenture him in that high 
seruice / whan they were assembled, they departed & sprad in many 
placis / approchyng the aryuaiL The Soudan, seyng this company, reconnoitre, 
drew towardea them, wenyng veryly that they had come to take 

12 londe / wherfore he ranged his folke« vpone the aryuail as ny the 
water as they myght, for to defende the cristen mennys londyng ; 
where he did foly, for the Galiette* approched them so nye / that 
they drewe ati at ones withyn the shotte of their ordenaunce, & 

1 G were wt't^yn ij. stones caste to theym / for the Galiettes & bargette* 

drew but litle depnesse / & at this first encountre were many and ximot 
turkes slayn, & many grete lordes of theym ; for the moost noble 
alwey desired to be f ormest / that day bare the turkes grete damage / 

20 & with litle losse the cristen folkea retourned ageyn to their grete 

vessels, that lay at aucre w^'tTiout the port / ^whiche had seyne aH p if.so.uk.] 
that they had done on lond / and whan tliey came, they had grete 
laude and thanke, for they had so honorably aquitte them ])at day. 

24 Dauyd of Scotland / the Constable of ffraunce, the Amyralt of 
Englond, sende for their folke* to come to the shippe that Dauid 
was yn / for to telle what they had seyne on lond, and liou they 
did for the grete shotte that came. among hem, and hou they sup- 

28 posed that they alle might londe / and thus they answerd alle They report 
generally, that yif the grete vesselles might haue come as nere as David and 
the litle / it sholde haUe be a light thinge to take lond / but they 
sawe wele it was not possible for theym to come so nere / wherefore 

32 it was nedefult to take good aduise, ifor the company of the thre 
kynges that ther was / was not lightly to be auentured, for the 
losse of them might tume to ouir grete hurte to alt cristendonie / 
Dauid and alle the tothir lordes, hcryng this reporte, concluded that 

36 euery man shold take aduise of this matier / & on the morowe, in who resowe 
the point of the day, that eueri man shold here masse / and forwith tion next day. 
aftir meete ther ageyn / & sey ther advise, such as they shalt haue 
remembred that night / this was done, & eueri man wente to soper 

40 and to reste. IT Nowc shalt we retowrne to fe Soudan & his 
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folkes, that gretely meruailed of the maner of oure cristen folkes / 
for moche people had they lost by them / and aftir the depajiiyng of 
the Galiettes, the Soudan sent for alle his Capteynes, to take auise 
what was best to do / either to lete the cristen men to take loud / 4 
or to resiste theym / they sawe clerely that yif the cristen men 
cowtynued yn that they had done the day before / he might no 
thyng Wynne, but alwey lose / so he praied eche of them trewly to 
couuseile him, & say what was to be done / and aftir thies wordes 8 
he asked auise at one that him thought most sad to counseile in 
suche cas / & this knyght was named Baltasar / whiche aJt his 
tyme had vsed his lif in wanes / as wele on cristen as on hethen / 
the whiche Baltasar, aftir many excuses made, leyng the charge on 12 
them fat were wiser than he / seyng that it was full vnsittyng for 
hym to speke bifore suche as there were / & whan he sawe he 
might not be excused, he seid in this maiiere / " sir, sauyng yowr 
pleasir and correcctbn, ye haue a feble choyse of me / but sith it 16 
pleasith you that y shalt speke, & may not be excused, y shalt sey 
vn^dir correccton as me thinketh / ye haue sene the maner of the 
cristen to-day / what Damage they haue done to you & youre folke« / 
whiche is more than folkes put you yn knowlage of / ye se wele 20 
that alt their desir is to take lond ther as we be ; wherof y mervaile, 
for it were more profitable ellis where for them / and therfore y 
suppose that they haue non of Sizile with them / and so they wote 
not where to seche their port but here / wherfore me thinketh it 24 
were good this night to make pitted ther as they sholde londe, 
whiche sholde be wele garnysshed with ordenaunce, and that they 
shold be made yn suche wise that eche of them might defende 
othir / And also that ther might be made grete trenches, that ther 28 
might be grete nombre of people hid theryn / and that yowr grete 
su'mee drewe them a-bakke the draught of an arowblast, and there 
shewed them. I suppose verily whan the cristen shalt se that / they 
wold come in many placis to take lond / pe?'auenture alle the puis- 32 
saunce of them / and if they come ones withyn. gonne shotte, y 
suppose that fewe of their vessels, or noon, shal escape vndrowned / 
and for this that y haue seide of my opinion, alwey vrith correcczon, 
me thinketh ther shold be apointed moche people, wele pz^ruaide of 36 
vitaile til to-morowe yn the mornynge, to go yn hande al night 
with this werke / and yif eueri man do his deuoir, y trow it wol 
not dure half the night ; and as for my part, y wol begyn, if ye be 
plesed. and if myn advise be simple, y beseche youv grace / & alle 40 
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that here be, of pardon, for if y coude bettir / bettir y wold sey, and 
offre me to the best couiiseii" / Aftir thies wordes / the Soudan 
asketh forth alle othir folowyng / hou they thought, and he that 

4 spake nexte, seide / " sir, ye haue herde thaduise of Baltasar / that ah the other 
alt his tyme hath haunted the wanes / and for the spede of this ««»««• 
matier, to myn aduise ye may no bettir be adressed / wherfore, 
without holdyng of longe speche fro pointe to pointe, y can no 

8 bettir say / than y haue herd him say ; wherfore y offre my self & 
all my folkes yrith aii diligence toward the ^eriouvmyng ther-of / 
if it so please you." whan thies two had endid their reasons / 
the Soudan asked ferther / and euery man was of thopinion of 
12 Balthasar / offryng them self and alle their folkes to ali that 
pleased the Soudan to co7;imaunde / this counseli was sone 
taken & concluded / and they that shold do the dili^gence [» if. si, bk.] 
were ordeyned, and to euery man deliuerd their char<?e, whiche The pits and 

•^ " trenches are 

16 was done bifore day / and so wele accomplesshed that no man dug and 
coude amende it / for it was not so wele deuised / but it was 
perfot^rmed. 

E haue herde wele hou the cristen men had apoynted the 

20 \ moost noble men to be yn Dauyd shipe yn the mornynge 




be tymes / to take aduise what was to be done, at the houre At PHnoe 

David's 

apointed they came, & went to a counselt / and than spake Erie councu, 
Douglas for his maister / seyng, " faire lordes, ye knowe at oure 

24 departyng yister euen, howe euery man sholde take remembraunce 
of this grete matier. Wherfore, my lorde that here is, wolde fult 
fayne knowe jour auises / what is to be done, for he knoweth wele 
amonges you alle, prynces & Barons, ye haue this night fult ofte 

28 awaked to stodie aduise yn this high werke, where-yn we be / In 
whiche we may wynne the glory of heuen / the honoz^r and renome 
of the worlde / and aquyte vs of the charge fat is youen vnto vs. 
So praieth you, my lorde that here is / that it plese you to counseile 

32 hym / and he is redy to execute it to his power. The kynge his 
fadir hath ordeyned hym ther-to / and for that cause sent him 
hider " / aftir tho wordes, Dauyd hym self praide them the same / 
and than he bisought the Constable of ffraunce to speke first / for 

36 he was moost noble man of the company, and not werst pwruaide of 

good aduise / it was no meruaile, for he was one of the chief of the the constable 
Keaume of ffraunce. Then spake he, & seide / " y meruaile moche, advises 
my lorde, of so wise a kynge as is the kynge yowr fadir, that he 

40 hath sent you hider yn this grete & noble company, without 
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hauyng one only man of that same reaurae that ye shold aryue yn. 

vndir correccton / me semeth it a grete defaute / for as longe as 

oure enemyes wille / we shalle take no londe here / seyng the Soudan 

that, as they & allc his puissaunce bifore vs, and we not knowyng the londyng, 4 

where to whereby we haue neither Wisdam nor policce to helpe vs / also the 

kynge of Sizile is not aduertised of oure comyng / wherfore y wote 

not what to counseile you / but best, me thinketh, it were to sende 

they shall vnto the kynge of Sizile, and byde stille here til theire comynge 8 

waft for the ,^ ''^, . • i , , , „ , f 

Kinj? of ageyn / But ther is o sore point / they that shalle go, knowe not the 
way / ne where they shalle fynde hym / but y make no doute, if 
they may haue grace to come to hym / the kynge shall pwrvay for 
them to be conduyted surely y-nough / I can se noon other wey but 12 
this / for the more y thinke on it / the more strauuge me seniys 
p leaf 32] the matier / wherfore y can not wele geue you counseiH, ^but 
biseche youre Lordship to axe ferther of them that haue sene more 
than I. If or often tyme they that haue grettist charges be not moost 16 
wise / & so farith it by me / but as for my parte, y am redy to 
obeie you / and do you seruise as is co??imaundid me / and to 
bileue the counseile of wise & noble men, bettir knowing suche 
matiers than y, wherof many may lightly be founde in this notable 20 
company." Dauid vndirstode wele that the Constable was yn dis- 
pleasir, by cause they had noon ther of the Keaume of Sizile that 
Tiie Admiral might couduyto them / and so he askid forth the Amiralt of Ing- 
agrees. loudes auiso, whichc in alle poyntes folowed the Constable of 24 
ifraunce / & shewed more sad matier to be troubled than did the 
Constable / and spake as he that was not pleased, leyyng grete 
charge to them that had the conduyte of the armee^ / and Dauid of 
Scotland askid ferther, but he fonde noon that coude take a ferme 28 
purpose. Thus as they were yn argumentes, vriihont any conclu- 
The look-out sioue takyug, they that were in the somer Castells & toppis of the 
that the shippis / that mi^^ht easely se alle them that were a londe, per- 

SiUtjinhas ,.,,,.., , ,, , . ..,-1 

withdrawn cevucd vemlv that the Soudan and alle his armee was witndrawen 32 

his army ^1/ -i i i i . 

from the morc than the draught of an arowe: & anooii they tolde thies 
tidynge« to dauyd / & to alle theym that were with hime, whiche 
forthwith went vp on the shippes / an sawe it was trewe that they 
had seide / Som of them seid the Soudan did this for to haue 36 
bataile, & to haue the cristen men at lesse defence / & som seide 
that he wiVhdrewe him for the grete losse he had yisterday \vtth the 
gonnes & shotte of cristen men / whiche he wolde no more abide. 

2 ? MS. arluee. 



aliore. 



The Turks repel the Christians' Attempt to land, 45 

alle they that were there, seide that they withdrewe them for they 
might not wele feight so ny the water, seyng the smalle vessells so 
wele fumyssht / Than they concluded to go thider ageyn / and it 
4 was ordeyned that they shold go, that went the day a-fore, with 
many moo yn their company / so than was the houre apointed / & 
to eue?'y man deliuerd the charge of such feliship as shold go at 
their conduyte / whan the houre came, alle men went to their ves- The ciiHs- 

... - tiaiis man 

8 sells / and in especiali, grete nombre of yong knyghtes & Squyers, their smaii 

VVW47I9* IsKSvl 

moo than had done the day a-fore / & whan they were assembled / advance, 
they spredde their vessells as they had done the day bifore. Of 
the tothir parte / grete nombre of Turkes came out of their pauylions 

12 toward them, makyng semblaunt to defende the londe; they that 

were withyn the barges & Galiettes, in all haste nyhed the ^ Londe, p if.82,bk.] 
& then feyued the turkes to withdraw them, for the grete shote of The Turks 
cure cristen men / tliis seyng, they of the Galiette* approched so retreat; 

16 nye that they might a lepte to fe londe if they had wolde; & so 
they had done, if it had not be defendid fro them / the turkes that 
were yn the trenches & in the pittes, that were so wel made that 
their shot was alt a longe the see side fro place to place, & was so 

20 wele garnyssht that no thinge failed ; and whan they sawe the 
barges & Galiettes so ny, that they might no nerre with-out 
londyng, then lepe they out of their trenches / vrith so horrible a their men in 
noise & cry, as though i,t had ben alle the ennerays of helle ; & alt leap out and 

24 at ones shotte with gonnes, serpeiitynes & culuerynes, arblastes, 
crosbowes ; <& alle suche ordenaunce as they had / they lete go at 
ones ; and whan the turke herde this noise, he made to caste vp a 
cry & a noise amonge his folkes, & drewe thiderward in suche 

28 maner that alle our folkes were a-ferde ; & not wtt/wut cause / for 
many of their barges were a londe, & had fewe gonnes or serpen- 
tynes to defende them self vfith / and they were araied in suche 
'wise / that they were almost destroied / for the moost part of them 

32 "withjD. / were so hurte that they, might not helpe them self / the 
remenaunt durst not shewe them, for the grete shot that came on 
them / moreouir, ther were at this first encontryng .iij. or iiij. Three or four 

111 ii^.-io Chriiitian 

galiette« & barges drowned / wheryn many a notable knight & puies and 

bat owr lolkes bu'"^, and 

/ many men 

pat were in fe grete Nauee, & might se pis grete infortune / but k»id- 
they had asmoche sorowe as fey might here / for yn fts litle 
15'auee was fe flowr & fe choise of alle feir yong chiuallry / full 
to f eyne wold pey at pat tyme a bene a londe to a uentured their lyues 
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yn the helpe and rescuse of their frende« / but for alle their dis- 
comfort / it might now be noon other. The turkes did their deuoir 
TheChria- to destroie the cristen / and the cristen put payne to saue them 

tiann retreat, ' r r j 

havinRioBt self I wit/iout makyng any othir warren, the moost paH of them 4 
came ageyn to the grete jSTavee, Wherof were hurt vfiihovii nombre / 
& many of them dyde that were hurt \fi\h the gonnea & serpen- 
tynes / whan ali this was endid / they tolde of their losse / Boii 

and many yiij. of their Smallest vessells were drowned, wherof neuir a man 8 

men kild and " 

wounded. escope, beside alt the remenaunt that were hurte / this day hath 

done asmoche harme to ])e cristen men as sholde a done a grete 

bataile, for suche as were of hy & grete corage, that woldo auenture 

[1 leaf 88] them / the moost part was dede. ^ There was the sorowe & com- 12 

plaint that eueri man made for his frende / aswele for the hurte as for 

I drop tiu8, the dede / whiche were to longe to reherce. IT I shalt leue of this 

annoys me. sorowe, for the writyng therof annoieth me / and I retowme to the 
Soudan & his company / that make grete ioie this night / thinkyng 16 
that for a bigynnyng this was a faire auenture / and knewe wele by 
them self of the night a-fore / ynne what discomfort the cristen men 
were / and gretely honoure they The knyght that hadde yeuen 
them this conseile. that nyght concludid they to tary there stille, 20 
til the cristen Navee was witMrawen, for the grete losse & sorow 
that they had / this nyght was yn the cristen Navee no counseiti 
nor conclusion taken, for euery man had y-nough to do, to visits 
his frende / there is no sorow nor mysfortune but it most passe. 24 

Prince David So ou the morowe Dauyd assembled his counseilt ; and aftir that he 

lioldHasecond ,,,, 

Council. had made the compleyntcs & lamentyng of them he had loste, to 
their nyest frendes / he praied them euerichon to take this auenture 
yn pacience, & to shewe their best counseilt in this matier / & for 28 
to reherce the opinions of eueri man, it shold be to longe, I shalt 

It decides go to the conclusion, that was this / they apointed two notable 

to send two ^ ^ •% •% t » It 1 * 

Scotch yonge knyghte*, hardy and wise of their age, and wele aduised, & 
land by night, prdcyued them to take that night a Galee / and more than ij. leegis 33 

from the Soudans puissaunce thei sholde londe / & put them in 
and capture a dcuoir to take som mauer of pe?*sone walkvns: yn the f elde«, whiche 

Turk to show , ,, , ^, , , , r 7.. -i ^ \ 

them the way sholdc tcche them the wey to the kvnge of Sizile. whan this was 

to Sicily. . . "^ J n 

apointed / they leide the charge of the message on thies two 36 
knyghtes, whiche were bothe of Scotland, whiche charge was no 
thinge elles but that they shold telle by mouthe, what auenture was 
befalle to the cristen Xavee / and ali for lakke that they had no man 
of that countre that coude conduyte them / and that they wolde 40 
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abide tlier / the messangers / xiiij. dales / and if thei retowme not 
witTiyn that ttme / they wolde departe / for they had no lenger 
vitaile. Thus depa?*ted the two knyghtes / and euery man praide 

i them to do wele their deuoir ; so they went to their vessells, & 
slepte there til it was night / than toke they their course toward a The two 
grete wode / that semed a two leegis from the Soudans hoste / then knights land, 
they toke vnto them vitaile for ij. or iij. dayes, & armed hem 

B lightly, & toke theire sheldes and their swerdes / and eche sware to 
abide by other yn alle auen^tures ; & wele might eche of them trust \} if. »!, uk.] 
othir, for they were cosyn germyns, comen of the best lynage yn 
Scotland, as of Barons / and of their age of them self moost renomed. 

2 So moche did they that, vnperceyued or knowen of any persone, 

they came to the forseide wode. this forest was f ul longe, and but and get to a 

wood 

litle wey fro thens was the place fro whens kynge ffirabrace de- 
paHid whan he was taken / and that forest endured to the playne of 

5 Tapyr / that Olyuer, fferaunte^ brother, had yn gouemaunce. Now 
ar thies ij. knyghte^ londid, and made their praiers to almyghti god 
to be their guyde, and conduyte hem from alle them that wold hurte 
them / then they wilke forth thorugh the forest til it was day / & 

} when it was day, they perceyued a grete hy wey, that was moche 
vsyd & betyn with horsis / it was a wey that went to a Toure of 
kyng ffirabrace / & assono as they might / they leste^ this hy wey / 
and toke a more wilde wey in-to the foreste / alwey costeyng by 

4 the same wey, to the entent to mete vfiih some laborer that might 
auertise them where they were / so long they went til they came 

out of the forest / and were aHmost at the Towne of ffounde / where They come 

-,_, ■ _ ' near Fondd, 

a grete ganson was of the Turkes / and they dred to come yn any 

3 toun6 til they knewe more / and wttMrewe them ayen in-to the 

forest / they had gone but a while, but they mette an olde woman / and meet an 
that bare a fagot on hir hede of stikkes, that she hadde gedird yn 
the wode / and whan she pe?'ceyued thies knyghtes, she knewe 
2 anoon be their abilment that they were not of the turkes, & she 
dred hir moche, & seide vnto them in such langage as they might 
wele vndirstonde / "my lordes, preised be ihesu criste / that y 
haue founde you here, for y se wele ye be cristen / & forsothe so am who pretends 

J ^ J J I tobeaChria- 

5 1/ and for that y wote not that ye knowe this contre / y wol aduise t»a"» 
you to be ware / for on that honde is a grete garison of thQ Turkys 
folkes." and this seide she, for she thought they had sene the 
place, by cause they sholde haue the more affiaunce yn hir / when 

2 ? for Ufte. 



48 The old Turkish Woman's Plot to capture the two Scotch Spies. 

the knyghte8 herde her speke / they wende wele she seide trouthe, 
and came the more out of the wode to speke more to hir / and 
askid whiche was the nexte place that hilde of the kynge of Sizile / 
The old wo- she seide it was hut .iiii. myle thens / and that a knysht had it in 4 

man tells the o ^ i ^ o 

spies that a soue?'naunce, that was called Olyuer, whiche was Brother vnto the 

Sicilian town o ' j ^ 

off*"' * *^"®' Seneshalt of Sizile ; & she seide that hut a litil while syne / the 
Soudans brothir, kynge ffirabrace, was taken prisoner hifore the 
[I leaf 3*] same place / the ij. knyghte* were ioifult of thies ^tidynges, & 8 
praiede the woman that she wold hringe hem thider / she made 
semhlaunt of haltyng, as she might not wele go / for there was no 
thinge she drede more than to come yn to that place / for she was 
knowen ther for the worste & the moost vntrewe that yn hir tyme 12 
lyued / then asked they hir, what wey they myght holde / and she 
tolde hem the trouthe, & shewede hem whiche wey they sholde 
take / and that si i old not faile them til they came withyn a bow- 
shot of the place / than bitoke they hir vnto god / and helde forth 16 
As soon as that wey aswele as they might. & whan they were out of hir 
she'runs to ^^8^^ / ®^® ^^ide douue liir fagot / and ranne yn suche wise toward 
the garrison, the garfsou of the turkes, that she semed not lame / for vnnethe an 

horse might ouirtake hir ; so fast she ranne / that by than she 20 
came to the place, she might vnnethe speke / and whan she was 
i^irkfJh^ca*- ^^®*'^®^> she called the Captayne & tolde him alt that she had 
^itei^ "sifiM ^o^^^®> ^ ^^^ 8^® thought they were not of the Eeaume of Sizile ; 

& hou she had counseiled them / for she dempte they were of the 24 
cristen armee / that is nowe come, " and if ye wille, they may not 
escape you, for y shall brynge you where y lefte hem " / whan the 
Captayne herde this olde woman / he callid his folke«, & made hir 
to reherce the tale ay en bifore them ; & so she did, & seide verily 28 
they had no horses, but wente a fote, & drewe toward Olyuers 
place / wherto they might not come but by ij. passage* / thenne 
He sends two apointcd he xx^ of the garisone to go forth in ij. partes to the two 

parties ot nis 

men to catch passages that they thought thies ij. knyghtes sholde passe by / and 32 
sent forth othir .x. with this olde woman, to wite if they might 
fynde them nere ther she lefte them / Thies ij. cristen knyghtes, 
that sawe this olde woman renne thus whan she was departed fro 
them / and that she was not lame as she had seide / knewe fult wele 36 
what hir entent was / & wherfore she ranne so fast toward the 
The Scotch Sarasyns / wherfore, as wise knyghtes of warre, they drewe them 
farther into ferthcr yu-to the wode / yn-to the thikkest therof / costeyng alwey as 

the woman had taught them / so that they came neither yn hy wey 40 
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nor path / but costeydo forth as streight as they coude, towardes the 
place / And for the turkes, that y haue tolde you rode to the ij. 
passagis / they toke no grete hede to the reporte of this olde 
4 woman / but seide amonge« them, ^ " oure Captayne is wele occupied [» if. S4, bk.] 
to geue any credence to the seyng of this olde woman / that is wors 
than the blak deuelt of helle : it may as wele be that she doth this The oM 

- . woman's 

for the harme of vs. as for the hurte of othir / it is not good to report i* 

' *^ pooh-poobd. 

8 trust to moche yn hir sorowe / haue he that hastith hym ouir faste 
for her wordes / it is goode we auise vs wele a-f ore / for Olyuers 
folke^ be men of grete vertu and worthynesse / and if we approche 
their place, y suppose we shalt not retowrne witkout debate " / with 

12 suche wordes rode they forth al easely, so longe til one of the x. 
that were to-gedir, perceyued the ij. knyghtc« comyng out of the 
wode, & toke the wey to Olyuers place / whiche was not fer fro 
tliem. & when the turke« perceyued hem, they spored aftir them The 2 scotch 

16 in aH that they myght / the two knyghte« vndirstode wele that they attackt by 
were enemys, & fled toward the fFortresse / but they were so nere 
them / that they ouirtoke them wtt/iyn lesse than a bow-shotte to the 
toune & ffortresse / & whan they sawe they might no ferther, they 

20 put on their helmys / and aredied hem to their defence, & made a 
syne to them of the place for helpe, & set them self ayeust a tre, 
& defendid them ayenst ati .x. The wacche of the place, that sawe 
wele aH this, sende worde to Olyuer herof in aH haste, whiche 

24 came vp anone on the wallis, & sawe wele alle the feelda^ aboute / 
that there was no moo but they, & that they were so nere his place / 
wherfore he had no drede to make his folkes issu out on them / & 
anone they came to the socours of thies ij. knyghtes, that wele and ouver Mnds 

28 manfully faught / & be than had slayne ij. or iij. turkes / & made roccour the 
suche way aboute them / that their enemyes durst not wele approche Knighta, 
them, the turke« perceyued fe comyng-out of fem of the place, 
and durst not abide them / but anon fled streight toward the wode, 

32 but ther was noon that folowed hem / for assone as Olyuers folkes 

came to the ij. knyghtes, they tarycd stille with them / and brought who are then 

, ,, . ', ._ brought safe 

them yn-to the toune to their maister, that resceyued them with to wie fort- 
grete ioie whan he knewe what folkes they were / and askid 

J6 them of their tidynges / whan the knyghtes sawe Olyuere, they 
thankid god of his grace / that had brought them yn-to his handes ; 
and than they tolde him aH the pitous & sorowfult auenture that 
was falle vnto the cristen the day bifore their departyng / the dis- 

[0 comfort of Dauid, the kynge of Scottes sone / & of alle the Prynces 

THREE kings' SONS. B 
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[1 leaf 85] of ffraunce, Englond and Scotland, that were there / & ^hou they 

wist not where they were / nor horde no worde fro the kynge of 

Sizile, wherof they thought grete meruaile / seyng that he was 

assertayned of their comyng / of tyme & houre of their departyng / 4 

The Scotch, and neuir had sente one only man vnto them / wherfore they toke 

&c., are anffry i ^ 

«Jg>eKing grete displeasir / and were gretly annoied towardef^ him, & had 
tlTthen?*"^ sente them / vpon their retowme wMyn xv. Dayes / or ellis to go 
their wey / and tary no lenger / Olyuer excused the kynge as moche 8 
as he might / for he sawe wele it was nede / & that the cristen had 
cause of displeasir / So made he the knyghtes aH: the chere that he 
coude, & promysed to conduyte them to the kyng of Sizile, that 
was hut ij. dayes iowrnay thens, of whiche kynge we wol speke 12 
nowe, for we haue lefte of hym a grete while. 
TheKhjgof F | ihe kynge of Sizile, knowyng verily the Armee made hy the 

iij. kynges, assemhled the thre estates of his lond, and 




helde a grete counseilt, to take aduise hou he might con- 16 
duyte & gouerne him, the ceason he ahode the comyng of the 
cristen armee / eueri man counseiled hym to reise alle the power of 
his lond, a litle bifore suche tyme as the cristen armee shold arryue / 
accordyng to this auise he did / and sent for alle maner abile men 20 
and his folk, of warrc / & auoon wit/iout any delay they came vnto him / 
arraied and accompanyed as wele as they might / thenne shewed he 
vnto them / the hope & comfort that he had, to haue socour of the 
cristen men / and the kyng was then wele accompanyed aftir the 24 
pouerte of his Eeaume / and the grete losse that had fallyn ther- 
to / & for they of the reaume had moche leuer dye / than to con- 
tynue yn suche case as they had bene a grete while / for this cause 
came alle maner of folk 68 / eueri man for his parte as wele abiled and 28 
and the King accompauycd as they might / In like wise the kynge of Hungry, 
and hisr*^^ that loyucd to the reaume of Sizile, hadde arredied him & alle his 
power, to mete with the cristen men at their londyng / accompanyed 
with the kynge of Sizile, trustyng at that day to se the wanes 32 
assemble to eudid / Thus the kynge of Hungry, wele acompanyed, abode eueri 
Expedition dav to here tidynsei^ of the cristen / but noon he herd / whiche was 

from Scot- '' "^ ^ ' ' 

land, &e. a gretc defaute yn alle partyes / For lakke of sendyng eche of them 

to othir, grete harme befille, wherof was grete pite. The kyng of 36 
Sizile, abidyng tidynges, was asserteyned by his Capteynes that the 

[« If. 35, bit] Soudan had assembled alle his people, ^as they vndirstode by suche 
of his folkes as were taken prisoners / and that he purposed to 
encountre the cristen armee, whiche was ny the costes, as he vndir- 40 
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stode. The kynge, knowyng for certayn thies tidyng<?s from many 
places, toke the felde with alle his folkes, a thre leegis from the 
Soudan on that on side of hym / but his puissaunce was not to 
4 dele with the Soudan and his hoste / & than toke he counseilt 
what was to be done yn this matier ; and they auised him to ley winie wait- 
sees^e to a place that was named fosses, whiche was but iiij. myle Sicilians and 

° ^ J ^ Hungarians 

fro the porte where-as the turke lay. This sholde be but for a besiege 
8 maner to holde his peple to-gedir til the londyng of the cristen 
armee / & to thentent to cause the Soudan drawe thiderwarde til 
the cristen might londe / for he entendid to hooldc no seege ther / for 
and the Soudan came / he wolde withdrawe him / for he was not 

12 able to dele with him / thus was the conclusion taken / and as yn 
maner of a seege, loggid liim and his folkes bifore the place, where 
he was the same tyme that the ij. knyghte^ came to Olyuer, whan 
he promysed them to conduyte hem to the kynge in ij. dayes. 

16 IT On the morowe fult erly, whan the ij. knyght<?5 were wele restid 

at their ease, Olyuere puruaide for them .ij. good horsis / & conveied oiiverbnnga 

1 111, 11 1 1 I , 1 theaScotch 

them so wele that he brought them to the kynge / and \iiilt the KnigiJts ti. 

° JO/ the King ot* 

lease peyne he might do so, for alle the hethen men were viiih the siciiy, 
20 Soudan / saue only they of the garisons, whiche were not right wele 
fumyssht with folke, as it shewed wele by the place that the kynge 
of Sizile lay bifore / thus as the ij. knyghtes and their gnydes 
rode / they questioned of the kynge of Sizile & his puissaunce / and 
24 Olyuers folke^ tolde hem the grete paynes, hardnesse, mysery, & 
pouc^'te, this pore Keaume had endured / and than they tolde hem / 
hou, bi-f ore the comy ng of the cristen armee / a man like an Aungel and they are 

; "^ . 1 o told of the 

yn beaute, to seynt George m worthynesse, was come vnto them, & wonderhii 

•^ ' "^ ° J y f acts of Prince 

28 sith hys comyng, they had neuir but good auenture / and alle their Phiiip. 
dedes & emprises were come to good conclusion / and tolde them 
of the ij. first good auentures that felt sodeynly at his first comyng, 
and tolde alt the maner hou they fell / and tliat sith his co??imyng, 

32 one Sizilion was worth vj. turkes, and by fore, vj. of them were not 
worthe one turke / and that nowc the turke* might not endure 
ayenst them / of thies tidynge* were the ij. knyghtcs wele com- 
forted / and desired no more of god, ^but that their company were p leaf S6] 

J6 ones assembled with the kynge of Sizile / And for to knowe more 
of this yong man that was newe come in-to Sizile / they asked his 
name / "for sothe," seide their guyde, **whan he came hider, his 
name was Le Despwrueu ; but for that cueri man hath sene yn him 

so moche wele & noblesse / the ladies of the courte haue named him 

E 2 
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Le Surnome ; for they sawe him yn no thiuge dispurueid that longid 
to honour / thus now his name is Sumome. And if ye wilt knowe 
him, it nedith not to desire any man to she we him you, but 
beholde the moost faire and amyable, and the moost likly of the 4 
kyngc^ armee / and that is he, and by this ye may lightly knowe 

The 2 Scotch hym" / The ij. knyghte* of Scotland rode forth aH ioifully, hering 
thies tidynge^, & had grete meruaile that yn the pe7*sone of one 
man might be so grcte cause of preise, desiryng moche to se him / 8 
so longe they rode, that they approched the kynge of Siziles hoste / 
and at their welcomyng, there was right a grete assaute at the place / 

join in the and they alight as folke of right high corage, and went streight to 

Fosses. the saute / & fonde ther many pa vis throwen to the erthe / and eche 12 
of them toke one, <fe w^ent to the wallis, beholdyng who did best / 
& they sawe, by force of defense, that the saute began to waxe lesse / 
& many folke* to w/tMrawe them / for there were many of the 

Tiiey see cristeu woundld & sore hurte / but at the laste, they sawe at o toure 16 

Prinr« Philip ' ' *' 

fn i^tSwer""* ^^® ^^ *^® kynge of Siziles parte that valiauntly fought, and for no 
thing wolde descende, but rather was maister of that toure / but he 
had noon erthly helpe / wherfore he made a syne to his company 
that they sholde retowme / hou-be-it ther were full fewe fat drewe 20 
thiderward / for euery man helde hym vttirly destroied with-oute 
i*emedy. men might se wele a-fer that he was sore assailed / but 
me^'uailously he defendid him / so that noon durst abide a stroke 
of his hande. he was so hy a-lofte that nedid to drede, neither gonne 24 
shot, ne stone cast / nor no hurt they might do him, saue only with 
stroke/; / and the turkes dred his strokes so moche, that they durst 
not abide him ; thus, as half taken, was he vpon this toure, & sy hym 
self at a mischief / wherfore he made synes to the people, geuyng 28 
them corage to come ageyn / thies ij. forsaide knyghtes of Scotland 
had be their but a w^hile, when they herd cry, " Le Sumome is lost / 
but if he haue socour / whiche sholde be the grettist hurt that euir 

[» if. 36,bk.] befell to the reaume of Sizile ;" & anoon they knewe ^wele that it 32 
was the same valiaunt squyer of whom they haue herde speke, 
whiche stode yn auenture for lakke of socowr. than toke they ij. a 

and go to his laddir, and drew them toward the toure / anoon aftir them came 

lielp. ' - 

many moo folkes, but they were the first, be a good while, that went 3d 
vpon the laddir / the saute began on alle parties more huger and 
more sore than it had ben bifore / thies ij. knyghtes of Scotland 
did aH: their payne to come vp / & to make them to be knowen of 
Surnome, as wele as of them of the hoste. wherto they did aH the 40 
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diligence that any noble men might do / & many tymes were put 

doune of the ladders / & many tymes remounted ayen. Surnome, Prince PhUip 

seyng the good wille of them, thought, with the helpe of god, to 

4 make them better wey / & so betoke him-self to god & blessid him / 
& auaunced hym-self amonge the turkes that were on the walles 
a-boute the toure, delyng them suche lyuerey, that many he slewe / 
and the remenaunt fled bif ore hym / and so made he the two and the two 

8 knygbte« of Scotland, and many otmr, to come vp on the walles / "^"*»''** 
the turkes drewe them to the market place, sore discomfit, the Turks from 
kynge & his folkes entred yn-to the toune by the gates that were 
opynd vnto them by them that had wonne the wallis. the defence 
12 that the turkes made yn the market place ayenst the kynge^ folke^ 
auailed not ; for, with the hclpe of Le Samome, alle were slayne / 
thtts was the towne wonne withont any grete losse or damage to the and Fosses 

is won 

cristen men / and it was bothe faire & stronge. Thies tidiuge^ came 

16 anoon to knowlage of the Soudan / wherof he was right sorowfutt, 
& knewe wele tlier was to hym a right grete losse / & impossible to 
him to recouer so many good men as he had slayn there. And 
thies ij. knyghte* of Scotland were gretly ameruailed of pat they The 2 scot^-h 

20 had sene that day, yn the persone of Surnome, more than they had wonder at 
herd sey / then desired they moche to accomplissh theii'e charge p»»iip'« 
that they had to the kynge / and also to se Le Surnome vnarmed, 
and that pey might be aqucynted wit/i hym / assone as tlicy myght, 

24 they founde vp them that had conduyte them, whiche they sente 
to the kynge / to certifie him that ij. of the se^niaunte^ of Dauyd of 
Scotland were come to him / fro the saide Dauyd, desiryng moche to 
speke with the kynge / seyng that hir message was hasty. The 

28 kynge, hou-be-it that his folkes were yet alle out of aray, & that ho 

wist not where noon of his coun^seilt were logged, yn asmoche as [Meaf 37] 
the towne was newly wo72ne / wherfore euery man was loggid with- 
out an herbeiour, he sent them worde that withyn ij. houres he wold 

32 sende for them / and co7)imauiided them that had conduyte them, to 
holde hem company vnto that tyme / and that they shold put them 
yn deuoir to do them all .the chere and ease they coude / The 
kynge of Sizile, afbir that he was wele loggid, & his folkes, and 

36 made gret slaughter, & wanne grete good, he made to seche where 
they of his counseitt were logged, & sent for them to come to hym ; 
and than sent he for the knyghte** of Scotland / that, as ye may wele They arc 
thiuke, had not chaungid their abilementes / for their somers were the Kmg of 

40 not ther / they came to the kynge, their visages grete and swoJne of 
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The 2 Scotch the stroke^ that they had resccyued, & sallied him right honorably, 
the King of as knyghtes of honour that had be right wele acostomed to do suche 
thinges / yeldyng thankee to god of the grete and good fortune / that 
he had that day / geuyng hym a grete commendacton and preise / 4 
seyng that the place that he had wonne at this tyme, was not con- 
querable wtt/fout the grete grace of god, and worthinesse of his 
pe^sone & of his noble chyualrie / aftir this, fro Dauyd of Scotland, 
that the Ex- the prynccs & lordes of the cristen Armee ]7at at that tyme were 8 
his Allies yn the see bifore the port of Gaiette / made they semblable reco?w- 

have waited '' r i j 

at Gaeta, mcndactou, scyyug to the kynge / that for to do seruyse to Ihesu 
criste / to hym, & also to his Eeaume, this grete and might! armee 
was sent fro the iij. kynges, of ffraunce, of Englond & Scotlaude, of 12 
the whiche Armee, Dauyd, the kynge of Scottes eldest sone, is chief / 
and he and alle the prynces and Barons of his company meruaile, 
yn-asmoche as ye were assertayned of the Armee by their pi'opre 

and not had messangers / and of the day of their departyng / and yit haue they 16 

one message 

from him, not one only messanger fro you / nor yowr auertisement hou they 

shold be demeaned, nor haue not yn their company one man of 

this Reaume ; whiche thinge gretly abasshith them / that so mighti 

a kynge, so porely hath condite so grete an acte / wherethorugh hath 20 

folowed moche harme & shame to the cristen men / And there they 

80 that the toMe of the grete ynfortune that felle to the Armee the day bifore 

their army their dcpartyug / and enformed the kjrnge that the flour of chiualre 

[I If. 37, bk.] of the cristen armee was full ny lost that day, ^and so many of them 24 

were slayne / that it was grete pite to reherce : this sore annoied 

them, and so ought it to the kynge yn whos seruice they came / 

seyyng ferther, that if they had not right sone tidynges from the 

kyng, that it was not possible for them to abide there / for this 28 

infortunat day caused grete displeasir amonges them / so J>at 

therefore I^^uid had right grete peyne to kepe them stille / for whiche cause 

swn *** "'*™ *^®y ^^^^ humbly requyred the kynge to be hastily spedde, for such 

was their charge. The kyng of Sizile, heryng thies wordes & 32 
tidynge^ that the ij. knightes had tolde him, hou-be-it this day had 
be right ioifult to hym of the takyng of this stronge towns / yit 
was he sore troubled yn his corage, & seide / ** they shold be answerd 
& delyuerd the nexte morowe," for he desired moche to se this hy 36 
and noble company / to the whiche he was as moche beholden as he 
might be / " and y beleue verily that ther is the flowr & choice of 
chiualrie / for yn you, faire lordes, hath be shewed this day grete 
noblesse / and if alle yowr company be such / it may be called the 40 
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flowr of chiularie of the worlde / for ye haue made you more to be TiieKingof 
knowen this day in this company, bo the of the worthy men and of the 2 scotch 
cowarde* / than they that haue ben moche lenger here / y leue fuH 
4 wele yowr visage* be vnknowen to cowarde*, but the abilemente* of 
your bakkes might wele y-nough be knowen of alle them that were 
behinde you. viiili them y was / & therfore y kuowe yowr abilement 
wele / y leue / he that was yn the toure knowe yowr visages bettir 
8 than y do / for ye shewed them vnto him / that at that tyme had 
ful grete nede of socours." The knyghtea thanked the kynge fult 
humbly, that for so litle deserte yaue them so grete honowr, & 
seide / " that he allone that was yn the toure, to their conceite was 

12 cause of the good auenture that day; & it semed them / that he Theyprai8e 
allone suffised y-nough for half them that were Wit/i-yn, for ther ' ^ *' 
was noon that durste abide his strokes." As they were yn this 
talkyug, ifemunt the Seneshall, & Sumome his se;aiaunt came yn 

16 to ]>e kynge / & assone as ])e ij. Scottyslie knightes sawe Le Sur- 
nome come yn / by the report pat they had of them pat had con- 
duyte them / pey wist for trouth it was pe same / for, so goodly a 
man ne saw pey neuir. & pan thought pey pat it was he pat 

20 was on pe toure, & for the vois that pey had herde amonges the 
people that cried " helpe Surnome p«t is on pe toure " / pey 
thought corteynly pat the name that the ^ Ladies had geuyn hym, [» leaf ss] 
was more ])ropre for hym than the first name / for god and nature 

24 had higlily pt^ruaiede for him. Assone as the kynge sawe hym yn 
the Chanibre, he came to hym / & embraced hym / & seide to the 
knychtes of Scotland, " knowe ye this man 1 " / that one answerd who \» intro- 
anone & seide / " for sothe, s<r, yea ; and y sey for trouthe that he them by the 

28 is Le nouwpareil that euir y sawe or herde speke of. and god of his They caii 

1 * , 1 1 1 , hhnthe 

grace long contynue hym, for by the name that renneth on hym NoiipareiL 
now he is vnarmed, we knowe hym ; and by his dedes and prowesse 
whan he was armed to-day, we iuged it shold be he also / and I wote 

32 wele, whan (mx maister, Dauid i»f Scotland, shalt here that we haue 
sene yn hym, he shall put hym yn grete peyne to haue his 
acqueyntaunce / for we knowe certaynly that the gretest desire that 
he hath, is / to haue acqueyntaunce yfith Valiaunt folkes / and knowe 

36 wele that his body, his power, and his goodes shalbe as redy this 

gentilmannys, as his oune." Le Surnome thanked them alle shame- He iimnks 
fastly of the honour that they gaue hym / prayng god that the 
hundreth part of this that they seide, might be yn hym / for ho 

40 knewe fult wele that this preise came of their goodncsse / for an ill 
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hert deyneth not to preyse anothir. " I sey this, for that this day, ye 
Prince Phiup that Were vnknowen, hauc made to be knowyn yn eche of you, yn 
Scotch one houre / more than this is yn any of this company j and for 
sothe y haue to day knowen you more be sight than any man yn 4 
this hoste / and the kyngo that here is / ought to thanke god & you 
of his good auenture." Yf y shold reherce the worde« of honoure 
that were bitwene Le Sumome & them, y sholde haue to moche to 
do / but e[ue]richon to his power honoured his paHy. H Aftir this 8 
talkyng, the kynge made to conduyte the scottissh knyghte« to their 
loggyng, & commaundid them to be hono?«rably se/nied, and wente 
him self to his counseilt to wite hou he sliold do to the cristen 
Armee / & there were they longe debatyng this matier / And at last 12 
they were of acorde to sende notable folkes to Dauyd of Scotland, 
Tiie King of to the prynces & Barons of his company / desiryng them that they 
Council ad- shold dcparte fro thens, & drawe to a-nothir porte, that was, Le 
Allies to lind tourc dc grctuz / and there esily & without any pejile they might 16 
tf« Qretuz. londe. albe-it that the port was som what more daungerous, yit were 
it not so grete auenture for them the londyng ther / and they 
[Mf. 88, bk.] thought, if the cristen Armee were ^onys Londid, sone aftir the 

turkes sholde haue more than y-nough to do. The knyghtes that 20 
sholde do this message, were ordeyned that night, whiche on the 
morowe by tymes entreprised the viage wtt/i right good wilt. The 
Scottisshe knyght6« were sent for / and the kynge of Sizile seide 
The King vuto theym yn this wise / " my frendes, and right wise Valiaunt 24 
the « Scotch knyglitc« ! y haue herde the credence that by you was sent me fro 
my good cosyn, Dauyd of Scotland / and my good frendes, alle othir 
princes and lorde« ther / yn the whiche ye haue right notably 
declared the niysery that they haue suffred for the honour of oure 28 
blissed creatore / and for the socours of this pore and desolat 
Reaume / whiche is to me right soroufult to here rehersid. and for 
to make mjrn excuse, y knewe verily by my ioXkes that y had sent 
to the iij. kynges, ther answere / and what tyme the Armee shold 32 
that their dcpartc / but neuir sith, by them nor noon of them, had y neuir 
never told tidyngc«, by letteres nor othirwise / and for that ye knowe wele / the 
their Expe- thyugcs chauugc ofteu yn so hy matiers / y wist not what to thinke, 

dition had «/o o i-.i r t • i t%/» 

started. for y supposed verily to be assertayned fro them of their comyng / 3o 
which, and y had knowen it, had not be conduyte as it is now / but 
tho thinges that god wolt haue suffred, may not now be amendid / 
therfore remytte we alle thinge to tlie wilt of god / And to go to the 
conclusion of the surpluis of this matier, to pi^ruey the best that 40 
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may be dofi, y haiie ordeyned iiij. knyghte* of my folke«, that 4 Sicilian 

. Knights 

knowe best the conduyte of thies inarche«j / and they shal put them Kuide tiie 2 

./oil 1 ^^^"^ ®"®* 

in deuoir to brynge you ayen to yowr maister / & declare vnto hym bacic 
4 suche conclusions as y haue taken with my counseilt / whiche to 
their power they shalt helpe to execute / and shall not departe fro 
hym til he and y be to-gedre ; & so ye may pwruay to depafte whan 
it pleasith you / and they shaH be redy to accompanye you " / whan 
8 the scottissli knyghte* had herd the k3mge, they were right wele 
content of his Answere, and toke their leue of the kynge / whiche 
gaue eche of them a courser, and othir grete gUies ; and thus they 
departed / and iiij. knyghtes of Sizile with them, whiche conduyte 

12 them so wele, that they brought them to their maister ij. dayes to tiie AiUeR. 
bifore the terme that he had set to his seruaunt^^. and at their 
comyng, it is no question if ther were ioie thorugh alt the company, 
for they wende neuir to haue sene the houre of their retowme. And 

16 after their comyng was knowen, ^and that they had brought iiij. [» leaf so] 
knyghte^ of Sizile with theym, the prees was grete a^boute theym / 
as wele of the frendes of thies ij. knyghtes, as othir that helde them 
half lost / & were right ioifuH that they had accomplisshed their They arc 

20 charge^ to their grete honour. & eueri man desired to knowe of their weicomd, 
tidyng«« ; but, as good & right wise knightes, they tolde nothinge til 
they had spoken yriHi their maister / and assone as they might, 
they went vnto hym, & lefte the knyghte* of Sizile accompanyed 

24 we't/i many a noble man / til tyme they knewe the pleasir of their 
maister / what tyme they shold bring the knyghtes of Sizile 
vnto hym. 

And aftir their comyng vnto hym / there had they a lawde, 

28 honour & thanke that they so valiauntly had accomplissht the charge and thanict. 
he had geuyn them, than tolde they hym hou they had spedde, and 
that .iiij. knyghtes of Sizile were come with them to enforme hym 
of alt the kyng6« entent / and to abide stille with hym til their 

J2 londyng. Of thies tidinges was Dauid right glad, and alle they in 
his company / and anoon sende forth ayen thies .ij. knyghtes, with 
many othir notable men in their company, to fecche them of Sizile. 
And anoon they came ayen / and brought thies iiij. knyghtes viiih The sicUian 

J6 them, whiche f ult humbly salued Dauid & alle the lordes of his are fiitro- 

/ 111 , . . 10 <^uced to 

company / yn recommendyng the kynge, their maister, to them, & Prince David. 
to alle the noble chyualrie & co/wpany that was yn this armee / they 
were resceyued right ioifully of Dauyd, and of all the lordes that 
to were present / they performed their charge, so as ye haue herde 
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before, that the kynge gaiie them at their departyng / & ofired them 
self to the acco7?zplishment therof / and to helpe to conduyte them 
wit/iout departyng fro them / til the kynge & they were mette with 
the grace of god / Aftir their credence herd / they were ledde to an 4 
othir faire vesseH, wele accompanyed with knyghte^ & squiers. and 
The Allies the counselt abode stille to-gedir, to take aduise vpofi this message, 

resolve to 

Ket ready what was to be done / and so they coricludded. In-asnioche as the 

next daj} 

kynge of Sizile had sente thies knyghtf>« to conduyte them / that 8 
on the morowe alle the maisters shold be wamyde to aredye them 
[I if.ss.bk.] forward, and on the next ^day be-tymes to put them yn the garde 
and start for & conduytc of thies knygbtes of Sizile that the kynge had sente 
day after, them / Alas, fortune ! whan a man weneth to be moost sure, than 12 
is he nere his daungere ; for sone aftir this apointement and this 
grete ioie, there befello suche infortune that it was grete Damage to 
att cristendome, as ye shalt anoon here / this counseH, takyn, the 
knyghtes of Sizile were sent for / and tolde them the conclusion 16 
that was taken amonge the lordes / wherof they were wele content, 
and thought the conclusion good, than euery man departed, and 
brought the knyghtes of Sizile to their loggyng, and did them att 
the honoier and chere that men myght do yn suche cas. Dauid made 20 
his knyghtes that he had sente yn-to Sizile, to suppe wit& hym that 
Tiie 2 Scotch nyght, to telle hym and the Constable of ffraunce, & the Admyratt 
the French of Euglond of their tidynge*, bothe of their departyng & of their 
a»Mi ^i2^^ demeanyng, and of cdl the manere of the contre / than the two 24 
Jdventures knyghtes tolde hem suche tidynges as they knewe, and of the olde 
iu Sicily, woman / yn what wise she wolde a betraide theym / and hou they 
escope, and were reskowed by fferauntes brother / and hou he made 
them to be conduyte then in alle haste to the kynge of Sizile, 28 
whom they f ounde assautyng right a faire to%vne / & wanne it. than 
and the they tolde the noblesse of Sumome, and all the honoe^r they hadde 

nobleness •' 

PI uf"^ herdo of hym, and all that they had sene hym do / & what honour 

he put them to bifore the kynge / and hou he was the moost 32 
amyable pej'sone that euir they sawe, daies of their lif / and they 
wende that nature coude not, nor neuir sholde, make no suche / And 
so moche they seide of hym, that alle the lorde* that were there / and 
alle othir, had grete me/niaile ; and if the knyghtes that tolde it had 36 
not ben of their age the moost renomed of sadnesse & trouthe yn 
the cristen Armee / they coude not haue bileued them / for suche 
worthynes, bounte, & beaute, semyd them ympossible to be yn one 
pej'sone. Also the knyghtes seide of the kynge of Sizile moche 40 
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honour / and tolde yn what maner he excused hym, wherof alle the 
loides that were there thought them self coulpahle, seyyng, "verily The AiHes 
that they did iUe, bat they had not sente one to hym hifore the they ought 

to have 

4 departyng of the armee fro Scotland, for to haue had som of his warnd uie 

^ *> ^ Kineof 

folketf to he conduyte by. Nowe was alle thinge yn suche cas that siciiy of 
it was past remedy " / wherf ore they praied god that the remenaunt 
of their viage might be ^bettir conduyte, and more to their honowr [i leaf 40] 
8 and profite / Than tolde they hem that, " by the noblesse of Le 
Surnome / the hardy nesse of alle them of Sizile was redoubled / for 
where .vj. of the Turkey haue put to discomfitt^re .xx^^ Sezilions & 
moo / at this day it is the contrarie; for it faileth not, but vj. 

12 Sizilions are worth xx** turke« / and they, thynke verily / that, and 
they myght ones ioyne vfiih the turkes, they sholde lightly wynne 
the ouir hand of them." The iiij. knyghtes of Sizile suppid yn a 
nother vessel!, rehersyng ther aH the wynnyng of the towne, and The « Sicilian 

16 the manere of the il. knyghtes / and howe they were knowen for pmisetiie 

o / 1 # , / I ., , 2Scotch 

their prowes ; & reported grete honowr of them / and seide vnto hem Knight*, 
that accompany ed them / " if alle ye be such as they .ij. are / I wote 
wele the turkes shalle not longe abide you." Of this tidynges were 

20 alle they ioifulle that herde hem, and coude the ij. knyghtes right 
grete thanke, that so wele aquytte them / and so did they to the 
knyghtes of Sizile / that so honorably reported them. Aftir soper, 
eueri man drew hym to his loggyng / for to be vp on the morow 

24 betymes, for to redye hem to departe the next day / thus eueri man 
went to his vesseH. Nowe I pray god conduyte them / for this 
nyght toward the point of day befelt them a meruailous harde 
fortune, as ye shalle here folowyuge. 

28 1 lEtwene midnyght and the point of the day, grete wynde & a tremend- 
J3 tempest aros vpone the see, yn such wise that the shippes rises, 
tombled as they shold alle to-breke ; and at the point of the day the 
tempest was grettir than bifore / and the wawes came with such 

32 violence, that eueri wawe came in-to the shippes, and ouir them 
an C. galons of water at ones / oure goode cristen men, seyng 
this huge tempest, feli on their knees with their handes ioyned The Allied 
toward the heuen / bisechyng god of mercy, rehercyug vnto hym / g^ S?^ 

36 that they were departed out of their contre & possessions to do 

hym ^sendee, & had also forsaken fadir & modir, wif & childe, [* if. 40, bk.] 
only for his sendee, bisechyng hym to geue hem that grace / that 
they might wele retoMme ayen yn-to their con trees. At that tyrae 

40 was the noise so grete a-monge the Nauee, that the Soudan & alle his 
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company were full ioifult / for they might wele here them / and a 
myle beyonde that he was. It is to thinke, that of this grete and 
hidioiis tempest they were gretely reioised / tnistyng it sholde do 
The hideous grete hutt to the cristen armee / and so it did / for this tempesi 4 
makes tiie contynued til the sonne risyng / and brought them to suche necessite 
cut their that they cutte their cables & drew vp their sailes, and put them 
alle in the auenture of god / many shippes were dT3ruen forth wsU 
the wynde / some caste hider and thider with the wa[w]es / that had 8 
neither saile ne mastc / nor noman so hardy that durst conduyte 
Some ships the stecme ; som of the shippes russet to-gedir, that they alle to- 
gether, brake ; & some drawe forth, waityng but dethe. The Erie douglas, 
that was in Dauid vesselt, made the moost pitous compleyntea that IS 
any man might make; for he sawe wele by the shippes that 
pa^isshed & drowned afore hym / and also by othir that he sawe 
dryue forth vrith the wynde, som vrithoxii either saile or maste/ 
that alt was yn auenture to be drowned / than seide he thus / that II 
Enri Douglas alk might here that were aboute hym / '* A ! ffortune male-eurus/I 

laments tiie i.iii i i. 

danger. thought me highly honoured to haue in my conduyte the eldest 
sone of my souerayn lorde, yn so grete a seruice as the seruice of 
god / nowe se I wele, that to god pleasith neither his seruice nor t 
luyn / but rather we must dye / and ende oure lyues wrecchidly / 
and of ]>at dethe pat yn this world y moost drodde. A! my 
creatoMr ! I pray the resceyue the sowles of my maister and of vs 
alle yn this company, yn-to thy glorie / and knowe wele, that for the^ 34 
we are in this cas, and for doyng vnto the, seruice / we are come to 
oure dethe ** / Such wordes and compleintes made the Erie Douglas, 
that was a fult wise and a worthy knyght / and yit was that vessel 
still e at ancre, and so was noon of the company but they / they 2S 
thought with euery wawe the vessell shold alt to-breke / " & than," 
seide the maryners, " it behoueth to put vs in the auenture of god." 
the yonge Dauyd, seyng this dolorous fortune, was agreable to cutte 
Tiie Prince'a the cables / and anone as they were cutte, the vesselt smote a londe 3) 
ashore, and streigfit before the Soudan / and brake all on peces / and so ther 
escope noon, but alle were drowned saue Dauyd and Erie douglas, 
p leaf 41] and vj. othir persones, that with lielpe of boordes droof ^to Londe, 
Prince David whlclie was thor ny / then had the Turke of his cruelte comr% 
fmf is^^attockt mauudid, that if any of fortune came a-lyue to londe / that tbey , 

by Turlc8. . . ' 

sliolJe sle them without raunsome / and whane his people sawe this 
yonge Dauyd, they came to sle hym / and that, sawe the Erie 

1 the = thi 
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Douglas, and sterte bifore hym / to diffende hym / but his helpe 
auailed not / for anoon he was slayne at his maisters fete / and so 
were alle they that came with hym / saue hym self / and he, seyng 
4 hym in this daunger, withdrewe hym, and set his bakke ayenst a 
litle rokke was ther / trustyng to diffende his lif / and that it shold Prince David 
be dere boughte to som of them that wolde sle hym / & than he self, 
thought his dethe sholde be the more easy / and that eueri noble 

8 man of lionowr wolde haue the more pyte of his dethe / so put he 
hym vttirly yn the hande« of god / and leyde so aboute hym that 
noman durst approche hym / for he slewe of them many. The and wiis 
Soudan, that saw the armes that he did / yn his hert had grete "*"^ 

L3 despite / and spake a-lowde / " what ! shall o. cristen man discom- 
fort this armee / if there were any noble man amonge^ you, he shold 
endure but litle while " / he had a sone of the age of xx" or .xxiiij** 
yere, that behelde all this, & had grete pite of this yonge lorde of Tiie snitan's 

.6 Scotland, that so manly diffendid hym / and meued with suche orcays, pities 

.,.-,.«,., , ,, , Prince David, 

pite / ayenst tlie wilr of his fadir, he went to hym, brekyng the 

prees / & made eueri man to withdrawe fro hym / and sithe seide 

vnto hym / " my frende, thou seest clerely that thy strength may 

not auaile the / & that thou stryuest and feightist without reason / 

but yelde the to me with thy fre wille / and I shalt brynge the to 

the Soudan, and pray hym for the." whan pore Dauid herd thies 

".. "wordes, he was not of a grete while so glad as aftir the auenture 

H that god had sent hym / for he knewe wele that he had spake to 

^' hym / was a lorde of grete estate / bothe by his aray / and by the 

"'^ obeisaunce that alle men did vnto hjm / and thus he answerd hym, 

" My Lorde, ye se yn what cas y am / if I feight in diffendyng my 

'to lify noman blame me, for I haue sene yoz^r folkes take litle pite on 

any of vs / alas ! what may vj. pore persones do ayenst alle yowr 

company, whiche were fallen yn yowr mercy / & humbly asked 

jouT grace & mercy / and, sauf I. allone, they are alle slayne / many 

!$2 folkes shalle calle this rather rigoe^r & tiranny than any honowr / 

but of the offre that ye haue made me, right humbly, my lorde, I 

thanke you / and I. yelde me to you / here is my svverde " / whiche who gives up 

he delyuered hym / & seide, " In you is my lif and dethe, whiche, wm. 

86 ^had not be the trust of youre assuraunce, y wolde a done my [Mf.4i,bk.j 

peyne a litle lenger to diffende / so demeane ye me as it pleasith 

you." And this yonge sone of the Soudone, named Orcays, assured 

hym on his feith. and aftir that, was noon so hardy that durst 

40 approche hym / thus was yonge Dauyd takyn / & brought by 



r> 



62 
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The Sultan 
wants to 
kill Prince 
David; 



bnt his Ron 
Orcavfi tells 
his Father 



that he will 
die with 
David, 



who yet says 
he is ready to 
die joyfully. 



He prays God 
to receive his 
soul. 
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The Sultan 
orders Prince 
David to be 
kept prisoner. 



Orcays bifore his fader / whiche made hym take of his helme / and 
sawe hym, of visage and body, of right excellent beaute / and saide 
to his sone, " ye wol nedely take this man prisoner / but it is bettir 
lete hym dye than lyue, without he wol bileue as we do / for he is 4 
meruailously shapeu to do armes, as ye haue sene hym proued by 
experience / and if ye be so content / me thinketh best / that men 
delyuer the worlde of hym lightly " / this yonge Orcays, heryng his 
fadir, was yn grete sorow and displeasir / & thought yn him self 8 
that he shold sle hym also with his prisoner / and seide vnto his 
fader. **My Lord, the first prisoner that euer was taken with my 
handes y haue brought bifore you : the payne that y had yn takyng 
hym was not grete / wit/wut any stroke he put his trust yn me / 12 
where noman durst come ny hym / & leue not / that yn one man be 
the power to destroie this company / wherfore ye nede not to haue 
no drede of hym / but ye may do with hym & me your pleasir / for 
y thinke not he shalt die without me / seyng the feith that I haue 16 
promysed hym ; and if any othir than ye lay hand on hym, he may 
be sure to repcwte it, for y shatt diffende hym to my power while y 
haue any lif " / and thies wordes seide Orcays so vigorously, that 
his visage wex al rede. Alt this vndirstode wele, this yonge Dauyd, 20 
w/t/i visage assured / as he that abode the dethe / without hauyng 
any regarde to his lif, seide to the Soudan yn this wise / " Sir, y 
holde me wele ewred of the wordes I haue herde you sey of me / & 
be ye assured, yf y die, y shaft die .wit/i ioie to thynke for whos sake 24 
it is / for of my lif y rekke full litle / if it please my creatowr, y haue 
lyued y-nough / sith this day y haue sene so many a notable man 
die befor me / and y haue no will to leue their company / for y am 
wele assertayned that be this houre their dethe is to them right 28 
ioifult / I am yolden to this lorde bifore you vpone his feith / y 
wote not who he is / but forth wit/i y aquyte hym therof, & pardone 
hym and you also my dethe / prayng to ot^r lorde, at my dethe to 
resceyue my soule." The Soudan, heryng his sone speke, seyng 32 
hym vttirly wroth, had pite of him / and all-be-it he was ^ right 
hard / yn corage ayenst alle cristen / yet had he pite also of Dauyd / 
that so hardyly spake, & witTi so stable manere, abidyng dethe with 
suche corage / that to beholde, he was all recomforted / and so he 36 
answerd his sone, not geuyng hym no surete of his pmoners lif / 
bade him lede his prisoner where he wolde, so he were kepte sure / 
" and y shall take aduise here-on / and shaH speke vfith you / and y 
doute not, aftir ye haue herde me, ye shaH be content of that / that 40 
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I woti do " / Thus this Orcays sent forth his prisoner ; but for drede 
that men sholde do hym any hurte, he kepte hym aH that nyght yn 
his chambre, wtt/w)ut departyng fro hym, for he knewe the cruelte 
4 of his fadir such that, & he might gete him at large / he wolde 
make hym to be slayne / and thenne wolde he laugh ther-ate / as 
though a had made kyl a dog / or som othir vnthrifty besto / and 
for thies doute^ kepte he contynuelly his prisoner with hym / and The Turkish 

Princo 

8 as a bridde is assottid on hir make / so was Orcays of Dauyd. orcays is 
% Af tir this crete tempest was thus befallen vnto the cristen with Pnnce 

David the 

Navee / ye may thinke welle / that the vessells helde not alt one christian, 
wey / for som arryued by infortune amonge^ the sarasynes / wherof 
12 som were kepte as prisoners / and some were put to pore ocupa- 

cions, as to kepe shepe & bestes / for they solde the cristene men as some chrfs- 
they wolde selle catelle / and they that had bousjht theym, bete sold nice 

, , ,., ' 1 , -,.1 , , I , , ciiattel«and 

theym euery day like dogges, and they did not wele that / that they treated uke 
16 had yn charge / the tothir vesselle* to whiche god wold extende his Turks. 
grace / aryued / som yn ffraunce, som yn Englond / som in Scot- 
land / many aryued yn othir cristen reaumes / wherby the sorow- 
fulle tidynges were sone spredde thorugh-out alle cristendome / and 
20 sone came to the knowlage of the kynj:;es of fFraunce, of Englond 
and of Scottcs / that were hugely sorowfulle of that ynfortune /and 
eche of theym made grete enquerre aftir their frendes <fe seruauntes / 
but noon ther was that coude assertayne theym what folkes were 
24 saued or loste / eueri man trusted his frende were sauf, their herte« 

desired it so moche. The kynge of ffraunce vndirstode verily that TJie Kings 

,, of France, 

the moost pa^-te of his folke« shold retowme / so did the kynge of England, and 

^ /JO Scotland 

Englond and the kynge of Scottes / that euery day herkened for Rrfeve over 

28 tidynge^ of his sone, fat he loued asmoche as any fadir might do ?i'f/''„^*P*" 
his child e / and trusted moche yn the wisdam and conduyte of the 
goode Erie Douglas / that had the gouemaunce aboute hym / A 
grete while thought he that he herde no tidynges of them .ij., for 

32 ^ there were come many othir / & of the reaume of Scotland were [' if.42,bk.] 
not loste past .vj. shippes / the Erie Bussaunt was sauf, & many 
othir notable men of Scotland / the grete losse was in Dauyd 
vessell, for it is to thinke that yn his vessel 1 was many a notable 

36 man. Of Englond came ageyn many / bothe the Admyralt / and 
the moost parte of the noble men that went forth, but som were 
loste. Of the reaume of ffraunce came ageyn many / but the goode 
Constable abode / men wist not whedir he was drowned or takyne. 

40 ffor final conclusiown, eueri man of this thre reaumes trusted wele 
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that their frendes were sauf. Aftir the retoz^me of hem that were 
come ageyne, y can thinke the iiij*? parte of this arme was myssed, 
of such as were takyn, & suche as were drowned / tho that the 
kynge of Sizile had sent to Dauyd were saued / as for the two 4 
knyghte« that had been wit/i the kyng in message / y wote ner 
whethir they were saued or not / for y fynde no more of theym. 
The King of m r E shalle retowme to the kynse of Sizile, that fulle sone was 

Sicily re- % / . 

proaches \ assertayued of this ynfortune, wherof he was so sorowfull 8 

hiniHelfas ■ ^ / 

rjjrtiy the 1 that noman might recomfort hym / and iuged him self yn 

iM8^**"' P^^^y ^^® cause of this auenture ; &, as a man enraged wt't/i sorowe, 
cursed the houre of his birthe / & wisshed hym ded / sith thorugh 
his defaute & negligence, so many notable prynces & lordes were 12 
perisshed and dede of so lamentable a dethe / and seide / " y wote 
wele / and y had aquytte me to them as y shold / they had bene a 
londe / & noon of ali this ynfortune had happed ; but wele y wote, 
the turkes sholdf sone a be destroied / and this londe set yn a perfit 16 
reste / But nowe sheweth wele god / that y am not to hym agre- 
able / and that I haue done some synne that displeasith hym " / ye 
may thinke that yif the kynge of Sizile had such wordes / that 
The Three echc of the iij. kyuges, [of] ffraunce, Englond, & of Scotland were of 20 
""8 seniblable condiciown, thynkynge yn hem self / that the seruise that 

they did to god was not to him agreable / for by their owne corage 
they knewe wele they had done this seruise more for veynglory, 
and to haue a renome, than for the loue of god / and therfore they 24 
jndement of tliought the iugemeut of god, and his stroke, resonable / thus their 
owne conscience iuged. The kyng of Scottes compleyned hym / 
" Alas ! y haue sent my sone, for that the kynges of ffraunce & of 
Englond put it on me / & for myn honoure y durst not refuse it / 28 
[1 leaf 48] and yf y had not dred shame, he had ben yit stille vriHi ^me / at 
his departyng y had suche sorowe that noman might comforte me / 
and for thies thinges, y wote wele y haue displeasid god / and haue 
not done as did Abraham by Isaac his sone / y ofFred not seruise to 32 
god of my childe / but y offred to the worlde, & for drede to haue 
The King of had shame / god that is iuste / and that knoweth the condicions of 
that G<Ki has man and their thought, hath refused this seruise, as he did the 

refused the 

service of the sacrifice that Caym did / and he hath good right / but myn owne 36 
sone, that with my trespas might no thyng do / wente wtt/i so 
grete corage & desire, that me semeth / god ought to haue pite on 
hym. As for my self, I crye god mercy / & beseche hym to haue 
pite on my childe / where-som-euir he be " / and thus yn secrete 40 
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plaee the pore kyngo of Scottea made his compleinte, wepyng alwey 

& prayng to oure lord for his sone / The kyng of Englond, on his The King of 

England 

party, remembred also / how longe he had taried to sende socour to 

4 the kynge of Sizile / and yit had noon sende hym, if he might by 

any meanes a left of / and so he sende more for drede of shame 

than for the lone of god / and yit he felte himself ferther coulpable, 

for asmoche as he had leide the charge to the kynge of Scotte^ to 

8 sende forth his sone / whiche was so goodly a yong man / and now 

is lost thorugh his counsel! / and yit he did it to thentent but to 

cause the armee to breke / and for this / he thought wele god was 

displeased wit^ hym / and of right hath refused his seruise. The 

12 kynge of fraunce had sent his armee yn the company of Dauyd / and the King 

all6 to a nothir entente than the .ij. kynges did / for he dred, if he reproach 

tliemselves 

sent hem not forth, that god wolde be displeased with hym / for at «? to tiie 
su(^ tymes as his sone had often meued hym yrith the same, & he pediuou. 

16 wold not enclyne to his request, god suffrid him to lese his sone / 
whereof he toke suche sorowe that he neuir recouered to that he 
was a-fore / and therfore lest god wolde take vengeaunce on hym, 
& aftir his dethe vpone his reaume, that was fulle like to be lefte 

20 witJioute heire / he did to god his seruise / wherfore he knewe wele 
yn hym self / that he had done this seruise to god, more fore drede 
than for loue / and therfore he thought that god was not pleased. 
Thus thies iiij. kynges that ye haue herde of, eche of theym leide 

24 grete charge to them self of the sorowfuH auenture. But ouir alle But the King 
othir, the kynge of Scotte^ made grete sorowe, and alle his reaume, grieves most 

_ ' TT^ ^ 1 ^.1 « 1 ... , ' for the loss 

for yonge Dauyd; and so did alle the iij. reaumes / for the grete ofhtsBon^ 
vcrtues yn hym, eueri man perfitly loued hym / and thought it was 

28 to importable a losse. Thies ^thre reaumes aforeseide / were yn [> if. 48, bicj 
compleynte^ & wepyng, & in especiaH for their hendes, that were 
not retot<med ayen yn-to their contrees / neuirtheles, eueri man 
trusted that they were aryued in some othir lande / or takyn 

32 prisoners / and that they shold here tidynge^ of them / and many 
contynued yn this hope duryng their lyucs, & in especiaH women, 
suche as myssed their husbonde^, that neuir sawe theym aftir / and 
some ther were / that in litle while were recomforted wtt/i the 

36 reto««me of their frendes / the fortune of this world is not like to 
euery body / But nowe y shall leue of this sorowe, that was made 
thorugh all thies reaumes / & retottrne to the kyng of Sizile, that, The King of 
aftir the destrucczon of the cristen armee, was discomforted out of *^ ^ 

40 mesure / neuirles, he pcrceyued, as a wise Prynce, that no discomfort 

THREE kings' SONS. F 
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migfit remedy hym / wherupone he shewed his wisdom, and put ati 

his trust yn god / and assembled his grete counsel}, seyng vnto 

tells iiis them in this wise. IF " My frendes, eche of you is assertayned 

Council ft* It 

of this pitous auenture that is befallen vnto oure socours / yn the 4 
which were so many princes and Lordes, that came to vs from iij. 
reaumes / pat most might helpe vs / and it is to suppose that of 
them we gete no more helpe / and y holde this company, or the 
most part therof, loste, whiche kan not be without grete hurte, 8 
losse, & sorowe to the iij. kynges and reaumes /and therfore it 
that iii8 behoueth vs to take hede to oure self / I haue often sent vnto my 

father, the ' •^ 

Kini? of fadir, the kyncje of Spayne, and we can haue no socour : thens this 

Spahi, won't > J o r J > ^ y . 

keipthein; reaume is yn grete auenture, but god of his grete mercy helpe / and 12 
sith it is so / we haue the more nede diligently to beholde what is 
to do / than euir we had / for oure hope of othir nowe is failed vs / 
lete vs do oure self what we may / for othir comfort may we not 

but they must abide / My frendes, I pray eche of you to take good corage / & be 16 
content to obeie and abide the wille of oure lorde / & to take suche 
part yn pacience, as he wol sende / and y sey for me, that haue 
more to lese than any of you / y shall comfort me yn god, and yn 
the helpe of you, my trewe frendes / and yn your good counselt, 20 

He will Rive whiche y wol vse, and be redy to auenture my body, my lif, & my 

hiH all for his •^ ' '^ J Jf J ^ J 

folic. good amonges you, requiryng you alle, & eche of you, to yeue me 

counselt, comfort and helpe / & to auise shortly what y haue to do." 
Thus the kynge of Sizile spake to his folkes, with teres trikelyng 24 
downe ofi his visage, whiche caused alle them that herde hym to 
[I leaf 44] haue grete ^pite and wille to helpe to diffende his reaume. And 
they Aunswerde hym : " sir, to holde longe counselt is not profit- 
able, for it behoueth you shortly to conclude ; for ye may thinke 28 
wele that the Soudan is enhaunced yn suche pride by the destruc- 
cion of thies cristene folkes, that hym thinketh the sonne and 
the sterrea shold honoure hym / and that no thinge sholde holde 
They say the party ayeust hym / wherfore it is to suppose that he wol come yn 32 
attack them att haste vpoue you / ye be not of might to abide hym, seyng their 
corage is redoubled / & your folkes be amated and alle yn discomfort 
for this pitous auenture / wherfore y kan not thinke be no meanes 
how ye may abide hym / but me semeth it is best to take auise of 36 
suche as pleaseth you / & that the matier be shortly coTzduded, for 
the cas requireth it." The kynge perceyued that the knighted seide 
trouthe, & asked ferther this knyght was the first that spake, <fe 
answerd without t^riyng, for him semed that it was tyme, and 40 
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seido yn this manere / " sir, the cause y presume to speke, is, for the 
matier requireth such haste; neuirtheles, lete eueri man sey, in 
dischargyng of his honowr & trouthe / the best auise that he can / 
4 but me semeth / if the thurke knowe you here / he wol come to 
besege you ; and withoute any faile, if he ha\ie good counsel!, he 
wol do so / & if he so do / & ye abide him, ye haue no vitaile for 
jouT armee, wherfore ye may not longe holde party ayenst hym / 
8 & as for feightyng / y haue seide myn aduise / seyng his folkes so 
moche yn co7?ifort, & youres yn dispeire / But me thinketh that yn Ferant ad- 
this towne, that is right stronce & wele fumysshed v^itk orden- KinR to leave 
aunce, ye may leue a ij. Ml of good men / and a good Captayne, or sj^e. a»>«i go 

12 ij. of the moost notable of your armee / And yowr self, to-night or to Naples, 
morowe at the point of the day, to departe to Naplis, where-as the 
queue is, vrith alle the remenaunt of your company / whiche hath at 
this houre, y dare sey, right grete sorowe yn hir herte ; and if the. 

16 turke came bifore hir, she is yit right febly acompayned. and yf 
ye go thider, ye may so wele pwruay you, & so wele furnyssh the 
towne with men, ordenaunce & vitaile, that if the turke come 
bifore you he shall more lose than wynne / for the leiiger he hth 

20 ther / the more shal he spende of his good and lese of his men, & 
shaH haue asmoch of youres at his goyng / as he had the first day 
he came. And nowe lete vs nomore trust on rescue / but put oure 
only truste yn god / and y trust he shaH helpe ^vs bettir than we [} if.44, bk.] 

24 can thinke / a[w]d therfore lete not oure hertis faile vs for noon 
y[w]-fortune that is fallen yit / for he may socour vs whan it pleasit 
hym" / The knyght that spake thies wordes, was fferaunt the 
SenesshaH, that gladly was herkenyd of alle folkes / & gaue grete 

28 corage to eche of theym / Aftir thies wordes, the kynge askid alle the 

remenaz^nt of lorde«, knyghtes and squyers, of their aduise ; and yn The rest of 
conclusiot^n they were of the opmion of fferaunt / & preised gretly agree. 
his wit & counsell / seiyng that it was tyme nowe to leue of alle 

32 sorowe & lamentac^'on for any fortune that was befalle / & to put 
alle thynge yn foryetyng / sauf only to pray god for the soules of 
Buche as haue lost their lyues yn thies viage, and eueri man to calle 
vnto hym a desirous corage & good wille to auise to the defence <fe 

36 kepynge of the reaume. And they in alle poyntes cowcluded & 

folowed the opinion of fferaunt / The kynge, heryng thies wordes, 

was right gretely recomforted & reioised of the corage that his 

o^vne suggettes yaue hym / and ordeyned fferaunt to abide yn this 

40 place accompanyed with ij. Mt men, suche as he wolde chese / and 

F 2 
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purposed to kepe it, & defende it ayenst the Turke & his power / 

and they tolde hem also / that as for the mysfortune of the cristen 

nndHiatthe men bat were drowned yn the see / the hardyaes & wille of the 

SiciliauM are ^. .,. . 

confident. Sizilions was tto thyng mynysshed, but rather encreased, for they 4 
savve wele they had noon othir comfort but god, and wiHi his 
helpe they purposed to defende them self and their goodes to their 
[1 leaf 46] 1 power / his knyghte^ reto?^rned ayen fat night yn-to the turk^5 
hoste, where they reported as they had herde & founde, & brought 8 
the ix)re folke^ that they had takyn, by-fore the turke / that herde 
hem speke, and fonde yn them the same that his foreriders tolde 
liym ; wherfore he purposed on the morowe to be loggid but a litle 
leege from the place that he purposed to ley sege to. That night 12 
Prince Or- Orcays felle in questionyng wtt/? his prisoner, & askid him his name, 
piinoe i>avid & of what blodc he was descendid / and what he purposed to do / 

wlio he ip, / * A / 

and wants shewynj^ hvni that by reason he oufjht to turne to their feithe, 

liim to turn J o J •; o > 

Maiiomedan. scyug the gre[te] miracles that their goddes had shewed / with many 16 
moo wordes / whiclie were to longe to reherce / but in conclusion he 
seide vnto hym / that pouerte shold not lette hym to be of their 
creaunce / for if it were his pleasir to be so / he shold be most yn 
fauowr aboute hym of alle othir. Dauid answerd hym / and of his 20 
grete bounte right humbly thanked hym / and if his wille were to 
tz^rne to othir creaunce than his predecessours had alwey holden, 
the grete loue & hono?^r of hym that hath saued his lif / shold 
rather make hym to enclyne ther-to, than any othir thinge / but he 24 

David re- was detcmiyned yn his feithe to dye / for to sufFre as grete martir- 
dome as was possible any man to endure / wherfore he bisought 
him to speke no more ther-of, for it sholde be in veyn / but humbly 
besechiijg him from thensforth to helpe hym / for yn his centre he 28 

and says was a gcutilman / but at this houre he trowed there lyued not a 

lie's a poor ' 

Kentieinsm porcr uor a uiorc redeles / and as for his name, it was Athys / and 

named Atliys. ^ . , ' ' •^ ' 

trustid that his fadir & moder were lyuyng, which were of futi litle 
power to helpe hym, or to brynge hym oute of thies daungers. whan 32 
Orcays herd hym thus sey, he had grete pite of hym / & askid him 
if he had any maister / or whedir his maister were dede / Athis 
answerd hym / " the same to whom y obeied, was slayne euyn at 
my fete there as y landid / wherof grete sorowe befelle me, & me 36 
thought it grete cruelte / for he wold a yelde him to the Soudone / 
that, aftir his takyng, might a done w/t/i him what he wolde / as ye 
may do with mo whan it pleasith you / that of yowr grete bounte 
haue saued me vnto this tyme." Orcays was right sorowfuti that 40 
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he might not tume his prisonere to his beleue / and sawe wele that 
their company might not longe contynue, wliiche greued hym right 
sore / for moche he loued hym, for that he ^ sawe hym bothe amy- \} if. 46, bk.] 

4 able, wise, and worthi / and bithought hym self hou he might saue 
hym / for he knewe wele / that with them might he not abide 
without holdyng their lawe / or ellis dye / and he knewe wele that 
his fader desired gretely his dethe / & so he remembred hym of a Prince or- 

o fjood costom that was amongCA* them, whiche was alwey kepte lects the 

^ , o > ^ J if custom that, 

among^a notable princes, and by that he was verily assertayned to 

saue his prisoners lif / The costom was this / than whan the sone when a prince 

« , , 1-11 ^^^ '"■• ®"' 

of a kynge or of a grete prynce had taken a pr/soner, and the first prisoner, 

.2 that euir he toke yn his lif, what-som-euir he were worth / if he 

were not the chief teyne of the warres, / he shold horse hym & he may equip 
hameyse hym honorably, and geue hym a C. scutes / and make him free, 
him to be surely conduyte vnto his parties / & thus thought he to 

.6 do by his prisoner / for ho knewe wele his fadir might not lette hym 
ther-of / for, and he did it, shold be to hym an ouir grete reproche / 
In this thouffht went he to his fadir, and seide vnto hym / **My so he asks 

, , , ° , , , , . , , * . "^ ., "^ his father, 

lorde, ye knowe wel that by the pite y had of a cristen gentilman the sultan, 

50 the tothir day, at the fortune that befelle them, y toke hym with 
my bander pmoner / and saued his lif / wherof ye wolde a done me 
grete wronge / yf ye had put him to dethe, contrary to my promys & 
assuraunce / whiche had be to grete a shame, if my first feith that 

J 4 euir y yaue yn armes, sholde a be so shamefuUi broke / wherfore if 
y2 were soroufutt & somwhat greued yn my mynde, ye ought to 
take no displeasir / for y knowe wele what the costom ys of alle 
reaumes here a-boute / & also of yowr self and of yowr prcdecessoitrs / 

28 that whan they haue ben in suche cas, they haue delyuered hir first 
prisoners / & y am remembred for certayne that ye haue done the 
same yn yowr tyme / and y trust verrily that ye wilt in no thing 
amenysshe me / & that ye haue noon othir entent / but that y may 

32 & shalt do / as they of the lyne fro whens y came haue done bifore 

me / that is, to geue leue to my prisoner / and to araie hym as y to let him 

free his 

ought / with this / to make hym to be surely comluyte vnto the prisoner, 
cristen folke« ; and hereof humbly y beseche you / " The Turke, via. 
36 herynge his sone speke yn suche wise, coude hym yn his herte full 
grete thanke / & knewe wele that, by reason & honowr, his request 
might not be denyed / albe-it that of this delyuerauncc his liert yaue 
hym right iile, for-asmoche as he had sene hym do so moche yn 

2 ^s, ye. 
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The Sultan armes. l^euirHbeles he agreed to the request of his sone / and 

[» leaf 47] hade hym yet assay to conuerte the ciisten man vnto their lawe. 

His sone saide / fat so he had done / hut in no wise he wold he 

agreahle therto. Thus departed he from his fadir / & wente to his 4 

Prince Or- prisoner, and tolde him alle howe he had downe witfi his fadir / and 

cays tells * ' 

Prince Da- that a couclusion was takyn that he shold departe on the morowe, 

via, iiiid iisks ** '^ ' 

ile^i'^o*™ wherfore he wold wite whider he woldB go / either to the kynge of 
Sizile or ellis where / for whider that euir he wolde / he wolde 8 
pttruay him to he surely conduyte / and tolde hym that on the 
morowe they alle sholde departe to ley sege to a cristen place, that 
hut litle hitbre was conquered on his fadir / and tolde him hou it 
was not stronge, wherfore it might no while be kepte ayenst hem. 12 
when Athis herde thies tidynge^, that ther was a cristen place sq 
nygh, that sone sholde he biseged / yif he were glad, it is no de- 
maunde / and aftir the thankynge^ that he made vn-to Orcays his 
maister / as right wise & wele aduised, & as he that coude aH 16 

David «ay«, houowr / he saide vnto hym / that for no thynge wolde he go 

to Sizcy 

ferthir than to the next place, not shewyng no semblaunt that it 
was of any desire to be yn the warres, but for drede to be ferre con- 
duyte / and for pcnles that might ensue therof / and he enquerid 20 
of Orcays who was withyn that place / he answerd, " that it was 
and iu com- One ff eraunt, the SeneshaH of Sizile, that was there ** I Assone as 
Ferant/ Athis herde hym named / he knewe wele that it was the same w*t^ 

whom the Yaliaunt ma.n dwelled, that he had herde so moche speke 24 
of / and if his wille were bifore to go vnto that plactf / it was more 
now by a C. part / Orcays his maister, of good wille counselled hym 
to the contrary, seyng / "my frende, this place may not endure 
•ayenst oure power / and if ye taken wit-yn it / y know, my lord, 28 
my fadir is such a man that alt the worlde may not saue you / 
wherfore y counseile you to drawe to som other parte / and drede 
not, but y shall se you to be surely conduyte." But for no thynge 
that Orcays coude sey / coude he meve Athis from his opinion, 32 
So Prince Or- wherof he was right sory. Then he yaue hym the best hors that 

cays equips o •/ 

David, he had, and the barneys that he was armyd yn hym-self / whiche 

was at that tyme as good & as faire as any might be / and yaue 

him an C. floreyns / & concluded that on the morow, when they 36 

[»if. 47,bk.] came to their loggynges, ^he wolde sende hym surely conduyte to 

and teiu the the towuc. Thau toldc he his fadir thentent of his p?*tsoner / by 

Sultan all f I J 

about it. the whiche purpose he ymagyned more & more, that yn this man 

shold be right grete houowr and corageous wille / nertheles, sith he JO 
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liad promysed his sone, he wolde not breke his promes, but was 
agreable to that his soue had ordeyned / and on the morowe they 
departed, and came withyn litle while to the towne / and than 
4 Orcais called his prisoner, and saide vnto hym / " Athis, my 
frende, the tyme is come now of oure departyng / but, & my com- pHnoe or- 
pany were asmoche desired of you / as youres is of me / it sholde to part with 
be harde to make the departyng / nertheles, y had leuer we sholde 
8 departe, than my fadir shold put you to dethe / se yondir the cristene 
iowne that my fadir entendith to ley sege to / but y pray you, go 
not thider / & y vndirtake ye shall be saufly brought whidir euir 
ye wilt ellis / but y know wele, and ye go thider, ye may neuir 

12 departe thens withoute dethe." Athis answerd then, & seide, "my 
lorde, y betake me vnto the garde of hym that hath brought me 
here ; and sith that it pleasith you to do me this grace, to yeue mo 
leue, I beseche you that y may be conduyte to yondir place" / 

16 Orcays toke him forth with him, & brought him to his fadir / to 
take his leue of him, ali armed as he was. Tlie turke was at that 
tyme out of his tente, acompanyed with many prynces / he sawe 
his sone bryngyng his pnsoner, & seide to theym / " se, my sone, 

20 how grete desire he hath to delyuer this man / and he hath right / 

but att-wey my herte yeueth me ilt ther-of " / and some of theym The sultan's 
seide / " my lord, what may o man do by his delyueraunce / litle givea him. 
harme may growe ther-of" / and at this wordes approched Orcays / 

24 and seide vnto his fadir, all smylyng / " my lorde, y haue brought 
you this cristen to take his leue / thus abiled as ye se / & yif I 
might haue bettir apoynted hym, y wolde with att my herte." The 
prisoner alight, & toke his leue at the Turke & alle the company 

28 that was ther / & humbly thanked Orcays his maister / pmyng god 
to yeue him grace to do some seruise to his pleasir, sauyng his 
feith / and thus departed he, acompayned yriih many herowdes of But David 
armes ptax^euaunte^, that brought hym to the barres where fferaunt six©, where 

32 was, & desired to speke with him / & saide vnto hym in this wise, 
" My lorde ! Orcais, sone to the Turke, oure souerayn lord, at this 
last auenture that befelle vpone the cristen by a vessel! that brake, 
^some of theym came to Londe, amonge whiche this was one / & [» leaf 48] 

36 taken by the handed of the said Orcais ; & mo was ther not saued / 
And yn asmoche as this is his first prise, that by reason & for his 
honot^r he woll not wtt/iholde / he hath sende hym you hider yn 
suche cas as ye se hym / certifiyng you, that from hensforth he hath 

40 done his deuoir / if any mo fal yn his handes.*' tferaunt, heryng 
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the herauJea speke, knewe wele that yn suche cas euery prynce or 
grete estate doth the same, and seide vnto the heraude* / " Orcais, 
yowr maistcr, hath done his deuoir / & hath right wele, and honor- 
ably aquyte hym. and nowe may ye withdrawe you whan it pleast 4 
you '' ; an<l co??iniaundid wyne, & made them drynke, and did them 
alt the chere that he coude / and askid them whedir Jjey shold sone 
be biseged / the heraudes answerd / " ye may se grete liklihode*." 
& more seide they not / for at that tyme they were Berusxin^es com- 8 
mitted, aswele for on part as for othir, saue for their faith / Aftir 

Prince David the departyng of the heraude*, Athis entird yn-to the towne / ther 
was none acostomed so moche to hono2<r and chere to straungers as 
Le Surnome ; and he made him to be brought to his loggyng / & 12 

and is wei- made him to be vnarmed & wele loggid / & wente to se liim / and 

•MMnd by ' 

Prince Phi- wliau he saw him vnarmed / he saw him so goodly a man & so 
personable, and yn alle his wordes so wele assured, that he had grete 
like to like, ioie of hym / thus eueri thinge sekith his semblable / for he that was 16 

tliey become ii r ot ii *oi 

fast friends, a kyiigfi* soue had grete fauot^r & loue to the kynge of Scotte^ sone / 
and suche loue felt bitweue them, that alwey aftir endured / and he 
loggid him w/t/i himself / and parted Yfixh him such goode as he 
had / and neuir varied they yn wille or opinion / neuirtheles Athys 20 
alwey put hym to grete honowr, & concludid verily yn his herte, 
tliat neuir to no man woldc he discouere what he was, but tolde 
euery man that he was a pore gentilmannes sone of Scotlande. that 
night he was brought to fferaunt / whiche questioned him of the 24 
manere of takyng of hym / and the fortune that was befallen them 
yn the see / & he tolde him alt the trouthe / and he askid hym 
specialy of the knyghte* of Sizile that the kyng had sente / & he 
seide he knewe not what was befalle of them / than were they 28 
sore bemoned of fferaunt and alt his company / for they were fult 
notable men / than praide they hym to telle them the trouthe of his 
[« If. 48, bk ] takyng / and so he did / sauyng of his owne noblesse, he ^ spake not/ 
pritice David but seidc / " had not be the grace of god that he was taken bv the 32 

tells of his ' o o j 

capture, and turke« souc, he had be put to dethe as alle othir were, for there was 

Ills fellows ' . x- ^ » 

death. noiie that escape a lyue but he " / eueri man that herde him reherce 

his auenture, thought he had grete fortune / and thought he might 
not faile to be a man of right grete honour, ffemunt was right 36 
ioifult of hym / and also that Surnome hadde takyne hym yn-to 
his company / wherof he coude him right goode thanke. the night 
came / and euery man drewe hym to reste aftir the Yacche was set / 
and yn the morowe betymes, euery man aroos, and herde masse / 40 
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and armed hem / for they knewe wele / that day the sege sholdo 
come / wherfore they were alle redy to abide suche fortune as sholde 
befalle them / for they knewe wele that the Turke had swome to 
4 take that place with assaute / and to do by them as the kynge of 
Siziles folkc« did by his / but god of his grace had othirwiso 
pt^ruaide / for a grete parte of his pride was abated bifore that 
place. U Now came the day, and the hoste of the turkes, with 
8 grete sowne & noise of taberynes & beaumes / they departed at The Turks 
Sonne risyng in iij. bataills right wel ordeyned / and diuided theym s batuuoiw. 
selfe yn thre parties, and delyuered the charge of the tone partie to 
Orcais his sone / and the tothir to his Constable / and the iij***^. to 

12 him self / and thus alle raungid & set, euery to the place that he 
sholde abide yn for that day / for they durst not come ny for 
gunnes / but they thought, whan the night was derke, to come nere / 
& to establissh their sege / fferaunt, seyng the conduyte of his 

16 enemyes, had the yates shut, wtt^out suflfryng any man to go oute, Femnt keeps 
& made no semblaunt of warre, for this cause / that the turke & his reserve. 
hoste sholde haue more hardynes to come nere ; and so did they / 
euery man came to his place apointed, & did their deuoir to dresse 

20 vp their loggynge^, whiche were a good wey a-sundir / for eche of 
the iij. bataills were loggid by them self. The Turke, seyng no 
semblaunce of warre of them yn the towne / toke suche a company 
as pleasid hym, and went to his sone / to se the maner of his The suitnn 

' goes t<i see 

24 loggyng & of his goue?Tiaunce. fferauwt, espiyng hym ther / "*« «>»«*•» «"■ 
whiche was a man of me?*uailous witte & prowesse, seide to his 
folkes / '' Me semeth / seyng the besynesse that oure enemys haue to 
logge them / and that we be loggid at auauntage, we ought to visite 

28 them, and to go se them a litle ner / for it semeth than that here is 

nobody / but they shalle haue knowlage that there is " / euory ^man [» leaf 49] 

that herde this seyng was anoon horsed. And fferaunt ordeyned / 

that ther shold go yn his company but .v. C. ; & an othir feliship Ferant leaves 

500 men at 

52 sholde be redy to releue them, if nede were / and at that yate they the gate, with 

*' ... %f V cannon, 

roode oute, he ordeyned an othir feliship with grete ordenaunce of 
smale gownes / that if cas be / that they were dryuen to the yates 
ayen / as it might fuli wele happen them / with the grete company / 

)6 that their enemyes had, that then they shold leuelle & shote alle at 
ones / lest their enemyes shold come to ny / And longe bifore was 
no towne bettir gamysshed than that was. This ordenaunce thus 
made / the yates were opendo / and they wente out at that yate and saiues 

10 that was bifore Orcays / and the first that went oute was Surnome, Prince PhiUp 
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nnd Prince & Athvs, that grete desire had to folowe hym, & to se the meruailes 
yn Armes ))at he hade herde speke of hym. so rode they forth as 
fast as their horses might renne / tilt they came to their enemys / 

They kill at their first comyng, they slewe many / and miglitly set vpon the 4 
Turke, that was come thider to se his sone / but he and the moost 
part of his company wttMrewe them aswele as they might / whiche, 
as ye knowe wele, might not be done wit/tout grete losse & damage 
to the Turke & his company / for there were moo slayn of them by 8 
double / than they were that assailed them / the crie aroos on alk 

More Turkish parties, and euery man assembled and drewe to the Turke & his 

troitps come joi 

up, and drive sone / & than Were they so bicge, that by force they made oure 

tlieCIiris- ' f * , . 

Uansback. folkes to wzt/idrawe to the remenaunt of their company that heldel2 
them to-gedir / Orcays, that was yonge & corageous, came byfore 
alle othir / and knewe anoon his prisoner that was wit^ Surnome, 
whiche ij. were the laste that wtt^drewe them / he ranne so ny 
that they ioyned to-gedir: Sumome, seyng his felawe in daungrre, 16 
cam for to socoure hym / but there were so many folowyng Orcais / 
that, had not their good maister fferaunt a bene, they had neuir 
retotirned yn-to the towne / but he, seyng his ij. seruaunte^ in suche 
daunger amonge^ so grete a nombre of the turkea, with alle his feli- 20 
ship, at ones encountird them so vigorously, that he made them to 

Prince Dnvid withdrawc more than the draught of an arowe. In this recountre 

^tilr AS Pl*itlCO 

Orcays pri- was takyu Orcais by the handed of Athis / and many moo prisoners 
were ther takyne without nombre. Tlie Turke sawe & knewe for 21 
trouthe his sone to be takyn / with the handea of hym that th^ 
night afore he had delynered / the crie & the noise was so grete yn 
the turkea hoste, that he might not haue herde a thondre, & they 
[1 If. 49, bk.] resorted ayen ^so fast / that by force they made the cristen to with- 28 
Tiie Turks drawc avcn yn-to the towne / that were folowed vnto the vatis, 

press on to J J / J > 

size*^*'** **^ which were sone closed / and anoon alle the ordenaunce & Arthery 
were shotte at ones amonge^f their enemyes / whiche were so thikke 
assembled, \er might not faile to be hui*te & slayne many of them / 32 

and are whiclic brought them alle out of aray / for there were so many slayne 

tiirown into at y » -% i ^ •% i -ii-i 

disorder bjr & hurtc, that it was meruailc / for they stynted not, but leide on 

tlie Ciiristian i % ■* t * 

fire, wjiicu them with ordenaunce so sore / that the turkes wist not what to 

destroys ' 

nianyof Jq / fferauut scyng them alle out of aray, made the yates to be 36 
opene<l ayen, & made a newe scarmysh on theym a foote / at whiche 
tynie he did grete hurte to the turke and his folkes / that neuir 
sith were they so hardy to come so ny the towne. The cristen did 
so moche that they retowrned pesibly ayen to the towne. & there 40 
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Were that day so maiTiy prisoners taken j ))at men might not knowe 
one fro an othir / But Athis knewe fnli wele his pr/soner / and 
Tvhat he had done for hym / and knewe wele also that it shold not 
4 ly yn his power to delyuer hym / and he were ones knowen. wher- 
fore, of fre and honorable corage, he brought hym oute of the towne 
by an othir yate / and seide vnto hym, " Orcais ! ye haue saued my Pnnce David 
lif / and it is reason therfore that I deliuere you now, & soone, or 
8 elle« shali it neuir lye in my power. I can no bettir arme you than 
ye be / nor bettir horse you / wherfore y geue jouv hors & yoi^r 
hameys, that is myn be right. I pray god to conduyte you oute of 
alle daungers / and now, saue your self, for it is tyme." Thus lete qaietiy lets 

12 he his prisoner go so couertly, that noman pcrceyued it / and came escape, 
ageyn yn-to the towne, where he founde his felawe Surnome, that 
was futt sory that he wist not where he was / and whan he sawe 
hym come, he made him grete chere / and askid hym where his 

16 prisoner was / and he seide, that at the last encoimtrynp^ / he was and lies to 
slayn. Surnome bileued hym wele y-nougn / for there were many about it. 
slayn, aswele pnsoners as othir. H Now retowme y to the Turke, 
that, aftir this auenture that was full damageous vnto hym, he 

20 lefte good gardes yn his sones hoste, and wente ayen hym self vnto 
bis tentes, where he was serued with many knyghtc* & squyers / 
that aH that while had kepte stille his loggyng / and at his comyng, 
askid hym tidyng^ ; & he tolde them the dolorous fortune that this 

24 day was befaUen hym / as to haue lost his sone, & grete part of his 

people / and of the ^best / wherof he named grete nombre of hy and p leaf soj 

noble estat68 and valiaunt knyghte^ / after this he seide to theym, 

** ye sawe wele that my herte coude not assente to the delyueraunce The suitan 

28 of my sones prisoner / and it was not without a resone, for y sawe capture of his 
hym this day take my sone pn'soner ; and aftir he had ones con- 
quered hym, he wold not leue hym nor fauot^r hym, for y sawe 
hym lede hym towarde the towne / and yit y know not whedir at 

]2 the last encountre my sone were slayne or not / or if he be yn the 
towne / nor how it is wtt7* hym," & amonge, thies wordes he seide 
to them / that " there was neuir houre sith y sawe this cristen man 
first / but that my herte tolde me that by hym I sholde haue grete 

16 damage ; and so tolde y my sone alwey / and now hath he founde it." 
8 they were in this talkyng, euery man makyng doule, came 
a mafi vnto the pauylion, and seide vnto the Turke / " sir, but then 

hears tidings 

my lorde yowr sone, ys sauf / for as me thought y sawe him of his safety. 
come alone from the towne " / The turke went out / and by then 
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his sone was almoost at him / whicho ^-light assone as he sawe 
hym / & came to hym, & comforted hym aswele as he coude, aftir 
his grete daungere / the Turke seide, "my sone, this auenture that 
ye haue had to day, & y had hen bileued, had not befallen you / 4 
for yn this partie ye are cause of oure losse / for whan ye were 
takyne, to haue rescowed you, this grete hurte is befalle me" / 
Prince Or- " truly, 8ir,".quoth Orcays, " that y haue done, y holde for no grete 

C^AVS tells tll6 «/ X V •/ V K^ 

suitau dede / for the sone of a mighti kynge hath delyuerd a felaw that 8 

he knew not / which hath not hen scars, nor of so pore corage / hut 
that he hath wele to his knowlage delyuerd the sone of the grettist 
kynge that leuyth " / Than tolde he his fadir the maner of Athis / 

imw Prince and the wordes that he had seide / and how he had delyuerd hym 12 

David set ..... 

him free. f rely / & had put him self in iubarde of his lif, if it were knowen ; 
" thus haue y do no thyng for hym, yn regarde to that he hath done 
for me " / the Turke, heryng his sone reherse the grete bounte of 

Tiie Sultan Athis, more & more in corage dredde hym, and seide / " yn a man of 16 

fears Prince . . i ^ 

David, pore condiciou ne might be so grete vertu ; and alwey more &. more 

me thinketh he shold do vs harme. Nertheles, what-som-euir be- 
falle, he is a man of hy & noble corage " / than comforted he him 
aswele as he might / aftir this sharpe fortune & annoy, seyng the 20 

and strength- recoucrir of his sone, he made to fortifie his sege, and made stronge 

ens liis own , 

force. wacche / for he sawe wele ^ that he had to do with valiaunt folkes. 

Nowe shal we leue^ to speke of the sege / and of alle the warres of 
Sizile, & retowme- to speke of the kynge* sone of Englond, that 24 
conduyte thus, as ye shaH here. . ... 

Prince Hum- "TT is trouthc, that, as ye haue herde, the kynge of .Englond had 

pUrev of ■ V *-> yj 

England I a souc named Humfray, faire, wise, and right wele condicioned / 

1 for as y haue seide you here-to-fore / the kynges made their 28 
children yn youthe to be norisshed by notable folkes & wele con- 
dicioned / This yonge Humfray, aftir the discomfiture and harde 
laments the aueuture that the cristen had vpon the see yn Sizile / helde the 
in Sicily; reaumc as lost, wherof he had as grete sorowe yn parte, as aUe his 32 
frendes had ben destroied / and thought wele that the cristen put 
hem not yn suche deuoir as they shold / and many tymes he seide 
to his fadir / that "it was grete pite to se thus cristendome 
but the King, destroicd " / The kynge anoon vndirstode wele for what entente he 36 
will not le't seide it / but for no thinge wolde he sende him forth / he toke 
* ensaumple of the kynge of Scottes, that was yn suche sorowe for 
his sone, of whom he coude here no worde, that noman might 
recomforte hym ; and tlierfore the pore Humfray lost his tyme to 40 
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speke therof / and whan he sy he might baue non othir comfort of 

his fadir / he rememhred hou the kynge of ffraunce had loste his 

sone / <fe thought he wolde secretly breke wtt/i the feliship that 

t vere aboute him / as the sones of grete prynces and othir grete 

lordes / that in their youthe had be norisshed with hym / and if he Prince Hum- 

might f ynde any of his accorde / he wold departe from his fadir, & solves to start 

° *' ^ 1111 for Sicily, if 

drawe to Sizile ; for he thought wele / and he were ones there / and !»« <»" n»d 

' '-' ' ' frieiius to go 

8 his fadir knewe ther-of , that for no thyng he wold leue hym yn ^iUi uim. 
daunger / but rather sende thider folkes to acompany him / whiche 
might be grete socour and helpe to the kynge of Sizile / and in this 
thought was he longe tyme or he durst discouer it pleynly to any of 

I his seruauntes. So fortuned, vpone a day he stode at a wyndowe, 
passyng trist & pensif / and the Erie of warwike* eldest sone was 
there / that long tyme of youthe had be brought vp vfiih hym / so 
he came to him and seide, "my lorde ! sauyng yowr displeasir, me TheEariof 

^Varwick'a 

• thinketh that now of late y haue sene you more pensif & malyn- son re- 

proaches 

colious than euir ye were before / and as me ought yn this wise, v ^^nce Hum- 

•^ ' o J > J plireyfor 

shewe you the trouthe, that many folkes wzt7?drawe them out of '»« meian- 
this courte / and be right sorowfuH to se you in this cas; ^for by v- ieaf5i] 
' youre Lustynes, & Liberalite & frendly manere, eueii man desired to 
yeue you attendaunce, and to be acompanyed aboute youv persone / 
and now they se you of right mate & heuy chere / and if they 
come aboute you, ye make vnto them fuU litle countenaunce, or 
noon, whiche they baue not ben acostomed to ; Wherfore they haue 
the grettir meruaile / and thus departe they all abassed and sorow- which has 

driven young 

fulld, to remembre how ye ar turned so ferre from that they lef te "oWes ih)in 

, , . Court. 

you / and there is noon that moost desire to do you seruise, but 
that they are annoyed to se you so / ye knowe wele, my lorde, y say 
trouthe / for here were many noble men that were right glad to do 
you seruyse at their owne coste & charge that no we be departed. 
And this courte is sore amenyssed of noble men / and alle by you / I 
biseche you, my lorde, pardone me of thies thynges y haue shewed 
you / for y can yn no wise hide fro you / that haue brought me vp / 
any thinge that y se or here, that shold be to yowr charge, or 
amenyssyng of yowr grete loos & renome / that of yowr age hath 
largely be spred thorugh the worlde " / Thus yong Humfray / hering 
thies wordes of this yong sone of warwik / knewe wele that of good 
herte, & feithfult loue & scniise, he seide thies vnto hym / and 
thought wele he seide trouthe ; and forth wit/i the teres f elle from This makes 
his yen / wherby this yonge gentilman perceyued wele that his weep. 
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maister might not wele speke / the sorow stiayned so soie his 
herte / than seide he / ** my lorde I y se wele that there is som 
thinge yn jour herte that sore annoieth you / or displeasith you / 
and .1. wote not whethir ye haue or wilt discouer it to any ahoate 4 
Lord War- you / but y sey for me, if y knewe any thyng that were to yoar 

wick's son V I V V V */ tf %^ ti 

My« he'll risk annoy or displeasir / and it were possible my seroise to remedy it / 
help Priiice y shal auenture my body and lif to accomplissh^ it / neuirtheles y 
desire to knowe of youre secret«« no ferthir than pleasith you y 8 
sholde knowe / but whan my seruyse may please you ye ahalt fynde 
it redy, wtt/iout any Demaunde reseruyng / att-only the kyng, & my 
pore lorde, my fadir." whan Humfray had herde his seruaunt & 
kynnesman thus sey vnto hym / and offrid his body and goode« for It 
him / thought wele yn him self that he might trust hym, & seide 
Humphrey vnto him, '* ye haue be norissht vp with me / and y trust certainly 

then telU him i- i ^ a 

that my wele, myn honour, and preferment, ye wolde as moche as 
any man that longith to my fadir or me ; and for this y am con- III 

[> if.6i,bk.] eluded yn my thought to ^discouer vnto you myn entent / and 
notwithstandynge ye haue be brought vp wit/i me of childehode / 
and that y haue alwey loued you wele, yit wolt y haue an othe d 
you / and what othe y shalt sey you / if that y shalt disclose vnto 81 
you, please you not / nor that ye will assente and agree ther-to / 
that neuir, daics of your lif, it shali be opend or disclosed by yon / 
and this shalt ye proniyse me " / and he answerd him / " my lorde, 
y woll wele / for y had leuir dy than euir y shold discouer thinge it 
that ye commaunde me to kepe " / and here on yaue his trouthe / 

that the peril and then he sliewid his sorowe in this wise / H ''It is so that ye 

of the King of ' *' 

Sicily haue, dyuerse tymes <fe many, herde speke of the right grete pita & 

destruccion / that euery day befalleth to the kynge of Sizile / that SI 

is a kynge of full grete honour, whiche is a grete amenysshment to 

alt cristendome, & shame to aUe cristen kyn^es that haue their 

and his lovely reaunics in pees / and he hath a doughter, of whom the renomeof 

al honour is spred through aH the worlde / and the kynge, hir 

fadir, might haue pees / if he wolde mary hir among the mys- 

creauntes / but he had leuer dy / and fe destruccton of hym & of 

his doughtir bothe / than euir, daies of his lif, he wold consent 

ther-to / ye may wele se that this cometh of a stable herte / grete < 

which danger drede & loue of god / ye knowe the socours that by the kynge of 

have not ffraunce / my lorde,^ my fadir / and the kyifge of Scotte*, hath be 

from, done to him / whiche no thing hath p?'flfite him / but to him a grete 

* MS. my lorde my lordc. 
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hurte / for his folkes are gretly discoraged ther-by / for, as y vndir- 
stonde, bifore this comyng, one of them was worth .vj. turkes / and 
nowe y se noman that dressith to any socours of the seide kynge / 
4 but they thinke they haue done y-nough. I haue many tymes rve tnikt to 
moued my lorde my fadir, heryn, that litle hede takith to my ™^ " '**^' 
wordes, but rathir thinkith my speche ys chyldissh & folie /and he thinks 
thus for certayn y holde this good kynge / his fair doughtir and his 
8 reaume, lost / and for that me thinkith that euery noble man sholde 
be sorowfuH of so grete a losse / y can in no wise make good chere / 
and this is the principal! cause of my sorowe / And y thynke weixily 
if y might gete thider / the noble suggette* <fe seruaunte^ of this 

12 reaume shold can me no maugre / and wolde god that euery man 
wold employ hym therto / and that the kynge were agreable to 
sende me yn this viage / but that wol he not, for no thyng, y knowe 
for cer^tayne / notwithstandyng aH my speche vnto hym / & also [» leaf 52] 

16 the grete losse that but late is fallen to them that were sent to the 

socours / But y shaH telle you more playnly myn entente, suche But i mean 
promyse as ye haue made me / for ye be one of them that y haue 
most affiaunce yn / and also y knowe you wele assured, and wise y- 

20 nough to conduyte an^ hy matier, if it please you / wherfore y pray 
wit^ aH my herte in especiaH, that ye wiH assente to my desire 
with-oute breking it / and helpe me to execute it / and here nowe 
what y haue thought / I knowe wele, as y haue seide, that for 

24 no thinge, my lorde, nor alle they of his reaume, fro the grettist 
estate to the porest degre, ne wol not consente that y shold departe 
80 ferre fro them / but ali that shali not restrayne me / if y may 
haue the power, & any that will helpe to conduyte me in this 

28 werke, y shalt departe oute of this reaume right honestly acom- to ro to 
payned, not as a kynge, but as a knyght / and for this y haue goode 
y-noTigh, & gamyssht wele y-nough / And y wold that " yn the name 
of som othir than of me, at som port in this reaume, fer fro this i want some 

. one to engage 

32 towne, a good ship were ordeyned, wele tak-lee & vitailed, whiche » swp, 
sholde alwey be redy to departe / wit/iout houre or tyme apoynted / 
and abide there oure comyng ; and yn the meane tyme, to ij. or iij. 
of my specially seruauntes & kynnesmen, & othir that haue be 

56 norisshed vp with me / vpon an othe y shaH discouer myn entente / 

& y trust that at leste y shaH be acompayned with xvj, or a xx", and then i, 

^ "' . . , with 16 or 20 

noble men / and euery man, one seruaunt with him / and at suche noWemen, 
tyme as alt shalt'be redy / y shall depart at euen out of this towne, 

2 MS. and 
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wiu someday that bv the momyng, if y be myssed / y ehalbe to fer to be ouirtaken 

go aboard and iii u. .1 ^ > 1 t 

sau to Sicily, 01 we come to the port / and then woll y streight to shipe / and 
go vnto the Reaume of Sizile / and whan y am onys ther / y shall 
lete my lorde, my f adir, haue knowlage therof / and what causes haue 4 
ineued me / and y am sure whan thoos tidynges come to his know- 
lage / he, and alle they of his reame, wol be right wele content to 

which I hope sende suche company vnto me as may be for his honot^r / whiche 

toaid, aiid r ^ ^ i 

also win shalbc a grete recom forte to the reaume of Sizile / and bis be cause 8 

honour. ^ ' ' 

of my goyng ; & by fis may I trust to wynne the loue of god, and 
Will you honour / without hauyng shame ; but this can y, nor may, do wtt//- 
out helpe / wherfore, myn owne cousyn & frende, I pray you tett 
p if.62,bk.] me, heryn as ye thinke" / This yong sone of ^warwik heryng his 12 
maister thus speke, was not so yong / but that he thought yn his 
corage, that this mocion came of grete honowr and gentilnes of herte. 
Lord War- and thus he answerd hym / " my lorde, this matier that ye meue, 
advises procedith of an hy & noble corage / a[?i]d also the mater is right grete / 16 
phrey and y alone, & but yonge / & notwit/istandyng, yot^r wordes gretly 

reioise me / yit dare y geue you noon other counseH than this that 
y shall sey / ye haue of yong men, thankid be god, that of their 
age be right wise & discrete, & that wiH be trewe vnto you as longe 20 
to get 8 or 4 as god woH geue them lif / ye may ctvlle vn-to you iij. or iiij. of 
manage the them that ye think e be moost propre to guyde this mater / and if 

xnatter, 

it please you, y wolbe with them / and what-so-euer shall then be 
and he will concluded / and ye commaunde me to execute it, y shall do .my 24 
deuoir to the vtterist of my power / and thinke neuir, sir / that> 
dales of my lif, this that it hath pleased you to seye to me, shall be 
opende by me to no lyuyng creature / for y knowe wele the grete 
aflfectione, trust, and fauowr, that ye shewede me, discoueryng this 28 
matier that is most secrete in yowr herte / wherof, right humbly y 
thanke yowr good grace / and as for my body, & alle the goodes that 
y haue, if my pore company may plese you, aftir ye haue takyn a 
ferme conclusion, [I] shall be redy to do you seruise as long as my 32 
lif may endure " / his maister thankid him right hertily / & thought 
his auige good / and on the morow full erly was steryng, sent for 
The Prince's suche as he wold haue / to whom he had grettist affiaunce / and 

friends o / 

wtt7w)ut long taryng, to abregge the matier / yn like wise as he had 36 
broken to the erle of warrewikes sone, of his entente / so did he to 
them that he had sent for / whiche, anoonas they herde his pleasir, 
object at first, thought the matier right straunge / and seide vnto him / " that yf 
they shold acompany hym yn this matier, they knewe for certayne 40 
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that they durst neuir retowme to this reaume ayen / for the kynge 
his fadir / and that their owne fadirs wolde be the first that sholde 
destroie them " / and also they seide, " my lorde, whan ye come to 
4 the age of more knowlage, & haue children, as my lorde your fadir 
hath / ye wolde neuir haue loue ne fauowr vnto vs / but thinke 
that we shold be as agreable to begnyle you of yowr children, as we 
sholde be no we agreable to beguyle my lord yowr fadir, of you, 

-8 where-thorugh ye shold haue vs alwey yn hate / & mystrust " / 
But no[t]withstandyng alle thies wordes, he seide to them / " my „ , * „, 
frendes, doute ^not but, in conclusion, this matier shalbe reputed to but he 
youre Honour and preise / bothe of my lorde my fadir, and of alle arguments. 

Is yowr frendes / for whan they here where we shalt be, there shalt be 
fewe yn this londe, fat haue any sone of ago to here armes / but 
that they shatt wille they were wtt^. vs / and as for me, y shold be 
the moost wrecche yn erthe / if ye that haue fadirs & modirs, kynne 

16 & frendes / and grete possessions yn this reaume / which ye shold 
leue for the loue of me, if y sholde hate you / god neuir be pleased 
to geue me lif so longe / but shortly to ende it / flfor if god geue vs 
grace to acheue & brynge out entirprise to good conclusion / y 

lO shold be f ult vntrewe <fe right vnkynde / if euer y failed any of you, 

dales of my lif " / many wordes were amonge« them / but at last alle and at last 

ftU ftgree to 

to-gedir concludid to do & accomplissh the pleasir of their maister / do as he 
not yn so grete nombre as they wolde haue had, for fere it sholde 
be knowen and discouerd / But now euery man toke his charge, 
some to ordeyne a ship & the vitailyng / some to pa^ruay good some get the 

• ..,, f , ,, - ahip, others 

norsis / and to brynge them to suche secrete places where as they 
might be dayly coursed & renne ; som pwruaide for gold & siluer & procure 
for hameys, and som for aray / so that ther lakked no thynge to 
noon of them / but that they were alle pwruaide of euery thyng 
longing vnto them for a grete while / Aftir this, was eueri thing 
pttruaide and so wele guyded / that by the day they apoynted / alle and by the 
tliynge was redy ther, wt'tAout knowyng of any persone saue of au *» "ady. 
them that delt ther-with. % Now fro this day forth was Humfray 
of bettir chere then he had ben longe before, wherof eueri man had 
grete ioie, for they had ben yn sore discomfort for his sadnes /but 
no man durst make no questione. The tyme approched of his 
departyng ; he made iustis & tumeys, and assembled his ladies and 
gentilwomen / & did so moche, that alle folkes than had more ioie of 
him than euir they had / thus beloued of the kynge & of alle the 
iij. estates of the reaume, departid this yonge gentilman out of his 

G 2 
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fadirs house aboute midnight / so secretly that he was vnperceyued / 
and rode so that night, that it was not possible to ouirtake him / 
thus, wit/ioute makyng lenger tale, he came to the port ther as the 
ship abode him / and they that had the charge therof / and assono 4 
as he came ther / he & his fe^Liship in alle Haste possible entrid 
ther-yn, which, whan they were there, were yn nombre xviij. 
pe^'soues / of gentilmen and other, then made they to pulle vp the 
saile, & were wit^yn litle while withoute sight of the londe. 8 
H Now goth Humfray and his company / god by his grace con- 
duyte them / for they be fult ferre from their entent. The kynge 
of Englond, on the morowe that his sone was departed, herde thorugh 
his court grete noise & murmowr, & askid what it might be; but 12 
noon ther was that wold or durst telle it hym / neuirtheles at laste 
he most knowe it / and so came his counseii to enfowrme hym ther- 
of, and seide vnto him / " sir, it behoueth that ye knowe wherfore 
we are come to you / to-day be comen vnto vs many of the servLSnintes 16 
of my loides youre sone / that for certayn knowe not where he is / 
for they haue ben at his chambre, & founde it open / and he not 
ther-yn / his chambrelayn yn like wise, & suche as were moost a- 
boute hym / nor wote not where they are / for the seru&xmtes of 20 
diuerse of them be come to vs & sey that they haue lost their 
maistres / thus for drede that it shold falle vnto you as it did to 
the kynge of ffraunce, we be come to enforme you ther-of / assone as 
we mysse hym / for we wote not yif ye knowe where he is or no." 24 
The kynge of Englond, heryng this, knewe anoon for certayne that 
his sone was goon / and thought wele that he had takyn the wey 
to Sizile / consideryng the wordes that he at diuerse tymes had 
seide vnto him / and then he made diligently to seche thorugh alt 28 
his reaume / and whan he sawe that he might haue no tidynge^ of 
hym / he determyned to sonde notable folkes yn-to Sizile / for to 
knowe and enquere if any tidynge^ might be had ther of hym / It 
is to thinke / that the kynge was yn grete sorowe / & not wiiJiout 32 
cause / for he had no moo sonys ; and if he had sorowe, ye may wele 
thinke fat fe quene & hir ij. doughters were not wMoute / for they 
had suche sorow that alle folke had grete pite of them / this sorowe 
was not alone yn the kynges court / but the fadirs & moders, kynne 36 
& frendes of the yonge lordes that were gone with hym had their 
parte yn like wise / & so had the surpluis of alle the reaume, & had 
grete drede lest the losse were wit// out recouerir / as that of ffraunce 
had ben. H "Now shaH we leue of this grete sorowe that they made, 40 
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& not wiihoute cause / for moclie trouble had they that thus ^ were [» leaf 54] 
departid / and ye shalt here the mauere Howe. H Whan Humfray 
and bis folke* were in the see wtt/ioute the sight of any Londe of 
4 the reaume of Englond, they toke their wey towarde Sizile / and Prince Hum- 
had connynge maryners to conduyte them, & faire wedir at wille / towards 
80 that wi't/iyu litle while they might haue aryued in Sizile, ne had 
ben the fortune & tempest of the see, that neuir is sure / ffor on a a tempest 

Tises * 

8 day bifelle grete tempest in the see / so that the vesselt that they 
were yn was many tymes yn dixunger to be perisshed / yn-so-moche 
that the maryners coude no remedy, but alt only yn the handes of 
cod, & lete the vesshelt dryue vfith the wawes and the wynde, the ship 

, , drives; 

12 whedir as god wold conduyte it. Humfray and alle his company 
were in orisons and praier with grete deuoczon, hauyng no hope but 
of dethe / and yn the meane while one of the maryners perceyued 
londe that they were ny vnto / but he knewe not the contre, for he 

16 had neuir be ther / so he wente to Humfray / and to the maister 
luaryner / and tolde it theyni / whiche made grete ibie / for when 
they were so ny the londe, the tempest was not so rageous as it had 
ben in the playne see / sone aftir they aryued at londe without any they innd at 

20 hurte / and it was nye a grete towne that helde of the turke that town, are 
was in Sizile / and they went oute yn vessells & bot^^, & came to 
this shipe / and founde it garnyssht with cristen men / and when 
they sawe thies yonge folkes, and the good that was witJi them, they 

24 were right ioiefiUt, and brought their prise to the towne, and departed 

their botee / and for it thought them a cas of nouelte / they sente and given 
pi'^sentes to their neighbores of the cristen prisoners, so that they prisoners. 
lefte with them but ij., wherof that one was Humfray / and thus 

28 was thys company disseuerd / Humfray was put yn a derke prisone, Prfnce Hum- 
and his felawe with hym / whiche sone aftir died / and he abode in » dungeon. 
ther aH alone, where he endured moche payne & trouble / alle othir 
than he wende to fynde whan he departed oute of Englond / and 

32 pitously he complayned him to god / besechyng hym humbly that 
this payne & prison that he was yn / might stande for part of his 
purgatory /for he wende neuir to escaped thens / but oure lorde, 
that knewe the cause of his depaj-tyng / and that he was abandoned 

36 for his seruise, put him not yn foryetyng / but sone aftir holpe to 

his delyue^'aunce / ^as ye shalt here / but nowe he was stille kepte [* if. 64, bk.] 
there, to theutent to presente tlie turke with, at his retowrne. The 
kynge, his fadir, had sente yn-to Sizile vij. or viij. of his folkes 

40 aftir his depavtyng / & whan they were retowrncd / and tolde that 
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The Kinjf of thorugh alle the reaume of Sizile they had enquered <fe sought / but 
envoys cjin for ceitayne, yn that region had not be seyne no ship / sith the losse 
tidinsfaof of the ciisten arm ee, that was sent for their socours. & they certitied 

Hamphrey " 

in sicUy. for tiouthe, that ther Humfray nor his company was not / The 4 

kynge of Englond, heryng thies tidynge*, helde his sone as loste / 
Tiie King of and than his sorow redoubled, but it might not be amendid / and 

England o / i • 

jno«n« tt»e aH his Hf he contynued wepyng & teeres / and seide to suche as 
Son. were a-boute hym / " Alas ! ye may se iij. reaumes full desolate ! 8 

the kynge of fFraunce & y haue loste oure ij. sones / and wote not 
how the kynge of Scotte* hath lost his also / but he hath more 
recomforte than we two / for his sone died knyghtly yn the 
se?'uise of god / and yet hath his fadir ij. sones alyue, which is a 12 
grete recouerir to his reaume / & noon of vs two haue noon heire 
male / and y here sey the kynge of fFraunce lith seke in his bedde, 
vfiihoui any remedy of his lil / whiche is comen to hym of sorow / of 
which is grete pite, and withoute faile he seide trouthe / for aftir 16 
the departyng of his sone, hadde he neuir ioie." 

s the kynge of Englond seide / and as ye haue rehersid here 




The King of l\ tofore, The kynge of fFraunce, sith the depaHyng of his 
fore^^np o^ im. seide sone, enioied neuir day of helthe / in so moche that 20 
win PrirT wit^yu ij. yere aftir, he departed oute of this worlde / and bifore 
Philip, jjjg (Jethe, made to come bifore him his wif and his brother, the 
Due of Burgoigne / and seide vnto them in this wise / " My wif 
and my brother / y perceyue wele y most dye / whiche is the 24 
thynge y haue moche desired / and as ye knowe wele y had a sone 
a ij. yere syne, and wote not yet / whethir he be a-lyue or not / to 
whom ye, my wif, be moder / and ye, my brother, be vncle / y 
haue loued you naturally as my brother / and ye haue done me 28 
grete seruyse and honour, wherof y thonke you, and pray you to 
contynue yowr kinde and naturaH loue vnto me aftir my dethe / 
and to my sone, if he be a-lyue / and if he be not / y may haue no 
grettir ioie than to wite you kynge aftir my dethe / for to you 32 
appoints Ilia sholde the reaume falle as rightfult enheritoure / wherfore y wolde 
[1 leaf 55] that ye ^shold be regent and gouemour of this reaume by the space 
Burgundy"^ of vij. ycrc / and yn caas be that my sone come not / and that terme 
fJS, and passed / I wol that ye be crowned and sacred kynge / for the abidyng 36 
is long y-nough of ix yere / and y trust that ye wili thus do / and 
so y pray you promyse me / for the goode/j of the reaume be as wele 
youres, as Kegent / as if ye were crowned kynge ; and so shatt ye 
leese nomore for the tymc, but only the name of the kynge," The 40 
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Due of Burgoigne, that was fult wyse, worthy, and a passing good 
man, was knelyng afore the kynge his brother, heryng him thus 
speke, of right feruent loue, and of right stronge and soroufuli 
4 herte, wepte so sore / that he might vnnethe speke a worde / but as 
he might speke, he promysed him trewly to perfourme his desire & 
cowmaundement / Aftir alle this, and that the goode kynge of 
ffraunce had serchid his conscience wisely and deuoutly, he yelde The King of 
8 his soule to god, and was entered as to a kynge perteyneth, and his 
ordynaunce doone & accomplisshed, as he had diuised. And his 
Brothir, the Due of Bourgoigne, was made Regent of fFraunce / and and the Duke 
helde entierly, and accomplissid, alle that he had promysed his becomes*" ^ 

12 brother, withoute contraryyng of any thinge / and had noon othir 
wille ne desire, but that his Nevewe sholde come ayen / for he hadde 
neither wif ne childe, and he was noon of the moost yonge, wher- 
fore he was determyned yn himself neuir to marye. He helde the 

16 reaume, as long as he had the gouernaunce, yn good Justice, pees & 
tranquillite. H It is tynie to be stille a litle of this matier, and 
retot^me to the sege that the Turke had set bifore fferaunt and his 
company. 

20 ■ onge tyme endured they bifore the Towne wt'tAout any 




wynnyng / & eucry day there was som sawte or scarmyssh, Ferantand 
and alwev profitable for them wtt^yn / and so nioche yn tiaus make 

•^ ^ . . daily salliea 

armes did Le Sumome and Athis / that of alle othir they bare the against tiie 

' . , *' Turks, 

24 name / for their dedes were, as who seith, yncredible ; and so wele 
did Athis / that sawe Le Sumome, ther was noon to compare with 
hym / wherof le Suriiome was as glad as he might be / and loued 
his honoi^r asmoche as his owne / and he shewed wele he was not 

28 enuyous / for whan they were wit/Klrawen from any scarmyssh, he 

wolde so ioifully reherce of Athis, his felawe / that alle men ^Had [^ if.55,bk.] 
grete pleasir to here him / whiche alway passed hym, & was werry 
mirroMr and ensample to alle othir / Thes sege dured fulle longe / and 

32 many tymes sent fPeraunt to the kyngo of Sizile, that he sholde and ten the 
haue no drede for them / nor put himself yn noon auenture / for it sid&that 

. they are ail 

neded not / for they had gret plente of vitaile for more than a yere / rig»t. 
and whan they most nedes lene the place / they wolde departe to 

36 the a no ther of their enemyes, maugre them alle / and thus the 
kynge of Sizile, in trust of feraunt, abode the auenture that god 
wolde sende / and often made bis folkes to ride to the Turkys hoste / 
to distourbe their vitaille / whiche aquytte them right wele / and 

40 did grete damage to the Turkey, and made them right wery / 
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ffynally they loste moo of their folke« before that place then they 
had done of all the while that they were yn Sizile / and yit were 
they neuir the nere of the place / On a day befelle that fferaunt had 
sent a letter to the kynge his maister / yn snche wise as ye haue 4 
herde before / the messanger was not so wise as othir had be, nor 
coude not fe weies so wele / so was he taken wiHi the Turkes 
meyne / & brought bifore him yn-to his Tente. the Tnrke toke 
him aparte, & suche of his counseH as pleased him / and made to 8 
woide the romenaunt / for that he wold not the messangere shold 
be openly herde / lest he shold sey any thing / that shold discorage 
them / & whan all folkes were wided, the Turke asked hym cer- 
teinly of his tydynge* / And he tolde hym suche as he knewe, wtt/i- 12 
out hidyng of any thyng / yn embandonyng his lif, if it were founde 
othir wise / he seide that they wtt//yn dred not the Turke and alle 
his power / but were rathir glad than sory of his beyng ther / for 
they wist for trouthe, that it was grete charge to hym / and that he 16 
shold alwey lese more than wynne / and yn the meane tyme the 
kynge of Sizile shold fortifie his Reaume, and be daily releued wtt/i 
newe folkes / so that his puissaunce shalle alwey encresse. The 
Turke asked the messanger if he had any letters / and he seide 20 
" ye " / as he that durst not deny it / and forthwith toke theym 
hym / the Turke opend them, and founde them aftir suche torrae 
as ye haue herde before this, whan the messangere had be wele 
enquered / and answerde and seide like as he knewe / whiche was 24 
alwey to the honoure ^of the cristen : then was He delyuerd to one 
that shold kepe him wele and surely / the Turke abode stiUe with 
his counseli / and they diuised many thinges to-gedre of tliies 
matier / & they thought wele they loste tyme / and therfore toke 28 
they this conclusione / that on the morowe the Turke sholde 
assemble alle his counseDe / and the Capteyiies / and seid to them 
that were there with hym / that they shold auise them wele that 
night of this grete matier, & on the morow to shewe him their best 33 
aduise & counselle / Thus departed they, and euery man to his 
loggyng / til on the morow the Turke sende for them / many tymes 
and often were they awakid by them wiHiyn / whiche had noon 
othir delite nor pleasir but to trauaile them, to the annoie of the 36 
turkes / and that shewde wele Le Surnome, and Athis his felowe, 
fat, alle the while he was w/t/iyn the place, chaungid not his hameys 
that Orcais had yeuen him / wherby he was wele knowen; and 
also he shewde it fult ny them many tymes, to their grete damage / W 
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for the Turke wolde often tyme sey / " se there my sones prisonere ! 
here may ye se the profit of his delyueraunce / my herte gaf me 
neuir othir wise / he is the flour & choise of alle them withyn / one 

4 reserued / that dothe vs meruailous grete hurt / hy them ij. is alle 
the losse we haue." Xow this night passid / on the morowe came 
the Turkes counselle to hym, and alle the Capteynes he had sent for, 
and the Turke declared the matier him self / yn this wise, seyng 

8 vnto them / " ffaire lordes, it is nigh the space of a yere sith we Tiie suitan 
leide the sege bifore this place / wheryn it semeth me to be as ferre councu that 
from hawyng it as the first day we came here / the damages that we siege hHs 

OGdi 01 DO 

haue had, aswele of them without the place, as of them wtt//yn / be «m. 
12 wtt/iout nombre / for we haue lost here, of the best of oure 
company / & yit if it appered that we might haue it be length of 
tyme, y sholde holde my peyne wele emploied ; but we cannot, as 
fer as y se / this night passed, was taken by my folkes one of their 

16 messangers, beryng letters to their kynge / whiche, yn the presence 
of diuerse suche as be here p?*e8ent, y haue examyned, & founde 
him trewe, seyng aftir the content of his letters / whiche letters, se 
liere yn my hande / & y wolle they be redde yn presence of you 

'O lalle, because ye may auise what is to do / and that ye may counselle v- if- 56, bk.] 
me to my honof^r / and so y pray you do" / thies letters, were 
opende and redde by a Secretary of the Turkes /and were of such He iias 

^ , . Ferant'8 

luatier as ye haue herd to-fore / and aftir they were redde, he seide letter read 

(k » to tiieiQ} 

^^ ay en vnto them / ** ye se the termys, and how the matier stondes ; 
I perceyue that, sethe oure comyng yn-to this reaume, oure tyme 
hath not gretly emploied / neuirtheles, or y sholde departe with 
shame / y had leuer dye / and if we wolle any moo folkes, we nede 

28 but to sende for them / but me semeth that we be y-nough, bothe 
for theym w^'t/zyn & for them without, In-asmoche as we haue ben 
80 long vnfoughten vritli / Also the harde ceason of wynter ap- says winter 
procheth / and it shold be f uli ilt for any oure folke* to labor in-to 

*2 this cuntre frome so fer, and also it shold be fulle grete charge & 
dispence / and fulle harde for vs to gete vitaile / for the kynge of 
Sizile dilfendith it vs daily yn alle that he may / Now, alle thies 
thinges considered, I haue assembled you alle, to haue yowr good and asks tiieir 

'^ aduise and counselle, whether it be behof uli for vs to sende for moo 
people or not / So I pray you that eche of you counselle me aswele 
as ye can." Aftir that he had seide thies wordes / there were 
many of theym that eche behelde othir /and thought wele yn their 

^0 mynde that the Turke was wery that the sege endured so longe / 
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wlierof tbey were glad, for il sore annoied theim, their beyng there 
80 longe / In asmoche as they sawe be no meane to be nerre the 
wynnyng of the place than thei were the first day they came ther / 
and daily sith had they hadde grete losse and damage, asweli doon 4 
by theym wtt^yn the place as by theym wtt7/out / they had lost 
many of their next frcndes and of the moost worthy of their com- 
pany / Some other preised moche the Turke their maister / and 
thought if he reised the sege / it shold be to his shame / and yet 8 
they sawe wele he lost his tyme, and had grete charge aboute 
nought / wherof they abassht theym moche / And in especial!, how 
the kynge of Sizile but litle a-fore had wonne that towne witH 
assaute / and hon they had biden there so longe space / & conde 13 
not gote it ; but moche preysed they them of wtt/iyn, of wisdome & 
worthy nesse, thinkyng that they passed alle other that they had 
seen in their tyme. Thus euery man thought of the be^synesse 
that belonged to the Tourke, that sawe this company allg sadde and 16 
pensif / knewe wele that there was cause / and thought that he had 
ouir lightly leide sege there / seyng the puissaunce that his enemyes 
had / that night & day aboute the Sege, were in suche diligence and 
ti-auaile, that they vnnethe of the host mighte haue any slope / for 26 
they were nightly distonrbed of their reste, either by them withyn 
or by them wi't/iout ; so seid he to his folkes : " I pray yon remembre 
wele thies matiers, for it nedith to take good aduise ; for OMr abidyng 
here is fulle noious and dangerous / & cure departyng shold be 24 
shamefult / Neuirtheles, it semeth me one of thies ij. we most nedes 
take ; but it behoueth vs to thinke what were the best meane we 
coude fynde / yestir even, aftir the takyng of fferauntes messanger, 
some of you were here v^ith me / and I pray to bethinke you what 28 
were best / I was not aduised than to assemble you alle, as y haue 
now done / and for this cause y shall aske first of them that were 
than with me / for that y know wele they haue had bettir leiser of 
remerabraunce than the remenaunt that be here " / Than asked he 33 
the aduise of one of his moost preuy counsellowrs / and that, as he 
trusted, toke his matiers moost to herte / And was, as aftir his lawe, 
a right a notable and a wise knyght / the whiche, by the cow- 
maundement of his maister, refused not to sey his aduise, whiche 36 
was this / " Sir, it is trouthe that yestir euen ye co??imaundid 
diuers of vs to remembre on this matier, & so y suppose we haue, 
euery man on his party / and as for me, y haue so thought on it 
that y slepte no slepe this night / and the more y thinke on it / the ^ 
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more me semeth it is harde and doutefult / Also your self haue 
opened the difficultees any man may sey in this matier, aswele of 
thabidyng as of goyng, and hane seide wele, as me semeth, that in 

4 noon of those ij. is neither honour nor profit / and it behoueth to 
anise som meane, as ye seide, to kepe your honowr, and to eschewe 
the contrary / flforaothe my thought hath ben this night, and is yet / 
Vpon this meane with correccton / biseching you humbly, if y say 

8 not wele, to pardone me. And this is the meane that moost may ThisOoun- 

cillor Advises 

be with youi honour, as me semeth / if any meane may be founde p if. 57, bk.] 
to take trews for a yere bitwene your Enemy and you / ^ And than * a?jHt!?the 
by honoi^r may ye reise the seege / And this tyme hawgyng, ye may christians; 

12 leue garrisons in this Keaume / and retowme yot^r self this wynte?* 
in-to yowr owne Reaume, for it is long sith ye were there / and 
than may ye make a newe reise, bothe of people & tresour, and 
than in the newe ceason, whan the grounde is replenyssed with 

16 come & gresse, than may ye come wiUi grettir power than euir ye and then a 
did / for it is no doute of / whan yowr people and sogette^ se your wuh more 
grete desire and good entent, they wille helpe you more than euir 
they did / ye haue sene wele the deuoir that yowr Enemyes haue 

20 made to haue socoure / and yet haue noon had / ner noon, y beleue, 
shalle haue, for if any they shold haue had, ye may thinke weel, 
seyng the long seege that ye haue holden, they shold haue had it 
by this / wherfore it is to be thought that, if they be weel re- 

24 membred heron, they wol be right glad of this trews / fPor they 
wille thinke that, in that meane ceason, they shalle mowe haue some 
helpe of the cristen / and at the last assemble, his estates to take 
aduise of the ffuidin^ of his reaume. The maner hou men might the way to 

^ ° ° get the Truce 

28 come to this trews, is not yet by me wel aduised / but if it please jhouid be 
you to conclude to this aduise, men may remembre the maner how / discust. 
and come hider to you ageyn aftir dyner / eu«?y man to vSey his 
aduise / Sir, suche is myn aduise at this tyme. I knowe no bettir, 

12 albeit that I am redy to be confowrmed to theym that y shalt here, 
yif bettir counsel! which right lightly may be done " / The Turke, 
hering his knight and right trusty Counsellor thus speke, toke his 
wordes right agreably / for he sawe wele that by, other meanes, vfith 

16 his honoi^r might he not departe / a[n]d his abidyng was right 
damageable / He asked than of many other their aduise / and, for 
to aberge [so] the matier, euerichon folowed the same that the knyght The rest of 

• 1/11 • 1 1 <• n • / i» xi 1 .the Council 

had seide / And saide that he was tulle wise / tor the aeprt?-tyng of agree. 
:.0 the Turke was not possible by noon othir meane without dishonour / 
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and dred moche that they might not gete the trews w/t/it their 
hono2<r & pleasir. The Turke, that saw this conclusion yn nonibie 
of opinions, & alle one / saide to them / '' yet of the maner hou this 
trews might be / we nor noon of you haue spoken / wherfore y woti 4 
that, at iij. aft^r non, eeche of you be here p?*esent / and that the 
nieane while ye remembre eche one his party, liow y may entre yn 
this matier to my honofer, wtt/tout shewing of any semblaunt of 
[I leaf &6J drede ; and if the ^meane might be founde, that it might be half by 8 
their Eequest." Thus eueri man depaj-ted til after dyner / and at 
After dinner the houre of iij. assembled there ac^ein / and there shewed many 

theTurkbh o / j 

Coiuicii resons and opinions / but hard it was, as they thought, to fynde hou 
this matier shold not come of the Turke, for they coude espie no 12 
drede yn their Enemyes. whan the Turke, that moche desired to 
haue this thinge accomplissht, entred iu-to his Tente / where as 
they alle were, & vnto hym did their dewte ; & whan he was set in 
his chaier, he made them alle to sitte downe / & than he asked of 16 
him that most pleased him, thauise of how he was remembred of 
this matier / that they were depai^ted on / And this was one of his 

and one of Capteynes, a passing wise man of werre / whiche answerd liim la 
this maner / " Sir, ye shal ful poroly be aduertised by me / for that 20 
y haue litle knowlage in so high thinge^ / but sith that it pleasith 
you that y say in this matier what y haue tliought and diuised, 
whiche is to litle effecte in regarde of that / that thies notable 

advises that, kuyghtes herby shalle say / Katlierles, y shalt shewe as y haue 24 
thought, sit£ that ye be concluded to the trews, if ye may haue it / 

in order & wolde it wcre by the desire of yowr Enemyes, or at the lest half 

to make the , " " t/ ' 

proposal of by their Request, whiche is an hard thinge to be done / for ye se 
the^chris!™ ^^^ ^ them no maner liklyhood touching this matier / K we had 28 
tians, any prisoners, notable folkes, outher of them wtt/iout or of them 

wit/iyn / then were it litle maistrie to fynde the meanes by their 
oune request & labo?/r / but that will not be / for we haue no suche. 
A nothir wey there is / w^t/^yn the place there is many noble and 32 
wise lordes, knyghtes and squiers of those whiche be prisoners 
ther / And y can thinke they haue so many pr/soners there, that 
they wold yjiOi good wiH be delyuerd of som of them, for spendyng 
they be askt of their vitaile. Thus may ye sende vnto them for delyuerauDce 36 
some of their of som of them, And in suche wise may the prisoners them self 
prisoners, eutre in lanf^age yji\h their maistirs, as it were of their owne 

who can *-^ " 

Tru?r'* mocione, for their delyueraunce / And thus, me thinketli, they may 
playnly touche of this matier to fferaunt, whiche, if he will, may 40 
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surely breke this matier, and bring it to conclusion with the kynge 
his maister / And y can thinke, seyng the grete reason that they 
haue, & be closed yn this towne, they haue not had ^ their ease in V- if. 58, bk.] 

4 alia thinge ; and whan the saide fferaunt shali se a meane of youre 
departyng, to his honowr, he woH be right glad to brynge it to that 
conclusion / for his honot^r shalt be wele saued by this meane. An 
other way also, vndir yowr correccion : It is longe sith that kynge or, as King 

8 fiferabrace of Perce, that hath ben prisoner yn the handes of the Persia is 

prisoner in 

kynge of Sizile, yowr enemy / and yet hath there ben no speche of s^ciiy, the 
his raunsome / ffor that ye trusted alway to recouer hym by 
strength, whiche, as me semeth, ye are fuUc fer fro / ye may sende, suitan can 

propose to 

12 if it please you, to the kynge of Sizile, desiryng him to put him to ransom iiim, 
finaunce / and if he wille entende ther-to / than shalle ye haue a 
good colot^r to sende of yowr folkes vnto the kynge yowr brother, 
whiche may be aduertised by them to breke this matier vnto the 

16 kynge of Sizile, for a meane of his delyueraunce ; and if he wille 

entende therto, ye may make a desire vnto him to haue a sauf- and asic for a 

*^ safe conduct 

condite, for ij. or iij. notable knyghte« of youre house to go speke ^r Envoys 
with youre brother for his delyueraunce / And by them may yowr 

20 brother be weel aduertised in euery thinge touchyng this matier / 
And thus semetfi me, by one of thies two weios ye may not faile / 
but this mocion may be made as though ye knewe no thing therof / and let lam 
And that for the loue of youre brothir and of othir prisoners / and Truce. 

24 at their grete request, ye shalle be enclynable to this trews, wliiche 
is, as ye shalle make semblaunt, right contrary to yowr pleasir. I can, 
as for my parte, noon othir thing deuise / yf y bettir coude, y 
wolde right gladly she we it vnto you, and to my lordes that here be / 

88 yn whom y wote wele ye shalle fynde sadder aduise than yn me / I 
durst not refuse to sey myn opinion, sith that it pleased you so to 
ordeyne and co7«maunde me." Thus endid he his aduise. And 
the Turke asked forth of the remenaimt of his counselle that were / 

S2 hou it thought them of this matier / so were there many other 
meanes & mocions made amonges them / but, in conclusion, the 
Turke liked best the two first waies that his kni<?ht had meued / The suitan 

^ ' resolves to 

and saide that he coude not thinke by that / that he knewe yn 
36 fiferaunt, that he wold, be any cause or meane, haue a trews bitwene 
hym and the kynge his maister, without that he might se it more 
the profit & honowr of his maister / than for his owne allegeaunce 
and ease / And therefore toke he this conclusion, to sende for a P leaf 50] 

' ask for a 

40 sauffcondite, that his folkes might speke wzt/i flfirabras his brother / safe-conduct. 
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and by hym this mailer to be opende / This oondosion was taken, 
«wi Mndii ft and letters sent to the kyng of Sizile by two kynge* of armes / In 
um KinKof whiche letters was conteyned the lone that by natmalt reason that 
he aught to his brother, the kynge of Perce, whiche at that tyme 4 
was Ills prisoner / and had ben a grete while / and right fayn wolde 
t/» mnwmi he haue hym ageyn / if by any fynannce he might hane him / And 
tiM King a for this, if his wille were to put him to fynannce, the Tnrke Ins 
brother wolde sone purvey for his delyueraunoe, In asmoche as he 8 
was taken in his quarelle & seruise / And for to pftwede in this 
matier, the Turke roquyred to haue sanffcondite for iij. or iuj. 
nr)tablc knyglit<», of whom he sent the names yn his letters / Thus 
TtM TiiiicUh were the letters dolyuerd forth / and they sped theim so weel tiuitl3 
rmh NapiM. in Iltle while they came to Naples, where as the kynge of SizQe 
was / and sone were they condited by noble folke» yn-to,ihe place 
where the kynge was / and anoone was it tolde the kynge that 
Huclie {{)\\l<'s were comen vnto hym from the Turke. the kynge 10 
made them be brought vnto him, where they founde him wele 
accoinpanyed. the kynge^ of armes presented their letteres / and 
ThAKiiiKof the kynge of Sizile resceyued them, and redde theim, and sith 
* ' nHkod thofficors of armes if they had any othir thing in charge / 20 

an<l they tolde their charge / whiche was suche yn substaunce as the 
letters specified. & whan he hadde bird alle their message, the 
kyng(j made them to be condite to their loggyng, and ther to he 
wele acuinpanyed with alle the chere that men might make them. 24 
nNMmnbiAN ou tlic morow aftir, he assembled his folkes of counselle, and many 
liiiii Nhowv ' of his Captoynes that were there with them, to whom he shewed 

ilimn tliu It n^ 111 1 I t t 

Huiiiiii'M the letters that the lurke had sent hym / and the credence of the 
letters / wherupone he asked their counselt & aduise yn this matier/ 28 
and wold here it debated and concluded before him self / So there 

Ho npnoinu wcrc ij. notable men bifore him to do this / that one ordeyned to 

()IIO H(lV(K!lltO 111 «.-|. . Ill •, 

to nrKue for sustcvne the delyuerauncc of his prtsoner / and the tothir to con- 

the raiiMotn, ^ ^ ir i 

ni^Y^^oUxnr trary it / He that susteyneth the deliueraunce, shewed to the kynge 32 
that this deliu6'?'aunco was profitable for hym, and the reasons why/ 

[» If. 50, bk.] sayng that his body was not ofte ^in daunger / the delyueraunce of 
kynge fiirabrace not helpe but to him / for ther was noon othir like 
vnto him / also he was surely acompanyed / and of a long tyme 36 
had not ben gretly annoied / and of liklyhood his strength sholde 
rather encre[se] than empeyre. And the Turke* might was daily 
dymynysshed and gretly damaged / whorfore him thought this 
deliueraunce was moost profitable to the kyng / for wtt/i his 40 
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raunsone sholde he be of more power to damage his enemyes / The 

tothir knyght, hering what he had purposed, answerd to the con- The advocate 

trary, shewyng that at that tyme the Turke, whiche was brother to raiiBom 

4 kynge Ifirabrace, helde seege before the place that the kynge had 
conquered vndir hun / yn the whiche was enclosed the flowr of 
knyghthode of that Eeaume, and in especialle they to whom he is urj^es that 
prisoner / whoos, of right, the prisoner is, and noon others / and if took k. Fera- 
8 it so fortune that the Towne were taken by strength, whiche god, of 

I his mercy diffende / if it were so / by the kynge of Perce, alle they 
that were withyu. shold be rescowed, whiche is more worth than 
iiij. suche fynaunces as he is able to pay / " And for to answere to 

iJ2 this that ye haue seide, that none sufhseth to the deliueraunce of 
the saide prisoner, but the only body of the kyng ; by that meane 
that y say, ij. thousand noble men may be saue & brought agein by 
hym. And to come to reason / who ought so weel to be bought 

16 agein by hym, as they that toke hym, whos propre prisoner he is / 

f orsoothe noon, as me thinketh. Also remembre weel in what and that 
perells and in what fortunes ye haue seen the kyng here present, & would en- 
souverayn lord, be in his tyme, whiche, if he were prisoner, shold K»ng of 

SO be in auenture euir to be had agein, if this kynge were deliuerd / 
Thies thinge« co/isidered, if y were as the kyng, for no thing shold 
he be delyuered / And whan it shalle please the kyng / vpone the 
debates of vs two, that be but of litle effecte to the reasons of my 

S4 loides that here be, he shalle hero there aduise, and to do then 

as him thinkith moost to his wele " / The kynge of Sizile, heryng The King 
thise debates that were made, of good wille, and by noon hate, asked resolves 
of him that spake last his aduise, whiche seide vnto him / that 

S8 gladly he wolde say it / sith it pleased him so to co7Mmaunde him, 

whiche was this / that in no wise men ought not, nor might not that Ferant 
entre in-to this matier wit/iout thauise and counselle of fferaunt, suited; 
whiche ^was biseeged withyn the towne and hym, that now men [Ueaf eo] 

$% lightly might speke vrith hym, for the kyng might write vnto the 

Turke, that without the aduise & counselle of fferaunt & Sumome,^ and Prince 
to whom his brother was p^^soner, he wold not precede in that who took 

•*■ * Ferabras 

• matier / and he thought be thise meanes the Turke shold be weel prisoner. 

S6 content that the kynges folkes might go speke with fferaunt. And 
ij. reasons he shewed / that meued him to gif this counselle / that 
one is / that fferaunt is one of the wisist knightes of this Reaunie, 
whiche appereth weel by his werkes / And by this meane, if the 

iO kyng sende vnto him of his folkes, he shalle trewly be asserteyned 
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of the demeanyng of fferaunt and of the Towne / and theraftir 
may he take counselle outher of the deliue^'aunce of his pdsoner or 
of the contrary / And the tothir reason that he shewed, was this / 
that the seid prisoner had be taken twies by the handed of Sumome, 4 
in the p?*esence of fferaunt his maister / wt't7/out whom, by reason to 
holde trewly the right of armes, the seide prisoner might not be de- 
lyuered : ** suche is the ordre of right and Justice in dede^ of armes / 
as y haue alway vndirstande / And as yet y can thinke of the saide 8 
prisoner, there hath be made no depa?*tyng bitwene them, nor noon 
accorde nor apoyntement / and therfore, shortly to conclude my 
matier / me thinkith, wit/iout their aduise it [were best] to precede 
no ferther." Thus endid he / & it thought vnto the kynge and his 12 
Letters to couuselle that his aduise was ri^ht (?ood & Kesonable /And then 

thh effect are . i 7n i t' t m 

sent to tiie were letters writen and sent vnto the Turke, vndir suche foi^rme as 

Sultaii, 

thei were concluded by the counselle / as ye haue herds. Thus were 
the messangers delyuered, and had grete gifted, and were surely con- 16 
dite, vnto the kynge« power / and at their retot^me agein vnto the 
who has in Turke, they founde the hoste gretly troubed / for grouously had 

the Tnean- 

time been they ben assailed by them with-yn the Towne / and in especially 

after attacks toward the Turke^ loggyng / for there were made alway the grettist 20 
assawtes ; and trouthe it was, that they had ben so hoarely assailed 
sith the depaHing of the messangers, that they neuir might be at 
leiser to assemble in no counselle to-gidir / and diner's tymes wolde 
they haue short termes of trews & cowi?micaccione wtt/? fferaunt / 2< 
but he wold neuir answere hem to any suche matier, for he had no 

p If. 60, bk.] desire to dele nor trete vfiih hem / wherof thei were full ^soroufull 
So long contynued this maner of demeanyng, that the Turke* 
f olke« were right wery / and endured grete payne & labour / 28 
fferaunt, that was fulle wise, remembred weel this, & thought wed 
it were litle maistry to annoy them / and thought he had ben idle 
a gret while, and not mette vfiHi his enemyes / and so he saide to 
his folkes, wtt/i a merry contenaunce / " I se weel we be so presed 33 
on wtt/i oure enemyes to haue a tretee, whiche lettith not but yn vs, 
for we may haue alle that we can resonably aske / And it is longe 
sith oure neighboures & frendes herde any thing of vs, that knowe not 

Ferant says weel where we are / therfore it is good that to-morowe we make vs 36 

he will make 

a grand sally to be kuowcu " / Alle they that were yn the place were ioyfuUe of 
Prince Philip thise wordes, and in especialle Le Sumome and Athis / for in dedes 

and Pnnce j sr i ^ 

David re- of armcs were thei neuir satisfied / and so answerd they vnto their 
maister, it shold be right wele done, **so helpe me god," seide 40 
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fferaunt, " I thinke to-iworowe, with the helpe of god, to take suche 
acqueyntaunce amonges them, that they shalle not alle be pleased / 
for it is longe sith we made theim any grete assaute / and therfore 

4 go eiieri man to his reste / and be vp to-morowe vpon^ the point of 
the day / and eueri man serue god / and we shall do aftir as weel as 
we may " / Thus eueri man went to reste him. And that night 
made fferaunt al his smaS ordenat^nce to be brought toward the Ferant 

8 Turkca loggyng / and on that side of the Towne made he to lay his 
grete Bombarded, ageinst the comyng of his enemyes / and there 
made he to be kepte moo fayrer & sure watche. In the mornyng / musters hi» 
toward the poynt of day, were his folke^ assembled about him / so 
12 ordeyned he a good company, as him thought sufficiaunt y nough 
to discomfite the wacche that was bifore / for to wynne the Turkea 
Bombarded, for they thought it was light y-nogh to do / and of the «nd makes 

Princes 

first company he made Capteynes, Le Sumome & Athis / for wel PinUp and 
16 knewe he that corageously they wolde do this entirprise / And the tains of tL 
remenaunt of his folke« he guyded him self, for he thought the "on. 
first company shold haue nede of releef : thus ordeyned he the 
assawte / And whan it was purueide, Le Sumome & Athis ordeyned 
20 their folke« redy at the gate that was assigned vnto them / than 

made fferraunt the yate ^to be opende, and went out / and ascried \} leaf ei] 
the Turkey wacche, and they wende fult weel to haue diffendid 
them / but their diffence litle auailed / for Sumomes company and 
&4 Athis put as many to the swerde as they might gete, wtt/iout They kiii 

I. . rr.1 . /. .^^ , all the Turks 

takyng of any pnsoners. This first company passitn forth vfiih so they take, 
grete corage & hardinesse that, er the Turke and his iolikes might 
be armed, thei came to his logging, killyng and sleyng alle that 
S8 euir mette with them / and ouirthrewe Tente« and Pavilions ; and 
did so moche in annes that eueri man fled fro them / whan fieraunt 
sawe them passe so fer / he knewe it shold be grete auenture of and go so 

far forward 

their retowme / and therfore toke he his feliship, & went aftir them / that Ferant 

^ ' has to march 

S2 and passed by the place where the wacche had ben, and where *» support. 
moche of the Turkes ordenaimce lay, whiche he made labores, bothe 
men & wo7wmen, haue in to the Towne / whil he went to releef his 
first company, and this assaute dured til the sonne risyng / and 

\% there was the noise and the crie so grete / that men might not haue 
herde the thondre / and the Turkes drewe them alle to the Turke, 
so grete a multitude that fierau?it saw wele his folkes might not 
long endure there / wherfore he made to blowe retrete ; and by He blows the 

than had his first company taken so many p?d8oners, that they were 

THREE kings' SONS. H 
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condite the kynge resceyued, and made it to be redde / & founde 
that it was good & sure / Than purvaide he the iiij. knightes to go 
to fferaunt / and they toke leue of the kynge & the quene, & of their 
faire doughter, & of alle the ladies & gentilwomen / & tolde them 4 
whider they wente / and eche of theim made their recommenda- 
cions / And faire lolante forgate not to recommaunde hir to 
Sumome ; and she and alle the ladies seide amonge^ them / that 
lEeraunt was a notable knyght, and honorably had borne him, and 8 
was worthy to be renomed of alle othir that they knewe / On the 
morow erly the knighte* de^artid, and spede them so, that withjn 
litil while they came to fferaunt, of whos corny ng he ^was right 
ioyfuS / for they were his special frendes / & thought wele that 12 
they had brought some grete tidynge* / he brought them to their 
loggynge« / and made theim all the chore that was in his power / 
& wlien they were rested a litil while, fferaunt and they went to 
counselle in-to a chambr / and there tolde they him eueri worde, U 
hou the Turke had sent vnto the kynge of Sizile / and hou the 
matier was debated bifore the kynge, for the delyueraunce of kynge 
fferabrace / and the causes that bothe thies knyghte^ shewed / and 
hou it was detennined by the kynge and alle his counselle that, 20 
wtt/iout thavice and agrement of him, the kynge wolde answere to 
no thyng of this matier, for suche causes as had ben elegged bifore / 
whiche thei declared and shewed vnto fferaunt / And whan he had 
herde thise tidynge*, he thought the matier was of grete peyce/24 
wherfore he wolde make no sodeyn answere, but made his delay 
vpone Sumome, sayng that the matier touched him, and that he 
ought to be called to this counselle / And this they apointed an 
houre, at whiche tyme Le Sumome shold be ther / and fferaunt 28 
seide that he was right wise, & might wele be called to counsell in 
eueri matier aswele as in that / bothe for his hie wisdome & grete 
vertu / and than tolde he vnto tho knightea of Sizile of the grete 
worthinesse of Surnome and Athis, & hou he sawe neuir noon 33 
compa?*able vnto them, but that Surnome passed alle other / hou be 
it, Athis folowed moche the condicions of Surnome, bothe in honowr 
& largesse / and in habilite of his persone ; and fferaunt saide there 
was no knight in the world might avaunte him of the company of 3J 
Such two as he was serued with. Than he told hem hou le Sur- 
nome receyued Athis vnto his company / and in what maner lie 
came / and hou ther was in Sumome noon envie / for he wold so 
gladly reporte the worthinesse and prowes of his felawe, that by his 40 
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maner and speche it semed he thought him self, nor noon othre, 
comparable vnto him / and reputed him self right ewrous that god 
had sent him suche a felawe / and than reherced he grete armes that 
4 the two felawes had done duryng the sege / and the drede that 
their enemyes had of theim, and of the grete comfort and hardinesse 
that his company toke in theim : and thorugh their grete worthi- 
nesse the Towne was double encoraged / Thies tidynge* tolde he to ^ . ^ ^ 
8 J)e knyghtcs of Sizile, ^wherof they thought grete meruaile, and The Knights 
luged for trouthe that god had sente them this meruailous fortune, recognize 
for sauacion of the realme / And so shewed it weel : " for they that in the help 
no thinge were worth / thorugh theim be at this day as valiaunt as 

12 men can fynde / and they that no thinge dred vs, be at this day 
the moost failyng and wrecchid nacion that lyueth ; and pa?*de this 
werke may not be wit/iout miracle." wtt/i suche language passed 
forth the day til the houre that they had taken to assemble agein 

16 in counselle, at whiche tyme Le Sournome was sent for to come 

amonge^ them / and at his comyng was the matier alle newly Prfnce Phnip 
reherced / like as ye herde before, seyng vnto Le Surnome, that the w>t' » council, 
kyng had gyuen them in charge to haue his aduise & agrement 

20 theryn. fferaunt had weel remembred the matier / and seid ther 
vnto the knyghte*, "ye se weele in what caas we be / and the 
gretest harme that we endure, is the prisoners that ben here, \a\i 
gretely dispende owr vitaile / hou be it, y thanke god we be yet 

24 resonably weel purvaide / wherfore it shalle not nede the kynge to 
haue no drede of vs / but that we shalle be able to abide them 
longer than shal be their ease to lye aboute vs / & y purpose to put Perant pro- 
those that be noble men to fynaunce / and to put the tothir to «»« nobie 

i-i M 11 prisoners be 

28 dethe ; and by this meane shalle cure vitaile endure vs lenger. And ransomd, and 

' ^ o tlieotiiers 

as touchyng yot^r charge of puttyng kynge ffirabrace to fynaunce / ^ud. 
y shal sone say as y thinke / suche thinge may befalle that the 
kynge wold for no thing had put him to ffynaunce. It is a faire 
)2 thinge whan he hath in his hande the same that is sufdciant to 
delyue?'e him / if the caas so fortune. But if it were the kynge« 
pleasir, vpone good apointement and good hostages, to enlarge him Ferabras 
for a terme / perauenture for his deliueraunce may be founde peas eniargd for 

a ume. 

16 bitwene the kynge & the Turke / The visage of man makith vertu / 
for if he be present, he may more lightly fynde frenship in his 
brother and other frendes / than if he be stille in pr^son ; for his 
brother, seyng him in that daunger, shalle haue gretter pite and 

to co7/ipassiane of him / than he hath now / wherfore me thinketh his 
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enlargissing, surely made, shalle do but pj'ofit vnto the Realme." 
After that fferaunt had thus seide / the knyghte* wolde wite tho 
opinion of Surnome, whiche saide: "my lorde my ^maister, that 
here is, me thinkith hath taken the best way / & be thus doyng / 4 
the kyng shall not be differred from his prisoner, but haue him 
alway stille in daunger / and if it please the kynge of his grace, I 
wolde of one thinge beseche him / that if king tiirabras be enlarged 
for any terme / that or his departyng, he be sworne be his lawe, 8 
and the creance that he holdeth, that if there be any pe^-sone 
wttAyn the landes & possessions of his brother or of his / that hath 
any cristen prisoner that hath not ben in this werre / but that 
hath ben taken in passing or in goyng on pilgramage / that thai li 
may be delyuerd franke & quite, wzt/iout constreynyng theim to 
renay their feith / and also that fro hensforth there be no more 
oppression nor hurt done to the poure labores & simple folkes of 
this lande / and in this is the Raunsome, for my part, that y wiUe H 
desire / As for the remenaunt, belongeth vnto my lorde my maister, 
that here is " / ITeraunt coude passing grete thanke to Surnome, for 
his request / and thought weel that grete noblesse, fredom & pite, 
meued him to that remembraunce. The knightes of Sizile saide / 20 
that suche reporte as they had founde wit/i fferaunt & Surnome they 
sholde make vnto the [Turkes], & thought weel that they wold be i 
agreable to alle this, wit/iout contraryyng of any thinge / Aftir thise 
wordes they went out of the chamhre / and came into the halle, 24 
were was many a noble man / fferaunt sent for some of his 
prisoners / for to wite if they wolde be brought to any ffynaunce / 
araonge the whiche was one or two that had ben at the conclusion 
that the Turke had taken in his counselle, touchyng the trews /2S 
whan they came bifore fferaunt, they toke him a-part, and saide 
vnto him : "my lorde, if it miglit be done, and with your pleasir, 
we wolde fayne, if we miglit / speke with kynge ffirabras jout 
prisoner / bothe for the meanes of his delyueraunce & oures; weM 
thinke to fynde suche a meane as shallc be grete weel vnto this 
Realme / and therfore remembre you / for we thinke yn this ye 
shal do grete seruice vnto the kynge yo2^r maiste?*." fferaunt, 
heryng thise knyghtes thus speke, whiche by semyng were men olS 
gret honowr, called vnto him the knyghtes of Sizile / and made 
them to reherce agein in their presence like as ^they had seide vnto 
him. And whan the knyglite&* of Sizile had herde them / they 
wttMrewe tliem, & counseled a litil to-gedre / and thought, seyng ^ 



The Sultan is pleasd with the Negociations for a Truce. lOS 

what they had saide, there coude no thinge but weel falle of their 
spekyng with kyng ffirabrace / than called they agein the prisoners 
vnto them / and asked them what hostage they wold lay for them / 
4 and they saide it sholde be harde for them to lay siiche hostages as 
fferaunt shold be content with / but, and it pleasid him, that one of They propose 

as hostages 

them might go to the Turke, and that othir abide in hostage, on half their 

° ° ' ° number. 

his lif / he thought it sholde suffise / fferaunt and the knyghtes 
8 accorded herto / And thus that one of theim is departed vnto the one Turkish 
Turke, whiche was right fer thens / and tolde the Turke alle the the suiton. 

«» I ***^ reports 

maner how his felawe and he had done with fferaunt and with the proceedings, 
tothir knyghtes of Sizile, that were sent to fferaunt from the kynge, 

12 whiche were accorded vpon good hostages, to lete his felawe and 
him go to kynge ffirabrace / whan the Turke herde this, he was 
right glad / and thought the matier was weel bigonne to breke to 
his honour / for eueri man might weel thinke, that what so euir 

16 his brother or the tothir prisoners did / was for their owne deliuer- 
aunce / and not for the profit of the Turke, nor at his request /so 
alle thinge was concluded to the pleasir of )?e knyghtes prisoners / 
and suche hostage delyuered as fferaunt was content with / The 

10 Turke charged his knyghtes, and praied them to employe wele this 
matier / and to sliewe his brother playnly what case he stode yn / 
for he wende neuir to haue seen the Hoiire of his depa?'tyng, with 
his honowr and lif / Thus departed the knyghtes, and came agein They return 

i4 to fferaunt / and in alle haste were their promyses accomplisshed / 
and they redy to departe and go with the knightes of Sizile / On 
ilie morow erly, the knightes of Sizile toke leue of fferaunt and of and start with 

- 'iii/i. i the Sicilian 

alle the company, to whom they seide a lowde / that it was the messengers, 

M moost honorable company that was that day vpone the orthe / & 
aught moost to be renomed in alle honour / sayng that the kyng 
thanked them alle, as them that he was asmoche biholden vnto, as 
euir was prince vnto his suggettes, praing them alle way to contynue 

62 their high & good corage / Than seide there many, with an high 
voice, ** say vnto the kynge, oure souueray[7i] lord / that for vs he 
^make no tretee nor a^ointement to his preiudice / for, bettir [Mf.M, uk] 
pleasith vs this lif, with suche peyne as we haue, than euir did any 

€ dauncyng lustes or any othir disporte." The knightes answerd / 
** ye may be sure that god wolle gif you grace to departe out of this 
place with honowr, and then shalle ye se the ladies, where as ye 
shalle be welcome / and right wele recomforted / & so haue they 

O grete cause / and wele y wote, whan ye come / we that no thing haue 
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done in armes, shal be litil set by / but alle out cast " / Afbir tliise 

wordes, they toke leue and departed, seyng to eiUe the compai^y / 

that they trusted within litil while they shold here good tidinges. 

and soon Than spedde they so wele their ioumey, that they came sone vnto 4 

King of the kynge, which grete desire had to here tidynge^ of fferaunt, & of 

Sicilyt 

this Towne, and of all6 the company therin, & also to knowe what 
opinions lEeraunt helde in such message as he sent hem, touchyng 
the delyueraunce of the Turkea Brother. It was not long aftiiS 
The Sicilian their comvns;, but the kynge made them come vnto hym / whiche 
tiieirKingof toldc hym hou they had sped in alle thing^^ hke as is a-boue 
rehersed / and howe they had by thavice of lEeraunte / brought ij. 
knight^« prisoners in their company / for they thought that the 13 
kynge, by heryng of their entent, might no thinge lese / And also 
shewed the kynge ferther of the opinion of lEeraunt and of Sur- 
andhispro- nomc, whiclic the kynge toke right wele in gre, & thought the 
Ferabras enlargyng of kynge ffirabmce bettir and more propeM for him than II 

sliall be only «-»^w«^ a*lj 

enlarged. his clere deliuerauncc / Than sent he forthe knight^a prisoners, and 
asked them what their entent was / & they seide / that if it pleased 
him, they wolde speke with kyng ffirabras. Than sent the kyng for 
all6 his counselle / and shewed them the message of his knightes 20 
prisoners / and it thought them alk, that it was best to lete them | 
speke with kynge flirabrace a-part, or yn what wise thei wolde / for 
thei thought their speche might litil hurte the kynge / but rather 
of lyklihode be to his pleasir & profit, seyng the cas tbey were jn jU 
And assone as this counselle was thus concluded, kiiige ffirabrace 

The Turkish was cnformed how thies folkes were come to speke with hym / and 

Messengers */ i 

hou the king was wele content that they shold speke with him alk 
at their pleasir / and that they shold abide a day or ij., or as longeM 
as it pleased him to telle him of their tidynge^j / and wherfore 
[Meafcs] ^they desired to speke with hym. kynge ffirabrace, that sith his 
takyng had herde no tidynges of his Brothir, nor of noon othir 
frende of his / was right ioyf ulle to here tidinge* of them ; & yet 31 
the more, that the kynge was pleased that he shold speke with them 
are aiiowd a-part / for he wist weel he shold be the bettir, a8se»*teyned of all« 

iiO see Iv. ••! /i 1. t 1 »• 

Ferabras. tidynges / than were thei sone brought vnto him. when they sawo 
him, they salowed him, accordyng to their dewte, the teeres falling 3t 
downe from their visages, for pite of his longe enprisonment / And 
whan he espied that / he was in grete drede to here som euyl 
tidynges of his brothir or of his Nevewe; & anone as they that 
brought them were departed / he called them vnto hym / & asked 9 
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them of alle their tidynges / for seth he was first prisoner, herde he He mIcb for 
neuir tidynge* / ffor the kynge of Sizile had so ordeyned / ffor him 
thought / that if men shold telle him good tidynge^j, for his partie it 

4 was not couenable / & what so euir any man tolde him of the wele 
of the cristen partie, he wold not haue bileued it / but thought it 
had ben rather seide yn maner of avaunt / and therfore the kynge 
had ordeyned that no man shold telle him no tidynge* / wherfore 

5 he was now the more desirous to here of their tidynges, & askede 
theim of h^s brothir, & of his nevewe, & of alle their armee. and 

they tolde him of alle the certaynte / & of the cristen flete / hou it The Turkish 

Messeiififers 

fortuned amonge« theim by tempest ; hou they were scaterd / & teji k. Fera- 
12 many of them drowned, & a vesselle of theirs brake vpon the ryvage, ^""ce or- 
even aforne the Turkes Tenter, and many of them came to londe on PnnceUavid, 
lyue, whiche were slayn alle at their landyng, sauf one, that Orkays, 
the Soudans sone, toke with his owno handes, and of his delyuer- 
16 aunce / and how Orkays was takyu by him aftjrward, & deliuered, and was then 
as is a-foro reherced / and than they tolde him of alle the worthy- himj 
nesse of them wtt^yn the towne / and in especial of him fat was 
taken by Orkays, and of his felawe, Le Surnome, whiche passe th 
SO alle othre ; & tolde him of the losse that his brothir had had sith he and what 
lay aboute the Towne / aswelle by them of the cuntre, as of them suitan ims 

•^ . sufferd, 

wit/iyn fe Towne, wherthorugh his folke* might neuir be out of 
barneys, nor alt-moost had neuir rest / and yet were they neuer the 

84 nerre, by ought they coude se, of their conquest, but rather ferther 

& farther / than ^they tolde him what direccion had ben taken [Mf.65,bk.] 
bothe by the Turke and by his counselle / and hou, if he might haue 
departid bifore this tyme with his honowr, he had be gone long or and how he 

J8 this / but he coude fynde noon othir meane but this / Than tolde out of the 
they him alle the charge that they had from the Turk vnto hym 
self, & of hem alle, king ffirabrace, hering thies tidinge^, was k. Ferabras 
gretly abasshed, seyng that in so litel while the worlde was 

S2 chaunged with them / for a-boute the tyme of his takyng, their 
enemyes were in suche discorage that thei durst not wele be seen 
at no scarmyssh / yet neuertheles thies tidinges moche displeased 
him not / for he sawe wele therby som profit might growe to his but sees that 

36 delyueraunce / whiche he desired ouir alle thing ; so toke they work to set 
amonge^ them the best conclusion that they coude, to conduyte this 
matier to the pleasir of his brothir and to the honowr of him self. 

He asks for 

and desired to haue certaine of the kynge of Siziles se?'uaunte5, and Sicilians to 

confer witii 

40 Counselle to speke vfiih him / and v/ith suche as had be sent vnto iiim. 
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him from his brothir / This came to the knowlage of the kynge of 
Sizile, and he assigned those same that he had sent bifore to 
fferaunt, to knowe his aduise and counselle / and whan thei -were 
comen to kinge ffirabrace, he seide vnto them yn this manere / 4 
K. Fevjibras " ifaire lordc*. the cause that I haue sente vnto the kynce to speke 

tells the bici- ^ o r 

lian Kiiights wtt/i somc of his counselle is this / ye knowe wele that y haue ben, 
as me thinkith, right long a prisoner, to my grete annoy / ye se here 
also thies two knightes, that be prisoners aswel as y / hou be it, 
they haue not contynued so long, yet are they gretly annoyed, as it 
she with wele by that y shallc shewe vnto you / they haue remembrid 
for their deliueraunco, and haue ioyned me yn the matier w/tA 
theini / for this that they thinke the Turke wille be sonner con- 
fo2^rniable to any resonable apointement for my wele, than for 
theires, by cause y am his brothir ; and y shal telle you what they 
that his haue aduised me : It is, that y shold make a request to be put to 
Sultan, pro- ffynauucc, and by meane therof the Turke shold be content to take i 

poses to 

raiiaora lum, trewcs for half a yere, or a yere, with the kyng of Sizile & alle his / 

and make a J > J > . ° ' 

Tru^ with wherby the sege shold be reised, and prisoners delyuerd, aswele of 
Sicily. one part as of othir / and by this meane bo the parties shold e ease 

them for that ceason / whiche, as me thinketh, sholde be a special! 20 
wele and comfort vnto this Reaume, that hath so long contynued 
[» leaf 66] yn werre. ^Thia are the mocions that they made vnto me, whiche 
is to me right pleasaunt, if they coude haue the power to bring it to 
the same conclusione with my lord, my Brother / wherof y haue 24 
grete doute, seyng that he lith at the sege bifore his Towne, that 
but late was wonne from hym / Neuirtheles, if it please the kynge 
of Sizile to entende this matier, I wold employ me to the same 
entent / and require alle my frendes to giff the Turke counselle to 28 
the same " / whan the knyghtes of Sizile had herd this mocione of 
The Sicilians kyng ffirabras, they seide vnto hym / " fforsothe, sir, or this tyme 

say the King " '^ " «/ i ti 

we haue herde the kyng, oure souuerayn Lord, say / that his entent 
was neuir to deliuer you tille the warres were ended bitwene the 33 
Turke, your brother and him, wzt/iout ye were rescowed by force / 
will only hou be it, we knowe not whether he wold be content, vpon good 

enlarge him «. i. i # 

for a time, hostagcs, to enlarge you at yowr request, for to fynde some trety of 
peas l3etwene yowr Brother and him, whiche thinge we alle, his com- 36 
pany, [desire]. And if vpon this wele ye wille speke and charge vs, 
therwit/t, we wol make report vnto the kynge therof, and othirwise 
not " / Kynge ffirabrace helde longe vpon his vttir delyueraunce / 
But the knyghte^ of Sizile wold in no wise agree therto, seyng that 40 
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they were, alle be it they were not worthy, of the kynge^? counselle / 
"and if we shoLl gif him avise of youre delyueraunce, and not 
assured of peas, we were not trewe vnto him; wherfore be sure we and then only 

4 wille neuir speke therof as long as we lyue, without the warres be atopt. 
ended / But if that were so, we wold right gladly employ vs to yo?«r 
request / and now wille for yowr enlargyng, vndir suche fowrme as 
we haue seide you / trustyng the sonner to come therby to the weel 

B of peas / ffor we be sure ye wille more largely emi)loy you therto, ye 
heyng in daunger, than if ye were at yowr liberie." IT Aftir alle 
tliies wordes, he trusted to come to his delyueraunce. Natheles, 
kynge ffirabrace was content that they shold speke to the kynge 

2 for his enlargyng. The knyghte;? seide, that vfith right god wille 
they wold so do / And thus departed and came vnto the kynge of Tiie Sicilian 
Sizile, and made their report, as ye haue herde / and founde the pn to their 
kynge enclynable y-nough to entende to thise matiers, seyng the 

6 counselle that he had hadde / and in abregging this matier wzt/iout 
moo wordes, they were concluded that, vpon good hostages, suche as 
the kyng of Sizile was pleased with / that kynge ffirabrace was k. Perabras 
enlarged and departed from the kynge of Sizile / of whom he toke for a time, 

his leue, ^and of the queue and of their fair doughtir / & of alle the v- if.66,bk.] 
ladies & gentilwo?;imen. The kyng made him honowrably to be 
condyte / And so wele sped he him / that in litil while he came to andjfoeato 
the Turke / whiche made him right grete chere / and so did alle the suitan/ 

4 they that were there with him / this iiight was he gretly fested and 
welcomed of his Brotliir, and had moche talkyng to-gedir / for he 
was a worthy knight, a passing wise man in grete matiers. So 
founde ho his Brother alle of othir opinion than he lefte him / 

8 a[7^]d so did he alio them that he spake -with ; wherof he had grete 
mervaile. In litil while knewe he alle the pleasir of his brothir / 
and sawe the maner of tlie sege / whiche thought him right 
straunge. He sawe the fersnesse of them wiihyxi the Towne / and 

2 herd reported the grete damagis that they had done to the Turke 
and to alle his company : the prowesse of Surnome, and Athis his 
felawe, was often rehersed vnto him. Thus many tidynge*' herd 
he / but noon to the hono?«r of his brothir, nor of his partie, wherof 

5 he was right sorowfuti, and thought wele in him self that it was 
nedefult to haue a longe trews / for those ioXkes were discoraged in 

alle pointer. Than put he him-in dilii'ence to this trews / and othir He works 

^ ^ ^ ' for a Truce; 

notable folkes, and laboured it as shortly as they coude, so that the "»d one is 

' *^ .^ .' arranged 

) trews was taken bytwene them for a yere / and whan the surtees ^^^ » y^'^^- 
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were made, swome, and ensealed, the'Turke departed from the 
seege / & made alle prisoners to be yolden agein, aswele of one 
party as of othir, saving kyng ffirabrace, whiclie was but enlaiged. 
And for asmoclie as lEeraunt and his company hadde moo prisoneis i 
than the Turke had / he had in recompense a C. thousand hes- 
aunte« / and eueri besaunt worth a Doket / and, beside that, the 
Turke deliuered agein ij. Townes / and deliuerd to the poue^-e folkes 
of those Townes alle that they had lost / IF Now bat& the Eeaume 8 
Prince Philip of Sizile endured this ij. yere yn grete peyne and mysery / But sith 
chanffedtue the comyug of Sumomc it began alle othirwise to tume. IF Thus 
sicUy. departed the seege from byfore the Towne, to the grete honour of 

the kynge of Sizile, and of them wtt/^yn. thorugh alle the Keaume 13 
This trews was cried & pub[l]issed / wherof Sumome & Athis were 
right sory / for they thought a long terme to be a yere in peas / 
seyng the warres be not ended ; and they purposed not to departe 
p leaf 67] before the ende of the warres. The kynge of ^Sizile, that saw 16 
him thus yn peas for a yere, bithought him what he might do alle 
that ceason / where of a longe wliile afore he had not ben idle so 
Tiie Kinir of gretly / and so he sent for fferaunt, whom he desired moche to se / 
forFerant, for moclie he thought him bounden vnto him / and praied him that 20! 

and Princes tii* > i ■% • t \ t • m i-i.i 

Philip and he wolde brmge vfim nim bothe his seruauntes, for moche desired 

David. ° 

he to se them, for the grete renome they were of ; and so did alk 
they of his court, bothe ladies & gentilwomen, and knyghte^ & 
squyere, & alle othir / Anon as fferaunt had resceyued his letter to 24 
come to the kytig, and aftir that he had depa9*ted right largely 
wit/i the noble of his company / so that they alle were wele content / 

They come, he wente in alle haste to the kynge / to whom it is not to be asked 
if he were welcome / where at his comyng the kyng toko him in 28 

and he Joy- his armes, seynsj / **my frende, ye haue don so moche for me and 

fully wel- ' ^ o ^ ./ » ^ 

comeB them, my u honowr, that y am alle youres " / Than toke he Sumome in his 
armes, and [had] of hym ynly grete ioy / than tfemunt shewed Athis 
vnto him, of whom he had herde so moche worship / & then he in 33 
like wise welcomed him fulle honourably / seyng: **what shal y 
sey vnto you, faire lordes / ye thre be the right arrae and dififence 
of my reaume " / Aftir this, fferaunt & his company went vnto the 
So do the queue, and ladies & gentilwomen, whiche fulle honourably and ioi-36 
the Ladies, fully Welcomed them / And moche was Athis loked on amonge* 
hem / for they had not sene him bifore / and they seide that god 
had gyuen him grete grace / for heryng sey /his worthines was 
meruailous / and his habilite suche fat there was none comparable ^ 
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to him, saf le Sumome, that passed al the worlde. This day passed 
forth in pleasir and in disporte / and euery day after they disported 
them with the ladies and gentilwomen yn alle honowr. The kynges and Princess 

4 doughter, fat was so faire, as ye haue herde hifore / was right glad 
to haue thies gentilmen in hir company, without thinkyng of any 
harme or of any grete loue / hou he it, and hir fortune were to 
marye / pej'auenture she wold a sholde resemble one of them two / 

5 and in especial, Le Surnome. & if she had knowen that he had be Had loiante 
either a kynges sone, or a grete prynce, she wolde haue gyuen hir vl^nw piJuip 

WAS slifi'd 

herte vnto hym a-fore alle othir / But in asmoche as she thought he i^ve given 
was but of smalle reputac^on in regarde to hir estate, she had no iieurt. 

12 suche ymaginacion, but ^only to be accompany ed with them in alle [^ if.67,bk.] 
honorable disportes, and to make them frendly chere more than 
any othir / for the grete renome they were of, and for the good 
seruise they had done to hir fadir / Thus endured they a grete 

16 while in makyng lustes, and turnays, and alle other disported, for Jousts and 
they had no thing ellis to do / And yn eue?y thinge Le Surnome & order of tue 
Athis passed alle othir / Now leuyth the tale a while to speke of 
the kyng of Sizile and of his company / that restith them this 

20 wynter, as ye haue herde, and retowrneth to speke of the Turke, of 

his Brother, and of their company, {.illumination: March of Sultan,Kniffht$,£eJ] 

Accordyng to suche apointement as was taken, the Turke The suitan 
iii»"i iTii« withdraws, 

departed fro the seege and alle his company, & drewe him J*l®"^f » ^ 
in to the gretest towne that he helde at that tyme, that he ^^j""* 
had conquered in Sizile / so wery and trauailed'wit^ the wan-es, 
that almost he might be no weryer, and so were alle his folkes, fro 
the moost to the leest; for, moclie payne and mysery had they 
28 endured at the sege, as wele of famyne as othirwise / and the 
Turke thought wele, that he was escaped with his honour fro the 
worst bargayn that he was atte alle his lyue, by the meanes of his 
Brother / and no man coude sey that this trews that was taken, had 
32 be for his pleasir / or by his cause, but only by the request of his 
Brother and othir of his folkes that had ben prisoners / Aftir that 
he and his folkes were a htil rested / he concluded to leue grete then garri- 

' . sons all his 

garrisones / and his places wele furnysshed, and he and his Brother conquests 
36 to retoMme in-to their Contre / and seide vnto his folkes that he 
lefte ther / " that he wolde not faile at the ende of trews to be 
there agein, so wele accompayned, that he wolde ^neuir departe p leaf 68] 
thens til he had accomplisshed alle his pleasirs." These titynges 

and goes 

40 wele ordeyned / he departed out of Sizile, & .drewe vnto his owne ^ome. 
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Marches / and his brother wit^ him / whan they came ther / it is no 
doute but he was honorably resceyued of alle his siiggettes / for of & 
grete while he had not be vfith hym, he abode there a ceason or he 
wold speke any thyng of suche purposes as he en tended /But kyng 
ffirabrace foryate not the couenaunt he had made at his enlargyng, 
for he had sworne vpone his lawe / that he sholde ayen alle cristen. 
p?*isoners that were in any Londe of his brothers or his / And in. 
There, Prince the Same towne that his Brother and he lay, was yong Humfray 8 

Humphrey of . , ./ > j o ^ 

Kngiandhes prisoner, the kynj?e of Endond^^ sone / hou be it, noman knowe 

in prison. *i j o / 

what he was; & of that yonge prisoner was kynge ffirabrace 
enfowrmed / and than wente he vnto the Turke, and tolde him of 
his promes that he had made at his departir out of Sizile / And 12 
the Turke asked if any prisoners were in that Towne / and he seide 
" yea " / for there had ben a vesselle takyn with xiiij. persones yn 
it / wherof they had reserued but ij., and that one of 'them dyde, 
and that othir is yet alyue, a yonge man so megre & seke, that, as 16 
The Sultan men thoucfht, he might lyue no while / Than the Turke sent for 

sends for- . o J & J / 

I'imj him; & whan he sawe him, he asked him of whens he was / this 

yonge Humfray, fat was so ouir come as he that neuir bi-fore had 
ben acostomed yn suche mysery & pouert / answerd with vfith low 20 
vols & feble, " Iforsothe, sir, y am cristen, borne of the reaume of 
Englond / and my name is Ector / By fortune y arryued here / grete 
almes it had ben for them that toke me to haue put me to deth / 
but sith it pleaseth god that y endure this longe payne, y am con- 24 
and as he's teute." The turko, that sawe him megre, & alle out of likyng, was 
no thing sory therof. And notwttTistondyng / that by his owne 
counselle and his agrement / his brother had made thus p?*omys, yet 
thought he alwey in his mynde, that asmoche as he might, his 28 
brother shold neuir fynde prisoner / but that he wolde jjut them to 
dethe or they came yn his brotliirs handes ; for if he coude knowen 
of any prisoner bi-fore his brothir / he wolde haue made him 
secretly be put to dethe / But for the symplesse & pouert of his 32 
[1 if.68,bk.] persone, he gruggid the lesse his deliue?'auwce, & toke him vnto ^his 
gives him up brother / that f ul grete pite had of this yong man / & sent him 
bra8,"wi»o vnto his loggyug / & made him to be eased & serued of that was 

nedefuUe to hym, made him to be bayned and newe clothid of alle 36 
soon gets him that longed vnto him / and wyt??,yn little while, by the comfort 
condition, and helpc of kynge ffirabrace, he amended / and came ayen to his 
grete bewte / so that eueri man had ioy to beholdo him / kinge 
ffirabrace thought, assone as he was hole, and that he might ride, 40 
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that he wolde sende him yn-to the handes of cristen men / And 
many tymes he wold biholde him / & thinke yn his mynde that they 
were passing wele f etured / and goodly f olke^ of Englonde, ffraunce, and admires 

4 & Scotland, for by they were of his marches, he remembred of Sur- 
nome & Athis, that he had sene at his departir out of Sizile / and 
thoaght that Ector was moche of the same age / and if Sumome had 
him, he supposed he wolde be right lothe to lete him oute of his com- 

8 pany / And than wolde he thinke / if he had the hardinesse of one 
of them / a shold not faile to do grete hurte vnto their party, if he 
lyiied long. Than was he somtyme yn wille not to sende him ; and 
than wold he thinke ayen / that he had sworn his feithe, whiche 
12 he wold not breke, to dy for it / In this ferme wiUe contynued he, 
and on a day wente to se the Turke, his brother, and brought with one day 

whiche aftirward he repented / for vnnethe might he ^^^^^ vnxica 

*■ ' ^ Humpln*ev to 

bryng hym ayein / as ye shal here / The Turke bihelde this yong »«« \^^^ suituu 
16 man that was with his brothir, & thought wele he was a straunger / 
for he knewe hym not / he was so gretly chaunged & amendid sith 
he sawe him / and wele he thought he semed ful like to come to 
grete honoi^r / wherfore he axed his brother what he was ; and he 
20 tolde him it was the cristen man that was delyuerd vnto him the 

last day / " fforsothe," seide the Turke, " I knewe him not, he is so And as he 

,. ' T 1 / 1 looks so well, 

meruailously amendid / my hert yeueth me, if he be deliuerd, that 
he shold do vs grete damage / wherfor, my brother, ther nedith 
24 neuir none knowe of this matier / and y pray you, for the wele of the suitan 

11-1 proposes to 

VS and of oure lawe, to be agreable that he may be some night naye him 
secretly drowned / for ye knowe wele that by the comyng of one arownd. 
straunger yn-to Sizile, were ye taken / and almoost to the destruc- 

28 cion of vs alle / wherfore y holde youre conscience more hurte, 

^what othe so euir ye haue made, if ye deliuere him, than to do as \} leaf 69] 
.1. sey / for the grete losse of oure io\kes that may come by hym / 
wherfore y pray you, brother, to be agreable to my desire / and y 

^2 wol take the synne on me / And as for shame, ye may noon haue / 
for neuir noon shalle knowe it " / whan fl&rabrace herde his brother 
sey thus / and sawe the deth of Ector his prisoner redy, if he 
socoured him not / he was so wroth and sory / that of a grete while tws aneers 

^6 he coude not answere, for right moche loued he Ector ; and also in 
his lawe he was right trewe and a noble knyght, whiche shalle 
shewe by hym yn alle his werkes. The Turke, fat sawe hym in 
grete thought / and that he answerd not / asked hym ageyn / 

^0 " how say ye hereto, faire brother " / « fforsothe," seide fifirabrace. 
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" I haue fere to sey any thyng that shold displese you / and ther- 
fore was y so longe stille / but, sir, ye are mighti, and a roiallg 
kynge, yn whom aught to be founde more trouthe than yn a meane 
persone. And y sey for me, I am not so mighti a kynge as ye 4 
and he says be / albeit v am your brothir and a kyng / I haue promysed my 

thathehas ^ ,' ^ ^ •', , •'*=*' . / , -i. , /, 

sworn to free feith, suche as ye knowe by youre owne agrement / and if y shold 
prisoners, be forswome for one only man / forsothe, my lord, it shold be noon 
hono7ir to you nor me / And where as ye say, it shold neuir be 8 
knowen / trewly y shold be as sorowfulle to knowe my self vntrewe 
as alle the worlde knewe it. what wold men sey if it were knowen 
that y shold put this cristen man to dethe / that was delyuered yn- 
to my kepyng for his surete 1 they wolle likken me to a Bocher that 12 
gressith beestes / and than putteth them to dethe / wherf ore, y 
biseche you, my lorde, take no displeasir though y consente not 
If the Sultan herto / for if it so befelle that ye wolde put him to dethe, as ye 
phrey, may wele y-nough, if it please you, I make promesse to alle the 16 

goodes that we bileue on / that y shal neuer af tir abide yn yowr 
K.Ferabras seruice, but rather go yelde me prisoner agein, and holde my feith, 

will at once o «/ x v^/ •/ 

give iiimseif and peraueuturo do som things that shalle displease you / what en- 

christians. sample shallfi oure folkes take at oure dedes if, for so litQ a thynge, 20 
we shalle breke oure feith and oure promesses " / The Turke, heryng 
his brother thus spekyng, saide vnto him thus / " he neuir made no 
suche promys, but only for his wele / and as for any promys, but 
only for his wele / he might breke it whan he wolde / for he was 24 
not swome therto / and if it were to do agein, he wold neuir do so 

[1 If. 69, bk.] moche for him / And said he wold ^sende to alle his officers thorugh 
his reaume / that if they had any cristen men in their bander, that 
they shold put them to dethe / and seide that he was not bounde to 28 
be sugget vnto his brother " / And whan kyng ffirabrace sawe the 
Turke wrothe / he answerd right humbly / seyng, "my lord, y 
neuir made promes but by yowr auctorite. And by this meane, 
saving yowr correccton, be ye bounde as welle as L ITeuirtheles, ye 32 
may do it as it pleasith you ; I am not bounde to noon ympossi- 

He will keep bilite / but y say for me, y shall trewly kepe alle that y haue 

his promise, _ _ , . ••! i #» i» * mi ■»-« 

so far as he promysed as longe as it is possible for me / The pouere Ector was 
yn the chambre alle this while, & thought fuUe litle where aboute 36 
they were / for he wende f uUe wele to be assured of his departyng / 
Sone aftir kynge ffirabrace toke leue of his brother, right sorowfidl 
& wrothe, & thought in his mynde to kepe his prisoner as surely as 
he might, for he drede moche his brother / and so he had cause, for 40 



can. 
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assone as he was depa?*ted / he ordeyned folkes to sle yonge Ector, The saltan 
if they might fynde him at any tyme from his brother, he was so ofhisfoikto 

kill PfincA 

angry with the wordes that his brother had seide vnto him, that he Humphrey. 
4 thought to be avenged on Ector. On the tothir party kynge ffira- 
bras knewe his brother riglit cruelly / wherfore he had grete drede 
of his prisoner, and ordeyned that he shold haue a chambre withyn 
liis owne lofjgynR / and a xvi, or xx** men to awaite aboute him / k. Ferabrw 

°^'^ o / / gg^a 20 men 

8 whiche he charged, on their lyues, to awaite wele aboute him / to aafeguard 

° ' . "^ ' ' Prince Hum- 

and to diffende him to their powers from alle daungers / and they p'"*/, 
obeid his commaimdement witTiout departyng fro hym at any 
tyme / Thise folkes that the Turke had youen yn commaundement 
t2 to slee Ector, put them in alle the deuoir they coude therto; but 
they coude neuir fynde the meanes to haue him / kynge ffirabras 
thinkyng alwey on the tiranny of his brother, concluded in him self 
to sende a-wey his prisoner be night / and to make him surely to 
L6 be conduyte in-to some cristen lande / and for cause his goyng shold 
not be espied, he made tho men that he had apointed aboute Ector, 
to kepe stille his chambre ij. or iij. daies after he was gon, like as 
he had be stille there / Then tolde he vnto Ector alle thentent of his 
20 brothir / and how he was displeased with hym bicause he wold not 
breke his promes / and therfore wold he sende him nowe thens / 
and delyuer hym to officers ^of armes, to whom he had grete trust / [» leaf 70] 
& ordeyned them to ride aH the night / and to kepe the wodes on who is to 
!9i the dayes / than delyuered he hym to his guydes, & charged them night, 
r on their lyues to brynge Ector to saufte. Than he made Ector to 
t promyse hym that he shold yelde him prisoner to one that hight and give 
Sumome, that was semaunt with the SenesshaH of Sizile / Ector to PHnce 

«t^ . ' PhiUp. 

38 toke leue of the kynge his maister / and offerd hym ali the seruice 
that he might do / so it were no preiudice vnto his feith / And 
whan it was night, he departed / and they that shold conduyte Humphrey 
him / so secretly, that they were espied of no body. II Nowe 

S2 retottmeth the tale vnto the Turke, that ali-wey contynuede stille in 
his grete cruelte / He called them that he had co7?zmaundid to slee 
Ector, and asked them / " howe is it that ye haue not done as y 
haue coTTimaunded you" / and they seide, "that J?ei might not" / 

S6 for eueri day was he with kynge ffirabras / & on nightes had he 
XX*' men waityng on him / when the Turke herd this, he was gretly 
displeased / In so moche that in a fury he commaundid that iij. or 
iiij. score of his folkes shold breke vp the dore where as Ector was / 

10 and to slee him / and let for no man / this was apointed to be done 

THREE kings' SONS. . I 
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on the morow / Here-bifore ye haue herd howe kynge ffirabras 

made to kepe Ectot^rs chamber, like as he had ben there, to thentent 

that he might be a good wey of / or his brother knewe of his 

departing / ffor he knewe wele, and his brother might gete him / ^■ 

ther shold be founde yn him non othir mercy but deth. Thus 

was Ector departed ij. daies bifore the Turke had made his entir- 

2 days after, pn'se vpou him / So the seconde day at night, they came vnto 

men break the chamber, where as they wende to finde Ector / purposyn^ 

Perabras'a verily to hauc slayue hym, not lettyng for noman. Thus brake 

they vp the dore alle sodeynly vpone them that kepte the chambre / 

and it was in kyng ffirabraces owne logging / wherof the crie & the 

noise was suche, that kynge fiOlrabras himself cam thider, and many^ 

of his folke^ with him / And whan they sawe the kinge come, they 

\Vithdrewe them alle, sauf x. or xij. pe^'sones that bode stille ran- 

sakyng the chambre, whiche kynge ffirabras made to be hewen. 

bifore him. Thise tidinge^ came to the Turke ; and it was tolde ^ 

[1 if.7o,bk.] him alle the manor how they ^came in-to the Chambre / where as 

but find they founde not Ector, and howe the noise & the crie was suche. 

Prince Ham- ,,,, . ,., ,, "ki-kii 

phrey gone, that his brother came thider, and slowe x. or xij. of his folkes / The 

Turke, herynge this tale, was right sorowfaH and wroth / and sent 2C 
for his pryuee counsel! / and tolde them ati the matier, without 
hiding of any-thyng / bothe of the wordes that were bitwixt his 
brother and him / and how, for displeasir therof , he wold haue put 
Ector to the dethe / and in what wise / and how his brother was 24 
displeased / and had put x. or xij. of his folke* to dethe / whi(^ 
was to his grete shame and displeasir / whiche he wold not leue so / 
wherfore he asked their best counsel! and advise / ffor if he shold 
folowe his owne witi / he wolde do his brother a grettir annoy and 28 
displeasir than he had done him yet. They of whom he asked 
counsel! were wise, & perceyued wele by his owne tale that the 
The Saltan's defaute was yn hym / wherfore they seide thus vnto him, " Sir, 
oil reproach saviug youre displeasir, ye haue ben wtt/f my lorde youre brother 33 
to ouir hasty ; for, as vs thinkith, tho wordes that he had vnto you 
meued hym of fre and noble corage; and ye haue done him a 
vilany / sith, in his owne loggyng ye wolde make to slee his folke« ; 
for hia be- for the prisoner was his. And to make folke^ come yn be night 36 
K. Perabraa. -^ith force of armes in-to the loggyng of so noble a kynge as he is / 
it semeth vs a grete offence / seyng he hath done so moche for you / 
we thinke he wil! take this in grete displeasir / And we drede 
moche, yf this matier be not the sonner appesed, grete inconvenience 40 
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may growe therof / The kynge yot^r brother is a Lorde of suche 
corage as ye knowen weel / and for you, and yn yot^r werres, he The Privy 
hath aventured body and goodes, and standith at this day yet remihnd the 

Ir prisoner / his men and his sogette^ haue done you goode seruice / k. Ferabms's 
wherby many of them haue lost their lyues / and this is a smalle re- vices, 
warde that ye yelde him / wherfore we meruaile nought though he 
be displeased / considering like as he seide vn-to you suche promesse 

^ as he made / to deliuere all the cristen prisoners that were in any 
partie of youre Eeaume / ]x)the by yowr owne pleasir & agrement / 
wherfore it were litle mp^Tiaile if, for the despite that ye haue done 
lum / he meued werre ageinst you / So moche as he hath done for 

i you a-fore this " / " By my trouthe," seide the Turke, " if ^y coude [i leaf 71] 
thinke he wolde do so / I sholde sone deliuere the worlde of 
Lim" / Than his counselt answerd him, "Eemembre, sir, what 
sholde falle ther-of if ye put hym to dethe / ffor he hath fair childre, 

6 whiche shuU not be so nigh of blode vnto you as he is / nor in 
affection / whiche wolde rekke lesse to meue werre to yow-ward 
Uian he wolde / also he is kynge of a noble & a mighti Eeaume / 
and wel beloued theryn / and of the moost worthy folkes that ye be 

20 serued of this day, be his sogette^ / and they loue him asmoche as 
is possible for any sogette^ to loue their Lorde / Thinke ye than to 
be wit/iout werre, by sleyng of hym % nay, nay / ye may be sure / They warn 
and that were shold stike nerre you than the werres of Sizile / And kiSng Fera- 

24 more to yowr shame & reproef." The Turke, hering thies wordes, 
knewe wele that thise folkes seide hym trouthe / and than seide ho 
vnto them, "it behoueth to knowe howe my brother takith this 
thing to hert / I trowe he wolde be wele pleased if ye went to hym / The suitan 

28 and if ye thinke it be to, y am content / and that ye say vnto him, council to 
that y knowe nothinge of alle this / and if any haue offendid hym, it 
shal be wele amendid / And if he seme not myn amende* y-nough / 
if he require me of lustice / y shal do it hiija. And ye may sey 

32 hym, that y am right sory of this auenture / and if y had knowen apologize to 
it a-fore, y wold for no thinge haue ben agreable ther-to / how be it ft>' wm. 
y was not pleased of the deliucraunce of the cristen man, ffor the 
experience that y haue sene in two only men to oure grete damage / 

B6 I pray you do so moche if ye may, that this thinge be wele appeased / 

ffor if it be ferre spoken of / there may growe litle honot«r therby 

to either of vs bothe." They were glad whan they herde their 

maister thus speke / for the matier was to hym right shamefult / 

IrO ^d they, as good seruaunte*, to appease it, toke the charge on them 
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vfith right good wille, and departed from the Turke, and went to 
the kynge his brothir / whom they founde ati redy to ride / and 
whan they came, they spake with hym at good leiser, and tolde hym 
in substauwce alle the wordes as ye haue herde before / And than 4 
kynge ffirabrace made alle his compleynte vnto them ful pitously / 
and seide, "my frende^, y cannot bileue that noon of you were 
consentyng or agreable to do me so grete a wronge, ^ffor y haue 
se7'ued my Lord my brother, with my body, my goode^, and alle my 8 
power, as longe as y might, so that y am now prisoner, and in way 
of destruccion / And thus, in his Towne, and of his folke^, there 
hath be done to me so grete Iniurye, that I am alt abasshed to se 
his men come yn wtt^ force of armes, to breke vp the dore on my 12 
prisoner, to haue murthred hym, as they saide, & haue hurts & 
wounded my folkes ; and y haue none othir socot^r but to saue my 
self, f ulle long shold it be, or a straunger might be sure wttA hym / 
whan y, that am his semaunt & his brother, am yn drede of my lif, 16 
& neuir did thinge that of right shold displease him / wherfore it is 
bettir for me to withdrawe me in-to my contre, and assay among«f 
my sogettes to gedre my fynaunce, whiche y trust wilt not leue me 
yn this daunger / than to abide in this Towne, and be alwey in 20 
thise vnkyndely daungers ; wherfore, my frendes, y wilt departe / 
and Reco7nmaunde me to my Lord & my brother, and sey hym that 
y compleyne me of hym to hym self / and yet alwey y shal con- 
tynue his trewe semaunt and brother" / Thise worde« sent he, wit/<-34 
out longer taryng wtt/< the messangers, and toke his hors, and went 
his way yn-to his owne Reaume, where as he was resceyued wtU 
grete ioie / and was assured of his person e / for there was he mightly 
loggid / so that he had no drede of his brother / The Turkes mes- 28 
sangers came vnto him agein / and told hym alle howe they had 
done, and what his brother had seide / and how he was departed, 
whan the Turke lieide thise tidynges, he was yn wille to sende a 
company aftir his brothir, to brynge hym ageyn, wold he or not / 33 
But aftir many aduisementes of his folkes, he lefte that opinion, yn 
trust that by some bettir meane / and \jiih more hono?^r, they sholde 
accorde. 
"l^'T'Ow most we speke a litle of Ector, that all the nyght rideth/36 

% and on dayes tyme kepith him close yn wooden, til he were 
1 ^ surely conduyte in-to the Reaume of Sizile / to suche place 
as fey had in charge that guyded hym. And there they departed 
fro hym, & taught hym the way / and the Townes that he sholde 40 
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passe by til he came vnto the kynge. Than toke he leue of them, 
and thanked them right humbly / ofifryng them seniice & frendship 
for the peyne they had with hym, ful humbly reco?/imendyng 
4 hym vnto kynge ffirabrace, as to ^hym that he was moost bounde V- leuf 72] 
to / of al erthly men. Thus departed he from them / and passed Prince Hum- 
thorugh the Reaume of Sizile ; and in his iowmay he mette with turo'^siciiy. 
some of the kynge« folke«, to whom he tolde part of his charge / 
8 and accompayned with them til he came thider as the kynge was. 
And yn his iw^may, he fil yn remembrauwce of the grete goodnesse 
of oure Lord, remembryng the grete ynfirmitees that god delyuered 
hym of / bothe out of prison & from the malice of the Turke / 

12 whiche he knewe weel, was by no meane that he coude make, but 
only by the grete bounte of oure Lorde, wherin he thought him ful 
vnable to do seruice vnto god / aftir the grete grace / that he had 
youen him / And than made he avowe and promysse to god / that He vows to 

16 if he lyued so longe, he shold abide in his seruice yn the Eeaume tuutisfree, 
of Sizile til god had releued it / or ellis it were vttirly lost / and yn 
the meane season, neuir to discouer what he was, to no creature, 
and thus determyned he yn hym self, fro that day forth to take in 

20 pacience what peyne or poue^'te that god wold sende hym yn his 
8e?*uice / whan he had taken this fenne purpose, he came thider as 
the kynge lay / and asked first of alle / aftir the Senesshalls loggyng, 
whiche was sone tolde him ; ffor, nexte the kynge, there was no 

24 man in all the Eeaume kepte so grete an house as he did / nor was 

so moche renomed / And whan he came to hym / he fonde hym at He goes to 
Dyner, & Surnome & Athis seruync him, for he coude neuir make Prince* 

•^ ' J o » PhiUp, and 

hem do othirwise / but to be more diligewt yn his seruice than any Prince David. 

28 othir man / that longed vnto hym / Ector is thus entred in-to the 
halle, and salowed fferaunt and alle his company / and aftir, he asked 
whiche was he that men called Le Surnome. fferaunt behelde him, 
and sawe him yonge, faire, and wele proporctoned yn euery feture / 

32 and ali smylyng, saide vnto hym / " my frende, biholde, this same 
is he / ye may sey to him what it pleasith you / And if ye will 
speke with hym a-part, ye may " / " In good faith, sir,** said Ector, 
** nay / y had leuer speke with him yn p7'esence of moo folk^s / for 

36 that his loos & renomee sholde be knowen / and y wold y were of 
suche worthynesse that he might be enhaunsed by me ; hou be it, 
he hath little nede therof, for it is spred thorughout aUe the world." 
and than saide he to Surnome, " kynge ffirabrace, youre prisoner, 

40 that holditb hymself weel ewred ^sith his fortune is to be prisoner / V if. 72, bk.] 
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to be taken of so noble and good handed as of youres, and accoidyng 

to promesse, that of pite, & by trety, ye made hym to make / he 

Prince recommaundith hym to you, and sendith me to yon, to do wtt^ me 

Hamplirey */ *i 

what it pleasith you, & hath deliuerd me out of that prison / wher- 4 
yn y was brought by fortune and tempest of the see / and he sendith 
you worde for trouthe, that yet hath he founde no moo cristen 
prisoners / And whom-som-euir it bifalle, wele I thanke god it is 
bifallen me wele nowe / and aftir, y thanke you, whom god hath 8 
youen the grace to helpe me out of this daunger / wherfore, yn 
yields him- accomplisshyng my feith & promys, y yeldo me to you" / than 
i*i»u»p, knoled he downe bifoi-e him, and wold haue kissed his feet / Le 
Sumome, alle abasshed of the honowr he did hym, toke hym vp by 12 
the hande / and saide / " my frende, y thanke God that ye be 
delyuerd / for me thinketh it had ben grete pite if ye had ben 
thus lost. And for Rawnsome, y shalt put you to choise, whetliir 
ye wilt be felawe to Athis & me, or maistre of oure chambre / and 16 
take which it pleasith you." " fForsothe," saide Ector, " I am no 
man of suche honot«r to be felawe wtt^ neither of you / But and it 
and asks to pleased you to take me as yout seruaunt, I wolt desire no grettir 

■enre him. * •* •/ aa 

honour / and I thinke me wele fortuned so for to be " / fferaunt, 20 
that sawe this yonge man stande witA Sumome and Athis, thought 
hym-self right moche bounden to god ; for eueri day befille hym 
good aventures / for he hadde grete trust in Ectowrs worthynesse, 
and was right glad that he logged w/tA Sumome and Athis ; and 24 
toke hym in reputac/on as felawe to theim. Thise tidynges came 
to the kynge and to the quene / and to their faire doughtir as they 
sate at dyner / and eueri man saide, that he was wele fortuned that 
was sent in-to the company of Sumome. Than was tolde the 28 
maner of his comyng, and howe grete ioie fferaunt had therof. 
"fforsothe," saide the kynge / "he is happy / & hath cause to he 
ioifult, for his renomee is multiplied & doubled vriih straungers 
that come to his seruice, whiche, had not ben for his displeasir, 1 32 
had receyued hem long sith of my houshold / hou be it, I haue ben 
serued w/tA them in his company, as wele or bettir than if they had 
Prince Hum- ben abidyng with me " / As they were yn thise wordes, came yn the 
taken to the Seneshall and Ector with hym, whiche he brought vnto the kynge, 36 
King and *^^ ^® salowcd hym right ^ humbly / and the quene & hir doughtir / 
sicffy, and -^-ud than the kynge enquered hym first of the maner of his person, 
idaute." ^^^ ^f^ir ^is deliuerance, and of the tidynges of beyonde the see / 
and in euery thinge he answerd so wele & so wisely, that the kynge 40 
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and aUe folke^ had grete ioie to here hym / Aftir dyner was he 
"brought vnto the ladies, whiche had grete ioie to beholde him / and 
so had fferaunt, 'whiche saide, ho was a man replenysshed of alt 
l)eaute yn visage and body / and in wordes and maner fully assured, 
*^ and I trust fully yet to se him do as moche in dedes of armes as 
«llo thise " / " fforsothe," saide the folkes to fferaunt, " we leue it 
"wele; and ye be moche bounden to god, for he hath gyuen you 
fortune to haue noble seruaunte*." Thus contynued Ector wttA PHnoe Hnm- 
f eraunt and his ij. f elawes, abiding the ceason of the Turke* comyng, with Ferant 
'whiche they thought right longe. The kynge made them alle iij. to PhiUp and 
T)e reteyned with his doughter / hou be it, their moost abidyng was 
'yiiih fferaunt / But yet, to put them to the more honour, whan they 
'were there as she was, they did hir dayly seruice / And eueriche did 
liis seruice so proprely / that it shewed wele they had be norisshed 
"vp therin. And amonge^ them iij. was suche frendship / that eche 
of them desired to honour his felaw more than himself. Now leueth 
to speke of the kynge of Sizile and of his company, and retot^meth 
to the Turke, that was in his contre / as ye haue herde. 

f tir the departyng of kynge ffirabras, his Brothir, many of After King 
his sogette« beganne to grucche ageinst him for the wrong departure, 
that he had done vnto his brothir ; and moche peyne had 
lie to appease it / And fro that day forth, neuir encreased he / ffor the suitan 

. - . never proa- 

f^rabas, that sawe him self in daunger of prison, wold neuir after do pers. 

- his brother seruice yn the warres, he nor noon of his sogettes. And 
if he had not be prisoner / many folke« luged he wolde haue made 
warre ageinst his Brother him-self, for the grete vnkyndenesse he 
hadde shewed him / Neuirtheles it was for that tyme appesed. The 

^ Turke made, all this ceason, ordinaunce for his goyng yn-to Sizile / Buthepre- 
and assembled alle his men / seyns vnto them, " my frendes, ye tresh inva- 

, , , ' . , , -r^ •'^aion of Sicily. 

knowe wele howe y haue enterprised to coTiquere the Keaume of 

Sizile, and howe y haue at this day in my ^hande, fult nigh half \} if.7s,bk.] 

2 the Eeaume / and if y shold nowe leue of / it were to me grete 
shame / wherfore y aske nowe counsel! therin / for y am affermed 
to go thidre / But y aske aide and comfort of my sogette^ and of 
my frendes / whiche is the cause y nowe haue assembled you " / 

5 Than toke they counsel! amonges them ; and, in conclusion, euery 
man ayded the Turke aftir his power / more than euir they had 
done bifore / so that he coude them right grete thanke / Than 
mustred he his folkes, & fonde his nombre grettir than euir it was. 

) Thus emploied he the tyme of the trews in purveaunce, that he was 
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concluded, aftir the feste of seynt lohnc, to entre in-to the Eeatiine 
of Sizile / to make grettir warre than euir he had done bifore / This 
was his arraes & his departyng concluded / & euery man apointed 
The Saltan what he shold do / and him self det^rmyned to lay seege hifore the 4 

resolves to 

^'«8r« Towne of Naples, where as the kynge was, the queue & hir doughtir / 
Kin%f** *^^^ *^® moost of alle the noble toikes of the Reaume / seyng verrilj, 
Sicily i». ^jj^t if he had ones conquered that Towne, he sholde haue little 

besynesse to wynne the remenaunt of the Reaume / Thus thought 8 
they that they had little to do, but with that Towno allone. They 
ordeyned also an othir grete company, beside them that shold ly at 
the seege, to conduyte their vitaile & ordenaunce, without distourb- 
yng or troublyng of them that shold abide at the seege / Than were 1 2 
the Capteynes ordeyned that shold haue the charge of euery thinge / 
And when alle was wele puruayde / The Turke abode stille in peas 
til the tyme came that he sholde go in-to Sizile. 
Pf.^i"^^ ?! "l^TOw seith the tale, that the kynge of Sizile, that was fulle wise, 1^ 

Sicily is told '^ J J o > > 



ton's* **"*' - m ^^^^® *^^^ diligence to knowe & enquere the purueaunce of 
ations. J^ ^ j^jg eucmyes / & spent grete good to the same entent / and 

did so moche, that he had waged folke* of the Turkea owne / and 
knewe by them, alle suche apointement as the Turke had taken / and 20 
here-vpon he assembled his counsel! / and tolde hem how he was 
asserteyned, and praied them eueri man to take aduise there-vpon, 
for it was tyme / the newe ceason approched so nigh, wherfore it was 
[» leaf 74] expedient to take good aduise & short, here-vpon / and many mocions 24 

were made vpon the maner of his conduyte, but no ferme purpose 
He orjfaniies was takvn / Tliis tvme ranne ouir alle of the grete ffense that the 

his own de- "^ ' "^ " 

fence, kynge of Sizile made in his Reaume to thencoimtre of the Turke, 

and howe that the trews shold breke vp at the feste of seynt lohne / 28 
and than the Turke shold come agein in-to the Reaume of Sizile 
wit/i grete power / but for alle that, there was no kynge nor othir 
prince that any thinge disposid hym to the helpe or socours therof / 
Thus on a day the kynge of Sizile, to whom the matier touched 33 
moost, whiche daily and hourely had it yn remembraunce, called 

by advice of some of his moost secrete counselle / & newly toke avice of this 

bis Council* , . . 

matier / and there- vpon euery thinge in writyng, yn suche wise as 
ye shal here / ffirst it was apointed to write and sende newe mes- 36 
sangers to alle cristen Reauines / wherin he had no grete trust of 
socowr, for many tymes had he done so before / natheles, in asmoche 
as the matier was newer than it had ben othir tymes / for it was 
aftir a longe trews that the werre shold begynue agein /And also 40 
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that they shold not tliinke in hym that he was so presumptuous / 
that for the wele of the cristen feith he deyned not to requyre no 
body / ffoc tliise causes, coTicluded be to sende to alle Reaumes / hou The King of 

A be it, he had no hope but only yn god, and yn his owne power / to other 
wherfore he purueide him as weel as be coude, vfiih the heipe of his help.. 
owne folke*, to abide suche fortune as god wolde sende him / And 
hou-be-it that he had tidinges that the seege sholde be leide bifore 

6 what place that he were yn / yit lette not he to purvey and ordeyne 
his othir place* / and to sette good and sure Capitaynes in eche of 
theim, and concluded fro that day forthe to fortifie alle his plac«5 / 
& to purvey for alle thinge that was nedefuUe to the kepyng of them, 
jt % for as long tyme as his power might stretche vnto. Aftir, ordeyned 
he for the place that he wold abide yn him-self, the Quene and his 
doughtir, and suche folke* as he wolde haue wtt/i him / Than He bids 
apointed he fferaunt & his company to abide with him / Aftir this, his men stay 

* •*" *^ . ' in Nsiplet*. 

. ^ ordeyned he, that if the seege were bifore him, a general Captayne He appoints 
that shold be his lieutenaunt at lar^ije in his Eeaunie, whiche sholde General in 

•^ ' the country 

haue ^ power to assemble alle the garisons, what tyme it pleasid hym, [» if. 74, bk.i 
for to distourbe & trouble his enemyes / & the seide lieutenaunt theToops 

19 shold haue a certayne nombre of folkes that sholde haue none othir * *"* *" 
charge but to accompany hym / and to go with him to suche place 
as nede sholde be, for to recomforte them, as wele by power of ioWes 
as othir wise / if by dethe, or fortune of werre, the garrisons were 

^- amynysshed / Aftir, he ordeyned that alle men shold drawe theim to orders aii 
the good Townes, w^tA alle their goodes and catelle, for to sustene garrison 

vOWIiS* 

the garrisons / and also to thentent that their enemyes shold fynde 
scarste of vitaile to comfort and releue theim w^'t^. Thise thinges be 

II9 put yn writyng. than he assembled his Captaynes and his Counselle, 
as many as he might / and in their presence made it to be redde / 
4Beyiig vnto them, that this was but a maner of a mocion, praing 
them to take good aduise theron / and euery man to sey his opinion. 

S % It was thought by them alle / that they coude take no bettir The Sicilian 
aduise than the kyng had shewed theim / trustyng, if good were agree. 
• their good Lord, the Turke shold haue wers welcomyng than he 
tad laste / thinkyng that, if he had not bettir yere amonges them 

® than he had laste, he shulde be right wele content to take a lenger 
trews / and neuir to come again / Thise thinges thus accorded & 
diligently done / messangers were sent to alle Keaumes / the Capi- 
taynes named & proclamed thorughout alle the Reaume / that euery 

^ man shold take his good and his catelt, & draw him in-to goode 
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Townes / for the sauacton of them and their goodes / Thus euery 

maQ entendid to his charge, and did so diligently, that yn litil 

Ferant makes while alle tliinge was done as the kynge had ordcyned. fferaunt 

NaoldB safe •_• 

had the charge to fortifie & furnysshe the Townes that the kyng 4 
shold he ynne / and he did it so diligently and so wele / that it was 
impossible, if god were their good lorde, for any men to wynne it 
for many yeres / ffor ye may wele thinke / there that the kynge, 
the quene, and hir doughtir were / there lakked nouther vitaile nor 8 
ordenaunce / Thise thingc« thus purveid as ye haue herde / alk the 
Reaume was wele recomforted, to abide suche aventure as god wold 
eende hem / The tyme drewe fast on, that the trews shold bieke / 
and euery Capitayne drewe him to his garison, with suche company 12 
CMeaf76] as was assigned hym / and kepte ^ suche rewle and ordenaunce, 
tori^JoMaU aswele of spense of vitaile as of othir thinge^, as if the seege had be 
muuiUond. ^^^^^ before them / for they knewe wele it wold be long or they 
ooude gete any more vitaile. And on the tothir partie, the Turke 16 
assembled his folke» to go in-to Sizile wtt^ grettir nombre than euir 
he had bifore ; he made to charge grete shippes wit^ vitaile & orden- 
aunce, so that hym thought no thinge sholde faile him / He made 
them to be brought in-to suche place* in Sizile as helde of hym / 20 
and ordeyned his folkes to conduyte hem fro thens alway to the 
seege, as nede shold require, like as ye haue herde bifore / his 
The Turkish ordeuauncc was so grete, that it was meruaile to se it / He and alle 
at capietrent, his folke* landed at the port of Capletrent / and whan he had ben 24 

and marches 

to Naples, there a while, he toke his iowmay toward Naples, to lay seege there; 
for there was the kyng alle at his ease, redy purueid ageinst his 
comyng / whan the kynge vndirstode thise tidingcs, he was allc 
recomforted, trustyng verrily in the helpe of god, and thought right 28 
longe aftir the Turkey comyng / But of alle othir, Ector was moost 
ioifult of their comyng / ffor, dales of his lif , he had neuir sene bataile 
nor none assemble in armes / and alle his desire was to folowe Sor- 
nome & Athis, to se the worthines that he had herde speke of theim, 33 
and to take ensample at theim ; for wele he wist that there was noon 

The s French, SO mochc rcuomcd in the Reaume as they / And thise iii. loued to- 

Scotch, and ' "^ 

Engiisii gedir as they had be bretheren / ffor neuir had they but one loggyng, 
like brothers, one purs, and one wille / and neuir was there amonges them angry 3» 
word / Surnome & Athis had grete desire to wite how Ector sholde 
demcne him in the werres, for that he was so perfite in alle othir 
things*; and he purveide, so that he was right wele horsed and 
armed / and eche of them iij. promysed |eith & trouthe td othir / 40 
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and l)icaino brethem in armes / ye may wele thinke that the ladies 
and gentilwomen, whan they sawe hem in this case / were not wele 
assured when they herd the belle of the wacche, for the comyng of 
I' the Turke : they wepte ful sorowfuUy / and euery man recomforted 
ihem / and brought them to suche places where they might se the The Sicilian 
payssaunce come / and if the grete drede that they had of the werre 
had not be / it had ben a good sight to see / ffor the Eyre and the the fine ap- 

Droach or 

} erthe ressplendisshed wtt^ the Baners of gold, and of siluer, and of the Turkish 

army, 

Cootes of armes / & ^of bright hameis / & the riche abilementis [iif.75,bk.] 
they had for their horses. So many folkes there were / that the 
Ladies and gentilwomen wende there had not ben so grete a power 

I in alle the world, and had more feer than euir they had / ffor it 
seined them the Towne might neuir endure ageinst them / And 
thus came this company in iij. pay-tis, for to beaege and enclose the in s Divi- 
Towne, wttTiyn the Towne was there a vij. or viij. thousand feight- 

■'". ing men / And for as moche as they were there vfiih the ladies / 
they desired to do some thinge at the bigynnyng that myght recom- 
forte theym / and concluded that on the next morowe, yn the morn- 
yng, they wolde visite their neighbores. IF Now y shall telle you 
of the Turke, howe he did : he remembred him of the [seege] that The suitan 
lie had layde bifore fferaunt / and how in loggyng them he had a 
^prete skarmyssfi, and lost many of his folkes / wherefore he ordeyned orders a 
'tiiat euery day shold be a grete company arredied to horsbak / Horse to be 

, o X •/ / ni^nyg ready 

"waityng on a Captayne / to drawe sodeinly to what part nede sholde to move 

wiien neeciecii 

require / And there were iij. grete puissaunce«, as ye haue herde, in 
iij. j^rties of the Towne / And of that one, was Orkays chefp ; and 
of the tothir,the kynge of Luby; and of the iij**. the Turke himself. 
•^ Now Cometh the day that the sawte sholde be made, for asmoche 
as the Turke knewe ful wele the[re] were many folkes wtt/iyn, he 
"Wold not begynne the saute tilt the sonne were vp. fferaunt, that 
'Was full^ wise and wele vndirstandyng in suche maticrs, saide to the 
kynge, '' sir, please it you to stande at the gate / and lete no man 
go oute, but suche as I wilt / whiche y shuU put alle bifore me " / 
And than he apointed suche as shold come with hym ; and for drede 
Ke had of Sumome and of his felawes, he made them to promesse 
f & swere that they shold withdrawe them assone as they herde blowe 
the xetrayte / Thus alle thing ordeyned / he departed out of the Ferant rallies 

•«. .i..ii i/.«"i / -11.1 t 1 ***** ^^ Naples 

Towne with ij. thousand feighters / and did so moche, or the cry with 2000 

men, 

arose that they were amonge^ the kyng of Lubyes Tentc* / and ouir y*^"«* *^. 
' lanBe many of his folkes^ / the crie and the noise arose thorugh alle Division. 
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the hoste / and than they that had the chaige to a-waite on suche 
Bodeyn cries, were redy anone witA the kynge of Luby / and came 
quikly on fferaunt and on his company, In so moche that by force 
it behoueth hem to withdrawe / and there were some of his folketi 
taken / wherof Sumome was right heuy and sory / and he [and] his 
felawes retoumed ^agein to rescowe them / and neuir bifore had he 
aquytte him so wele as he did there / ffor by the noble prowesse of 
hym & his company, their enemyes were fayn to witMrawe themS 
agein toward their tenter. All this enconntryng shewed wele the 
worthines of Ector / that neuir vnto this day was sene in suche 
case / They iij. to-gedir did so in armes, that it was meruaile to 
thinke / and it semed by Ector that he had ben alwey brought vp 
in that crafte / the feeld a-boute them was al steynod and couerd 
wt't/i blode / and with ded folke^, In so moche that fferaunt was alk 
abassed / & entendid to no thinge but to beholde the hardynesse of 
his iij. seruaunte«. And as they were thus feighting, came the 
Turke« power and his sones / vnto the Kynge of Luby / and thaa 
they came so sore vp-on the cristen men that they put them alle oat 
of aray / whan fieraunt sawe this, he sent vnto the kyng for a 
thousand men moo to socoure them, to helpe to witAdrawe then. 
Than made he to bio we the retrayte / and the iij. felawes, by force 
of Armes, were doparte eche fro othir / and Sumome was encloeed 
among so many / that hou-be-it he defendid him right valiaontly/ 
yet was he taken be might / for ouir many folke« were on hym /and 
was anone had out of the prees / seyng fferaunt his maister / ^ 
at that tyme wold haue ben ded / ffor he knewe weel that all« ^ 
gold in Sizile might not bye him agein, and he might not helpQ 
him / for he and his company were so sore ouirsette / that witk 
grete peyne they recured agein in-to the Towne / and had left* 
behinde them the chief of alle their werre / IT But now here whe^ b^i 
on flferaunt aduised him / he toke al the iolkes of armes that wen 
with the kyng at the gate / and sodeinly went out at the gate ^ 
was ageinst Orkays tenter?, for he sawe him vngamyssht of alk to 
folkes / and bitwene his loggyng and the Turkes was a ryuer / 9^ 
there was no brigge ouir it / but a litil passage / where might no* 
come past ij. horses or iij. on front / and yit wtt^ grete peyne M 
ordeyned a good company to kepe that passage / for by none otto 
wey coude Orkays haue no socoure / Thus was fferaunt, yfiHi gK*^ 
part of puyssaunce of the Towne, come to Orkays tentes / and there 
2 endured the bataile fulle long amonge^ them / By that tymewtf .^^ 
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fcliis and Ector enf o?ermed of the takyng of their ffelawe / whom Prince David 
ey held in part for their maister / for whos sake they had suche Humphrey, 
rowe that it was meruaile to wite / fferaunt ascried vnto them / 
my frendes, now it is tyme that eche of you put peyne to the 
scouse of his trewe felawe, which rescuse can not be without 
kyng of Orkays, sone vnto the Turke ; now shalt be seen who 
alt do wele ; for trewly, if one of you were in suche daunger / the 
od Sumome wolde put him in grete deuoir / the ij. felawes lefte 
eir sorowe / and, as they that had ben oute of their witter, aven- 
red them forth amonge* the presse, vrithout casting of any pmlt 
drede of any daunger ; there was neuir man sawe ij. men do so 
oche in one day in Armes as they did / they were so besy in euery 
ace, that their enemyes thought they sawe noon othir men but 
em, so moche they dred them / fferaunt folowed them alwey, and with Ferant 
id as leef be ded, vrlthout he might haue day to rescowe his yonge 
ruaunt / he had at the leest in his company .v. thousand feighters, 
hich were of fult good corage /and, by their strength and power, 
a short tyme was Orkays and alle his company put to playne dis- 
)mtiture / and Orkays takyn prisoner by the liandes of Ector, that capture the 
resented him anon to fferaunt, whiche was rij^ht glad of his takyng, orkaya, 
•ustyng therby to recouer Sumome. The meane tyme that this niviaion, 
oise and crye was, the Turke sent many of his folkes on horsbak 
) the rescous of his sone / wherby he thought him sure y-nough / 
►ut they that were apointed by fferaunt to abide at the passage, 
epte it so wele, that noo might passe there / and at the diffence 
'as grete mortalite of the Turkes. whan fferaunt had done this 
mma,y, and sawe Orkays in his handed in saufte / and that his 
)lkes had take suche pillage as they might easily here with them / pillage and 
tid had set fyre in the remenaunt / he made to blowe the retravte / camp, and 

. ' , J I retire to 

id withdrewe them in-to the Towne / hauyng prisoners w^t7ioute Naples. 

ombre / but, ouir alle othir, he was glad of the takyng of Orkays / 

han they were entred agein into the Towne / the kyng was 

xformed of the takynge of Sumome, and so were the ladies & 

intilwomen / and the tidynge** spred thoragh alle the Town, wherof 

le Sorowe and complaynt began as moche as if the kyng had ben p leaf 77] 

-d. And the kyng himself was so scry, that noman might com- 

'He him / hou-be-it he had the Turkey sone yn his handes / for he 

ilde him so cruelt and felonous, that he had leuer lete his sone dye 

an deliuere Surnome, by whom he had hadde so many losses and 

Ides I Natheles he concluded to sende vnto the Turke an heraude 
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A Sicilian of Annes, to certifie him of the takyng of his sono, willyng him to 
Bent to the entiete Sumome none othir wise than he wolde haue his sone 

Saltan. 

entretld. \jniuvninatwii: Sumome bleeding ^ in a $hirt; gallowe; ealfp/rom the Tornn."] 

"T"Owe retowme we to the Turke, that, aftir the distresse that 4 
he had vpone fferaunt aod his folkea, and that Sumome 
was brought vnto hym / and that he knewe werily it was 
the same by whome he had hadde so many tymes losse & hvates ; 
and at that tyme he knewe no thing of the takynge of his sone / 8 

The Sultan And whau Sumome was brought a-fore him / he thought for ioie 
his worthinesse was doubled / and behilde him, and sawe him so 
pe^'sonable and amyable / and so wele assured, that he hadde 

detennines meruaile to beholde hym / and concluded in him self / that he 12 
wold neuir slepe til he had taken on him cruelle veniaunce, and 
saide vnto him / ** Thou vntrew cristen man, thyn vnhappy comyng 
in-to this lande hathe done me more damage than did the puys- 

to pnt Prince saunce of cristcu kynge^r : I shal neuir slepe / or y se the ded bifore 16 

death. myu yen." Thus Sumome, hering his deth / with humble corage 

content to abide it, for the pleasir of god / answerd agein vnto the 
Turke, seyng, " turk, by my dethe shalt thou not be kyiig d 
Sizile / for there is many more worthy than eaer I was, yn the 20 
seruice of the kynge ; wherfore y knowe wele my dethe shalt be 

[1 If. 77, bk.] litil damage to cristen ; ^and therfore y am to endure suche peyne 
and turment as thou wilt deuyse, whiche y shall receyue in ioie " / 
The Turke, for angre, might no more here him speke, but ranne on 24 

He ncratohes him / and scratte him in the visap^e / and made him to be voided 

the Prince's 

face, and says out of his sight / and commauudcd that gallowes shold be made 
hangd after auoou j & cowcludod, that aftir he had dyned, he wold go hym self 
to se him hanged / They of the Towne w^'tAyn, seing thies galowes 28 
adressing, enfowrmed the kynge therof / And than bigan the sorowe 
more than bifore, thoroughout alt the Towne / for they knewe wele 
it was made for Sumomes sake / There might ye se ladies and 
The Sicilians geutilwomeu wepe and sorowe / but ouir alle other sorowed lolant, 32 
Prince °^ the kynge« doughter. There was the beaute, bounte, witte & 
worthinesse of Sumome, many tymes remembred & complayned 
that day / & euery body thought that, at the houre of his dethe, alk 
the vertues of the worlde sholde be lost / The kyng was alle out of 36 
mesure / as he that had lost only by Sumome alle the ioy he had in 
this worlde / thinkyng that, after hi^ dethe, he wold no lenger 
lyue / Ector also, and A this, were so fer from alle reason, that, for 
men wold not lete them go out at the gate, they wolde haue lepte M 
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ouir the walles / It is alwey saide that a mannys witte ys neuir 
vndirstoud til at a grete nede. fEeraunt, that neuir was dispurueid, Ferant seto a 

gallows on 

made hastly a paire of galowes to be set vpon the walles, yn the thewaiuof 

i Turkey sight, and euen bifore his loggyng, as though he wold make g^Sj^^Jg^g^n 
Orkays dye ther-one / And yit, notwithstandyng fat, fEeraunt put 
yn aduenture him self and alle that were in the towne, reseruyng 
the kyng / and a fewe that waited on him / & thought werrily alle 

8 to dye, or to rescowe his seruaunt / and to this apointed alle his 
folke«, and in especialt Ector and Athis, whiche filt to his fete for 
ioy / humbly thankyng / And yet, notwithstandyng the grete sorow 
that he had, he comfortyng them, seyng / " what, we haue yit no 

12 tidynge^ of the messanger that went to the Turke. I haue trust in 
god, and also know wele the loue that a fifadir hath to his childe / 
wherby he wol neuir be consentyng to the dethe of his sone / And 
that the prise that hath be made by you this day, my frende Ector, 

16 at youre nowe comyng, shalt be the sauacton of youre felawe " / 
Many turke* sawe thies galowes yn makyng on the Towne walle / 
and anone tolde it to the Turke, ^ whiche strecched him vp at the \} leaf 78] 
boorde, and saide / "Lete them hange whom they can gete; for 

20 there is none shalt lette me to hanse this that y haue " / And euen The suitan 

° '' ' declares he'll 

at the same tyme came yn the heralde from the kynge of Sizile, iia"s Prince 
with the message fat ye haue herde tofore / The Turke, hering 
this, was gretely ameruailed / and coude not bileue it / for he had 

24 herde no worde therof bifore / wherfore he saide al wrothly to the 
messangers / " If the kynge, and they of his company, coude by their 
language saue the lif of their man / they had wele lemed to speke / 
But, as for my sone, that is so vnhappily lost, y wolt not respite and let hu 

28 the lif of this / but the rather delyuere hym to the dethe " / And 
than made he to brynge him to se Surnome, that was redy to go to 
his dethe / and the rope aboute his nekke / and whan he sawe him 
in t^is cas, he was so sory that vnnethe he might stonde on his 

32 fete / but Surnome comforted him, and saide / **I pray you, 
reco7nmaunde me to the kynge & to the queue / and to my faire 
lady, their doughtir / to whom y haue euir ben trewe seniaunt / 
and recommaunde me to fferaunt, my good maister / and to my ij. 

36 felawes / and sey I praied them not to compleyn nor sorowe my 
dethe, for y trust verrily in the mercy of god to dye wele / 
Natheles, pray them to pray for me " / Than he toke hym by the 
hande, the teeres yn his yeen / and bade hym fare wele / and praied. 

40 his ij. felawes also to take his dethe agreably / thus the messanger 
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depa?'ted, & came to the towne / and tolde the kynge and fferaunt 
how he hadde founde him. And whan they herde this report, it 
touched their hoites so nygh / that they thought they sawe Surnome 
hi fore them / in the same cace that the messanger had seen hym / 4 
and after they had wepte & compleyned / eue?y man concluded 
either to dye or to rescowe him /Two hundred men were ordeyned 
to go to thise luyse / and a M*. to renne on them that kepte the 
place, and ij. M*. redy to socour them / if nede were / and the 8 
kynge redy, in his owne persone, at the gate with iij. M.^, to releef 
them / at their comyng yn agein, if nede were. And thus was 
euery thingo ordeyned and redy / and Ector and Athis were de- 
lyuered the charge / which e toko it on them with right goods 12 
corage / Surnome, ^on that othir side, that abode no thinge hut 
dethe, compleyned his fadir & his modir, and them of his reaume / 
and compleyned his contre, that shold stonde withoute heyre / 
Aftir, he compleyned the kynge of Sizile, the queue and their IS 
dough tir, his maister and his ij. felawes / prayng god right hertily 
to comfort them, and sende them ati good auenture, and in especial! 
that his faire lady shol neuir come in the handes of tho mys- 
creauntft?. Aftir this, he praied god to haue mercy & pite on bis 20 
soule, seyng that in his seruice he shold nowe take the dethe / 
humbly besechyng hym, of his grace, to receyue his soule / and of 
his grete mercy to pardone alle his offences. IT Whan the Turks 
had dyned, he herde tidynges that his sones loggyng was alle ouir- 2^ 
throwen and brent / a[nd] moo than x. or xij. M*. men slayne / and 
his sone taken prisoner, and brought in-to the towne, and the moost 
part of the grete lordes and noble men of his company / If ths 
Turke were soroufuH, it is no question / and, for the grete angir, 28 
forgetith alt fadirly loue, and the seruyce of alle those lordes and 
noble men that were taken prisoners / and forgetith also his owns 
brother / that was prisoner to hym that he had than in daungers, 
by whom he myght haue had his brother agein, or his sone / but 32 
than alle was forgo ten / And thus, as a wood man furiously puttitii 
the boorde fro him, without aduise, or settyng any ordre to the deds 
of Justice that he sholde do / and asked alle hastily where was the 
prisoner / and men brought him forth ; and he toke hym by ths 36 
Rope that was aboute his nekke, and drewe him so hard that, if 
ioYkes had not taken him awey, he had strangled hym / but his 
folke* toke him from him / and seide / " sir, this bilongeth not to 
you to do / lete the hangman do his office, sith ye be so fere forth 40 
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that no reason may meue you / we be kynne and f rendes to them The Saltan's 
at this day, that by yowr cruelte we shal se dye / and yowr self be wm, 
cause therof, and also of the dethe of youre owne sone / ffor, be 

4 assertayned, they wit^yn haue no suche drede / but assone as this 
man is ded / he and alle they shalle dy bifore yowr yen / And whan 
yowr pleasir shal in this be fulfilled / yoz^r sorowe euir aftir shalbe 
out of mesure / and then shal be to late ^to repente, for it shalbe P leaf 79] 

8 passid remedy / Also your brother, or his plegge*, shalle dye with 

sorow and shame " / But of alle that euir they seide vnto him, he 

rought not / and sware by his godde^, if they spake any more, he buthetiireat* 

shold make them alle to dy an euyl deth / and toke a grete staff yn 

12 his hande / and made them cary forth the prisoner to the gallowes / 

and euir layde on him so grete strokes, that made him alle blody / and beats 

V «. 1 T, , . . 1 , , , , n ^''*nce Philip 

now sent he forth so woodly this pnsoner, that he had but f ewe tui lie's au 
folke* aboute him / and yit they that were in his company were in 

16 suche sorowe and distresse, that they had as leef dye / as lyue / for 
their kyn and their frendes, that they sawe in suche daunger w*t/iyn 
the Towne / and for that cause there was the more vnsure guydyng 
in this matier / The wacche of the Towne sawe the multitude of The Sicilians 

20 folkes comyng / and Sumome amonge« them, ledde like a theef ; Phiiipiedto 
and the folkes couerd all the felde / they went & tolde the kynge 
& fferaunt, whiche wepte for pitie that Sumome was so pitously 
entretid / Sumome bihelde the Towne, wherin he had hadde so 

24 moche pleasir & ioie, thinkyng neuir to come ther more / for he 
loked aftir no thinge but dethe / often recommaundid vnto god alle 
them that were wt't/iyn the Towne / and whan they were come nere 
the gallowes, Ector and Athis, that were apointed to go to the P'J'Jp.^'*^ 

28 luyse, toke their company yfiih theim, and went thider as fast as J^,™P**"y 
their horses might renne, fore drede that they sholde come to late / 
the Turke, seyng this auenture, cried many tymes that men shold 
kille the prisoner, but there was noon that coude fyiide in his herte 

32 80 to do ; and there durst they not abide, for they were alle out of 

array / And at that tyme, were slayn and taken many grete lorde^ ront and wu 

of the Turkey partie / whan Ector & Athis, whiche had the charge 

to rescowe their felaw / fonde him allone, vri\h his visage all blody, rescue prince 

^6 of the stroke* that the Turke had youen him on the hede / they 
wende he had ben hurte to the dethe / and were so sorowfuH, that 
vnnethe they might speke one worde / I^atheles, they set him vpon 
horsbak / and brought him asein in-to the Towne, wzt/iout any and bring 

to encombraunce or hurt of any cristen man, and vnto the grete losse Naples, 

THREE kings' SONS. K 
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& damage of the turke*. And ^whan they were comyii in-to tie 
Towne, they had grete drede of thurt Siirnome had on his hcde / 
for they wist not wele yit how it was with him / Than Ector and 
Athis brought him to loggyng, and sawe that he was right seke^and 4 
sore diseased / for his nekke was gretly swolne / and alle the skynne 
of / with the streynyng of the rope / and his shuldres also wen 
blac with the strokes of the staff that he had / and in his hede he 
had a grete stroke, whicho was all^ blody and swoLie / and his 8 
visage was all to-scrag / The kynge made to sende for alle his 
surgeons, & made them to serche hym / whiche saide that he was 
sore hurt / but they sawe no drede of dethe yn hym / but that he 
shold be heled w/tZ/yn litil while / The kynge and his company 12 : 
was ioifutt of this tidynge^;; and then was tolde to Surnome the 
grete worthinesse and pi-owes of Ector that day / and also the grete 
armes that he and Athis had done to reacowe hym, and yn what 
auentt^re Iferaunt, their good maister, had put hym that day / whiche 16 
semed to be bettir content with his dethe than to lyue / & how 
Ector had taken with his hande the Turkey sone / And alle this was 
tolde him to reioice hym / ffor euery man knewe wele J)at the 
preise and grete renome of his noble maister, and of his ij. felawes, 30 
was one of the grettist ioies that he coude haue / All thise wordes 
were seide vnto hym by tl.e kyng, whiche was come to visite him / 
And Surnome answerd hym, & saide / " sir, y thanke god and you/ 
that it pleasid yot^r grace, for so pore a man as y am, to part« 0Qte24 
of youv towne / and put yoto^elf yn daunger / whiche y neuir 
coude deserue / But y shaH: put me in deuoir alwey to do you the 
bettir seruice " / And thus departed the kynge fro hym, and came 
to his owne loggyng / and there mette with hym the quene, hir 28 
doughtir, & alle the ladies, whiche were right sorowfulle of the hurt 
of Surnome. but the kyng tolde them for trouthe that he was in 
noo perilt of dethe / wherof they were as ioif ult as they might be / 
ffor there was noon erthly man so moche biloued of euery body in 3; 
alle honour as he was, and in especialle of alle them of that Eeaume / 
for sith his comyng, the reaume was more furnysshed of noble men 
than euir it was bifore / and he neuir did ne seide thinge that 
shold e displease any body / Thus by ^hym daily encresed their 36 
ioie / But alle othirwise went it yn the Turkey hoste / for he was so 
troubled at that tyme, that he was half in dispeire / and rought not 
to haue slayn hym self, to haue ben oute of his grete sorowe / whan 
he was wit/i-drawen & retourued in-to his tente / and knewe for tf 
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certayne fat his prisoner was deliuered / and what outrageous losse The suitau 
he had of the moost notable of his counselle, that were dede & 
taken, and wele a xij. or xiiij. hundred men slayne beside / and of 
4 the cristen, not one hurt at that tyme / And also ho we his sone was 
prisoner, whiche might haue ben deliuered hjrm ageyn / had not be 
his outrageous pride / And at the takyng of his sone, slayne the 
same day .x. or xij. Mt men. Remembryng alt this, he was so is «id at all 

his losses. 

8 soroufult that he wist not what for to do / but sent in alle haste for 
his counselle, and for his Capteynes / and praied them to gif him 
their best aduise. And if bifore dyner he were hote and tempest- 
ous / now is he colde and sobre / for he hath had a sharps showre 

l^ to cole him with / There was noon of his folkes that bemoned him / ws folk hate 
hut in their herte« dedly hated hym / and dispreised hym / and 
seide amonge« themself, that there was neuir cruelt man in the ende 
had honoz^r nor glory ; and they thought wele their godde« wolde 

f 6 punysshe him for his cruelte / and for thys cause they were alle 
discoraged / Natheles they aduised them, by alle weies they coude, ^ 
to kepe their hono?«r yn that they had to do / And sent for the But they send 
puissaunce that they had ordeyned to conduyte the vitailles & other Reserve to 

O punieaunce for the hoste, and logged them where as Orkays had of their lost 
ben discomfite, & made ij. or iij. brigges ouir the watir / and thus 
was that quarter fumysshed agein / But for alle that, they were 
more in drede of them w^t/^yn / than they wzt/^yn were of theym / 

^ The Captayne, that the kyng of Sizile had ordeyned to be his 
lieftenaunt thorugh his reaume, knewe for certayne that this grete 
imnee, that shold conduyte his vitale, were than at the seege, and 
might not departe thens / wherfore he thought their vitaile shold 

^ come to them vrith litil ease, if he might / and than assembled he a 

good company togedir / and daily troubled them, bothe in takyng [i if. so, bk.] 
fro them their vitaile, and sodeyn ^assautes, comyng on them in the ciptSn-""* 
night / and put them in suche trouble that they were wery of their KHrSises^?/ 

^2 lyues. In this wise endured the seege aboute a iij. monethes / In ^'*'^"* 
this meane ceason was Sumome alle hole, and came to se the ladies, 
as he had ben accostomed to do. And the kynge thought, as his 
bien venu / and for to reioice the company, to make a Banket, where 

^6 the ladies and gentilwomen shold be / and the Turkey? sone / & a 
grete part of the noble men that were prisoners / for he wold 
reherce vnto them the cruelte of their maister, And also to make The King of 

Sicilv idves 

Surnome to telle of his aventure. Thus ordeyned he this Banket / his captains 

\g\ , a BaiiQuet. 

»^W and sent for his Capteynes, the renomed, & in esspecial for Iferaunt 
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& for his iij. seruauiite^, whiche iij. serued the ladies at this 
lianket / hou be it, the kynge wold haue had them to sitte downe / 
There sate downe the kyuge & the quene, and bitwene the quene & 
faire lolante was sette Orkays, that ful gladly bihelde this faiie4 
lady / And if he had ben lorde of all^ the worlde at that tyme, he 
The saiun's knewe no woman that he wold so fayn haue had to his wif / and 

son, Orcaya, 

wu in love thought yn his mynde, by meane of manage bitwene them two, the 
peas might be made / and or he wolde leue hir, he wolde take the 8 
Glisten lawe / and fro that day forth abode he in this thought / like 
as ye shalle here, many othir prisoners were sette at the kynges 
boorde, that gi*otely bihelde his persone and his demeanyng / so 
they did the quene and hir doughtir / fferaont was set at the 12 
kynge^ boorde, wtt^ many othis iolkee of honour, that sate ther also, 
whan the kynge had seten ther a while / and ben mery amonges 
AttheKinfir's them : he fille in question with Sumome of his hxates, and com- 
Prince Philip maundid hym to telle the trouthe how it was. Sumome durst not w 

tells how tUe *" 

hSnbaaud to ^^^^J ^^® kyng<w cowimaundement, but tolde of his takyng, & of 
* po«t, the Othe the Turke made assone as he was brought bif ore hym / 

that he sholde neuir slepe or he were put to dethe in his presence / 
Aftir, how he made bynde hym to a poste / and putte a rope abonte I 
his nekke / and tolde howe the messanger seide vnto him, and 
what answere he had / and how-be-it that he was not worthy to 
qwite suche a prisoner as Orkays, yet was he offred for his deliue^ 
pieafsi] aunce / Aftir, tolde he how the Turkes ^folke^ blamed him for 21 
drede of the dethe of Orkays / and howe the kynge sent to the 
Turke, & sware, if that he put him to dethe, that Orkays and alle 
the other pnsoners sholde be hanged / And than, vriih grete ire and 
cruelte, he put the boorde fro hym, and came to him ther as he 28 
and then stode bounden / and drewe the rope so fast, that was aboute his 
strangled ^ek / that he had strangild him, had not his f olkea cried on him / 
and seide that it was the hangmans office, and contrary to the 
honowr of so grete a prince to do so foul a dede / and whan he 33 
herde the speche of his folke*, he vnbonde him him-self / and 
and beat him deliuerd him to the hawgman / and gaf him ij. strokes with a grete 
staff bitwene the shuldres / and one on the hede / and conduyte 
him him-self vnto the gallowes, he and his f olkes vnarmed & 36 
without any ordenaunce, ffor the whiche cause they might make no 
resistence at his rescous. IT In heryng this tale, euery man wept 
for pite, bothe Orkays and all the tothir prisoners. Aftir his tale 
was ended, the kynge spake to Athis, and seide, "ye were prisoner ^^ 
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at the distresse of the armee of the kyng of Scotte^f sone / telle ye 

the manere now of yo?«r takync;." Athis was alle shamefast / hut he Pri»ce David 

J J ^ then relates 

durst not disohey the kynges co?wraaundement, and seide / **sir, it 
4 is trewe bat hy tempest of wedir, the vesselle that y was yn, brake, liow hia ship 

was wreckt 

even bifore the Turke^j hoste / wherhy the moost part of the folkes 
J)erin were drowned, sauf vij. or viij. that gate the lande / wherof 
y was one, purposing to haue yolden vs vnto the mercy of the 
8 Turke, thinkyng verrily that god hat done moche for vs to hringe 
vs to lande so nere liim, for we tmsted to fynde mercy yn hym / 
and when he sawe vs in this case, he cried with high voice / " sle 
tho cristen traitowrs ! " then were they all^ slayne, sauf y / whiche 

J 2 was to grete a pite / ffor amonge« them was slayne the good Erie andEari 
Douglas, that was a noble man and a wise / and whan I sawe this s^aiu; 
pitous aventure, y wit/idrewe me toward a litil Rok, and set my 
bak ther-ageinst / defending my self as wele as y coude, praing 

6 all-mighti god of his mercy, as he that abode no thing but dethe / 
And as y was yn this daunger / the Turke cried aU-wey to put me 
to dethe / my lord Orkays was ther p?'esent, and meved with pite, 
toke me in-to his handed, ^and assured me for than / y shold not wowPriuce 

. . Orcays 

O dye /his fadir toke this to grete displeasir, and wold nedis haue rescued him, 
put me to dethe. But Orkays did so moche that he put me in 
eaftee. Aftirwarde, agein his fadir required hym that y might dye, 
but he wolde neuir agree therto / but did so moche, whethir his 

4r fPadir was pleased or not / that he delyuerd me / and made me to and sent iiim 
be surely conduyte vnto fferaunt, with whom y hane contynued in 
seruice sith that tyme " / Aftir this tale tolde / euery man bihelde 
Orkays, and thought it was an honorable dede of hym / Than the 

8 kynge cowimaunded Ector to telle by what fortune he was taken, 
whiche was right shamefast to telle his tale / natheles he bigan, and 
seide thus / " Sir, it is trewe that in my right grete you the y desired Tiien PHnce 
to se the houre that y might be yn yoT^r seruice / for the honowr of teiu how 

^2 god principally, and to mayntene the feith ; and for the grete weeles 
that euery man rehersed of you, of the quene, & my lady yowr 
doughtir / wherfore it happened me to gete in-to a vesselle yfith 
notable men, that were therin / and by fortune of tempest we his ship was 

36 aryued yn a lande that helde of the Turke / and y suppose that Turkish 
cure seruice was not to god agreable / So we were taken & brought 
bifore the lord of the Towne / and for-asmoche as we were cristen, 
they thought it a nouelte / and they p;-esentid of the company in-to 

^0 diuerse places, and kepte stille with them my fella we aad me / and 



Tke Ki»ff ef Sieitif gitta hU Officers a grand Banq«d, 

ii for his iij. ^erunuiit'*, whiche iij. serued the kJies at this 
lUnket h>iu be it, th" l^ynge wold hniie had tltem to sitte downe| 
Tu«K Mto d-'Wne iho kvii)K iV the qucae, aad bitwene the qoene Ji 
iiin It'Liutd wu settt* Orknya, that fut gladly bihelde this ftiiet 
Ii.ly AS'l if )i« ha>l Ltn lorde of nlle tho worlde at that tyme, he 
»'■ ki^rwe DO wom-in that he vuM so fnyii liaue had to his vif / and 
• ■ (hv'iij:'u: yn hi* mynJe, by lueane of manage bitwene them tsro, the 
j«4* uiiizUl 1* maJe ' and or he wolde leue hir, he wolde teke tb(S 
i;ri«:«n Une and fro thut ilay forth abode he in this thought / like 
a» ye thall^ here, many othir prisoners were sette at the kjn^ 
Kcrvie, that gri'tely bihelde bis persone and his detueanyng / so 
thoy did the tiuene and hir doughtir / fferaont was sat at the 11 
kyn^< bootde, wi'tA many othis foftM of honour, that sate tbet bIm. 
whin the krn^ hail scten ther a while / and ben mei; amonga 
=i*'» iheni : h« fill? in iiuestion witA Sumome of hia hiirt<^^', and cow- 
■_■■» ::;ju:idi.i hym to telle the tKiulhe how it was. Suraome durst not I^ 
III ^ di*id*y the kyup-' cojumaundement, but tolde of his takjiig, ^ 
th« Othe the Turke made iksf«ne as he was brought bifore hpi/ I 
lUat he sbolde oeuir slepe or he were put to dethe in hia pnaenoe/ 1 
Aftir. how he maile brndo Lym to a poste / and putte a rope abtmhj 
hi* n«kke and tolde howe the mesKinger seide vnto him, I 
wha: answeiw he had / ami how-be-it that he was not wortfe? tj 
i-,w;» suche a prisoner as Orkays, yet was he offred for his d™ 
>:: aa:;« Aftir. tolde he how the Turkey 'foIiM hkwed him 6 
.-n^te of the dethe of Orkays / and howe the kynge sent to & 
T-rkt>. \- *wat\'. if tlwt he put him to dethe, that Ortajs wdui 
i::e o:h.t pr-^^nere sholde 1^ h^iuy^ / And than, witft grefe iff" 
cnielie, lie pot the boorde fro hym, and came to liim then 
s:.xle Kvanden and drewf the rope so fast, that was aboaJV 
' tiek ihi! he had strangild him, had not Lis i";.lI.-« -ti^-'I'T 
and seide that it was the iungman 
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134 Prince Humphrey of England tells how he was set free. 

he dide in prison / And at the tyme of my deliueraunce, y thoiight 
and how. f ulle Htil of my lif / But that it fortuned that my maister and felawe, 

thro* Prince ' . i «» i 

Philip's Surnome, made his prisoner, kynge mrahras, to promyse that he 
K. Ferabnw, shold sendo agein alle cristen men that hy fortune had be taken in the 4 
warres in any landes of his brothers or his / And he, remembryng 
his promyse whan he came home, vndirstode that y was prisoner yn 
the same Towne that the Turke was yn that tyme / and he asked me 
of him / than was y brought bifore hem bothe / & the Turke, sepg 8 
he was given me SO megre & pore, toke litil hede of me / but lete me delyuerd to 
kynge ffirabras / whiche made me be so wolc cherisshed and taken 
hede vnto / that withjn litil while y recouered, and wex in good 
plite / than on a day went y to the Turke, and y waited on hym / 12 
[1 leaf 82] and was alle newe araied & ^wele recouered / and he bihelde me, and 
knewe me not / and asked his brother wliat y was / and he seide that 
y was the cristen man that was deliuered out of prison but late / than 
wold he haue put me to dethe / and seide that, by the worthynesse 16 
of one man / his saide brother had be taken / and the noblesse & the 
corage of the Sezilians was by hym redoubled / and by an othir 
man, that his sone had deliuerd, he had taken so grete hurte, that 
it was meruaile to thinke ; And his hert gaf him, if y departed, 20 
that y shold do him grete damage / and thus in no wise wolde he 
be agreable to my delyueraunce / and so fille they at wordes / In so 
moche that kynge ffirabras sware that he had leuir dye than to 
Jet^ife and ^^^^ ^^® promys / than he deliuered me by night / and made me to 24 
Bent to Sicily. \yQ surely couduyte vnto this reaume / where y haue abiden euir 
sith / and aftir my departyng thens, the Turke sent of his folkes to 
breke vp the chambre where as he wende y had ben, to put me to 
dethe, in despite of his brothir. But y thanke god & good kynge 28 
ffirabras / y was out of his daunger / ffor y wote wele, and y had 
ben in his haxides, he wold haue had litil pite on me / that wold 
not haue pite of the dethe of his owne sone / and of so many 
notable men, asmoche as to deliuere one pe?'sone for the sauacione 32 
of them alle " / Alle they fat were there of the Turkes meyne, knewe 
wele thies tales were trewe, wlierof they were gretly encombred and 
abasshed of the cruelle & tyrannous disposic^on of their maister. 
TheKinjof Than spake the kyng to Orkays, & seide / " Sir, ye must now telle 36 

biatof '^'^ y^^^ *^^® " / *^®^ saide Orkays, smylingly / " sir, my tale shall sone 
be tolde / for y had neuir othir fortune of warre but suche as ye 
knowe, sauf one whiche y wolt not reherce for my praise / but for 
the praise of them that haue deserued it / trouthe it was, alle that 40 
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Athis hatfi seide / It was my fortune to delyuere him ageinst the Prince 
will of my fadir / and conduyte him surely vnto fferaunt / and the i«e did free 
next day it happened they made a grete assaute on my logginge^, 

4 where as were many folkes slayn / and prisonera taken out of 
nomhre, wher-of y was one, and filt in the handed of Athis, that andwiw then 
had ben my prisoner / and whan he was in the Towne, he remembred set at liberty 
y had done somwhat for him / and yn grete haste ledde me thorugh 
8 the towne / and lete me oute at ^the gate that was ageynst my [Mf.82,bk.] 
fadirs loggyng / and there deliuered me, seyng vnto me / * I can no 
bettir horse you, nor harneise you, to yot^r pleasir than ye be / and 
if y coude, ye may be sure y wolde / therfore ye shalle haue yowr 

12 owne still ' / and thus departed y fro hym / and came to my fadir, 
whiche seide, y ought to blame no man of this fortune but my self / 
by the deliueraunce of hym that he was no thinge agreable vnto / 
than tolde y hym of my deliueraunce / and by whom it was, whiche 

!6 was a thinge, as who seith, impossible for hym to bileue / & ho we 
be it, he sawe me deliuered, and knewe wele that 1 was delyuered 
by hym that y had saued bifore / yet repented hym that he had 
not put him to dethe / And at suche tyme as y toke Athis, y knewe 

O him not but by his dedes, which shewed wele him to be a noble 
man / But whan he toke me, he knewe for certayne that y was the Orwiys 
Turkey sone / and what good he might haue had by me / yet was Prince David, 
he of so noble corage, that he forgate att couetise, and deliuered 

4= me'' / Than might folke^ se howe basshfult Athis was, to here his 
praise, and also for drede he shold be shent / The kynge, the ladies, 
and alle the company behelde him, which loked alle rede, and sore 
abasshed / than asked him the kynge / " what / Athis made ye this 

S dehueraunce " / and kneled downe alle shamefastly, and seide / "ffor- 

sothe sir, yea / wherof y cry you me7'cy, ffor y coude in no wise David con- 

fesses Ills 

put him in aduenture that had saued my lif / and if yn this matier fault againf^t 
y haue offendid ageinst youre grace, or ageinst my lorde my jetting 

—V I MA vircays iree j 

2mai8ter / y biseche you bothe of pardone / and offre my self to 
what punysshment it pleasith either of you to apointe / for y had 
leuer a dyde, than by me he sholde haue ben in daunger of his lif.'* 
Orkays repented him sore of this that he had tolde /for he sawe 

^6 wele by Athis fat he was bolfi abasshed and adred / The kyng 
perceyued wele that Orkays and Athis were bothe abasshed, and 
seide to Orkays, *'ye haue tolde me of the fredom of Athis / and 
me semeth ye drede that y shold con him maiigre / but forsothe, y 

to do not / I knowe wele there was offence / but the cause was so 



136 The King^s Guests all vow to slay the StUtan if they take him, 
and is at once resonable, that with alle my hert y forgif him " / Athis thanked him 

forflrivon 

£1 leaf 88] right humbly / and than went to his maister, & besought ^him of 

paid one, whiche lightly forgaf him ; and aftir, alle his lif, loued he 

him the bettir for that noble dede. IT Aftir thies wordes, was 4 

A Peacock is brought yu a Poo by ij. gentil women / And the kynge made to the 

a«d on Ik tLe Poo his advowe first / and promysed to difEende his reaume to his 

King vows ' * "^ 

Ws^mim- power / "and that, notwithstandyng the pride and tiranny of his 
adue/*sary withoute him, he wolde neuir do tiranny nor shame to 8 
prisoner[c«] that were noble men or of any good disposicion / but shold 
kepe them yn honot^r and noblesse as longe as they were in his 

oruays vows gouemaunce" / Aftir, made Orkays his avowe, and seide that, " to his 

(after his / * •/ ' » 

d '''t'li to power, he wolde put him in peyne to make pees bitwene the Turke 13 
tiirTOTk'**^ his fadir, & J)e kynge / & if his fadir died before hym, he shold 
fiJcffy**'* ^ neuir, daies of his lifife, make warre witfi the kynge of Sizile, nor 
with his Eeaume / but rathir yelde agein vnto him alle that his 
ifadir had taken fro hym / for he sawe him so wele puruaide in alle 16 
goode ve^-tues / that aboue alle othir kynge*, he desired his fauoiir 
and acqueyntaunce " / but the trouthe was this / that f aire yonge 
lady, that sate by hym, meued his hert with this pite and kynde- 
nesse more than any othir thinge / though he spake it not / eueri 20 
man coude him grete thanke / The kynge, the quene, and their 
doughter thankid him moche / Aftir was the Poo borne to flferaunt, 
whiche sent it agein vnto the lorde* and knightea that w^ 
prisoners, whiche made their avowes accordyng to the same that 24 
Ferant and Orkays had made. Aftir this, made fferaunt his avowe, and sware 

his Knights ^ ' r 

v«w that, for the grete crueltees that he had seen wit/iout nombre in the 

Turkes persone, wold he neuir yelde him vnto him / and if the 
never to let Turko Came in his daunp;er, he wolde neuir put him to raunsom : 28 

tlie Sultan , , 

i?t!r"'^"tcii ^^^ ^y ^^® same avowe required he, and praide alle them that were 
^^^' vndir him, that they wolde make the same promes / The Halle was 

fuUe of noble folke*, and the Poo was brough[t] bifore them / and 
euery man helde vp his hande, & sware with lowde voice the same 33 
promesse that fferaimt had made / The Poo was brought bifore the 
iij. seruaunte* of fferaunt / whiche serued bifore the ladies / and 
they made their aduowe to god, to the ladies, and to the poo / that 
they shold truly kepe the same promesse / that their maister 36 
p If. 83, bk.] made / ^ Thies avowes were put in writyng by the kynges of 
armes / than were the lordes taken vj) / and the Mynstrells came 
A nance yn / and the lordes, knyghtes and squyers, ladies and gentilwomen, 
the Banquet, dauuccd thcr / that night was ther no tidinges of the seege /40 



J 
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Orkays bicame so amorous of this faire lady / that he coude hauc orcays \% 
no rest / and often tymes came he, by licence of the kynge, to se the ears in 
quene & their faire doughter / In so moche that folkes pe?*ceyued loUnte. 
4 wele by his maner / that he loued hir ouir alle thinge / and ioWes 
seide amonge« them, that it were a mete mariage if he were 
cristened, for therby shold the pees be sure and ferme / but wet/tout 
he were cristened, ther was noon of the Eeaume that wold be agre- 

3 able ther-vnto / This faire lady knewe wele of alle this / whiche 
made no countenaunce like it / for if she had knowen Surnome, or 
one of his felawes, of as noble lynage as hym, she had leuer haue 
had one of theim with right litil, than him with alle the Turkey 

2 lander?, and in esspecial Le Surnome / for aboue alle othir she liked But she ukes 

Prince Philip 

him best ; hou be it, there was in any of the tothir two as moche beat, 
honour as in any persone neded to be wisshed, though Surnome 
passed them. IT Tidinges sone ranne by some prisoners, that were 

5 delyuered in that meane tyme / that the Turke was put in know- 

lage of thavowes of the Banket / & whawne he herd them, he aduised The suitnn 
them weel / and perceyued by the kinges avowe that he had made, vow^atthe 
to diffende his reaume to his power / that he wold not lightly 

^ delyuere vp that Towne that he was yn / And aftir, remembred the 
avowe of his sone, which was / what-so-euir he conquered in his 
lif, aftir his dethe shold be deliuerd agein vnto the kynge of Sizile / 
Aftir this, he thought on the avowe of fferaunt and alle his / whiche 

t was more lothe vnto hym than any of the tothir / for by that sawe 
he his dethe swome, if he came in their daunger / Also he sawe his 
folkea alle out of corage, and thought wele that his goddec<? hated 
hym / on the tothir side, he sawe the maner of the sege, that was and sees that 

B daily wers for him and wers / and bettir for them that were withyn Naples goes 
the towne / also what scarcyte of vitaile they had / and with how worse, 
grete peyne they gate that litil that they had / Alle thise tidinges 
considered, he sawe him self how he had done shamefully to his 

2 brother / whiche he wist wele wold neuir be agreable to do hym 

^neither ayde ne seruice. wM alle thise though tes, he fiUe in suche \} leaf 84] 
sorowe and drede that he wist not wele what to do / And so he 
thought to assemble his Capteynes and his counselle / and to she we He calls a 

^6 them thies matiers, in suche wise that they shold not perceyue by 
his maner nor his wordes, drede nor fere in him to slake their 
corage, but toke this conclusion to breke w^t/l them, as though he 
vndirstode them enclyned to alle his pleasir / and of high and noble 

^0 corage, and thought to shewe his owne maner high and feers / for 
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[1 lf.84, bk.] 

his men are 
out of heart. 



His Council 
answer : — 



wele he wiat, in conclusion, that generally they alle wold gif him 
counselle to departe / There may no man telle the grete deuoir that 
the kynge of Siziles folkea did euery day / grete peyne it was to 
kepe them from fighting with the Tiirke, and many tymes went 4 
they out and scarmysshed with hem / and alt-way to the damage of 
the Turke, wherby the kynge saw wele that the Turkey folke^ had 
lost hert & corage / and in his ymaginacton thought to make a 
grete assaute vpone the Turkey loggy^g / & concluded in his secrete 8 
counselle so to do / Than sent h3 a seruaunt of his, that was wele 
spoken, secrete and wise, to his lieftenaunt, and sent hym worde at 
what houi*e he wold make thassaute vpon the Turke, wamyng hym 
to be there with alle the power he might n\ake ; and that he shold IS 
first set vpon the Turke; and while he was yn hande with hym 
ypong the tone side, wolde he haue alle his power come oute of the 
towne, & sett on hym on the tothir side. 

YE haue wele herde how the Turke was determyned to sende W 
for his counsella and alle his Capitaynes / & so he did / and 
whan they were bifore hym, he seide vnto them in this 
maner / " ffaire lorde«, the cause that y haue sent for you is this / 
ye knowe wele, first, the takyng of my Sone ; I suppose also, ye 31 
vndirstonde thavowe that he hath made, whiche tt^rneth me to 
grete displeasir / for if y were dede, the payne that y haue taken in 
my conquest shold litil profite ; for his avowe is, af tir my dethe to 
yelde it agein / and ye knowe wele y haue no moo childreen norM 
othir heyre than him, sauf my brother, whiche y shatt not right 
wele accorde with " / than seide he smylyngly / " ye knowe wele 
also, how by the avowes that haue be made, my dethe is swome / 
Also my adue7*sary hath made his avowe to diffende his lande, and 28 
neuir to trete with me / ye se ^oure conduyte, and thexploite of 
warre that we haue done / If y coude se you of as good corage as y 
haue seen you before tymes, y shold be wele comforted / but sith 
we came bifore this towne, I sawe no good assaute made by vs;35 
wherfore y pray you gete agein yowr good corage, and I shall not 
leue you, but here you company in alle daungers " / Thus endid his 
wordes; and they alle withdrewe them, and spake togedre a while; 
and than, by one of the best of them, he was answerd in this wise / 31 
" Sir, we haue alle wele vndirstand your seyng / and thervpoiw 
spoken togedre / and right humbly we beseche you / of that I shal 
say vnto you, to take no displeasir / for it is as late to breke vnto 
you now as it can be / and if we had durst, we had done it long^" 
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sith / ye knowe, sir, the hardnesse and aduersitee that is nowe 'Your 
corae on you / and it semeth, sauf yowr displeasir / that the naturalt aii of your 
pite that a ffadir or a brother ought to haue, or a good prince, to 

4 his suggette« & se^niauntes, is gretly quenchid and almoost failed yn 
you / whiche is a grete pite and damage / and hath caused alle yo?tr 
frendes and seruauntes to be vttirly discomforted ; we knowe wele, 
for Ihise causes haue thises avowes be made on yowr persone / ye 

8 knowe youre sone in daunger, that might haue ben yolden vnto yo« wouldn't 

save your 

you for a right meane man, to regarde of hym / but ye wold be "o"'" "^ 
therto in no wise agreable / but to put hym in thaventure of dethe / «>«i<J- 
and alle yoMr trewe seruauntes, that were prisoners with hym, and 

12 alle them that ye had leyde in plegge for the kynge yoia* brother ; 
yea / and peraaenture his owne pe?*sone, ffor we knowe hym suche / 
that forto suffre dethe he will not breke his promes ; and that might 
ye perceyue wele, by the cristen man that he deliuered " / Than 

16 answerd the Turke, and seide : **by that delyueraunce haue y lost 

my sone. But whatsoeuer hath be done bifore this tyme / be it The suitnn 
good or euyH, we be in suche cas nowe as ye se / whiche we may in a bad 
not long endure wz't/iout othir pwrueaunce : and it toucheth you alle 

O aswell as to me / and therforo y haue assembled you to haue yowr 

aduise / put out of yowr herte^j all rancowr & debates, and remembre wimt's to be 
the matiers nowe, yn suche cace as they are yn " / It semed to them 
alle that were there, that debates might litil auauntage / and that 

4 they ^most purvey for othir remedy, for they were in right grete \} ieaf85j 
scarste of vitailes, by the kyng of Siziles lief ten aunt and his folkes, 
whiche dayly toke it from them. The Turke asked thavice of hym 
that best pleased hym the reason of / whiche saide in this wise / 

8 "sir, for tho causes that haue be rehersed here / men shal not se One of the 
folkes speke to-gedir a doseyn wordes, but it is of the conduyte of answers:— 
you / and of yoMr hoste / and to sey the trouthe of their corage and 
wille / it is no thing towardes you nor yowr warres / as they were 

^2 whan ye came hider / for euery man seith / that in youre persone, 'Your folk see 
as to the ffuydyne: of yowr warres, they se neither rewle nor noior^^e^jn 

o J J o J 7 J ^ your conduct 

ordenaunce; wherby they are so discoraged, that xx" Sizilians are of this war. 
worth an .C. of yowr folkes. Also youre vitailes faile you / and 
^6 wynter shall come on hastily, and ye haue not folkes y-nough to 
holde yowr sege / and for to conduyte yowr vitaile / wherfore the 
kyng of Siziles folkes distress! th them dayly that conduyte it / And 
therfore, myn aduise shalbe this / that, or ye haue any grettir losse, YouM better 

t f\ , . Dreak up tiie 

^W that ye breke vp the sege / and drawe ye alt this wynter tymo in-to siege. 
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siiche townes of this Eeaurae as ye haue conquered / men shall^ sey 

that this shalle not he for yot^r honoier / but hyholde / if ye abide 

here any lenger, what honoz^r ye may wynne therby / I dare sey, at 

The longer last ye shal be fayn to departe, whan ye shal haue spent youre 4 

the greater rlchesse, and pemuenture lost many moo of yowr folke«, wherthorugh, 

shame 'u be. jqhx departyng than shal be grettir damage and more shame than 

it shold be at this day / for in defaute of vitaile, can ye not gete 

that place yet / it is so wele purveide / & by trety ye can not gete 8 

it / ffor ye knowe wele what avowe the kynge hath made ; wherfore 

ye may entende by no meane to haue it but by force ; and beholde 

hou fer ye are therfrom / for sith ye came hider, was not one of vs 

so hardy that durst thinke to approche to their walles / wherfore, \i 

alle thinge^ considered, with yowr correccion I am of thopinion of 

wiien you've jouv depaHyng. And whan ye shalle be wetMrawen in-to what 

to one of your Townc of this Ecaumc it shalt please you / ye may sende than to 

towns, you x «/ » •/ t/ 

can send the grcte \ov\\es of yowr Reanme, to shewe them yn what cas ye be / IC 

home for *^ •' ' '' ^ / 

more help, ^nd make them to take aduise amonge6* them, and sende you suche 
counseti as they thinke best / and then most they neded helpe to 

p If. 85, bk.] execute ^ suche counselt as they gif you ; and from hensf ortli 

afferme yowr self to bileue yowr counselt, and to werke by their 2C 
aduise / for the moost wise that lyueth, hath nede of counselt and 
aduise / and if it please you so to do / ye shalt kepe that ye haue 
conquered ; for youre enemy is not mighti / And y trust, if it will 

and do belter pleasc you to bileuc yowr kynne and counselle, by the next somer 24 

next sum- 
mer.' jouT honowr shal be recouerd, and be in as good caas as euir it 

was." Thise wordes, herde by the Turke, displeased him no 

thinge / and so he asked the tothir folowyng, their aduises / But 

euery man was so weried and annoied, that they were of the same 28 

opinion. The Turke then concluded on this opinion, seyng / " ye 

blame that y haue not done by counsel, and yet me semeth, by 

vsyng of this counselt, bothe shame & blame shal bifall^ me / hut 

The Sultan as hereyn y wol leue myn opinion / and do by yowr aduise and 33 

retire from counscUe I and me thinkith it were good to knowe the day of cure 

the siege in o j 

twelve days, departyng." than concluded they on the xij*^ day folowyng / And 
that shold be in the night / euery man shold trusse his tente and 
his cariage / and euery man be on horsbak at the sprynge of day / 36 
The conclusion this taken, euery man was warned that had any 
charge / but the day of their departyng was ouir longe & damage- 
able for theym / IT Ye haue wele herde here-bifore of thentirprise 
that the kynge of Sizile had taken, and how he had assertayned W 
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his lieftenaunt therof; and the messanger had quytto hym so 
wele, that he was entred secretly in-to the Towne agein / and 
reported vnto the kynge, for trouthe, that in his lieftenaunt shold 
4 be no defaute / for he wold be there with moo than .x. thousand But the next 

' moruing, at 

men / at suche houre as the kynge had co??imaundid «hini / whiche ?«*«*?, sf ^ay. 

' ./ o / (;j,g Sicilian 

houre was at the poynt of the day, when men might vnnethes se / ^Jef^"^.jaj 
and they had taken that houre / for cause the tothir ij. puissaunces ^^»^^ ^^^ 
i of the Turke might not so easely come to-gedir vnto hym as if it 
had ben day / The day of this entivprise was on the morowe aftir 
the turke had assembled his counselt, as ye haue herde. This night 
the kynge of Sizile made alle pwrueaunce for his goyng forth, as he 

12 that wold be there him-self. vndir his baner that day he herde 
masse, & made alia his company do the same / and than toke he 
leue of the queue and of alle the ladies, whiche he lefte fuUe sore 
wepyng ; for grete drede had they of hym / and of his company, 

16 The kynge wente downe, and came to the gate«, praing all^ his « ^^^^f^ 
folkes to quyte hem ^wele, for if they might abate the Turke* (the King 

linviiisr 

pride / they shold from thensforth lede the remenaunt of their heartend hb 
lyues in ioie and in disport, for by this meane shold ende the 

20 warres / wherthorugh so moche cristen people had died / ff eraunt, 
that was bifore with his company, whan he shold go oute, he es- 
corted in like wise his iij. seruauntes; and they made their avowes 
to god, that, shold outher dye, or be the first that shold come to the 

24 Turke* tente*, and if they founde him there, they shold put them 
in deuoir to accomplissh their maisters avowe / In like wise, as the 
kynge hath monysshed his folkes / so did the lieftenaunt, that was 
wit^<out, and neiTe vnto the Turkes tente*, exorted his folke*, shew- 

28 yng them that his entirprise was not for no smalle scarmyssh or 
assemble / but either to destroie the Turke, or to dye in the quarelle / 
eueri man prdmysed hym to do wele ; & that for drede of dethe 
they wold not lette to accomplissh the kynge* pleasirs / And as 

32 they were in thise worde*, they were so nygh their enemy es that 
they were amonge* tente* and pavilions / and came with suche attacks, and 
strength and corage, that at their first comyng they bare downe alle Turkish 

^ , . 11 tents, slaying 

that they mette with, ouirthrowmg pavilions, and sleyng men so theirmen. 

^6 many, that it was meruaile to se / Than was the crie and the noise 
so moche, that they herd it in-to the Towne / than they opened the 
gates / and fferaunt and his company went first out, and went Ferant saiiies 
streight vpon the Turke* wacche, whiche they lightly destroied / 

than came they to the Turke* loggyng / whiche they f onde fortified / 



142 The Tmon Sicilians aitach in Front y and hill the Saltan. 

but litil wliile endured it ageinst them / The kynge folowed fferaunt 

with grete corage, and alle his folkes / and perceyued wele anon that 

the Turkes loggyng was wonne ; wherof , if he were glad and ioifQl^, 

The 8 Princes it is no question. The iij. felawes, that y haue spoken of before, that 4 

the Sultan's uioche desired to accompHssh their promes, did so moche that they 

tent, and, •% m ^ ^ j»ii i-ii* 

came to the Turkes tent, whereas fond hym accompayned with alle 
his folkes, that were than assembled in hameys, p?-aying them to 
quite hem wele / when the iij. ffelawes sawe this company, they 8 
having sent sent auoou for the kynce, whiche came forthwith : and whan they 

for the King \^ ' xi_ • 

of sicUy, sawe the kynge nere them / they smote yn amonges their enemyes 

with suche strength and corage, that lightly they made them weye / 

for they ouirthrewe allfi that abode their strokes. The kynge, that 1^ 

was nere them, behelde hem in grete meruaile, thinkyng that it was 

impossible for any mortalle bodies to haue done that they did. Thus 

[Mf. 86, bk.] in litil while, ^the grete puissaunce that was aboute the Turke, 

rout the brake, and was discomlite / than wolde he haue yolden him / but 16 

The Sultan nomau wolde take him. Thise lii. ffelawes, whan they sawe him 

offers to ^ . . 

surrender, in that caas, coude not fynde in their herte« to lay handes on him / 
and take him pnsoner they might not, for their auowes ; so lette 
but the foot- they the fote men to slee hym / and made to smyte of his hede, & 20 

soldiers cut "^ >/ i <i » 

and^sticrit' P"^ ^^ ^^ ^ spcre / And whan the kynge of Sizile sawe he had the 

on a spear, ouirhaud of his enemyes / he made to blowe retrayte, for drede of 

the tothir ij. puissaunce^ / for by than was the sonne risen. And 

euery man, seing the kynges baner wztMrawe / drewe them vnto 24 

him glad & ioifult, w^t/i prisoners and ricliesse out of nombre. Thus 

TheSiciUans drewe they hem alle vnto the Towne ; for wele they wist the seege 

Naples. was ended / hou be it, they might haue had grete harme by the 

remenaunt of the Turkes folkes, seyng they were sore foughten wit^ 28 
The two other a-fore / Thisc othir ij company es of the Turke^^ were assembled 

Turkish ' o r ,i 

Divisions to-gedre & embatailed for to come vnto the Turke ; but anone they 

hold together, ° ^ j 

were assertayued that he was dede, and alle his logging ouirthrowen/ 
and so they kepte hem stille to-gedre / they sawe the kynge with- 33 
drawe to the towne, and entred yn with alle his folke* alle at his 
pleasir. The ladies were assertayned of the grete iowrnay and good 
auenture, that god by his grace had youen the kynge vpon his 
enemyes : than went they to chirche, to thanke god / The kynge, 36 
whan he came to the Towne, he alight at the Chirche, and alle the 
belles of the Towne range / he and alle his folkes thonked god with 
goode herte / and made his offrynge* / and aftir went to his 
loggyng / and made to purvey that his lief tenaunt and alle his iolkes 40 
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were wele logged / They had be there but litil while, but the 
wacche tolde them for trouthe that the tothir ij. compayues of the but soon 
Turkey departed / Than shortly the kynge and alle his folke« went 
4 to horsbake, and folowed their eneniyes / and wet/^yn short space 
ouirtoke them / and they wold haue embatailed them / but they 
were so affraied and discoraged, as they that had lost their hede / 
for they abode but litil while / but toke them to flee / and than the take to flight, 
8 chace bigan, whiche dured a iij. or iiij. myle, wherin were so many and are cut 
slayne, that it was meruaile to thinke, for there was no diffence sFcuLipf 
&moTige8 them, than the kynge made his folke^ to retot^me agein 
yn-to the ^Towne / and made to take alle the good that was bilong- [i leafsT] 

12 yng to the Turke and his hoste, to be departed amonge^? his folkes, 
to euery man aftir his degre / and was good innumerable, biside the who take 
prisoners they had goten / Also they fonde in the vessells that and a.cxw/ooo 
caried gold and siluer, more than ij. Millions of golde / eueri man 

16 was so wele garnyssed wtt/t othir goodes, that they toke litil hede 
therof ; but by a conien assent, and with good hert, gaf it vnto the 
kynge for to mayntene his warres / prouidyng that they might do 
their owne pleasirs wtt/i their prtsoners. The kynge with good 

20 wille agreed ther-to, and sawe him by this meane riche y-nough to 
mayntene his warres, and for to cowquere a nother reaume ther-to. 
Of alle the goodes that were goten there, Sumome, Athis and Ector, The s Princes 
were not the bettir / for eueri man knewe him self a kyneje« sone / Scotland/ 

' "^ ° ' and England 

24 and thought, now the warres were ended, they had litil nede of wiu not 

'=' ' » t/ accept any 

good / for they shold haue good y-nough, bothe for them self, and plunder, 
to make their felawes riche y-nough for euir / and thought eche of 
theim, if his felowe knewe that he were a kynge^ sone, they had 

28 ben to famylier wtt^ him. Thus had alle tliies iij. kynges sones one 
thought / and eche of them thought neuir to faile his felawes, but 
to make them riche for euir. many folkys meruailed moche that 
thise iij. toke nomore hede of good / for they toke hede of non 

32 othir thinge, but only to be wele horsid and wele armed / and wele 
beseyne / & of alle this lakkid they nought at any tyme they wold 
aske it. whan they were retoumed agein vnto their logginge^, 
vnarmed & wele araied, they semed liker aungells than men / The They look 

liker ansels 

36 kynge of Sizile rehersed in the presence of the ladies, and of alle than men. 
theim that were there, the grete worthinesse that he had sen in 
them iij. that day bifore the Turkes tente / and seide that he was 
half abassed and aferde to beholde the grete noblesse of them ; and 

40 tolde ho we they had parted the prese, and how many folkes fille 
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downe aboute them for fere of their strokes ; so many, that their 
horses might vnnethe haue rowme to stande ia / than tolde he aftir 
of the dethe of the Turke ; And that, notwithstandyng the grete 
crueltee that eche of theym had founde in hym / whan they sawe i 
him in wille to yelde him / there was none of theym wolde lay 
hande on him / but lete the f ote men allone wtt^ him. Enery man 
^had grete pleasir to here the kynge reherce the Honour and 
noblesse of thise iij. yonge gen til men / This night passed the kynge & 
forth in grete ioie / and on the morowe made many masses to be 
seide, in thanking god of their good fortune / Aftir dyner, assembled 
he his counselle, to take aduise vpon suche besinesse as he had to 
do, for he was bothe wise and worthy, and loued and dred god / 13 
and for thise causes euen man loued him, and desired to seme him. 
And, aftir his power, he had ben attwey large and curtaise / and 
right famylier witJi noble folke^ / wherfore he had their loue so 
fermely, that, for to dy, tliey wold leue hym in no daunger / 11 whan II 
his counselle was assembled, he saide among«6 them in this wise / 
" My trewe & kynde frendes, by whom at this day I haue hadde 
this high and noble fortune / wherby y may come to the recouere 
of Qhe my reaume / yet can y not leue to calle on you, to put you in i9 
daunger for me / notwithstandyng the grete damages & harmes that 
ye haue suflfred for my sake / ye se wele, my trewe frendes & 
sogette«, the estate of oure enemy es, and of vs bothe / wherupon y 
pray you to counselle me / for the wele of cristendome and theM 
recouere of my reaume / and y am redy in what ye wille aduise me» 
to iubarde my body and my goodea to thaccomplisshment therof, if 
me thinke it be leefult." This counselle was long in takyng, for 
they knewe wele it was tyme and nede / wherfore they counseiledM. 
the kynge to tary not, but to ouir-ride his reaume / and to conqueie 
the townes agein, that the Turke had wonne; ffor they thought 
wele, if he went shortly ther-aboute, his enemyes were yet in suche 
drede & discomfort, that he shold fynde litil diffence in them/ 3! | 
And they thought it neded not to telle Orkays yit the dethe of his : 
ffadir, notwithstandyng he had made his avowe to yelde alle again/ 
but they thought it sliold be grettir honoz^r for the kynge to 
co7iquere it agein by might IT In this maner was it ordeyned and 35 
concluded / and the kynge made alle comoners to departe, sauf only 
men of werre and sowdiowrs / This night made he redy alle thinge* 
for to kepe the felde, an[d] on the morowe was alle his ordenaunce 
& Artilry carted redy to go forth / And the quene and hir doughtir, 40 
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and alia hir ladies, went vnto a fairs Castella, bat iiij. myle ihens. 

By than was spred the tidynges of the grete victory thorugh alle ah the 

his Eeaume / wherof they made meruailous ioie / and yelded than- rejoice at 

' •' /J l;l,e victory; 

»^kynge» to god. On the morowe, came many folke« vnto the L^ieafssj 
kynge, bringyng vitaile and othir stuiff / so that the kyng wende 
there had not ben so many holdyng the cristen feith in a gret parte 
of his Eeaume / Than concluded the kynffe, to sende forth tidynse* and news of 

' ,7 o > J G it is sent to 

to alia cristen princes, of the victory that god had youen him / than au chrfstiaa 
were messengers sent to euery Eeaume ; so that, wtt^yn litil while, 
this grete iot^may was knowen thorugh alle cristendome / & euery 
prince made processions to be gon, thorugh-out his Eeaume / and 

12helle8 to be rongen in euery chirche, for the good aventure / & 
many suche, as had take litil hede of the kynge of Sizile, or of his 
Heaume, and had called him an vnhappy kynge / nowe calle they 
hym wele vred, & repente them of their seyng / The kynge of 

16 Sesile, seing his grete puissaunce, & wille of his folke«, went forth The Kii» 

retsKes trom 

conqueryng on his enemyes / and wanne wtt^ assaute the first S®i'^8?y,J? 
towne he came vnto, whiche was the strengist of the Eeaume, sauf to^w, 
only that / that himself had be biseged yn / but they wtt^yn the 
^0 towne had lost alt corage / wherfore ther was founde litil dilfence 
in them / and alle they were put to dethe, wtt/^ut takyng of any 
one prisoner / This takyng put the remenaunt of the turk«« in 
suche drede / that daily they departed out of the land / The kynge 
-4 of Luby him-self, and alle his company, were goon agein in-to his 
owne Eeaume / they that abode, were hopelcs of any socot^r or aide 
that might come to them / wherby, in litil while, what by force and 
by tretee, the moost part of the Eeaume was recouerd, sauf twoo or except 2 or 3 

r^ near the sea. 

8 thre Townes, that were nigh the see / and that was, for they thought 
that they might sonner haue socot^r than any that was wit/iyn the 
Eeaume / The kynge, that was sore trauailed / and it was than 
wynter, toke counselle to lete them be til somer, and than to 

^2 assemble his power agein / and to lay sege to them, and wynne 
them / Than lefte he fferaunt in the next place fat ioyned vnto 
them / for grete trust had he in him / and went home him self / 
and abode the remenaunt of the wynter with the queue and his 

36 faire doughtir, whom him thought tyme was to be maried / But 
aboue alle thing, he desired to bistowe hir to a man of grete honowr 
and worthinesse. H Nowe shalle we leue a while of the grete warres 
of Sizile, & speke of Almayne. [Illumination : on right, Messengers 

40 giving a letter to a King : on left, Kings, Bishops and Loi'ds.^ 

THREE kings' SONS. L 
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[iif.88,bk.] TTN that tyme had the Emperowr a due of Bruswitt, named 
Fre(EriS'r'^' I ffrederike, the whiche, for none nede that the kynge of Sizile 
Bruiwwick, JL liad, nor his Reaume, woldB neuir entende to do him aide nor 
soeowr / And for trouthe, he was olde & heyonde the yores to here 4 
armes / beside his age, was he as couetous as any man might be / 
thise ij. principalle causes letted hym to do any aide to the Eeaume 
of Sizile / There is nobody, be he olde or yonge, but ones shall dy / 
di«8. This Empe^'ours tyme came, that nedes he most departs out of the 8 

world / and lefte grete tresour behinde him, whiche, aftir his dethe, 
litil profited him / and in his lif did him noo worship / for it 
diffendid him to accomplissh suche thinge« as by his dignite and 
The Electors office he ought to do. aftlr his dethe, anone the Chesers of thempyre 13 

were assembled, and aduised amonge« them, whom they might nijJie 
firi?iu) Empc7*owr ; and concluded amonge« them that the kynge of Sizile 
siciiy,"who^ shold be it / for he had endured grete trauaile and peyne for the feith. 
So they purueyde in alle haste to bo ascertayned of his pleasir / and 18 
befille so, that on cristmasse day the presentaceon of the Empire was 
tJma becomes brought hym, whiche he resceyued f ulle humbly / Thus was the 
kynge of Sizile Emperowr, and purposed to do more seruice to god, 
if the cace requyred, than euir did he before hym / Than ordeyned 20: 
he his aray, accordyng to his estate, more rially than it had ben 
bifoiu Whan thise tidynges were knowen thorugh the Eeaume, 
they made grete ioie / and euery man seide, that he was moost 
worthy to be it, of any man that lyued / In this meane ceason, 24 
Surnome and his ij. felaws asked leue of their maister to go vnto 
an Enterprice; and he graunted them, and accompayned theini 
p leaf 89] ^nght mightly / they tolde their maister no thing whider they 
went / and he enquered them not / for he trusted y-nough in their 28 
The biggest houowr & wisdomes / than went they vnto a Townc, that was the 

Sicilian town , i j j 

in ^rkish biggest that was in the turkes handes / than sent they bifore of 
their folkes to be hidde in a wode but litil thens / and them-self 
went vnto the towne with suche feliship as pleased them / & scalet 32 
it be night / even ageinst the point of the day / & were entred 
vpon the walles of the maister Toure or any man espied them / 

is taken than weut they downe, and opened the gates / and lete the remen- 
aunt come yn, that were in a busshment Without, and than aroos 36 
the noise and the cry thorughout the towne / and euery man wold 

by the 3 hauc goon to their hameys / but it was to late / by the noblesse of 
thise iij. and of their company, was the Towne sone deliuerd of alle 
the Turke^<j / for they made serche eueiy house, and slewe as manv ^ 



1 
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as they conde fynde wt't^yn the Towne / Then sawe they in the and aii the 

hauen, liyng many vesselles / wherin they supposed was the richesse are suin. 

of the Towne. Than made they alle thise goode* to be departed 

4amonge» their company / and whan euery man was rewarded & 

vele logged / they made a lettir to their maister / and sent him 

worde howe they hadde done / ** praying hym, if it pleased hym, to 

come thider, or ellis to commaunde them his pleasirs." Whan fferaunt 

8 sawe the letters, he redde them with glad chere / and perceyued 

wele that his folke* had wonne Gayett, the moost stronge place Tiiis town is 

that was wet/tyn the Eeaume of Sizile / Than was he as ioyfult as 

any man might be / and toke suche company as pleased hym, and 

12 went vnto them / and, at his departync:, wrote a lettir vnto the 

Emperowr, shewing him alle this matier, how it was / and howe 

grete a wele it was for his Reaume ; ffor as long as the tiirkes had 

hen able to kepe that place, they might haue kepte alle the cuntre 

*fi aboute them in tribute, and wtt/iyn that lettir he had closed the 

lettir that had be sent hym by his iij. seruaunt^*. H Now leueth 

the tale a while to speke of them, & retoumeth to speke of Orkays. 

[Routhe it was, that he knewe wele that the sege was departed / tiuj Turkish 
but he knewe not in what maner / notwiVTistandyng he en- Orcays 
quered often / but noman wolde ^tellf? him, for the Emperottr {} if. 89, bk.] 
had commaundid so / and so he knewe wele, sith the segQ was 
broken, he coude not be delyuered wMout raunsome / wherfore he 
^ desired to speke with the Emperowr / and the Emperot^r went vnto 
him ; to whom he seide / ** sir, y knowe certaynly that fe sege fat 
was this before the Towne, is no lenger / wherfore y beseche you 
that ye wille entende to my deljrueraunce / and y promyse you that 
^ y shalt do my trewe deuoir to make the pees and accorde bitwene 
my lorde my fadir, and you " / " ff orsothe," saide the Emperowr / 
"it is alle othir wise than ye knowe; but entre in-to yondir litil 
chambre / and ij. or iij. of your folke«, suche as best shalle please 
2 you / and y shalt telle you suche thinge* as touche you right nere " / 
than went he in-to the chambre / and the Emperot^r called v. or vj. 
of his counselle wtt/i hym / and went in to Orkais, and saide vnto 
hym / ** my frende, for youre wele, it behoueth that ye be aduertised 
6 for suche thincje« as are befallen sith ye were prisoner" / than tolde istoidofthe 

death of his 

he him alle holly the dethe of his ffadir / the destruccdon of his tatherj 
folke«, what nombre was ded of them / Aftir, he tolde him the and of the 

loss of hta 

recouere of his place* / and of the takyng of his last place, that towns. 

was wonne agein by Surnome and his felawes. Than tolde he him 

L 2 




148 The Emperor refttscs for a Time tb let Orcays he ramomd, 

the grace tliat god had youen him, to be chosen a diffendour of i^ 
cristen feith ; and how he was Emperour ; wherby he was hounde 
to muyntene & encrese the cristen lawe. Aftir he had tolde Orkais 
Orcttys is not thls, he Stilde, vpon6 the request that he hade made vnto him for his 4 

to be admit- ' , , , , . ■• 

tejtowiiom delyueraunce / that he entendid not to put him to fynaunce, bifore 
peror lias he had bv f OTco rccouerd his inheritaunce / and than he wolde be 

retal«en all ^ ' 

towui^^" agreable to his delyueraunce / Orkais, hering thies tidyngc*, by the 
whiche he vndicstode the dethe of his ffadir / and of many a noble 8 
man that was vfiih him / wherfore he made grete sorow & lamen- 
taczon, & so did all^ suche of his folke9 as he had with him / so 
moche that noon of hem coude speke a worde. But at laste, a wise 
knyght of his seid vnto him, '' My lorde I suche be the aventures of 12 
this world / there is no man can be assured here, of parfit wele / and 
as for this losse, ye can not recouere it by yo?<r sorowe / Wherfore 
the best meane of remedy is, sith it is so fortuned, now to ouirpasse 
this sorowe / & to remombre the best waies for yo?«r self / for ye be 16 

As Orcnys is rightfult hoire vnto the Turke ; & his inheritaunce most descende 

now Sultan, " i.^i 

vnto you / and yowr abidyng here shaile gretly annoie you / and 
C» leaf 90] litil profit vnto the Emperowr that is here pre^sent. It is not Longe 
sith ye aduowed bifore Hym / if the Turke were dede, that ye wolde 20 
delyuere vnto his hande;^ as moche as the Turke shold leue you of 
this Eeaume ; wherfore, it is wele done now, that ye accomplissh 
yot^r auowo / and as for your delyueraunce, ye may apointe wit/i 
him to his pleasir / aftir yowr power " / " Trewly," saide Orkais, 24 
he declare* " that y haue promyscd and auowed, y am redy to holde " / the 

■tA Will IC^^AI^ 

iiis ororaise EmperoMr thankid him / " nathelees," he saide, " that he purposed, 
bin «iciiiuu neither be tretise nor apointeme?it, to recouere no place of his owne 

towns to the ^ * ' * 

Emperor. Reaume, but like as it had ben taken fro him by force / so wolde 28 
he Wynne it agein, or euir that he entendid to the deliueraunce of 
any prisoner that he had " / Orkais, hering this answere, wM the 
remenaunt of his sorowe, was passyng heuy and pensiff, and toke 
leue of the Emperowr / and retot^med to his logging / where he 32 
endured in grete sorow / til such tyme as ye shaile here-aftir here / 
fferaunt, as y haue seide you, did so wele, that he came saufly to 
the towne that his folke* had newly taken / where as his thre 
seruauntes ioifully receyued him / ye may wele wite there was grete 36 
ioie amonges them ; for he loued them thre as wele as they had ben 
his owne cliildren. Now shall y tell* you of the Tmkes ioWes that 
were retourned in-to their Cuntrees. [Illiiviimxtion : March ofTroo]ps 
from a City : haggage-xcaggons, footmen^ horsemen and Cliiefs.] ^^ 
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Any tymes bi-fore, hadde they retowrned wit/t grete glorie, The Turk« 
semyng to them that al the world might not endure ageinst home beaten, 
them / But now is it othirwise / for they retot^rned with 
4 heuy chere for their maister, that they had thus pitously lost for 
Jakke of corage. They that were in the coutre abidyng, hering and their 
this sorowfull tidinge« of ttie dethe of their lorde, coursed the houre there,*^^ 
that eulr suche fleers were borne, and hekie them as shamed men, 
8 without honour / and they that had lost their frendes, wolde iulle 

^fayne haue putt them to dothe / Thus wist they not whedir to go / p if.9o. bk.] 
but were fayne to hide them in their houses / as they that durst 
not be shewed / wisshyng that they had neuir departed out of 

12 Sizile / but that they had ben slayne whan their maister was / the 
sorowe was right giete ouir alle the Turke« lande, with alle his 
sogette^, whan they knewe the trouthe of his dethe / and that he 
had but one only sone, whiche was yit prisoner / thus had they have no 

16 no recomfort / for the moost part of the grete lorded that shold helpe 
to sustene them and comfort them, were dede in the co??ipany of 
their lorde / natheles, at last they toke hert viito them / and 
assembled the iij. estate throughout alle the lond, to take counselle 

^0 and auise vpone the goue?-naunce of euery contre & lordshipe / & of 
the deliueraunce of their yonge lord / and as they were for this 
nede assembled, came tidinge« vnto them of the grete losses that 
they daily had in Sizile / and of the good and stronge Towne that 

^4 the iij. felawes had newly conquered, as ye haue herde bifore, wher- 
of they were right sorowfulle / Nathelees they ordeyned vpon their 
othir businesse, holdyncj the Reaume of Sizile for lost / & alle the and hold 

. . ' Sicily lost; 

richesse that was cariod thider, as is bifore rehersed / thinkyng 
28 wele this losse might not be recouerd by them / wherfore they con- 
cluded to take aduise vpone the remenaunt of their charge / whiche 
the grettist was, to haue agein there yong Lorde that might goueme 
them / yn whom they hadde grete afl&aunce / wherfore they con- but they wieu 

^2 eluded to make a request vnto the Emperowr to haue saufcondite Orcays. 
for some of them to come to him / and purveide connynge officers 
of armes to be sent vnto the Emperowr / for the request of this 
saufcondite. H "Now leue we them with their charge, and retourne 

36 to the Emperour. 

This meane while the wynter passed, and the newe ceason 
approche / the EmperoMr assembled all his cou?2selle, and the 
Capitaynes, suche as he had moost affiauwce yn, and there 
40 was speche of alle his bessyuesse / and concluded that, yn the 
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moneth of lune, the Empe^'owr shold be in the felde, & his piiis- 
saunce, to conquere agein the remenauut of his places that his 
enemyes helde witAyn his Eeaume / among alle othir that were sent 
for / fferaunt was comen thider / and had lefte his iij. semauntes 4 
kepyng the place* tlmt they hadde wonne. ^wherof the Emperowr 
was sore troubled that they were not come / and so was faire 
lolante that loued hem ful hertily / and in esspecialle Le Sumome. 
wherfore she desired moche to se them, and so did alle othir ladies 8 
and gentilwomen ; and some of them seide unto hir, to trouble hir / 
for they knewe wele she desired moche to se them / that they herde 
sey / that, at the takyng of the place, Le Sumome was slayne / and 
the tothir ij. were wounded to the dethe; but ther was noon that 12 
wolde telle it to the Emperowr, for troublyng of him. This faire 
lady, heiyng thise tidynges, toke suche sorow at hir hert, that she 
might neither ete ne drynke / she thought alway that she sawe 
them bifore hir / doing hir suche S6?7niice as they were wont to do / IC 
and had in hir self y-nough of ymaginac/ons of the beaute and 
manor of their persones / and of the grete pite and damage that was 
of their deth / whiche, as she thought, was incomparable / and this 
thought was neuir out of hir mynde. hou be it, bifore hir fadir, 2C 
she couerd hir sorow as wele as she might ; But she coude not so 
wele couer it, but that he perceyued hir hert was not in ease / and 
he had no moo children but hir / wherfore it greued him moche 
the more to see her in that / So on a day he toke hir a-part, and 24 
asked hir what hir ayled / for he saw wele she was right heuy / 
and she thankid his grace, and saide there was no suche thing ; for 
gretely she dred to telle hym, in as moche as it was tolde hir 
secretly / and also, if he shold knowe therof, she wist wele / he 28 
shold make right grete sorowe.. The Empe7'o?^r was not content 
with this answere / but toke hir forth with hym in-to an Inner 
chambre / and wold nedes wite whi it was / than kneled she downo 
a-fore him / and bisought him, that what so euir she shold sey 32 
vnto hym, that he wold not be troubled ther-with / nor also to 
thinke in hir, that any fonde loue caused hir to haue the annoy fat 
she had, but only the grete losse & damage of him and of his 
Eeaume / than tolde she him / how she hadde herd say that Sumome 36 
sholde be slayne at the last towne that was taken / and his othir 
ij. felawes wounded to the dethe / and this was it that caused hir 
to bo so sorowfuH:, to thinke that so noble persones as they were / 
and by whom grete honowr and wele was come to him / and to his 40 
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Reaume, sholJe be now so sone ded & destroied / And whan the 
Empei'owr ^herde thise tidynges / he thought verily it had ben [Mf.0i,bk.3 
sothe / & had suche sorowe / that he lened him downe on his bed / The Em- 

' . ft» peror grieves 

4 and might not speke. he bade his doughter seude for fteraunt / she 'or the uewB, 
did so / and he came anone / and founde the Emperonr liync, his and has 

' ' r «^ OJ Ferant sum- 

yen f ulle of teeres / and coude not speke a worde to him / wherof «»o"d. 

fferaunt was meruailously abasshed / and kneled downe bifore him, 

8 biseching him to telle him / what hym ayled / for in alk his liff had 

he neuir see him in suche plite / for no losse that enir bifelle him. 

So atte laste the Emperot^r tolde him of thise tidinge^ wtt/i fulk 

grete payne / for his hert was so sore enclosed that he might 

12 vnnethe speke / and whan fferaimt herd this, he was sore abasshed / 
80 that he wist not what to thiuke / for the grete lone that he had 
to his iij. seruaunte« ; hou be it, that he had seen them sith / and 
lefte them wele y-nough at ease / than seido he to the Emperoui-^ / 

16 " trewly, sir, than are they dede sith my departyng / for y lefte Ferant says 
them alle hole & sauf / and if it were othir-wise, y wote wele y shold s Pnnces Rafe 

and sound. 

not long endure aftir them / for y haue noon honowr, but, next god, 
it Cometh me of them / wher-fore it sholde be right hard and heuy 

20 to me, if it were so / to make suche chere as y do / alas ! how shold 
y mow comfort an othir / and ther were no cause of comfort in my 
self" / "forsothe," saide the Emperowr, **y leve you wele"/ 
" trewly, sir," saide fferaunt / " the place they be yn is not to be 

24 lefte, but in the handed uf right trewe and noble men ; and that was 
the cause y lefte them there " / Than departed tferaunt from the 
kyng, and sent in alle haste a messanger vnto them / and praied He sends for 

thom« 

them to come vnto hym / and to purvey, so that the towne were 
^8 surely kepte / Assone as they herde thise tidynge^, they were right 
ioyfulle / and moche desired they to se the Emperot^r / and in es- 
specialle his faire doughter, to whom they were alle thre seruaunte^*? / 
and thus departed they assone as they might / and withy n litil 
^2 while came to fferaunt their maister / whiche was of them as ioyful 

as any man might be / and, assone as he might, brought them to the and takes 

tnem to iiie 

Emp67'owr, to whom he had no thing tolde that he had sent for Emperor, 
them / and assone as the Empe?*our sawe them / he chaunged sore / 

36 coloures / & toke them in his armes, eche one aftir othir / and 
neuir made them suche chere as he did than / and sent them forth- 
w^tt/i to his doughter / & whan she sawe them, she had suche ioie at and to 
hir hert / that she coude not ^a. grete while speke o worde, but p leaf 92] 

40 toke eche of them by the hande, and aduised them wele, thinkyng 
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in hir self, whethir it were a dreme, or matter of trouthe / and whan 
loiMitohM she might speke, die seide vuto them / '^fforsothey mj frendes, y 
•uchmwike sawe neuir yn my lif so liflj ded folke^ as ye be" / and they 
theSPrinoM answerd hir alle smylingly/ and saide / " forsothe, madame, we are 4 
n MS. tmyi- noon othirwise ded than we were wont to be " / and therw/tft 
came the Emperour to his dooghters chambre, and tolde them what 
was reported of them / and than knewe they wele that the giete 
chere that men made them, was for that eause / and fro that day 8 
forth, founde they them more bounden to the Emj^erour and to his 
faire doughtir, and also to their maister / than they had ben bifore/ 
and eche of them thought in their mynde, whan they coiide se their 
ceason, they wolde move him for the mariage of his doughtir / for IS 
they knewe noon like vnto hir in beaute / and alle othir vertues / 
H Now retourne we, and speke of the goode and noble Emperoure. 
The Emmror fTlHo Emperot^r Sent for his folkes / and by than they were 
force*, I assembled / it drewe vpone suche tyme as he had concladid If 

M bifore to take the felde, and so vndirstode him self right wele 
accompayned / and his ordenaunce was grete. Tlian went he to 
the next place of his enomyes, and bisegid it rounde a-boute / and 
wins his best made so sharpe assaute / that wiihyn litU while ]>e towne was 29 
the Turks by wonne / and for to put the remenaunt in drede, that helde any 

assault, 

place vfiihyn his reaume / alle tho that were w*t/?yn that towne 
were put to dethe / And aftir that / alle tho that kepte any othir 
place* were so dredefulle, that they had neither wille ne corage to '24 
holde them / but some stale their wey, and lefte the places allone / 
and some deliuerd them by apoiutement / The Empe?x>»r taried in 
and soon has no place to speke of / til he had perfot^rmed his conquest / and 
realm In his withyu lltil while, he had his reaume holly in his hande / The 28 
Emperour thus beyng on the felde / came vnto him the same 
tyme / the kynge« of armes that were sent to hym oute cf Turky, 
requiryng him for a saufcondite, like as was spoken of here to-fore / 
Thempe?*our was conseiled to agre tp this Saufcondite, in asmoche 32 
He grants a as he had accomplisshed his conquest / and so graunted a sauf- 
p If. 92, bk.] co^^^i^® ^^ CC. persones / And ^than he departed his armee, & 
to'trSt f(w a' retowrned to themperesse his wif, and apointed a day to assemhle 
truce. ^Y^Q estate* of his Reaume, to take auise of suche besynesse as he 36 

had to do / and there abode he in ioie and rest / til suche day as 
he had taken / Now cometh this Day of metyng of his estate*. And 
a litil bifore, were comen the Turke* folke*, that had noon othir 
charge but to put their yong lorde to fynaunce / and the EiuperoMr 40 
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had herd them bifore the comyng of the estate*. So when thise 
estates wore conieii / he made to assemble them vpoii a gret day in 
an halle / for there were many folke« / Than, in presence of them Tiie Emperor 
4 alle, he shewed his grete besynesse : ffirst, of the demeanyng of his Council about 
>varres, wherof he was in no surete as yit / af tir, of the delyuer- oIi his wnr, 
aunce of Orkais, and othir pnsoners that he hadde / for whiche o'Orcayg, 
cause the Ambassatot^ra came to him out of Turky / aftir this, spake «• managing 

•^ ' ^ ^ his Empire, 

3 he of the demeanyng of the Empyre / and that, for the grete warres 
that he hath had / he had not yit be in no place to receyiie none of 
the crownes that to the Empyre bilonged / " Aftir," saide he, " that 
ho is nowe bicome aged, and that he hath had in the warres grete 

2 payne to ti-auaille / wherfore it was nedefuUe for hym, fro hensforth, 
to se the meanes somwhat to be supported and holpen / But in case 
of nede, to do as welle as euer he did / with the good helpe of his 
suggette*. but what he mente he shold shewe them, whiche was, as 

[ 6 semed hym, to marye his doughtir to some mighti prince / by whom 4. manying 
he might haue aide and comfort to discharge him of his laborous loiante. 
troubles in his olde dayee / seyng also that she was of resonable 
yeres to be maried. Thies iiij. thinge* touched his hert right nere / 

*0 Requiring / that euerich of them wold take good auise hereon / 
ageinst suche houre as they shold mete ther agein." Aftir thise 
wordea seide, the empe?'our departed / and they that were of his 
pryve counselle, spake of thise matiers / whiche thought that two hib PHvy 

^^irt 1 II j»i 1.111 Council nay 

4 the first poyntes were but one / that was, of the warres that he, had iiis points 

^ '' ' . . .1 and 2 are 

hadde / and of the deliueraunce of Orkais and his othir p7isoners / only ouej 

for, by that one, that othir sholde be made / As thus / they semed, 

seyng the Empe?*o?/r had alle his reaume in his hande / that by the aUo that iie 

5 deliueraunce of Orkais he might haue a grete fynaunce for to helpe money by 
hym to his empyre / and by his delyueraunce, might he tike aOrcaysbe 
longe trewes of x. or xij. yere / and in the meane while might he „ ^^^ ' 
re^ceyue his crownes / and vndirstande the demeanyng of his should tiie» 

S Empyre / and what aide he might haue there / And than, this Empire; 
trewes ended / he might go aftir in-to the Turkea Land / and put invade 
him in deuoir to encrease the cristen feith / and in this meane 
tyme / he might wele entende to the mariage of his doughtir / In and then 

^ this wise, as I haue seide, they auised the Empe^'oi^r / whiche sone daugnter. 
agreed to their opinion touchyng his warres / and the deliuei-aunce 
of his prisoners / and the demeanyng of his Empyre / But he 
thought to vse othir auise touching the mariage of his doughtir, 

4^ seyng vnto them / " Kemembre ye what a valiaunt man is worth ; 



154 The Winner at a Three-days* Tov^mey, is to wed lolank. 

The Emperor for, sith the comyng of Sumome, as moche wele is fallen to vs by 
his worthynesse / as if the grace of the holy gost had lighte amonge» 
us / ffor, fro that day sith, we haue so moche be comforted and 
enhardyed, that they that bifore, no-thyng were / became moost4 
worthy / and moost valiaunt / And on that othir side / cine 
enerayes, that were worthy and hardy, haue lost corage and strengtlt 
Thus may ye se, what the body of one noble man is worth / and for 
asmoche as ther may cowardise be loggid in the hert of a right mighti 8 
kynge, aswele as in a symple pe;-sone, Therfore y wolde knowe, 
for the wele of you alle / hym that shuld haue my doughtir, for 
wants a brave a iioble man / for y hadde leuer she had the pore hardy / than the 
poor', for his riclie cowanle / for the wele of me, my Reaume, and of you alle .L U 

8on-in-law. ,,, ii-i -,... ,. 

had leuer she had one of the uj. straungers, that is to sey, Le Sa^ 
nome, Ector, or Athis / if they were of roialle blode / than the moost 
riche kynge that at this day is livyngo " / with thies worded, all« 
they of his counselle were right wele content / for they sawe wele it ft 
meued of grete honowr / and of his corage / and moche they thought 
here vpon / for they thought it right straunge to knowe the cok^ 



One of the of folkss I Nathcles, one of them auised hym, & saide thus / "hou 

Council . •' ' / 

be it, tliat to many folke^ it shold be right harde to knowe theStj 

comge and noblesse of suche princes as shalla desire youre doughtir 

ill inariage / yit it semeth to me right light to vndirstande / and y 

shall sey you hou / Me thinkith that alle that be here, are agreed 

to take long trewes / for the causes that haue be shewed / this 34 

suflrgestsa trewcs endurynge / if the Emperour do make crye an high and 

ney, bymeii myghty Towmay / wherin noon shalle towrnay, but if he be do- 

only, for sccndid from a roialle lyne / and that he make to declare the 

lolante. ^ "^ ' 

[» If. 98, bk.] ^mariage of his doughtir / and that who that shalt wynne the price 28 
thre daies, shalt haue hir / whiche shalt be a grete payne to any one 
man, to haue the Renomee by iij. dayes ouir alle worthy / thus 
shalbe knowen the moost victorious & noble / And if so be that one 
man wynne not the price alle the iij. daies, then shalt the Emperowr 33 
be at his choise / to cliese for hir whiche of them pleasith him 
best" / And whan they had herde this opinione, they loughe / hou 
be it, they thought it right wele.. saide / But among alle othir, the 
Emperowr was pleased wele thevwith j and was vttirly concluded to 36 
shewe it bifore the iij. estates of his Reaume / and what causes 

The Emperor meved hym / As he concluded, so he did / and shewed it vnto them / 

adopts this . . 

plan. with the iij. othir poyntes bi-fore rehersed / wherof they were alle 

right welo content / And as for the Towrnay that shold be for his ^ 



The Terms (f Ransom of Orcays, Ferabras, and other Turks. 155 

doughtir / they thought there phold none be there / but if he were 
of Roialle blode / and nere vnto the crown e / And than was it saide 
amonge* tlieni / that it was pite that Sumouie & his ij. felawes 

4 were not of the roiallc blode / and wisshed that Sumome had be so / 
and had hir to his wif / Such conclusion as the Emperowr had 
taken bifore, was affermed anionge^ them. On the morowe, the 
Einperowr sent for the Ambassatoures to come bifore hym / and The Emperor 

_ . sends for the 

o there they purposed for the deliueraunce of Orkais and thise othir Turkisii Am- 

" -^ '^ bttssadors, 

prisoners, and in like wise for the deliueraunce of kynge ffirabrace ; 
and there were they longe tyme / and coude in no wise accorde / 
and often tyme they wtt/idrewe them, & went to Orkais, that so 

5 moche desired his deliueraunce / that he rought not wele what he 

did / And atte laste they brought this worde, if that the iij. estates who propose 

' t • . r\ 1 • 11 m 1 1111 to i-ansoiu 

wold 80 assente, that it Orkais, and kynge thrabrace, and alle the orcnys, 

' . * I . K.Fei-abras, 

prisoners of their partie might be delyuered / they wolde in like a"<i o***®*" 

€ wise deliuere alle the pnsoners of thempe?'owrs partie, if any there reieaHing 

were / & also eif vi. walled Townea & Castelles, suche as the christian 

I o o 7 prisoners, 

Emperowr wold chese witAyn the Turkes land, Eeseruynge the IxurkisE 
chief Citees / and pay at one payment Vo. M*. fflorences / and to Z^e^'pa^ug 

Ohaue trewes for iij. yere / and here they to go in-to Turky, and flOTimJand 
bringe answere agein -withyn iij. monethes / and than to deliueie Jiar8"truw. 
hostage / at their comynge agein, to pay this money at one payment 
wiHiyn the yere / and the Townes and Castells to be deliuered -^in- [i leaf 94j 

4 to the Emperowrs Handes wit/tyn ij. monethes aftir / Hereto, at 
the last, agreed the Empe?'Our & the iij. estates / than departid 
the Ambassato?*rs / and sped them so, that withyn litil while 
they came into their contre / where as, sone were alle the nobles 

8 assembled / and there made they reporte, whiche was to them no 
thynge harde nor straunge, sauff yn one poynte / whiche was, tlie 
deliueraunce of their Townes and places in-to their enemyes handes. 
J^euertheles, kynge ffirabrace was there, and put him in suche k. Ferabras 

. . g*t» the 

2 deuoir amonj^es them / and made them suche exortacions, that, in Turks to 

" ' ^ agree to these 

conclusion, they were accorded / and whan it was thus concluded hard teruw. 
& accorded / they that hadde the charge, therwtt/* departed / & 
vfithjn litil while came ther the Emperour was / and by his licence 

'6 spake wt't/i Orkais / their yong lorde, whiche asked them hou they 
had spedde, and they tolde him alle / and howe grete peyne they 
hadde for the places that shold be deliuerd / He was right ioifull 
to here of his deliuerance / and prayed them, assone as they might / 

iO to make their report / Than required they to speke Vfith them- 
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perour ; and he grannted^ and made them to be brought bifore him 
and his counsels / & there made relacione, & offred to delyuere their 
hostage at the pleasir of themperour / themperovr was content to 
The Emperor holde his promvs / and puruaide, for the honour of the Turke, to 4 
MidTonrney holdo a feste duryng uj. dayes / and made a grete towmay, and 
the Tnioc. made to assemble the most parte of the ladies & gentilwomeb of 
his Kcaume / Orkais, knowyng certainly that his delyueraunce was 
concluded, was ioifull^ / He knewe also of the feste that the EmperourS 
had ordeyned for his sake / wherfore he was the more leef to abide 
that day / trustyng, for the loue of faire lolant, to do so that day / 
to be somwhat the more in hir grace / hopyng to baue hir to his 
wif ; and made request to the Eroperot^r to haue hors & hameys&U 
l)abilmente« for him / and xx" of his ioikes / Aftir this toumay 
wus cried / euery man desired to be ther-at / but among alle 
princet othir, Surnome and his ij. felawes put them in deuoir to be wde 
David, and apomtcd there ; and so were they, as if they had ben knowen kynga It 
sones / as they were / and though it were vnknowen to other 
folke«, yit echone of them knewe in them-self / what he was, whiche 
{} If. 94, bk.] made their herte^ the more highly coraged to be habiled ther-^aftir/ 
Thornghout the Eeaume was ther none othir speche but of ioie of 31 
the fest / for bifore, had they hadde but warres and trouble / Thus 
passed the tyme, eueri man in ioie & disport, til the ceason came 
that the Towrnay shold be. the night afore the towrnay, eueri man 
made his musters / as in suche cas bilongith / Than were the 31 
knighted and squiers departed / suche as shold tot^rnay, by notable 
auncient knights & kynge^ of armes, & heraudea that thereto were 
com77iytted / and they made euery man sette tlieir kageys at their 
don't show wvudowes / or at their gate* : and at a wyndowe were hanged the ft 

their arms, .. i o -^ ^ o 

but have shclde^ of the iii. ffelawes / but their propre armes were not knowen 

tlieir sliielda •' ' jt *- 

all of one therby, for in their shelde* had they nothyng but alle of one colowr, 
& writen theron their names / eueri man meruailed herof, and sup- 
posed therby that they were no gontilmen. Thise worde« came 31 
bifore the ladies, whiche were right sory to here suche speche / for 
wele they lugid, wit/tout grete noblesse of blood, there might not be 
in them suche honowr <fe vertu / and wele thei thought that they 
did it by-cause they wolde not be knowen / Eclie of them had in X 
colour the felde of the armes they to- here, whan the towrnay was 
thus ordeyned / and thies iij. had noon amies vpon their shelde« / 
oattf thV '^^ they were constreyned to swere bifore many noble men, if they 
oentieraen. Were gentilmcn or not ; and toke an othe that they were gentilnien/4l 
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and than seide they that herde it, their. werke« shewed it wele to be 
so / and eche one of them trustid in him self, that the Emperoi^r 
and alle his Eeaume shold knowe that he was a gentilman / Thus 

4 was enery man wele content. On the raorowe, bigan the tot^may / At the 
the ladies and gentilwomen were at the wyndowes / and they that 
shold tournay, came yn / every man on his side, as they were 
apoynted ouir even, then was the corde cut; and the trumpeter 

8 blewe up ; and euery man put him yn peyne to do wele. At this 
tottmay, were so many dedes of armes, and so grete strokes, that it 
were to longe to write them. It were to long, to reherce the grete 
noblesse and prowesse that Le Surnome and his ij. ffelawes did ; also the PHnces 

- . ^ f Philip, 

12 Orkais, the yonge turke, it were moche to reherce the grete actes David, and 
that he did, as he that was thorough thrilled with the nedle of loue / 
Neuirtheles, that side where the thre ffelawes were on, made alle 
othir to resort bifore them / ffor their ^mighty strokes and high p leaf 95] 

16 prowes, no man myght endure / and so wele thei did that day, that pt the 
ouir alle othir tliey were renomed : & next them, Orkais had the renown. 

•^ ' ' Prince 

name : but he might not compare vfOh noon of the iij. That day orcay« ^ 

' o XT J J comes next. 

had Surnome the price / and whan he came to daunce -with the 

^0 ladies & gentilwomen, he and his ij. ffelawes were so richely and so 
wele apointed / that as the sonne in clerenesse passith the mone & 
the sterres, so they iij. ouir alle othir bare the brute of that feste / 
Aftir them, as y seyde bifore, Orkais in alle thing passid alle othir / 

^4 this ffeste endured iij. dayes, & euery day bare Surnome the price / Prince puiiip 
Neuirtheles, he wold right fayne that eche of his ffelawes had hadde 
the price of that day / Nowe is this last day accoraplissht / and the 
grettist soper ordeyned, that bifore had be sene / In the halle was 

^ no crie, not speche, but of thies iiij. Aftir soper, the daunces began / 
and the prices were youen / euery man spake of Surnome / at eueri 
price were gyiien grete giftes and grete larges / a litil bifore the 
Emperowr shold be taken vp, a notable kyng of armes went vpone 

•2 a Cupbord on high / & made crie " pees " thre tymes ; and than was The Tmce 

between the 

the trewes publishid bitwene the Emperour and the Turke for iij. ^mperor and 
yere / Aftir this, made the kyng of armes an other crie, whiche was prochdmed. 
this / that for asmoche as the Emperour had in his tyme grete for- 

^6 ttines / and that Reaume was next vnto the enemyes of the feith, 
whiche hath caused him meruailous and huge warres / wherfore it 
was nedefuUe vnto him and to his Eeaume to haue one that sholde 
enherite aftir his daies / of grete nobles and vertu / seyng that he 

^0 had but one only doughtir, Therfore it was necessarie vnto him 
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for to allie hyra with sora man of grete corage / wherfore he did alle 
Tiie Emperor mon to wite, that at May, come twelue month, the xv. day, shold 

announces i-iii i ...,., 

the s-days* bejifynne a towrnay / and shold endure ui. daies / and that he wold 

Tourney for . *' . , . o i 

lolante, in gitf Jiis doughtlr, with giete part of his Keaume, to him that hest 4 

jnay twelve" 

The First shold do tho .iij, dayes duryng / so that there shold noon towmay 
s^dayTwiii ^^^^» ^^^ ^^ ^^ ^®^ ^^ roialle hlode, nigh vnto kynge^. Moreouir, 
win "her. doyiig them to wite / that if hy one man the iij. dayes were not 
acheued and wonne / he shold not he hounde to gif his doughtir, 8 
hut if it pleasid him / and also ther might noon to7/may there, but 
if he were cristened. This crie puhlissht / the kyng of armes 
descended / the daunces bigan agein / and eche man thanked god 
CMf.95,bk.] in his hert, of ^the trewes and good pees that nowe is in the 12 
Eeaume. This faire yonge lady, heryng the crie of hir mariage, vexe 
alle rede & shamefast / and also it forthought hir moche, that noon 
might tot^may wtt/iout he were come of roialle hlode / for she sup- 
posed wele, that noon of hir iij. seniaunte* might be resceyned at 16 
that towrnay. among alle othir, was noon more ioyfult herof than 
oronya thinks Orkais was / foT that he thought wele / that thies iij* that passid 
man. him, might not be at the toMrnay / wherfore he trusted to haue the 

price bifore alle othir / wherby he thought him self sure to haue 20 
that fair lady to his wif, that he loued so moche / thus concluded 
he in him self to rei naye his feith and lawe / and take him to 
cristen feith / where it shewed wele, loue, of more strength than 
Prince Pi)iiip lawc. On the tothir side, Le Surnome, fat herde this crie, was no 24 
to France, thing sory therof / for he thought wele to haue leiser y-nongh to go 
vnto his fPadir, and retowrne agein by that tyme, where he wolde 
and then re- not failc to be for allc the worlde / for there trusted he to wynne hir 
loUnte. that his hert moost desired / In like wise thought his .ij. felawes / 28 
for eche of them trusted that day to haue goode aventure / think- 
yng that noon of the tothir shold towrnay. This thought, egal and 
like, had eche of them / the night passed / and the disportes endid / 
eueri man went til his reste / til on the morow, that many ioXkes 33 
toke their leue / aftir their departyng / Orkais made alle his assur- 
aunce with the Emperour, and fulfilled alle that he had promysed / 
orcays takes and than toke his leue of him / of the Emperesse / and of their 

leave of . . 

lolante, and douffhtir / to whom he seide, "I truste to se you agein at this 36 

hopes to win o / > j o 

her. Towrnay / and I promyse you, on my trouthe, if y may haue suche 

fortune as y desire / ther can nothyng be so peynfult vnto me / 
but y woU do for yowr sake / and if the Empe?*owr yowr fFadir had 
not do make the crie that he did / y wolde haue spoken with him 40 



Prince Philip makes known his Resolve to return hrnne, 159 

bifore my departyng, in suche wise as y trust he shold hauo ben 
content Yfiih my request / but I wote wele, sith he hath made this 
ordynaunce ./ he may in no wise breke it " / This faire lady was 
4 alk shamefast, and no thing answerd hiui / thus toko he leve of hir 
and of alle the tothir ladies and gentilwomen / the Emperot^r con- 
veyed him, and did him grete honot^r / than toke their leve / & orcayg 
many of the Eniperours folke« conveyed hym forth / but ferthist of and"the » 
8 alle othir, the iij. ffelawes conveyed hym / for they were moche of escort bim 
an age / and alle of roialle blode / and moost comonly men seke 
^ their semblable / when tyme came they sholde departe, Orkais [Meafoc] 
saide vnto them / ** my faire f render, farewell / and y purpose to be 

12 here agein at this ffeste, at the whiche y thynke my self right wele 
vryd, that noon of you may that day tot^rnay / Neuirtheles, if any 
fortune or wele than bifalle me, y shalbe glad of youre company 
bifore alle othir " / eche of them thankid him ; hou be it, there was 
IC noon of them but thought to endure grete payne / or that he came 
to that he wende / thus they departed from him, and retoi^med to 
the EmperoMr / and so passed forth tyme, til on a day Le Sumome, 
Ector, & Athis, were gon to the felde to disport them ; and Sumome prjnce Phiiip 
^0 talkid to them of many thinges ; and amonges othir, he seide thus / and Hum- 
" my frendes, whan I departed out of my contre, and fro my pore ^ ^^^ 
fadirs hous / my principal! cause was for the renome of the warres 
of this Reaume / and specially to the wele of my soule, whiche 

"^ euery good man ought to desire / nowe is it, thankid be god, that 
this Reaume is recouerd, and grete & a long trews taken ; wherfore 
y purpose nowe no lenger to abide in this Reaume, but to go home that he 
to my ffrende* / whiche, y doute not, haue grete desire to knowe hou home? ^** 

•^ it is Yfiih me ; tfor y am sure they wote not whethir y be ded or on 
]yue. and for this cause most y nede^j leue yowr companyes, whiche 
sore forthinketh me / but that y may noon othir do." Than seide 
Athis, " by my trouthe, my niaister and felawe, youre departynge Prince David 

*2 sorowith me, and shalt sorowe me more than any erthly thing ; but, 
daies of my lif, where so euer I be, I shalbe alle youres / and yit 
may happe to come the houre that y shalt mowe deserue that ye 
haue don for me, whiche y neither haue, nor can deserue yit / and sory 

^6 y am that youre contre and myn be no nerre to-gedir. Neuirtheles, 

y shall' put me in deuoir to se you fuUe ofte, so that y knewe where 

ye dwellid, or of what folkes ye were come : and nowe y haue herd 

youre entent, I shalt shewe you myn / ffor, like as seide to-fore, and 

W for the same entent, I put me in the Arme of Scotland, for the 
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socour of this Eeaume, with othir / and now y se it in pees, my 
•ays he shall purposB is to drawe me in-to the Cuntre fro whens I came / ffor 
Scotland: now, thanked be god, the Empero/E^r hath litil nede of my seraice." 
and Prince " Nowe forsothe," seid Ector to Siimome, "if tout departyng4 

Humphrey , , , . , / .. , t' J b 

says lie shall aught to sorowe any body, it aught sorowe me / for by you haue y 
[» If. 86, bk.] ben ^ saued / and ye haue accepted me in-to jottr company, wherof 
y thought me right hapyy / and so wold thinke, if in alle my hf I 
might do thing that might be yot^r pleasir / and as long as ye had 8 
abiden here, I thought not to departe. But sith your pleasir is 
ffo to Eng- no we to departe, I wolt no lenger abide here / but go agein in-to 
the Eeaume of Englond, of whens y am ; and there shalbe neuir day 
of my lyf, but my body & goodes shalbe alle youres. iiuuwtinatbm.] 1! 
K this wise, talke the thre felawes, and diuised the manerof 
their departyng / and howe they might haue leue / and arguyd 
sore amongdtf them / whethir was bettir to take leue to-gedre / 
They resolve or cllis eche One by hym self / But at the last, they concluded alle iii. l^ 

to Uke leave , , , , . . / , , 

of Ferant all to-gcdrc to take leuc at their maister at ones / whan they might se 
him best at leiser. Thus withyn a day or ij. aftir, they waited on 
their maister at a soper / and aftir he had soped, they thre to-gedie 
besought him that they might speke with hym / and he, as abasshed, 20 
toke them a-part / thinkyng ther was som matier of displeasir / for 
neuir bifore had they desired to speke with him in suche wise. 

and Prince Le Sumome spake for them alle, seyng in this wise / **My lorde! 
it is longe that we haue ben in yowr seruice, wherin we haue had 24 
suche wele, and so grete honowr, that we can neuir suffice to deserue 
it / Natheles, in the mooste humble wise that we can, we thanko 
you," and therwit^ they kneled downc / and he made hem to rise 
vp agein / and Sumome tolde forth his tale, seyng, " my lorde, ye se 2( 
no we the estat of this Eeaume in suche cace / thankid be oure lord, 
that there is no werre, to the grete honour of the Emperot/r / and 
his Reco?nmendacion is spredde through the world / ye knowe wele 
p leaf 97] the long ^trewes that he hath taken / wherby he hath litil nede of 3i 
iolkes I And we be pore gentilmen straungers, whiche gladly wille 

tells Ferant, drawe to ourc pore frende* / for euery man aught to haue naturally 
loue to fadir & modir / and thies thinge^ considered, we be affermed 
& constreyned, by roasone & honour, to drawe vs home, and departe 3f 

and a»k8 his out of this cuutre / wherfore, humbly we beseche you, to licence vs 

them to go. to departo viiih the fauo?ir of your good lordshippe / whiche we 
moost desire, next the Empei'our " / It is not to be douted that this 
desire was as greuous at fferauntes hert / as he had felt him sore ^0 
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hurt wtt/i a spere / and not wtt/iout cause / alle his honour was by 
them iij., ffor he knewe wele at this day he was the moost renomed 
knyght of the world / and forthwith felle the water in his yeen / Fenwit weeps, 
4 and seide / " my dere frendes, wille ye leue me no we / haue y done suadethe 

,., Ill .. .« 11 three Princes 

any thmg that shold myscontent you wtt/* me / no, to my knowlage / to stay, 
and as for the warres of this Keaunie, they ar not yet ended / trouthe 
it is that there is a trews / but that shalt not long endure / and 

fi whan the warres shal begynne agein / y wold not haue lost yowr 
company, for no good, and also whan the werres begynne / we shalle 
entre in-to their Reaume, where men shalle se many grete dedes of 
armes / and alias ! so moche as y haue loued you / and so glad as 

2 y haue ben to encrece yowr honowres / hou be ye now content to 
departe fro me?" Le Surnome answerd, **my lord, we may haue 
leiser y-nough to be with oure frendes / and come agein or the 
warres begyyme " / whan fferaunt herd his worde^j & conclusion, he 

S departed fro them, and seide, " that on the morowe he wolde speke and promij.e8 
more yfiih them." It is no question if he were that night pensif next day. 
and fult of sorow. his folkes that were aboute him, sawe wele by 
him, that he hadde herd som thing that pleased him not / fferaunt 

pS toke his hors, and rode to the Empea^our / and tolde him fulle sorrow- 
folly thentent of his seruaunte^? / wherof the Emperowr toke right 

. grete sorowe & displeasir / and askid if any remedy were to with- 

: olde them / "trewly," said fferaunt, **nay" / "Than," seid the 

rEmperowr, **I shalt make them to be required be my wif, my 
doughte?*, and alle my ladies " / ** fforsothe,'* seide fferaunt, " alle that 

f botith not. But y auise me of one thing / It is so, that for the 
grete honowr ye haue don them / they be gretly bounden vnto you ; 

iB wherfor ^ye may wille them, seyng the mariage of yowr doughter p if.oT.bk.] 
shalbe yn May come tweluemoneth, that eche of theim promyse Jut^Em^or 
you to do yowr pleasir to be here at that tyme ; for they be yowr priliMfs to* 
seruaunteiJ / and euery seruaunt aught to honowr his maister / and the loiante 

^ 80 may ye require them that they do at that tyme / and whan they May^°*^ "** 
come agein, pe^'auentwre ye may so entrete them that they wille 
abide stille with you " / To this counselle agreed the Empe?'owr / and 
yn this purpose departed fferaunt fro him / and went to his loggyng / 

«6 and made that night as goode chere as he might / alt-though his 
hert were right sorowfult / and on the morow, aftir he had dyned, 
came his thre seruauntes to him agein, to know his pleasir vpon the 
request they had made him the day bifore / fferaunt answerd them 

<0 in this wise / " my frendes, notwithstandyng / that of yowr grete 

THREE kings' SONS. M 
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goode wille and curtesy, ye liaue done me such honowr as to repute 
you my seruauntej? / Natlieles ye be not so, for y neuir held my self 
worthy, nor of suche honowr, to haue the seruice of so noble men / 
hou be it, your company hath ben to me moost ioie / and fulle fayne 4 
wold y haue done you more honour / if it wold haue pleased you to 
Perant refers take it. J^cuirtheles, ye be nowe vfOh the Empcrowr : and he had 

the 8 Princes i , , , 

to the Em- you in suche chierte, that he hath put you vnto his doughter / 
whiche is the thing in the worlde that he loueth moost / and hath 8 
grete cause so to do ; for she is one ]>at can deserue loue, and the 
thanke of euery creature / and of thies two most ye take leue / and 
whan ye haue leue of them, ye and y shalle agree weH; y-nough" / 
they answerd that they " purposed so to do / and that on the morowe, 12 
with the pleasir of god, they wold go to him; and as they had 
grete cause to thanke his grace of his grete honoi^r and curtesie that 
he had shewed them / whiche was impossible for them euir to 
deserue" / so on the morowe they for-gate not, whan tyme was, to 16 
come to do their seruice to their maistresse as they were accostomed, 
whiche had herde of this matier / wherfore she was in grete trouble 
loiante weeps aiid aunoyc / and when she sawe them bifore hir at the table, she 
tended going, coude no[t] withholde the teres from hir yeen / In this dyner tyme, 20 
ete she nothing that did hir good / for wondrely wele loued she 
them, whan the Emperour had dyned, they iij. came to-gedre be- 
fore him / and, as humbly as thei coude, thankid him of the grete 
[1 leaf 98] wele and honour that, of his ^ grace, he had done them / and aftir 24 
shewed him, hou '*by the grace of god, and of high and good 
prowesse, and of his suggete«, he had his hole Eeaume peasibly ; 
and for that cause they alle were concluded, by his licence, nowe to 
drawe agein to their cuntrees ; for it was longe sith they sawe their 28 
frende^, or herd of them / whiche euery man of right aught to desire / 
wherfore they besought the Emperowr that it might please him to 
The Emperor gif them leve." The Emperowr made them many grete desires to 
stay; abide / and grete and large offres / but by no meane coude he 33 

remeue them from their purpose ; and he sawe that / and in con- 
and if not. clusion, he desired them to come agein to the toe^rnay / that shold 
the Tourney be made for the mariage of his doughter / and seide vnto them / " al- 
though that none of you iij. may tournay there, I shall make othir 36 
towmays and ffestes, where yowr worthynes shalbe showed w»t^ 
many othir noble men / and also ye know wele it is the custome, 
euery man to be redy with his seruice to his maister and maistresse 
at any suche ffeest, and ye be reteyned vriih hir / wherfore ye aught 40 
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in no wise than to faile hir" / AUe thre of one wille made hym The s Princes 

,.«., 'Ill 1 1--1 1 agree to come 

proniyse & otne, that if they were in helth and at their large, they back in a 
wold not faile to be there agein at that day. On this condiciown the 
4 Emperour licenced them to departe. Thus toke they leve of hun / 
and went to the Empe7*esse to take their leve ; wherof she was right 
sory / & ther toke they their leve / and went to their niaistres / and 
tolde hir hou they had taken leve bothe of the Empe?*oz^r and of 
8 thempe?'esse / and eue?'iche of them ofFred him-self to aventure body, 
liff, and goode^ in hir seruice, for hir pleasir and honowr / This 
yong Jady answerd them \fiMh fulle sorowfulle hert / " I pray god, 
my f render, condiiyte you, & sende you asmoche ioye and honoz^r as princess lo- 

12 eche of you is worthy to haue ; and then shalle ye be largely sped / them weii. 
and that shalle alway be my prier " / and thus departed they out of 
the chambre / [alle folkes] when they herd here-of , wepte full sore, 
and sorowed / for wondrely wele were thies iij. felawes belouid wet// 

16 euery creature; neuirtheles it might noon othirwise be / Thies iij. 
felawes went to their loggynges til on the morowe / Themperowr sent 
eche of them iij. M.* scutes and ij. coursers / and the faire lady, his 
doughter, sent eche of them a purs & a dyamant. In the momyng 

20 toke they leve of alle their co7?zpany / and eche of them toke leve 

of othir / whiche departynge was ^ right sorowfull, for eche of them [i if.98,bk.] 
loued othir as bretheren. Thus leue y them, euery man takyng his ^u for hu" 
way / and retourne agein to the Emperour. iiiiumin.: Emperor^s reception.} ^"™®* 
E hjiue herd bifore, hou the Emperour was concluded to go 
to Rome & to othir places / where he shold resceyue the 
Crownes of the Empire ; and as he had concluded, so he The Emperor 
did, and departed toward them assone as he might, where he was 

28 resceyued of alle the lordes of the Empyre / ffor his renome was so 
spred ouir alle the worlde, that euery man desired to se him, and 
knowe who he was / they had him in grettir fauowr than they had 
bifore. and the lordes askid him of the demeanyng of his warres / 

32 and he tolde them the trouthe, & forgate not to reherce the noblesse 
of Le Surnome and his ij ffelawes / Aftir his coronacion, he toke his 
way to millayne, and was crowned ther agein / & from thens departed is crowmi at 
and went to Rome, and helde there a grete court, and there soiowmed 

36 a long while, where he was resceyued of the Pope and alle the Car- and is wei- 
dynalls v:iih grete ioye / and whan he had cowtynued there as long as Home by the 
it pleased him, he retowrned agein in-to his contre / where he made He goes 
grete purueaunce agein st the towrnay / whiche began fast to approche. prepares jor 

40 & he made thorugh alle the Towne, the loggynges to be apointedj and 
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dressid iii the best wise / and euery man applied him so wele / that 
alle thing was sure & redy. Euery prince & lord that was of roialle 
hlode, that had herd the crye of this Towrnay, and knewe also the 
grete renoun of this ffaire lady for whom the tot^rnay shold be / 4 
aredyed them the moost richely that they coude, to be ther at that 
day. But ouir alle othir, Orkais, the ^yongo Turke, had desire and 
wille to shewe him self at this ffeste. he was so sore taken yvith the 
loue of this faire lady / that he was yn fulle will^ to bileue in the 8 
la we of Ihesu crist / the gretist drede he had, was, hou he might 
briuge this aboute by the agrement of alle his suggettes / whan he 
was comen in-to this centre, he was resceyued as to his estate 
belonged / and euery man had grete trust in his p«*sone / for that 1 2 
they sawe him alle othirwise in his maner and condicioMns than his 
ifadir had ben bi-fore. Alle thestate* of his Eeaume came vnto him / 
for eche of them desired gladly to se him / he was right large & 
courtaise / and moche conue?-saunt with the noble men of his 16 
Eeaume / and many tymes they asked him of the warres, and of 
the maner of the cristen folkes, in whos bander? he had long tyme 
bene. Orkais tolde hem the trouthe / and rathir seid more of 
honoe^r, than lesse, to thentent to drawe the herte^ of his people the 20 
more to that bileve / and seido veriily, " that he bileued, that if the 
god that the cristen folkes worshipped, had not ben their helpe / it 
had ben impossible for them euir to haue recouered." Than tolde he 
them in what caas the Cezilians were / and of their pore corage / 24 
and howe that, by one only man, they were sodeinlye transmuted in 
to the moost ^aliaunt nacion that at this houre was cristen / and 
hou aftir that, ij. othir were comen, by whom, yfiih the helpe of the 
first, was the destruccton of his ffader, & dethe of alle them of his 28 
lawe, whiche thought him a thing ouir me?'uailous / and so moche 
preised he the cristen feith, that his folkes thought wele he had some 
plea sir therin / and some of them seide that " the cristen god was 
more worthi than their god that they bileued on " / and so moche did 32 
the yonge Turke by his wordes, wit^ contynuaunce of tyme, that he 
sawe & knewe verrily that, suche part as he toke, the most part of 
his reaume wold take / wherof he was as ioifull as he might be / 
and thervpone ordeyned his habilemente^, the moost riche \ai had 36 
be seen in that reaume / & thought to take viiih him the grettist 
parte of princes & Barons of his reaume, to thentent that they shold 
be cristened viiVi him / and he trusted verrily by this dede to con- 
quere this faire lady / whiche in liir tyme was very mirro?*r of alle 40 
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othir fair ladies / Many men askid him whider he wold go, and he 
seide, his entent was to go the ffeest of thempcTonr, wtt/i whom he 
had ben prisoner, & was in his Daunger by the places that he helde 
4 in his contre. wherfore he wolde do him honowr and pleasir, to 
thentent he might hjiue his places the sonner agein / ^and to take a P if. 99,bk.] 
Lenger trewes vriih him / " for I propose nomore to Wane wtt/i him. 
They that herde him, were right ioifulle of thies tidynges. they that Orkaia'scom- 
8 had apomted to go wit/i him / habiled tnem-self as nchely as they grandly for 
coude, and so wele, that the yong Turke thought him-self there siciiy. 
sholde come neither kynge ne prince at that day bettir appointed 
than he and alle his people shold be / he purwaide so that alle thing 

1 2 was redy longe bif ore the day of his departyng ; and in his mynde 
he dred noman; sith that he knewe wele the iij. se?'uauntes cf 
fferaunt might not tumay, he thought him verily assured that the 
faire lolant shold be his wifP. Thus passed forth the tyme alle in 

16 ioie, trustyng in goode auenture. And thus shalle we leve a while 
of hym, and speke of the iij. ffelawes that were departed eche fro 
othir / and euery man hielde his way vfiih grete sorowe and payne, The s Prince* 
contynuelly remembrynf:^ the faire lolant / whiche eche of them iiomeward, 

i--i»-r» T 1 11 1. each wishing 

20 trusted to haue to his wif, Kemembryng also the bounte of the for loiante. 
Emperowr and of the Empe^-esse / and aftir, they thought on their 
curtaise maister, and of the fortunes they had there / and aftir, 
remembred hou they shold come agein in-to that Eeaume, and hou 

24 the Empe?*our shold meiniaile to se them come agein, like kynges 
sones / and in esspeciall, fferaunt, whiche hadde reteyned them so 
long in sei*uice /and so shold their ij. ffelawes that most be there 
that day, whan they shalle saye how long they haue ben ffelawes 

28 vnto a kynges sone / and eue?'ich of them had his thought bie his 

two ffelawes. [illumination: a King, or Noble^ receiving and embracing a young Man,"] 

Owe shall y telle you of eche of them, hou they arryued in 




their marches, and first shalt y speke of Surnome, for he Prince Phi- 

32 Jl. 1 was the first, that departed & lefte his fadir for the seruice of 

god, and also was the first that came agein in-to his countre. whan 

Surnome was passed out of the Eeaume of Sizile, he called a yonge 

gentilman vnto him, that was ^^vith hym / and saide vnto hym / pieafiooj 

36 "my frende, I shaH pe?*auenture be ashamed if ye sawe the pore 

place of whens y am comen / wherfore ye shalle departe home agein sends back 

, .« , r 1 1 -1 his attendant 

m-to yoMr contre ; and y gii you my horses, sauf only that y ride with hoiws 
on, & my hameys, and ij. C. scutes, that yit are bilefte me ; & I 
40 pray you that ye abide in the Eeaume of Sizile til tyme of the 
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towmay / at whiche tyme y trust to be ther, vfi\Ji the mercy of god. 
neuirtheles, if ye may liaue any bettir maister, or othir good fortune 
in the meane tyme, y pray you leve it not for me " / This yong 
gentilman, that herd his maistcr thus speke, thought wele it came 4 
him of noble corage / and sory was to departe out of his company / 
Prince Phi- and seide vnto him / " si>, for codde* sake be not a-shamed of me / 

llp'8 attend- /jo ^ / 

ant begs for for whoos souc that cuir ye be, v had leuer be in yowr company 

leave to stay . * r j 

with him, than in the company of the grettist man of the world." Sumome 8 
thanked him, and saide / " I shali discouer me now to you / I am 
a gentilman of roialle lyne ; and that y trust shall be knowen or the 

butisrefuaet'. Towmay be ended / But y most go now in-to suche places where as 

I wilt no company" / his seruaunt than departed / and thanked 12 
him of bis grete gefte*, and retowrned agein in-to Sizile / No we is 
Le Sumome alle alone, and kepith forth his way in-to ffraunce / and 

Prince piiHip w/t/iin fulle litil while knewe certainly that his ffadir was ded / 

)iear8 of ' 

hit father's wherof he was fulle sorrowfullc. also he was ascerteyned that fe IG 
queue his moder was alyue, and his vnkle, the Due of Burgoigne 
was Eegent of ffraunce ; with whom he thought to speke vnknowen / 
and so rode he forth to Parys, viiiU a visowr bifore his face, and 
acqueinted him vfiili a seruaunt of his vnkells / and besought him 20 
to fynde the meane that he might speke w*t7< him vnsayne / This 
se?'uaunt came vnto the Regent, and seide vnto him / " my Lord, 
here is a yong man in this towne that will not she we his visage, 
whiche hath desired me that he might speke vfiih you secretly " / 24 
The Regent, vpon thies wordes, thought moche what it might be, 
and asked, of what fassion he was / " Iforsothe," seid [the] seruaunt / 
**the moost goodly persone that euir y sawe" / '*I shall telle the 
what thou shalt do," said the Regent, " Soone in the evenyng, brynge 28 
hym in-to myn Inner chambre, & there here him company til y 
may be at leyser to speke with him " / Like as he commaundid, was 
it done, and at the houre apointed, this yong man was brought yn / 

\} If. 100, bk.] and the ^chambre avoided / and whan the Regent knewe therof / he 32 
made his seruaunt to take a light / and nomoo went in viiih him / 

and,un- And assouc as Le Sumome sawe him, he did him reuerence, kepync 

known at 

first, ims an alway stiUc the visot^r bifore his face / and whan he came nere 

interview *' ' 

witiihisUnj him / he tolde him the cause of his coniy?^ge was to put him in 36 
of Burgundy, knowlagge that " the kynges sone of fraunce, that departed out of 
the londe suche a tyme, was not ded, but in good helth / and 
that he trusted for trouthe he shold withyn short tyme here 
tidyngcs of him / and to disclose the trouthe vnto him, he came 40 
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liim-self from the place that he was yn." whan the Eegent herde 
thies tidynges, he shewde not the high chere of a prince, but streyned 
le Sumome in his Armes, and saide / "A, my frendel ye haue 

4 brought me grete ioie ! sith the sorowfuU losse, herd y neuir so 
ioifulle tidynge*, whiche is more than iiij. yere passed " / and with 
tides worde^j, the teeres raune from his yen / bothe for ioie and pite. 
and saide, *' my frende, if it please you, I pray you telle me the 

8 trouthe, hou it is vriih him ] " Le Surnome hadde pite of his vnkelt, 
and coude no lenger kepe his visage couerd, but toke his visoz^r Prince Phiup 
away / and whan the Eegent had auised him, and remembred the visor, 
age of his 2^evewe, and the fetures of his face / and than knewe 
12 verrily that it was he / And for the ioie therof, so sodeinly he vu- 
closed his he^rt, that he was almoost in a swoune / so that he might 
not speke / and whan his hert came to him agein / he kneled downe hib uncie, 
bifore him, and toke him in his armes and kissed him, so that he Burgundy, 

kisses him 

16 wette alt the visage of his nevewe vfiih teeres that felle fro his yeii, and weeps for 
and sith saide vnto hym, " alias, my lorde, and alle my ioie ! where 
haue ye be so longe ? / alias, myn owne lord ! yout sorowf ult f adir 
had neuir ioie sith yoz^r departyng / grete synne haue ye for his 

20 dethe / The sorowes of this Eeaume that hath ben for you, ben ouir 
moche to reherce / But now sballe alle tho sorowes be chaunged into 
loy. Alias ! how shalt my lady yo?«r modir knowe of this ioifutt 
recoue?'e ? / I trowe, whan she shalle first knowe it / the chaunge 

24 shalbe so sodeyn that hir hert shalt breke for ioy / My lord, y 
wote not what y shalt say / or how y shalt auise you of yoz^r demean- 
yng / WiUe ye that y calle yn the company that is yonder in my 
chambre, whiche, whan they se you, shalle haue more ioy / than sWe 

28 the re^menaunt of yoz^r Eeaume haue had sith jout departyng." [Meafioi] 
" £faire vnkle," saide Le Surnome, " I shall6 telle you alle my demean- 
yng sith my departir hens / and whan ye haue herd my tale / ye 
shalle avise me as ye thinke best / and by youv counselle will I do " / 

32 After thies wordes, began he to telle of his departyng / and of his JJe teiis ws 

' ° X- ./ o / Uncle all liis 

comyng in-to the Eeaume of Sizile, and lefte no thing vntolde, sauf adventures, 
only that he had done with his owne hande« / and saide / " myn 
vnkle, my departyng oute of this Eeaume was for this cause / my 

36 lord my ffadir, (whoos soule god pardone !) wold do noon helpe nor 
socours to the Eeaume of Sizile, whiche was in way to be lost, 
which caused me to departe so allone " / and tolde his vnkle so forth, 
by & by, forgate not specially the ij. seruaunte« that were \iiih his 

40 maiste?', to reherce the worthy ncsse of them / and ho we the warres 
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were ended a grete parte by their prowesse / and howe the trewes 
holdith yit for ij. yere / and half / and howe the kynge of Sizile, for 
and aboQfc his noblesse, was chosen to be Kmpe^'Oi* r / and how he hath the 
lante, fairest lady of the world to his douglitir / and the best / and of the 4 

age of xviij. or xx" yeres / " and the Enii)e?'OMrs desire is, aboiie alle 
thiiige^?, that she be accompayned vfiili a noble man / wherfore, to be 
the more certayne, he hath made crie a towmay, whiche shalbe kepte 
in may next comyng / and but yif one man may venquyssh the 8 
To?frnay iij. dayes / the Emperot*r shalbe at his liberte to chose the 
best of them, and ther may noon toe^rnay, but if he be borne of 
roialle lyne, knowen & named / and forasraoche as y haue long tyme 
se/nied there vnknowen, I bane the more desire to be ther at that 1 2 
day / ffor y shaH put me in as grete deuoir and payne as y may 
And hi8 love endure wit^ lif / but I come to that wele / ifor it is she tliat hath 
my hert assured in hir se?'uice / and long hath ben / for she is 
incompay'able ; Wherfore I haue affermed my self to be there / And 16 
iiowe, sith y vndirstond the dethe of my lord my fadir, ye shalle here 
myn auise. The terme is short, and but litille vnto that day / 
wherfore me thinkith best to be vnknowen / ye are jouv self yit of 
resonable age / and haue neither wif nor childe / and men holde 20 
Prince Philip you heyre of this Reaume / wherfore 1 wolde, if it pleased you, to do 
to go to the SO moche for me as to be at this Towrnay / and to make alle folke^ of 
as if for io- this Rcaumc to beleue / that ye entende to haue this faire lady to 

yowr wif / if youv fortune be suche / and, y pray you, were suche 24 
[» if.ioi,bk.] deuises as y shalt desire you ; ^and in the meane while, y shaS kepe 
me in suche place^j as ye thinke best y may be vnknowen ; and ye 
and to wear shalle go in suchc astate as bilongeth vnto a kyng : and my barneys 

annourlike -,,, , ^ iiinj > t i- t , l •» e%c% 

hi8. and abylementes for my body shalbe trussid forth as yours / And 28 

the dayes of the towmay / y shal arme me in jouv pavilione / and 
ye shalle put a visowr ouir yo?ir face, and serne me at the toMmay. 
and at the ende therof , 111 do any thing wele, alle be tymes y shalt 
make me to be knowen, whiche shalbe the grettir ioie to suche as 32 
wold y wele did / and y trust there be none othir there that knowe 
me, but wold be glad to wite me do wele " / The due of Burgoigne, 
heryng alle his tale, herkened him fulle gladly, remembryng wele hou 
he had herde that by iij. yong men, straungers, the Eeaume of Sizile 36 
was gretly holpen / wherfore he thought wele, by the tale of his 

The Duke Ncvewc, that he shold be one, wherof he was right ioyfuS / and the 
bettir willed to go. hou be it, he thought alle folke^ wold iuge his 
age was nothing accordyng to haue that fair lady / wherfore he 40 
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praide his Nevewe to take thadiiise of vj. or vij. moo of his preuy 
GOUDselle, whiche shold be nedefulle, aswele for the purveaunce of 
their going forth, as for any othir cause, wherto Le Surnome was 
4 agredble / and at night wold haue departed / but his vnkle wold 
in no wise lete him / but made the chambre to be avoided ; & fat prince Philip 
jiyght lay ther to-gedir / and the Eegent slepte not moche, he was Jieep to- 
so ioyfuUe / he thought it shold be but a dreme / it was so Newe 
8 vnto him, that he coude not wele bileue that he sawe & herd / He 
rose be tymes in the momyiige / and so did the kynge / and than 
was called yn to the chambre alk suche as the Eegent wolde name. 
and there was discouerd vnto them alle the matier vpone grete othes 

12 & charge, there may noman thinke of more ioy than was at that 
tyme in that chambre. This ioy w£is by dewed with teeres of pite / 
And aiter, whan they vndirstode the pleasir of their yong kynge, 
they were alle concluded to his avise & pleasir, and made the due of 

16 Burgoigne to be published thorugh the Eeaume, that his en tent was The Duke of 
to go to this to«rnay / in asmoche he had neither wif ne childe, prlKuH 
nor coude here no tidynge^ of the <kynges sone / wherby the Eeaume gptothe 
might falle in-to othir lynage, wherof many incowueniences might » wife. 

20 growe / wherfore he purposed, in eschuyng of suche Inconuenience, 

to dispose him to be maryed. ^ Many men saide that he did wele ; V- i<»f io2] 
and som saide ** nay / for he might haue ben maried to lesse charge 
of his Eeaume & lesse iubardie of himself : what nedeth him, of his 

24 age, to put him in a tot/may ? The kynge of Inglond had ij. faire 
ladies to his dough ters ; and w^t7/outen any iubardy he might chose 
whiche of them that pleased him " / suche argumentes were anionge^j 
the people / Natheles, the Due of Burgoigne toke litelle hede to suche 

28 wordes / but put him in deuoir and diligence, that alle thinge was 
redy longe bifore the day / The yong kynge made to ordeyne 
richesses y-nough / so that he might kepe estate inco7wparable there 
to any othir / for he trusted his fortune shold be to haue that / 

32 that alle other shold faile of / ffor his hert was highly and surely 
set, &c. Now shalle we leve of him a while / and speke of Ector, 
how he did aftir his depa?*tyng from his ij. ffelawes. inhmination.^ 

E rode fulle pensif and soroufulle yn his hert, for their depart- Humphrey, 




yng / Also fel in remembraunce of his owne departyng out England, 
of his cuutre, & how many noble mennes sones hiid be lost 
for his cause / wherfore he thought / the ffadirs wold dedly hate 
hym, whiche brought him in grete drede and annoye / and con- resolves to 
40 eluded in him-sclf that he wold not be knowen til he vndirstode J^nown uii 
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lie can judge how they toke his departyng / and how they wold be content vfiih 

ofhiswel- I n j» 1* 1 1 1 J 

come home, his comynge / So fortuned, that he had a gentiunan of Sizile in his 
company / which e was right wise, as he had fonnde in his right 
He consults goode counselle in diue^'se thinge« bifore / wherfore he thought to 4 
friend, discouere vnto him alle his matiers / and tolde him what he was, 

[I If. 102, bk] and how he was departed oute of his Eeaume, & xiiij. ^of the 
grettist Lordfs sones of the Eeaume wtt/i him / " wherfore," saide 
Ector, " y am gretly in drede of the hate of their ffadirs / But what 8 
so euir befalle me, I most nedes be knowen thei-e." The gentilman 
of Sizile was gretly abasshed whan he vndirstode his maister / he 
was also right glad to knowe his maister of so noble birth / sayng 
vnto him / " my lord, y thanke god that he hath youen me grace 12 
to be nowe in jous se^niice, & .1. shalt say you what y thinke best / 
who Bayn that ye conclude you in no thinge til ye be entred in to the Eeaume 

* Wait tin o *> 

you get to of Inglonde. By than shal ye here suche tidynge*, as ye shalle more 

England, to . •• 

hear tidings.' surcly take yourc auise vpone / and, in the meane while, pluk vp 16 
yowr herte, and take no thought ; ffor y trust, at yowr comyng, the 
kyng and alle the Eeaume shalle be so reioysed / that they shalle sette 
litil by the losse of the Eemenaunt that were in youre company / 
for perauenture the kyng and the lorde* shalle luge that they were 20 
the cause and meovers of jouv going " / " The thing," saide Ector, 
" that y haue moost yn drede, ys, lest that the kynge haue taken 
suche displeasir iviih my departyng / that he wolt not se me nowe / 
whan y come / nor no thinge departe wtt/i me, to appoint my self 24 
like his honot/r, to be at yondir Toumay / whiche is the place of 
the worlde that y desire moost to be at " / " fforsothe," saide the 
gentilman, " ye haue right " / And with suche talkynge passed they 

They r^h forth the wcy , til they came in-to the Eeaume of Inglond ; and the 28 
first Towne they came to / they mette with a grete procession / 
euery man goyng barfoot in their prayers, wtt/t grete deuocionc, as 

and are told it scmcd / Ector asked the cause of this p?'ocession / and they saide 

of the King's ' o.i 

mortal ill- for the kyuge, that was so sore seke, that noman coude promyse 33 
him liff / wherfore there was made general! p?'ocession thoroughout 
the Eeaume / for of his dethe, the Eeaume shold haue to grete a 
losse / seyng he had noon yssue a lyue but ij. doughters / wherby 

The Realm u the Eeaiimc shold stande in grete trouble / and likly to falle in the 36 

ill trouble, ^ / «. 

handes of straungers / whiche was grete pite / nor the kynge had a 
sone, as goodly a prince toward, as any was o where / and right 
gretly biloued / & right wele coude deserue it, as any man a lyue of 
his youthe, and a iiij. yere passed he departed from hens / anil 40 
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many a Grete Prince* sone of this Reaunie with him / and neuir sith as its Prince 

lifts iiofi hfH^ii 

was ^herd no tidingo^ of them / wherfore the Reanme is in grete heard of lor 
trouble / and neuir sith had ioie / and many suche processions haue [i leaf los] 

4 ben made sith that tyme for him / and the kyng himself had neuir 
good day sith " / Ector askid his hoste, of what age he supposed the 
kynge« sone was. " Be my faith, sir," saide he, " I suppose of 
youre age, if he be a lyue ; me thinkith y coude not bettir liken 

8 hym, bothe in length and resemblaunce " / " how trowe ye," saide 
Ector, " wold not the kynge be glad, and the Reaume, of his comyng 
agein, if he were a lyue ? " / ** yis, y dare sey," saide his hoste. " The 
hole Reaume wold make a fyne of half they are worth, to haue him England 
12 acein." Thies wordes pleased Ector moche, and caused him to ride iiaif its wealth 

, to have its 

the remenaunt of his iotamay more ioyfully than he did afore / and Prince again, 
spedde him so, that withjn litil while he came to london / & loggid 
hym yn an Inne / his viso?^r alway bifore his face / and enquered 

16 tidynge* of the kynge : it was saide he was so seke that noman 
coude promyse him liff / than sent he his man in-to the Towne to 
enquere ferther / and made him to go vnto one of the lordes, that 
had lost one of his sones with hym, & telle hym that " he was of the 

20 Reaume of Sizile / and that he had late spoken with folkes that 
had seen the kynge of Inglande* sone a lyue / and hole, but he is 
yit prisoner" / This gentilman went forth, and did his message to Prince Hnm- 
the Erie of Warrewik / and the Erie askid hym / " my fErende, say "ewa of iiim- 

24 ye trouthe? may any man speke with him that hath toldo you ^ariof war- 
this ? " / " fforsothe," saide the gentilman, " y trowe y wote where he 
is / and I am sure he wolt iubarde his hede of that y haue saide " / 
** If this be trewe," saide therle, " no fors of alle the remenaunt of 

28 his company / for they were cause of his goyng " / than toke he 
him by the hande, and brought him in-to a chambre nye to the 
kynge / & made him tary there ; and went him self in-to the kynges 
chambre, and tolde tlie kynge hou he had founde a gentilman of 

32 Sizile ; and tolde him what tidinges he had brought. The kynge who teiis it 

LO ill 6 olCJC 

made calle him yn / and herde his tale to an ende / and than he King. 

helde vp his handes to god, sayng / " A, my blissed creatowr ! y 

haue alway requyred thy grace, that y might se him er y dide / and He prays that 

36 right so, y biseche the that y may." whan the gentilman sawe the |;lj^**'} »8*^" 
kyng so desirous for to se him / he toke the Erie a-part, and saide <^^«»- 
vnto him / " sir, y shal tel you tidynges that yit shalle please you 
bettir / ^sir, he is in good Helthe, for y sawe him but late, and pif.io8,bk.] 

40 spake with him, and I am his man / and he sent me hider to 



172 



Pn7iC0 Humphrey is welcmnd hy the Earl of Wanvick. 



The King 
bids Lord 
Warwick 
fetch Prince 
Humphrey 
to hiin. 



Lord War- 
wick goes to 
Huinplirey, 



and blesses 
the hour of 
bis return. 



[} leaf 104] 



knowe wliat men saide of him / and he hath grete desire to come 
hider agein / but he knoweth not wethir his ffelawes be dede or 
a lyue / wherfore he is in grete drede of the kynges displeasir / and 
of the evil wiH: of you, and of othir grete Lordes of this lande / 4 
whoos cliildre went with hym *' / And whan the Erl herd this, he 
was so glad, he coude not sey a worde to the gentilnian, but went 
streight to the kynge / and tolde it hym, wherof the kyng was 
ioyfuH as he might be, sayng vnto hym, " fEaire Cosyn, y pray you 8 
make suche pt/rveaunce as ye thinke may be nioost for his honouT ; 
and dispose yowr-self with suche company as ye thinke best to go 
for him, in what Eeaume so euir he be, and brynge him vnto me 
assone as euir ye may " / Than depa7'ted therle vnto his loggyng / 1 2 
<fe this gentilman with him / and whan they were there, tlie gentil- 
nian seid vnto him / " sir, ye nede make no grete p?*rveaunce / for ye 
haue not right ferre to go / ye shalle nede to saddle no hors therfore, 
but it please you, for y can bringe you thider on foote with youre 1 6 
ease / the fewer that come with you, y suppose, the gladder woll he 
be " / Therle herd that, and taried not, but toke this gentilman by 
the arme / and went forth, without other cw^ipany, streight to his 
loggyng / and whan he came in-to the chambre where Ector was / 20 
he knewe him anone / and knelede downe, and toke him in his 
armes viithont sayng any worde / and whan he might speke, he 
saide / "A, sir! blessed be the houre of youre comyng now in-to 
this lieaume " / then he asked him hou it was with him, and of his 24 
auentures that felle him sith his departyng. Ector was in suche 
drede, that he dur^t say no thyng as than, sauf only that he saide, 
" I shall with right good will telle you at leyser of alle my fortunes/ 
but first, y pray you, telle me som of yoz^r tidynges." Therle tolde 28 
him suche as he knewe, and what sorowe the kyng had, and alle the 
Eeaume, for his departyng / seyng / " thanked be god ! now, by yowr 
comyng, this Eeaume shalbe revived in gladnesse" / thus passed 
forth the tyme ; til at the last, therle saide, " sir, and it please you, 32 
y shal go to the kyng / wliiche shalbe as ioyfuH as any man erthly, 
whan he knowith how it is with you ; and sone y shall brynge you 
worde of ali his pleasir, hou he woti haue you demeaned / and toke 
his leue & departed." The gen^tilman of Sizile brought therle agein 36 
to his Loggynge / & went agein to his maister / and tolde him alle 
hou he had don that day, and howe he had ben with the kynge / 
and what he saide; wherof he was right ioifuli. On the tothir 
side, whan therle of Warrewik came to his loggyng / he sent for the 40 
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kynges counselle, to whom he shewed, Yfiihout liidyng of aiiythyng, HethenMnds 

, . 1 1 • fo>* the King's 

the luaner of comyns of their yoDi; prince, to tnentent that thei councu, n«d 
might take anise how they shold telle it to the kyiige / and so they good news. 

4 concluded alle togeder to go to the kynge, and telle it him / thus 
departed they to the kynge as ioyfult as they coude / and whan 
they came to him, they tolde him how his sone was in the Towne, TheEari and 
in grete drede / for that / that he wist for trouthe, he had deserued tue King, 
8 his grete displeasir. whan the kynge herd this, he was so ioyfuH 
that he coude not speke a worde / and whan he might speke, he 
saide, " assone as it is possible, I pray you bryng him to me, for y who prays 
fele that dethe approchet fast / whiche y shalt resceyue more ioy^ jjjs son to 

12 fully for alle jouv sake / whiche haue this daie recouered an heire 
male to goue?'ne you aftir my dethe ; I pray god graunte him wele to 
do." Than departed alle the lorde«, with suche company, that alle 
the stretes were fulle of men / and whan they came nere at Ecto?«rs 

16 loggyng / his hoste aspied so moche people comyng toward his 
hous, and had grete drede, and came to Ector in grete haste, sayn^', 
"sir, yf ye haue done any offence to the kynge or to his lawes Tiieygoto 

I p 1 1 If IT P"»ce Hum- 

saue yowr self be tymes / for here cometh grete nomber of people, I phrey, 

20 suppose to take you " / Ector, hering thies wordes, wist not wele 
what to say or to thinke, but abode stille, ti] the lordes came vp in- 
to his chambre, whiche did him suche reuerences as longed to his 
estate / and whan he sawe them, he knewe the moost part of them, 

24 and welcomed them right curteisly. There was that tyme more ioy 
in that chambre than y can reherce to you / than tolde they Ector 
the sekenesse of his ffadir / and how he sent for him to come 
hastely to him, for he desired moche to se him bifore his dethe. 

28 Of thies tidynges was Ector right sorouf ult, and departed out of his who starts, 
loggyng, and toke one of the lorde« by the arme / and went forth 
toward the kyng. The prease was so grete, that vnnethe he might 
passe, for euery man desired to se hym / and whan ^he came to the v if.io4,bk.] 

32 Court, he went streisht in-to the Kynses chambre, & kneled downe enters his 

- * *^ "^ ° Father's 

by the beddes side / & whan he sawe the grete payne and sekenasse room, kneels 

•^ ' <D tr o by his bed, 

he was yn / he was in suche sorowe that he coude not speke a worde 

a grete while / And on the tothir side, the kyng was so glad that he 

36 coude not speke / At the last, whan the yong prince might speke, 

he saide, " My lord, y biseche you, bat of youre grace it please you and asks iiis 

•/ J •/ X forgiveness. 

to pa?*don me the displeasir that y haue done you ; for y haue to 

gretly offendid you, whiche me sore repenteth / I am redy to obey 

40 what punisshment it wolt please you to put me to " / The kynge 
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toke his sone by the hande, saynge, " my sone, y pray god forgif it 
the ; and for my part, y forgif the wit/i alle my hert / and thauke 
god / that hath youen me grace, bifore my dethe, to recouere the / 
ye se thise noble men of whom ye had the children vfiih you, 4 
whiche yit be not retowrned agein, as y vndirstande / I cowimitte 
them vnto you / and so do y alle thestate« of my lieaume. and, how 
be it, y am feble, and not like to lyue, yet haue J. grete desire to 
knowe of yowr auentures sith yowr departyng *' / Than Ector tolde 8 
him of his depa?*tyng, not chargyng any othir ther-wit^ but him- 
self / than tolde hou he and his company were taken / and hou 
forthwith they were departed eche from othir / saue it fortuned a 
child of his chambre to l)e lefte yfiih hym, whiche lyued but a 12 
while aftlr / and than tolde he the mane?* of his Delyueraunce / 
whiche was caused by a yong cristen esquyer, the moost goodly 
man, and the best assured, and the moost noble man of his handes, 
that euir y knewe or herd telle of / and by his prowesse he toke 16 
the kyiige of Perce, the Soudans Brother, by whom he was 
delyuered / and tolde the maner hou, as is bifore reherced / and 
hou that, aftir his deliueraunce, he came in-to the Keaume of Sizile / 
and there, was in the company of two the worshipf uUe men of the 20 
worldo, of their degre / of the whiche, one was the same gentilman 
by whoos meanes y was deliuered ; and a-nothir one that was escaped 
of the armee of Scottes, whiche is an yngoodly man, and a worthy / 
ffor thise ij. men haue doon more hurt to the Turkes, than alle the 24 
Eeaume of Sizile / And aftir, he tolde the destruccion of the Turke, 
and hou the kyng of Sizile was chosen Emperowr, and what tcrme 
of trewes was taken bytwene themperour and the yonge Turke / 
and than he forgate not ^to telle of the Toi^rnay that was cried for 28 
the Empe?'ours doughtir, and tolde the grete beaunte and bounte 
she was of / and noon auentwre he vntolde, sauf his oune prowesse / 
and of his ij. ffelawes reherced he so moche worship / that euery 
man meruailed, that herd it / and whan he had ended his tale / he 32 
behelde the grete princea and lordes ther / of whom he had away 
the sones of / and than went he vnto them & seid / ** My Frendes 
& Cousins, y crie you mercy ! for by me are ye difEerred from yowr 
children ; for y wolt not, nor can, denye it, but that oui*e departyiig 3^) 
came of me, & not of them / and y trust veryly in god that they 
be alyiie / and if they so be, y promyse you wit/iout faile, their 
Raunsone shalbe no charge to none of you / and y trust to haue 
sucho acqueyntaunce ther, to haue them delyuerd without fyne or 40 
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Eaansom, if they lyue " / whom they forgaff / viiih right good wille / They grant 
sayng / that nowe god had sent them hym, it was but litil change of 
the remenaunt." Than departed he and they alle from the kyng / 

4 and wit7an litil while aftir, he decesed, and yeldid his soule to god / The King or 
ffor his dethe, was allc the Eeaume heuy and right sory ; hut they 
were gretly recomforted hy the comyng of the yonge prince / and 
wele they might be / for in his tyme he goiiemed the Eeaume fulle 

8 wele & rightwisly. The obsequeyes for the kynge were done as and is buried, 
belonged to his estate. And after, his sone was crowned, as of dewte pHnoe Ham- 
he aught / and aftir his coronaczon, he sent for his counselle / and crowud, 
shewed them what wille he hadde to go in-to the Eeaume of Sizile / 

12 to put him in deuoir to haue this faire lady, trustyng to accomplissh 
wele his desire, for he was sure that his ij. felawes might not be 
ther-at / In asmoche as noon might tot^rnay there, but he were 
descended of roialle blode right nygh ; and that were not they / 

IGwhiche were the men of the word that he moost dred at that 
point / if they might haue ben there / Thise lordes, whan they 
vndirstode his pleasir, contraried him in no-thinge, but thought it 
was right wele to do, though it were only but for to lete him to be 

20 knowen in the Eeaume of Sizile, where he had ben so long bi-fore / 

when they were thus concluded, he purueide for his estate / and his and makes 
abilementea to be made aswele and as richely as was possible for loiante Tour- 

•^ ^ ney in Sicily. 

him / and in this meane while, the gentilman of Sizile that was 
24 comen with him, reherced contynuelly the vertues and the grete 

worthy ^nesse that was in his maister / and seide that he might not p if. io6,bk.] 
faile to haue the Empe^'ours doughtir / seyng / the tothir ij. of whom 
ye haae herd, might not be there-at / and in esspecialt one that was 
28 called Le Surnome, whiche was nownpareilt of the world / The 
kyngc* purveaunce was alle redy, and abode no-thing but the tyme 
of his departyng / Now is it tyme that we retoume to speke of 

Athis. [Illumination: a King recHoet Me$$enffert : a Cavalcade ridetf^rth.^ 

32 ^ T' T is no doute he was right heuy whan he was allone, departed Prince David 
from his company, whom he loued so moche / but his 




thought was not like the tothir two, for he was not departed 
against the pleasir of his fadir / but by his licence & cowmaunde- 

36 ment ; wherfore he was assured to be right welcome / Thus rode he 
forth more ioyfully, and nought discouerd to noon of his men, of 
his estate, nor what he was. and whan he came in-to Scotland / reaches mh 
he askid tidynges of the kynge and of his children / and where he 

40 shold fynde the kynge / men tolde him where the kynge was, and 
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and hears alle his children in good helthe / sauf only for the dethe of his 
death. eldest sone, that died in the cristen armee, that went in-to the 

Prince David Reaume of Sizile / Than rode he forth til he came to the Towne 
hisFaUieria. where the kynge was, & loggid him yn an Inne, vnknowen what 4 
lie was, of any body / than enqiiered he what folkes there where 
aboute the kynge of his counselle / Than sent he for two or thre of 
them / and whan they came to his loggyng, and knewe him / they 
had as grete ioye as coude be thought / And than said he to them / 8 
"My frendes, the cause that y sent for you, is this / I drede the 
grete ioie that the kynge shall haue, if he here sodeinly of my 
comyng / shold do him to grete an hurt / wherfore me thinketh 
[1 leaf looj best that it be tolde him at ^diuerse tymes and by leyser / jfirst, to 12 
telle hym that y am a lyve / and in prisone / and aftir to telle him 
that y am escaped, and than to telle him that y am comen " / and 
as it was deuised, it was done. And by processe of tyme the kyng 
had knowlage of the comyng of his sone, wherof he was as ioyfuti 16 
as he might be / for he neuir loked to haue seen him a4yue / than 
The King he scut his ij. brethcm for him / and alle the lordes, knighte«, and 
other sons for Squiers of the Court / grete was the ioy amonge* them whan they 

' were mette / so that no sorowe was thought on. They that were 20 
comen out of Sizile w/t/i him, were sore abasshed whanne they 
knewe their maister was the kynges sone / hou-be-it they thought 
altwey he was of som noble blode, he was so fult of all goodly 
maners / Athis, accompany ed wit/t his two brethern, and grete 24 
nombre of princes and lordes, departed from his loggyng, and went 
to the kynge / whom he founde in a grete halle : and whan he sawe 
and when him he knelcd doune ; and assone as the kynge sawe him, he ranne 

David comes, ' o 

the Kine em- to hym a grete paas, and toke him in his armes w^t/<out speche ; & 28 

whan he might speke, he welcomed him in his best maner, and 
and bids him asked him of his Auenturvs, & that he sholde telle it openly / he 

tell his ad- "^ r j i 

ventures. began his tale thus / ** My lord, here be many yn yowr presence 
that can telle you of the grete fortune that befell at the port where 32 
we were / and of my self y shall telle you / for y wote not what 

This David bcfclle of the remcnaunt. The vesselt where y was, smot on land 

does. "^ ' 

bifore the Turkes baner ; and alle that were theryn were drowned, 
sauff vj., wherof y was one / and the Erie Douglas an othir / & 36 
othir iiij. that y remembre not / and we purposed verily to hauo 
yolden vs to the Turke / but he charged his men to sle vs / and 
there was the Erie Douglas slayne at my feet / and y withdrewe 
me / and set my bak to a Koche / and the Turkey sone espied me / 40 
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and hadde pite on me, and co7«maunded alle men to come fro me, 
and toke me Wit/i his owne handes, and promysed to saue my lif / 
wherof the Tiirke was not pleased / and wold haue sleyne me in his 

4 handes / but he defendid me right valiauntly / and for cause he was 
a kynges sone / and y was his first prisoner, he delyuerd me frely / 
and brought me surely in-to a cristen place, whiche was beseged 
vfiihixi two dales af tir / and the Captayne of the place was right a 

8 a noble man & a knyght / and had in his com^pony a man that [Mf.io6,bk.] 
hight Le Sumome, whiche was the floure and surmountoz^r of alle teiiT iS* 
othir : vfiih hym haue y bene alia the while sith the tyme of my prfnoe Phuip 
takyng / and he deliuered out of the Turkey handes a yong man 

12 that was named Ector, whiche dayly did so wele, that vriilim litil and PHnce 

I. 1 nr, Humphrey of 

while his renome was fer knowen, Thise ij, and I had but one England, 
purse & one wille ; for debate was neuir amonge* vs." Than tolde 
he hou, by the worthynesse of his ij. ffelawes, the Reaume of Sizile 
16 was recouerd ; & told of the batailes & grete aventures that were 
duryng the werres / than tolde he of the long trewes that was 
taken / & f orgate not to telle of the Towrnay that shold be, & for and about 

' iij.i.1 /. ''*« lolante 

whoos sake ; & hou noon might toMrnay there, but if he were of Toumey, 
20 blode roialle / whan the kynge hadde herde alt his tale, he was right 
wele content therwitTi / and toke him by the hande, & drewe him 
apart wit^ v. or yj. othir that he called to him, & askid his sone, by 
his feith, if he had not grete desire to be at this Towmay ; & he 
24 saide, " yis, if it pleased him." & besonght hira at his first comyng to which he 

wants to go. 

to graunt him that request / '*forsothe," seide the kyng / "& ye 
shalle go as wele acompanyed & appointed as y can make you, what 
so euir it cost me " / Than made the kynge grote pwrveaunce for his His Father 

28 goyng forth / and appointed the moost part of his noble men, & paratious 
lusty knyghtes of his Reaume, to accompany him. In this besy 
tyme, such sekenesse toke the kynge, that he died, his sone was and dies, 
right sorowfult, as of reason he aught / but he might not be 

32 recouerd / The tyme passed, & his sorowe wele appeased /the yonge David is 
kyng was crowned / <fe than ordeyned he his abilementes moche of Scotland, 
more riche than bifore. And purposed him to departe, so that he 
might be ther .x. or xij. dales bifore the Towmay / trusty ng to come 

36 to this high wele, and mariage of this faire lady / and thought, whan 
he came there, to enquere alle aboute aftir his two felawes / and to 

kepe them in his company. [illumination: Meeting of Emperor and King, Ac.^ 

I Or to abregge my matier, the tyme came that it semed the 
40 1^ kynge of Scotte^* ceason to departe ; and he departed out of 

THREE kings' SONS. N 
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his contre in grete ^estate, alle his iolkes in a lyuere / and so 
many lordes & knyghted with him, that it was meruaile to se ; he had 
to the nomhre of a M^ horses wit/t him, or moo / he sent his her- 
begeours in-to Sizile before, to take vp his quarter for his loggyng / 4 
more than a moneth bifore his comyng / and men mernailed moche 
that he came with so nioche people / and delyuerd him suche log- 
ging / as was accordyng to the nomhre / whan tyme came, the kynge 
of Scotte* approched, and lay but viij. myle from the EmperoMr. 8 
and whan themperowr hadde dyned, he toke his hors, w^t/^ grete and 
noble company of princes and lordes, for allc the iloure of Sizile was 
ther / thus departed he oute of the Towne, & mette the kynge of 
Scotte« more then a myle thens / and whan he sawe the kynge of 12 
Scottes, he thought it shold be Athis / and asked ** where was the 
kynge " / and whan he knewe for trouthe that it was he / he toke 
hym in his armes, and seide / " A, sir ! ye haue done grete wrong, 
that thus longe ye haue hidde you from me ; for, and y had knowen 16 
you to my power, y wold haue honoured you accordyng to yottr 
estate / y coude neuir haue thought, that the sone of so mighti a 
kynge, shold haue ben seruaunt to my Senesshalle" / fferaunt, 
whan he knewe Athis, that so long had ben in his seruice / and 20 
sawe him no we a kynge, humbly came to salewe him / seyng / 
" sir, y aught gretly to thanke god that hath youen me suche grace, 
to haue the seruice of a kynge / hou be it / ye aught not to blame 
me, though y haue not honoured you as me aught / for fulle gladly 24 
y wold, if y hadde knowen you " / Thus rode forth the knightes of 
Sizile and they of Scotland ; and ther was not forgoten amonge« 
them the grete worth ynesse of the kynge of Scottes, and how 
valiauntly he acquyte him at the takyng of the yonge Turke, & in 28 
what maner he had deliuerd hym / Anone the tidynges came vnto 
the Empe?*esse, and to his doughtir, that the kyng of Scottcs, that 
was now come, was Athis / that so long had ben in seruice there, 
whiche was to them grete me7'uaile / anone themperour and the 32 
kyng approched the palaice / But thempcrowr in no wise wold lete 
him alight there / but brought him to his owiie loggyng / and assone 
as he was a-light there / he chaunged him / and came in to them- 
peresse, that abode him in the halle, and hir fair doughth', wiU 36 
grete company of ladies & gentiPwommen / & lordes, knightes, & 
squyers / and whan He came in-to the halle, the Emperesse wel- 
comed him ioyfuUy / seyng vnto him / that " he was moche to blame 
to hide him thus long fro them / for they had done him moche 40 
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■wrong / & alle by his owne cause" / he excused him, seyng, "that 
he had made his auowe to be vnknowen duryng the werres, sith god 
had youen him that grace to escape vfiih his lif so wele as he did " / 
4 than went he to this faire lady, the Emperowrs doughtir, & talkid andby Pnn- 

C68S ^OlftUtO* 

viiih hir, seyng / he shold put him in deuoir more to deserue hir 
grace than he had done, if god wold sende him that grace & fortune / 
This faire lady answerd nothynge / but was alle abasshed, for there 
8 was no man in the world she was so leef to haue, as one of the iij. 
seruauntea. But ouir alle othir, she loued best Le Sumome, if he 
were of birthe accordyng vnto hirs / The kynge of Scottes excused 
him that tyme for sopyng viiih themperot^r / and desired his maister, King David 
12 jfferaunt, & many othir noble men of Sizile, to suppe wit/i him at his and other 

' '' > 1 r Sicilian 

loggyng / thus went they forth w*t^ him / Alle they of the Towne nobiestosup 
that sawe Athis in his estate, preised god, wisshing amonge« them 
that his ij. felawes were of as noble birth and grete power as he 
16 was. Aftir soper, the kyng of Scotte* went agein to the ladies / and then Koes 

^ ' "^ ° ° ' backtoUie 

whiche he f ounde redy to the daunces / the daunces and the sportes cimrt, to 

** ' ^ *■ dance. 

were there right grete / and whanne tyme was, spices & wyne were 
sette / and than went alle folke« to rest / and thus contynued the 
20 tyme in disported & pleasir, and the ffeste kepte in grete estate & 
nobley til aftir the mariage; and euery man lyued yn hope and 
desire to haue this faire lady. IT Now shalle we leve a while, & 

Speke.of Orkais, the yong Turke. illlttminatUm: Emperor and Sultanmeet.^ 

E haue wele herde here before, how he was detei-myned to be sniun 

Ofcuys 

at this Towrnay / and whan he sawe his tyme coueneble, he 
departed, so richely arayed and so wele accompanyed, ^that \} leaf losj 
euery man thought that he was right wele appointed accordyng to 
28 his highe estate / and litil while he spedde him so wele, he came in- i«nd8 in 
to the Reaume of Sizile / his herbegeours were afore, and hadde 
taken vp his loggyng / whan the Emperour knewe of his comyng / 
he had grete meruaile / and thought werrily he shold not toMmay 
32 wtt^ut he were first cristened ; and so he supposed the Turke 

entendid to be / Than went he and the kynge of Scottes to mette and is wei- 

' 1 \ • I t t » t irr* 1 coind by tlie 

wit/fr him / and mette him almost at the Towne. There was Emperor and 

' , Prince David. 

amongea them grete ioye / and eche did othir grete honowr. and 
36 when the Turke behelde the kynge of Scotte*, he knew certainly 
it was the same that he had taken presoner to-fore ; and whan he 
remembred his worthynesse, he loste anone moche of his hope of 
the Towrnay / wisshing that he hadde slayne hym whan he toke 
40 him prisoner / but in asmoche as it was to late / he salewed the 

N 2 




180 Orcays offers to turn Christian if he can wed lolante. 

The Saltan kynge, saynge vnto him / " ff orsothe, sir, whan y deliuered you, y 
David talk wende ftdle litil to haue hadde in myn handes the chief of the 

ovar their 

'reeinK one ciisten aimee " / " By my feith, sir," seide the kynge of Scottea, " y 
holde my lif of you " / Than seide the Turke, " y deliuered you / 4 
not knowyng what ye were / and ye deliuered me, knowyng for 
certaine that y was the Turkes sone / hy this, was ther gretter 
hounte yn you than in me ; and y am more hounden to you than ye 
tp me" / ** trewly," seide the kynge of Scotte«, " sauf yot^r grace / 8 
ffor y did nought for you, but that y was bounden bifore for to do / 
and moche more, and y coude / and ye did for me w^'t^out desert of 
me or any othir, for my sake " / In suche co??i??zwwicacion rode they 
vnto the Towne / and the Emperowr hadde grete pleasir to here 12 

Tiiey go to them / Af tir sop^, the Turke and the kynge of Scott^ came to ise the 

see the 

Ladies. Ladies / and so did alle othir straungers, wherof there were so many, 

that euery man was ameruailed / for there was no cristen nacton 

almoost, but there were som folkes therof / The ladies and gentil- 16 

Om^s telle womcn made grete chere to the Turke / The Turke made it secretly 

that if he be broken to the Emperowr, that if he wolde breke of this Towrnay / 

cnn have ^ -^ ^ i»i ,.. . i ^ -iii • » 

lobinte, he'u and gif hym his doughtir in manage / he wolde become cristen for 

tian. hir sake / but his entente was, not to be cristened vpon none 20 

certaynte / and if themp<wour had knowen bifore his desire, VFzth 

right good wille he wold haue agreed therto / for by that meane 

bis Reaume, for alwey sholde haue bene in peas / neuirtheles, he 

[1 if.io8,bk.] praied ^him now to remembre that the ffesst of the Tot^may was alle 24 

The Emperor rcdy / wherfore it was now to late to breke it / ffor the loggynge 

stop the was taken vp by the herbeiours for x. "kynges and C.C. princes, and 

her, grete lordes of blode Roialle, wherfore he neither might, nor wolde, 

abuse so many grete pnncfs & lordes / for he coude not do it 28 
Without grete maugre and a shame / But, and he hadde shewed 
him this whan he was prisoner, Themperour wold haue had grete 
ioie therof / whan the Turke herd this answere, he thought wele 
themperour saide trouthe / and content him with the answere, 32 
tha[w]kyng moche themperowr; and so taried ther stille, abidyng 
the ffeste / and euery day the kynge of Scottes and he, v^ith many 
othir grete princes, came to disporte them with the ladies & gentil- 
women / Xow leue we them, & retowme to the kynge of Englond.^ 36 
Kinjf Hum- ¥ I iHc kynge of Englond had wele herde in what aray & grete 
Enguuid I estate the kynge of Scottes was departed to this Tot^may ; 

1 wherfore he accompanyed him self the bettir / and appointed 
2 Illumination : Meeting of the Emperor and the King of England, on horseback. 
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him self aswele as he coude, like as ye haiie herde hifore / and whan reaches 
he thought hys tyme hest, departed, & wit/an litil while came in-to 
the Reaume of Sizile / and whan themperour was assertayned he 

4 was nere / he toke his hors / and in his company, the Turke & the King Hum- 
kynge of Scottes, and many othir grete princes and Lordes / and by tife Km- 
whan they mette wit/i the kynge of England / and was assertayned DaviJ,aiid 
it was Ector, The Emperot^r was neuir so ameruailed / The Turke & Orcays. 

8 the kynge of Scotte^ were sore ahasshed / ^atheles, eche one made 
othir grete chere / and in esspecialle the kynge of England made 
Athis grete chere, no thing wenyng he had ben kyng, nor of hlode 
Roialle ; but whan he knewe he was a kynge, as wele as he & the 

12 next ^neighbowr that he had / eche of them made meruailous loie P leaf i09] 
of othir / But ouir alle men / fferaunt had grete ioie / and helde him 
self moost vrous man that lyued in his tyme / seyng two so grete 
kyngea that had so long contynued in his seruyce / and than came 

16 he to sale we the kyng of England / and he did him alt the honoi^r 
that he coude / sayng / " myne owne maister / Lo, here yowr ser- 
uaunt / that neuir shaH faile you, dales of his lif / Here may ye se 
two of yoz^r seruauntes : wold oure lord, the thridde were in suche 

20 coudicion ! " than asked he if any tidinge* were of him / " Trewly," No tidings 
saide themperoz^r, " nay / and therof haue y grete meruaile" /whan heard of 
the two kynge* herd that / they were right sory / thinkynge eche of France, 
in him self / they wolde gif the third part of their Reaume to haue 

24 him in their company / The kynge of England thought verily, that 
if he coude gete him, he wolde marye him to one of his susters / 
and gif him grete possessiowns. thinkyng he coude nowhere so wele 
bistowe hir with that he were a gentilman / In suche thoughte« & 

28 wordes, rode they to the Towne. And like as the tidynge* of the 
kynge of Scottes came to themperesse and to hir doughtir, came 
tidynge« of the kynge of England, how for trouthe it was Ector, that 
so longe had be in seruice there. The Emperesse & hir doughtir, & 

32 alle the ladies & gentil women, gretly reioised it, and thought it was 
half a miracle, for the meruaile they had therof / ThemperoMr went 
to his loggyng / and the kynge of Englond went to his / by the King Hum- 
commaundement and ordynaunce of the Emperoi^r ; and the Turke, 

36 & the kynge of Scottes, brought him there / and went agein to their 
owne loggyng / and taried not there scantly til they had half soped / 
but went agein to the kynge of Englond, and founde him yet stille King David, 
at soper / and fferaunt Yiiih him / than sate thei downe vfith hem / orcays talk 

10 and than talkid they of Le Surnome. a man might haue had ioie PhUip. 
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and meruaile, to haue herd them reherce the grete nohlesse & 

bountees of him / and for his grete renome, euery man loued him / 

On the tothir side was themperesse in the halle, acdompayned vriHi. 

ladies & genlihvomen / and ther was noone othir talkyng, but of 4 

the kynge of Englond, and the kyng of Scotte^, hou long they had 

KingPhiHp be amonaes them vnknowen / and there was Le Surnome coin- 
is expected at ~^ t • i • m 

the Tourney, playned / and so?nme saide that yet he might come to this Tot^may 
[> if.io9,bk.] tyme y-nough / and if it were possible to him, ^so wold he accord- 8 
yng to his promys / The ladies had grete desir to se him ; but ouir 
alle other, them^erours doughter had grete sorowe that he was not 
come ; and praied god, Le Surnome might be of as grete blode & 
power as any of the ij. kynge*. Aftir soper, the kynge of Englond 15 
& of Scottex, & the Turke, & alle the prince*, came to se the ladies / 
the kynge of Englond was fuUe wele receyued amonge* them / and 
questioned, wherfore he kepte him self so long vnknowen. he 
King Hum- answerd & saide, that in his emp?'isonment, & at his delineraunce, 16 
fies himself he made suche promcsse / Than saide he, " y pray god comfort Le 
unknown Sumome, and sende him good auenture, where so ener he be ; for, 
next god, y may thanke him of my lif." and sayng thies wordes, 
the teeres fiUo from his yeen / for sorow pat he hadde pat he coude 20 
here no tydynge* of hym / The ladies gaf him a grete preise, seyng 
that " Le Sumome had wele bistowed his se^niice, that it was so wele 
remembred " / anoon the mynstmlls playde / and the daunces began 
on alle parte* / there kuighte*, ladies, & gentilwomen dauncyng ; and 24 
ener amonge* was Surnome remembred / moost of any thing / In 
oirtui'th*" ^ *^^^ festing & pleasir, abode they til the day of Towmay / Now is it 
tyme to speke of the kynge of ffraunce, and of his vncle the Dae of 

B U rgoig n e. [illumination : Meeting of the Emperor and the King of Franee.1 28 

rriHe kynge of ffraunce, pat wold be vnknowen, wolde not 

departe so sone as the tothir did / hou-be-it he knewe of the 

depa?'tyng of many kynge* and princes / and in what estate 

and richesse the kynge of Englond <fe the kynge of Scotte* were 32 

departed yn. and many tymes was his vncle and he in communi- 

cacion for his purweaunce ; and the kynge was the best diuiser that 

[2 leaf 110] any man coude fynde : he devised ^not as a pore caitif, but as a 

kynge / so that there was noon, of what estate and condiczon he 3fi 
yantsto ' was of / to be Compared to him. Thre dales bifore, he had sent his 
get lodghiffs seruaunte* to take vp loggyng for the Due of Burgoigne / enheritowr 
ofBurguiidy and Regent of ffraunce, wliiche hath in his company v. or vj. M* 
retinue. horscs, wlierof there be vj. Dukes and xiiij. Erles, beside grete l^arons 40 
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And noble kiiightes, that were in his company. He ordeyned than his 
vncle to take vpone him the playne amies of ffrauuce, seyng, " that 
it ought to be so / for it shold be to him repreef to towrnay in any 
4 other cote armowr than in his owne " / The due of Burgoigne, whiche Tiie Dnke of 
entended no-thing so moche as the pleasir of his nevew, was content aK«ee8 to aii 

° ^ , that K. Philip 

'W*t7t alle that he wold ordeyne / how-be-it, he tolde him that folkes proposes. 
wolde speke moche therof / inasraoche as he was not crowned kynge, 
8 nor bare the name therof / Neuirtheles, in conclusiown, thus it was 
apointed / and thus it was done / And ther was noman in alle ffraunce 
that [wold] contrary the Duke^^ pleasir / hou-be-it, his day was not 
come, by a yere and more, of the vij. yere / and alle such murmur & 

12 wordes, dred the Due. But it was sure at the ende, what-som-euir 
was saide, shold be to his grete honour / and alle thinge was arredied 
thus as y haue tolde you / and the kynge departed at suche tymo Kinj? Philip 
as he miglit come to the Emperowr a ij. nightes bifore the ToMmey / France. 

16 and whan his herbegowrs came afore / and asked loggyng for so 
grete a nombre / themperowr was abasshed, and meruailed moche / 
Than they tolde him how he was Eegent of ffraunce, and enheritowr / 
and noon but he apparaunt to be kynge / and so toke he him self / 

20 Of alle this, thempe^'our had grete meruaile / & specially, sith he was 
so nere vnto him, that he had not before tyme sent noon embassat 
for the mariage of his dough lir. IF Now cometli the tyme of the 
Dukes departynpf / no man may thinke the richesse that that tyme The Duke 

^ J ^ f ^ J foUowBhira. 

24 was at Parys, of the grete princes that were come thider / wbos 
abilementes and purweaunce were to long to reherce / when alle was 
redy, the Duke departed / and they that he had in his conduyte / 
The kynge went alwey before or behinde / euery man praied god to 

28 sende the Due good auenture, for moche was he biloued ^amonges [i if.iio,bk.] 
them ; hou-be-it they had a litil grugge vnto him now / for this, 
that he bare the playne armes of ffraunce / and they praied god 
they might ones se the kynges sone a lyue amonges them / for than 

32 sholde he be fayne to leue thoos armes / Thus departed he, as y 

telle you. The Due spedde his lournay so, that he came in-to the Tiiev reach 
Iteaume of Sizile / and whan he ffirst entred in-to the Reaume, he 
was assertayned what kynges & prynces were there / and how the 

36 kynge of England was Ector : and the kynge of Scottes was Athis / and hear of 

J ^ o > JO I KiuRs Hum- 

that so longe had be in seruice there. The Due knewe thies names pi>rey and 

.... David. 

wele, by reporte of his Neuewe / and had right grete ioie of them / 

and assone as he might, he made relacion vnto the kynge, which e 

40 had therof a meruailous gladiiesse / thinkyng in himself / that suche 
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auenture had neuir be seen / that iij. kjnges sones vnknowen shold 
be daily seruaiinteg yn one house to a knyghfc / Than thought he that 
this en tent might not be had / for he thought before to haue had 
them bo the yn his house / though they had coste him the half of his 4 
Eeaume / whiche now might not be / Than saide he to his vncle, 
" now shalt y ride ioyfuUy / for y shalt se the moost part of them that y 
lone" / Thus rode they til they came nere vnto the place where them- 
The Emperor Y^et'our was / and at the towne that he logged / next vnto themperowr / 8 

BOilUB Ills 

NobiOT to there mette with him many noble men / that themperowr had sent 

b"*'* nd ^^^^ ^^"^ > ^^^ there dyned they wit^ hym / and the Due asked 
them many questions of the werres that had ben amonge« them / 
and they tolde him, and also of the fortune of fferaunt, " whiche had 12 
ij. kynges in his seruice / whiche were the moost noble men of the 
worlde sauf one, whiche was in their company, that was named Le 
Surnome, whiche was the ffloure, and surmounted alk othir " / & 
there they reherced his persone, his worthy nesse, and bounte / and 16 
alle the wele that coude be seid of any man / yit knewe not the Due 
that it was his nevewe that was called Le Surnome. But assone as 
he might departe from them of Sizile / he came to his neve we / & 
besought him on his feith to telle him how he was named whan he 20 
King Philip was in Sizile. and the kynge, that wold not displease his vncle, 
his assumed toldc him that his first name was Le Despurz^u / but the Emperor^rs 

uames, ^ x- / r 

dough tir had chaungid it, and named hym Le Surnome. And whan 
p leaf 111] tlie Due herde this / and knewe for trouthe it was he ^of whom the 24 

which the grete renome sprange so ferre / he embraced him wkh grete ioie. 

to hear. and the kyng asked him what meved him so to do; and he tolde 
him the grete honour that he had herd spoken of him ; and seid so 
moche, that the kynge wax alle rede & shamefast / and saide, " faire 2S 
vncle, they that haue made this report, y suppose be my grete 
frendes; but parauenture ye shalle here suche tidyngc^, or ye go 
oute of this cuntre, that happily shalle not please you so moche." 
The Due in his mynde praised him moche for that answere, & saide / 32 
" now wille ye go bifore or behinde " / " forsothe," saide the kynge, 

King Philip " y woli ffo bifore / and not fer from you, but as a gentilman of 

will now act "^ " ' if o 

man oThlr Y^^^^^^ " / '^^^ ^^^ ^^ coutcut with his plcasir / The Emperowr 
uncle's. jiad alwey hope to here som tidynge« of Le Surnome. The ladies 36 
that had herd speke of the grete richesse, and of the grete lordes 
that shold come to the towne, besought themperour they might be 
at the wyndowes to se them come / Themperowr was agreable. 
Themperesse, & hir doughtir, and alle the ladies, went forth / whan 40 
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they that were in the towne herd tliies tidynge« / enery man 
appointed him self in the hest wise they coude / to ride forth and 
mete the Due of Burgoigne. The kynge of ffraunce was araied as 

4 a squier, and set on the best hors that was in aUe the company / and 
iij. or iiij. moo that knewe of his counselle, were araied in sute witfi 
him / and eche one a viso?er bif ore his face / Themperowr, and the yong The Dnke nf 
Turke, & alle the kynges & princes that were in the to^me, rode xaet^jtle * 

8 oute to mete the Due of Burgoigne / and wMin litil way of the his kinifiy 

, guests, &c. 

townc, they mette with hym; and there was neither knight nor 
squyer in his company, but he had outher trapoures or horshameys 
of clothe of gold / or velewet embrowdird / there was neuir so grete 

12 richesse seen in Sizile bif ore in one day / whan the yong kynge 
saw the kyng of Englond and the kyng of Scotte*, he salewed them 
a ferre ; & the hors wheron he rode was so plesaunt, that his maistcr 
might guyde him as he wold / and he made ij. or iij. lepes fuUe 

1 6 manerly / the hors was plesaunt, and the man that was on hym 

moche more / he was loked on of many folke* / but noon knewe hym 

[as] he passed forthe. The Empe?*0Mr came to the Due, and salued 

him as perteyned to his estate / aftir acqueyntaunce, they rode alle 

20 togedir to the towne ; and the yong kynge and his company was 

alway nere vnto ^ the Due / At their comyog in-to the Towne, was not [i it iii,bk.] 
aeen suche estate of richesse sith the worlde began / the wyndowes The sidiian 
and the stretes were alle hanged vrith riche clothes / and alle the mJUIifflcentiy 
24 wyndowes fuUe of ladies & gentil women / and whan they shold 
passe by themperesse & hir faire doughtir, the yonge kynge knewe 
them wele y-nough, ye may wele thinke / the cawcy was to litil for 
his hors & him / for alle that was possible for hym or his hors to do / 

28 was done bifore the ladies ther ; and it semed to as many as bihelde 
him / that he sate as easely as he had ben vpon a litil amblyng 
nagge / and the ladies & gentilwomew gaff their beholdyng moost 
vnto him / but the prese was suche, they lost the sight of him longe 

32 or they wold, and whan themperot^r came there as the ladies lay / 
he alight, and made to conduyte the Due of Burgoigne vnto his log- 
ging, w*t^ many kynge« & princis ; & whan they had brought hym 
there, [ ] Than the Due knewe that themperowr had supped / 

36 and that it was tyme to se the ladies, he departed from his loggyng / 

so accompanyed, that it was meruaile to se / he came to thempe?'OMrs The Duke 
paleis, where he founde themperesse accompanyed vrith grete nombre Empress, 
of ladies and gentilwomen / and so many faire, that it was a paradis 

40 to biholde them / but as the sonne passoth in beaute the sterres / so, 
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in beaute & behaving, passeth alle othir, the faire & good lolant. The 
due salued the ladies, as to their estate belonged ; and than he felle 
in talkyng wit/i tliis faire lady / whom he fouude so wele assured in 
alle hir behauyng that he thought his nevewe wele fortuned to haue 4 
such chois / if his fortune might folow the remenaunt of his wille / 
for as him thought, she was no2«npareilt of the world / The daunces 
began ; the kynges and princes came to se the daunces / the halt 
was newe, made so grete and so plenteuous / that suche aruothir 8 
was neuir seyen / The yong kynge of ffraunce was behinde alle othir, 
holdyng a knight of his by the arme / and bihelde the daunces, 
and specially his faire lady / and besought god his fortune might be 
as good as his wille ; and biheld his ij. felawes disportyng them / & 12 
dauncyng among the ladies / trustyng / or long to / to be knowen 
there, asmoche to his hertes ease / as was to any of them / There 
was many of themperours court that com^pleyned sore Le Sumome, 
whiche he him-self might here / seyng, " that they were nowe alle out 16 
of hope / and that they thought wele that he was outher dede or 
seke, seyng the promys that he had made to be there at that day / 
and if he were dede / it were the grettist pite of his dethe that euir 
was of any so pore a man in alle this worlde." Thise wordes herde 20 
many of the frenshmen ; and tolde vnto the Due their maister, the 
grete lawde that this man had, whiche was named Le Surnome. 
and themperowr him-self spake of him, and had for him right grete 
sorowe / & so had alle the ladies and gentilwomen. The kynge of 24 
ffraunce, knowyng alle this / saide vnto suche as knewe his entente / 
" if euer he had hert to do wele / it was now tyme to shewe it at 
this towrnay / and also he wist wele, v/ithout grete paine & trauaile 
this grete conqueste might not be made wele " / they smyled & seide / i2^ 
" they of this Eeaunie sey so euel of you / that we ar half in drede 
of yowr spede." " Truly," seide the kynge, " y shalt do aswele as 
y can " / Themperowr praid the Due of Burgoigne, on the morowe 
to suppe with hym and alle the princes of his company / ffor he had 32 
fested alle other straungers bifore / and this was the even of the 
towrnay. The Due graunted hym / and toke leue of him and of 
the ladies / and went to his loggyng / many were there that wold 
haue conueyed hym, but he wold not suffre them / and assone as he 36 
came to his loggynge / he foimde leiser to speke vriUi his Nevewe, 
saing vnto him / " that wele he had chosen / and yf there were any 
prowesse in him / he shold put him in payne now to do wele ; for 
if in his defaute he lost suche a wele / he might be sure neuer to 40 
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recouere the seinblable " / if tlie kyiige were amorous to-fore / his 
vnkells wordes made him more ; sayng vnto him / " IFaire vncle, 
myn armes shalle fails me, outher y shalt dye in the payne / or y and win 

4 shalt haue hir." The Due began to laugh, and tolde him how or aw. * 
thempcroar had praied him to soper on the next day / and alle the 
prince* of his company / this nyght they went to rest. The kynge 
of ffraunce thought euery houre a yere / til the day of the towmay / 

8 and vit was there but one day therto. The ffelde was ordeyned by The field 

11 1 rti 1 11 -1 I , ol Tourney 

themperowrs commaundement, where the Tot^may shold be / and jb settled. 
placis apointed, & deliuerd to euery kynge and prince, to hang vp 
^theire tenter and pauilions. I had forgoten to reherce, howe that [} if.ii2,bk.] 
1 2 very [t MS.] night was shewed vnto the yong Turke / that, but if he suitan 
were cristened / he might not be receyued vnto the tot^rnay / He made 
many grete doutes, lest his suggete^f wold destroie him, or chase him 
out of his Kealme / and than the Emperowr and alle the kyng/^ and beingi>ronii«t 

' ^ ■ , . help by the 

1 6 princis that were there, promised him aide, and to take his part, if christian 
any 3uche cause were / and in trust of their promesse, he bicame turns chris- 
cristened on the morow / the kynge of Englond and the kynge of 
Scottes cristened him / and eche of them put otliir to such worship, 

20 that they wold not gyue the Turke their owne name / so that he 
hight af tir neither of them, but was named Charles / also a grete and is 
part of his company bicame cristened. On the morow, did euery 'Charies.' 
man set vp his Tenths & Pauylions / euery man in his owne quarter / 

24 But ouir alle othir, the Due of Burgoignes Tente bare the brute / 
whiche was of the playne armes of ffraunce / and was valued at 
CCC M*. scute*, that night came the Due to soper to themperowr / 
and the Emperottr and the ladies made him grete chere ; and at At the Em- 

28 that soper, was speche of le Sumome, and was asmoche complayned JJP*^^'/^® 
as any man might be / The Emperot^r seide asmoche good of him kJ^®" piJlL 
as coude be thought / and tolde the Due that he was cause of alle {amSted. 
his honowr / and rehersed his pe/'sone, maner, and condicions / and 

32 than wisshed him as mighti a kynge as any of his ij. ffelawes / and 
than saide he / " he promysed me to haue ben here agein at this 
day, if he had ben a lyve and at his liberte / wherfore y thinke verily Folk think 

' he is dead. 

he ys dede " / and in sayng thise wordes, the teeres felle from his 
36 yen. whan this faire lady herde speke of the dethe of Le Sumome, 

she coude not kepe hir from wepyng ; and alle othir that there were, loiante weeps 
bemoned him moche. And whan the Due saugh the grete loue 
that alle folkes had to his nevew / and herde his grete vertues 
40 rehersed, ye may be sure he had grete ioie / and saide to the 
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Emperowr, "truly, sir, he hath wele employde his seruyse / and 
perauenture he niay be seke wit/iout dethe ; and if god wille, ye shal 
f uUe wele se him hereaftir " / Thus, and in suche wordes, passid 
forth the soper / and aftir soper, the Due, as though he were a litil 4 
envious of the preise that he herde of Le Surnome, saide vnto the 
faire lolante, ** Madame, me think eth / Le Surnome wele vred / for 
whan he was spoken of this night / ye coude not kepe you ^from 
wepyng / wherfore y suppose he be more in yowr grace than many 8 
othir " / " In good feith," qMod she, ** y loue him right wele ; and so 
haue y grete cause / yf ye had in yowr company one that had done 
asmoche for you, as Le Surnome hath done for my lord my f adir, & 
for me / ye had an hard hert, if ye herde speke of his dethe / and 12 
were not sory " / The Due sawe wele she was not pleased with his 
worded, he was not sory, for he thought it touchid hir hert som- 
what, & trustid within iij. dales after / the peas shold be made, 
anoon aftir, he toke his leve, saing, he most that night attende to 10 
his besinesso / that night came noon of the tothir Princis to the 
Empe?'Ot*r / for eche of them attenJid that lie had to do on the 
morow. The due came to his loggyng; and assone as he might, 
went to the kynge his Nevewe, and tolde him what wordes he had 20 
herde of him that night / and what speche was bitwene him and 
the Emperours doughtir, saing, " sir, now do so, that this preyse and 
recommendacion may cowtynue." he answerd, "I pray god graunt 
me that grace." That night went he to rest / and on the morow 24 
rose vp be tymes, and went & herd masse, and than apointed them 

to be redy. [Illtimination: the Tov/rnay: KnighU charging ; lolante^ Jbe» looking on.1 

THe Princis were departed by the knighted and kynge* of 
Amies, one ageinst a nothir / and were nombred, of kynge* 28 
X, beside the kynge of ffraunce, whiche was vnknowen ] and 
of othir princea & lorde* of Eoialle blode, CC. and vj. ; so that they 
were in all CC. & xvj. and on eche side,^ C. & viij. ; on that one side 
the kynge of England and the Due of Burgoigne / & on that othir 32 
side, the yonge Turke and the kyng of Scotte* / The scaffold on the 
tothir side was where the ladies were ; and this faire lady was set 
vp allone on hight, because euery man shold se hir. Themperour 
3 was on an scaffold, accompayned with many noble men / and 36 
fFeraunt the Seneshalt was wtt/i him. At the houre that the 
Towrnay shold be, the Trumpeted blew vp / . The kyngea & princ«r 
came out of their pavilions, euery man armed Yri\h his helme on 

^ MS. oil eclie side and 
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his hede / his Cotearmottr on him, his baner a-fore him, and alle 
their horses couerd with their armes. The yonge Turke and the suitan 
kynge of Scotte« came on the tone side / the kynge of Eiiglond / k. David m-e 

4 and he tliat men helde the Due of Burgoigne, on the tothir side / Humphrey 
and whan the kynge of ffraunce came out of his panylion / eueri pi»"*p« 
man beheld him wiUi grete meruaile, wenyng he had ben the Due 
of Burgoigne / by cause he ware the playne armes ; and there was 

8 leyde grete charge vnto him in many folkea mouthis, for weryng 

thies armes, he not beyng kynge. Alle thise thinge« done / thei 

were embatailed eche ageinst otbir, the corde drawen before eche The Tourney 

pa^'tie / and whan tyme was, the cordes were cutt / and the Trumpetis 

12 blew vp, for euery man to do his deuoir / And for to assertayne you 

more of the Tot^rnay, there was on eche side a stake / and at eche on each side 

is ft fdiAkfi foi* 

stake two kynge^ of armes, wtt^ penne and Inke and paper, to the beaten 

. lueu. 

write the names of alle them that were yolden / for they shold nomore 

16 Towmay / The Due of Burgoigne was on horsbak, accompanyed with 
them with the visours / and had a visowr alwey bif ore his visage ; and 
they kepte them to-geder alway nere the kynge ; for grete desire had 
the Due to se his worthynesse. Suche an assemble was neuir noon 

20 seen bif ore / nor so many noble armes to-gedir / euery man payned 
him to haue the price / The kynge of ffraunce saw where his lady 
stode / and so did alle the remenaunt, whiche doubled their corage 
and worthynesse. This Tot^rnay dured longe tyme ; so moche / that 

24 it was meruaile that any man might endure that / that eche of theym 

did / Ouir alle othir, the kynge of ffraunce did meruailously : he ouir- King Phiiip 
threwe men & horses, so that there was vnnethes any that durst does beat 
abide his strokes, the Eraperour, and they that were in the scaffolded, 

28 were alle abasshed of the prowesse of the Due of Burgoigne / there 
was noon to be compared with him / In like wise seid the ladies, 
and were ameruailed and sory that the kynge of Englond ^and the p leafiu] 
kynge of Scottes were of no bettir power to encountre the Due. It 

32 is to thinke, the Due of Burgoigne had grete ioie to se the worthy- 
nesse of his j^evewe ; and so had the Frensshemen, wenyng it were 
the Due / saing amonges them / " oure maister is a meruailous noble 
man " / and so seide alle othir nacions that were there / and meruailed 

36 alle of him. So long endured this Towrnay, til, by the Emperowrs 

ordenaunce, the Trumpetes blewe the retrayte, that euery man shold wiien tiie 

cease is 

wit/idrawe him / there were not xxx" men on the Turkfs side that sounded, 

not 80 men 

might feiffht / but alle were sent to the stake. There were double the are left on 

An n» the Sultan's 

*0 feighters on the kynge.9 side of ffraunce ; for, by the seide kynge, sWe. 
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were sent to the stake vj. kynges and viij. Dukes, & xxij Erles, 
wherof the yongo Turke was one / whiche at that tyme had leuer 
haue dyued than lyued / The kynge of Englond and the kynge of 
Scottes sawe wele they coude not wynne the pryce alle dales, ffor the 4 
first day the pryce was worme fro them bo the ; wherof they were 
right sorowfulle / than euery man drewe to his Pavilion, trist & 
King Philip penslfE as they might be / But the kynge of ffraunce was alle in a 
iiope. nother thought / for he departed wiih good hope, as glad and ioy- 8 

fulle as he might be / and made him to be viiarmed / and his vncle 
coude not kepe him for takyng him in his armes / whan he remem- 
brid his grete noblesse that he had seen him do that day. Than 
went euery man to soper / and ouir alle the towne ranne the brute 12 
on the Due of Burgoigne / euery man seid that, sauf Le Sumome, 
he was the moost valiaunt man that euer they sawe / Aftir soper 
the ladies came in-to the halle to the daunce« / and there they seide 
loiaiiteia to this fairc lady / " By my feith, madame, and the Due cowtynue 16 
will be hia. tlius worthyly, ye be his / wold oure lorde he were xx** yere yoDger 
than he is ! " Some seid that, ** to-morow he shalbe so wery, that he 
shal not mowe contynue / and if he do not, the Emperour may chose 
whiche of them best pleasith him / and if it so be / I suppose he 20 
wilt knowe yowr wilt or he make any graunt of you " / " By my 
feithe," seid the faire lady, " my wilt shal be as pleasith him / and 
neuir other-wise shal y thynke" / As they were in such talkyng 
came the kynges and the prLncis to Courte / but ouir alle othir was 24 
the Due of Burgoigne beholden of alle folk^ ; & moche murmour 
[1 if.ii4,bk.] was ther of him / somme saide " he made a nothir to towmay ^in his 
place ; for certain it was not He that was to day yn the felde / it 
sheweth nothing in his face ; for he ys as fressh as he was yester 28 
even this tyme.'* Thise wordes multiplied so moche, that the 
knightes and ladies had noon othir talkyng but of him / In so 
moche that men spake vnto themperot^r therof / and saide, that 
** by this meane the kynges and princes might be deceyued.*' Wher- 32 
The Emperor forc they bcsought the Emperowr / that on the morow, to put alle 
order umt, thing oute of suspcciou, euery sholde departe oute of the felde 
Tourneyers^ vuhclmed / The Duke* folkes herde wele thise wordes that were 

spoken of their maister / for alle the halle was ful therof / and somme 36 
of them went and tolde the Due therof ; and how alle folkes shold go 
vnhelmed out of the felde / and he made countenaunce of grete 
displeasir / but he had right grete ioie in his thought, hou-be-it he 
wold telle his nevewe no thing therof. Than remembred he / how 40 



shall unhelm. 
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euery kynge bare a crowne on his helme / saiiyng the kynge of 
fEraunce / than toke he leue, & went home to him / and tolde him 
how many folkes spake that he bare the playne armes of ffraunce 
4 that day / and was not crowned / ** wherfore it behoueth you to here 
the crowne, or ellis to here myne armes " / Than seid the kynge, ** I am King piiiup 
content to here the crowne to-morowe " / Thus eoncludid, they went wear his 

Crowu. 

to bedde til on the morow / That mornyng, alle the princis besought 

8 the Emperour that eche one of them shold come vnhelmed before 
the ladies ; and so forth euery man go streight forth to his pavilion / : 
Themperotfr agreed therto. The Due was ware therof be tymes in 
the mornyng / and appointed him-self right richely / and sat vpone 

12 a stately Courser / his visowr stille on / and whan tyme came, as the 
ordenaunce was the day bifore / euery prince came out of his pavil- 
ion aftir the blowy ng of the Trumpetes ; and euery man shold haue 
come out vnhelmed / But the kynge of ffraunce came out alle armed / 

16 his helme on his hed / and his crowne theron / whan men saw him 
here the crowne / euery man meruailed, & saide that " he aught not 
to here it / sith he toke not on him the name of kynge " ; eue^y man 
spake herof / the cordes were cutte as they were the day bifore. Tiie second 

20 The towrnay dured long, wele foughten / & grete armes that day ney begins, 
were seen / wher-thorugh some dyed. Ouir ^ alle othir, the Due of [^ leaf iis] 
Burgoigne bare the brute / the dedes of alle the tothir that were in J^^"\n olitlioes 
the towmay, were not to be compared vfiih his / notwithstanding *^^<*'^«'^"*«"- 

24 the moost worshipfulle of the world were ther / he ouirthrewe man 
and horses, he racyd of helmes fro hedes / and finally he did so in 
armes, that euery man fled him ; ther was not of them that were 
ageinst him whan the Trumpetis blew the retraite, passing x. that 

28 might defende them ; and if the Trumpeted had taried a litil lenger, 
alle they on his side sholde haue founde noon to feight vfiili. The 
kynge of Scottes was not brought to the stake that day, nor the 
Turke hother / the trumpetes sowned, the listes were closed. The 

52 kynge of fraunce wende to haue passid as he did the day before / 
but fferaunt came bifore him / and tolde him the crye & orden- 
aunce of themperour. The Due of Burgoigne knewe of thies 
werkes, and was entred -withyn the listes alle allone, wherof many 

56 folkes meruailed / The kynge of ffraunce, feling thus taken, had King Philip 
grete displeasir in his herte ; hou-be-it, he most nedes obeye, & 
came bifore the scafEold, where as the Emperozer and the ladies 
were / The Due of Burgoigne alwey folowing him / l^ow cometh i«unhehnd 

[0 fferau72t as nere to the scaffold as he coude, and vnlacid the helme 
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of him that he had in charge ; and assone as it was of his hede, 
that he knewe it was Le Siirnome, he coude not refrayne him to 
kisse him / and whan the Emperot^r and the ladies knewe him / 
they made ioie out of mesure / whan the kyng of Scottes and the 4 
kynge of Englond knewe that their felaw was there, they embraced 
him wit^ as grete ioie as coude be thought. The Emperour coude 
no lenger kepe him on his scaffold, but came downe, and lepe an 
The Emperor bors bak, and came to embrace Le Sumome, his special frende & 8 

embraces -, t • i.-ii->. 

King PhiUp. seruaunt. There was the preas aboute him out of nombre. Somme 
saide, " beholde the outrage of this Due ! This man is of ffraunce / 
and the Due knowet/i his worthynesse, and hath made him toi^ruay 
in his place, wenyng therby to haue the faire lolant." The Due of 12 
Burgoigne toke of his visowr / and required to speke vfith the 
Emperot^r in the presence of alle his ladies. Than came he before 
the Emperoi/r, and spake so high that alle might here him / " sir, 
this same that hath tournaide, is the Kynge of Fraunce " / and tolde 16 

[Mf.ii5,bk.] he how he ^departid out of ffraunce / and of the dethe of his 
ffadir / seing that alle that he had done was by his commaunde- 
ment / wherfore he bisought the Emperowr of pardone. whan the 
Emperot^r knewe that he was kynge of ffraunce, he saide that god 20 
was luste. This was anon knowen ouir alle men / and in esspecialle 
amonge them of ffraunce / that knewe nothinge thereof afore. But 

His French- than they cried with a high voice, ** No welt ! " clappyng their handes / 

men cheer 

him. The Emperowr and ladies wepte bothe for ioie & pite ; and aboue alle 24 

othir, made faire lolant grete ioie / thinkiog in hir-self there was 
neuer womman more bounde to god / trustyng to be accompanyed 
Y^ith him / that hir hert moost desired / Aftir this grete, ioie euery 
prince went to his pavilione. Themperowr coude not wele leue of 28 
embracyng and kissing the kynge of ffraunce. grete was the ioie 
amonge^ them / and fferaunt, whan he hadde beholde his iij. 
seruauntes saide that, "neuer man of his power was so mightily 
serued as he had ben " / whan the Empe?*our behelde the Due of 32 
Tiie Emperor Burgoiguc, he thought he was a passing goodly man of his yeres, 
Duiceof seyng, **that god had wele ioyned so grete truthe and comlynesse 
in o persone ; for honorably and truly he had acquy te him to his 
Neve we." the kynge seid then, that " of long tyme had be knowen 36 
his vncles trouthe ; for there was neuer fadir kynder to his childe / 
than he had alway founde his vncle to him." The kynge of Eng- 
land & of Scotte^, the more they thought on their fortune, the more 
were they abasshed & ameruailed ; for they had neuer redde in 40 
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romans nor in Cronicles, noon like vnto theirs. The Turke, whan he 
sawe this, wondird also gretly in hym-self / and thought wele, by 
the kynge of ffraunce, the Kealme of Sizile had be recouerd / ther- 

4 fore it was moost conueuient, & best right, that his fortune shold be 
to enioie it. Thempe^'our thought this fortune a miracle^ ; wherfore V- ms. mii-- 
he made alle the belles of the towne to be rongen / and toke the Tiie Emperor 
kynge by the hande, & brought him to the chirche / and euery man befu in the 

8 thankid god, that by his grace he had sent thise iij. kynges to their ^^ "*"^* 
recouare, and releef of the cristen feith / and alle the straimgers that 
herd therof , yaue god a grete lawde, holdyng it for a very miracle / 
Frensshmen, that had recouerd their kyng / and knewe for trouthe 

l2 it was the same ^that was named Le Sumome, that had done so [* leaf iiej 
grete a wele to the realme of Sizile, of whom the renome spred 
thorugh alle the world / thankid god as hertly, and Wit^ a grete ioie, 
ad was possible / Than brought themperot^r the kynge of ffraunce to He takes 

16 se the ladies / whiche coude not refrayne their \6kes fro him while toseeioiunte, 
he was there, sauf the faire and good lolant, whiche was so wele 
assured in euery manere, whiche bihelde him with suche wowman- 
hode and wisdom, that neither he nor noon othir shold perceyue hir butehewni 

^ not show her 

20 thought, al-be-it she had not leste pleasir to behold him / In like love for Wm. 
wise was he as wele assured, for "he thought than no place nor tyme 
couenable to shewe that moost touchid his hert / But whan he 
might) he toke leve of themperoi^r to chaunge him, and aftir soper 

ii to come agein to se the ladies. The Emperowr made to speke vnto 
him secretly / that he and his vncle shold come suppe w^'t^ the 
ladies / In like wise warned he the kynge of England and of 
Scotte^. The kynge of lEraunce agreed to his commaundement 

28 wit/tout any grugge / for there was no-thinge that he desired so 
moche, as to be in the company of somme that shold be ther. Thus 
departed he, and toke &raunt by the arme, wold he or not / and KinffPhiUp 
80 went Vfiih him, arme in arme, thorugh the towne, til he came to friends 

32 his logging / where as they made grete ioie / and talked of many 
thinge^ passed / and so drave forth, til tyme came they shold go to 
soper to the Emperoi^r / than departed they fro his loggyng til he 
came to thempe?*our, whiche was accompanyed with the kynges gj {[* fj"? 

J6 afore rehersed. There were set at his boorde, himself, his wif, & Emperor, 
his doughtir, and y . othir grete ladies / ^.The kynge of ffraimce, of 
Englond, and of Scottes, and the due of Burgoigne ; and fferaunt, 
maugre his wille, was set there at the request of the thre kynges. 

to At the soper, was rehersed the gouernaunce of them / how they iij. 

THREE kings' SONS. O 
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bad ben semaunte* to fferaunt / and bow tbey shewed them self at 
this towrnay in suche foztrme, that their first noblesse migbt not be 
forgoten in this Realme. thus passed forth the soper / And the 
Emperowr saide to fferaunt, **that there might no mysauenture 4 
befalle hym, seyng such iij. seruauntes had seruid him " / & they 
seid, " god had sent hem grete grace to serue so good a maister as 

[> if.ncbk.] he was / that, next themperowr, there was no man lyving they ^wolde 
be gladder to do honowr and pleasir vnto." The soper passed forth 8 

The Em- ioifuUy / litil was eten there, for they were alle fedde vfith ioie. 

are too full The Emperour behelde the kynge of ffraunce, that his faire sone 
* shold be, and thought wele that god had accomplisshed.allg weles 
in him. Themperesse thought accordyng to the same. This faire 12 
lady, how moche so euer she was reioised in hir thought, hir 
maner was suche that no man coude perceyue it ; on the tothir side, 
the kynge of ffraunce, in beholdynge hir, trustid as wele to perform© 
the iij*®. day as he had begone ; wherthorugh he was so ravissht 16 
w^'t^ ioie, that he neither eete ne dranke / Af tir soper, bifore the 

King Philip comyuge of othir kynges and princis / the kynge of iffraunce talked 

love, loiante. wit^ the faire lolante / and askid hir, by hir feith, so many noble 

Princis as were at this assemble / if there were not one more than a- 20 
nothir in hir grace / for any thynge that he coude do / he coude 
perceyue by no wordes of hir / but that alle hir hert & wills was at 
the pleasir of hir ffadir / seyng also she was right ioyfulle of the 
grete estate that he was yn, prayng god to sends him asmoche 24 
honowr & ioie as he coude wisshe / he thankid hir ful humbly / 
and askid hir / if god gaf him that fortune to come to the 
mariage of / if she wold not so be aswele content as yfiih a-nothir / 
she chaunged colour, & saide, " God gif hir grace to lyue no lenger 28 
than she be content with hym / that pleasith hir f adir to yeue hir, 
were it be he, or any othir." vfiih thise wordes came yn many othir 
kynges and princes to themperowrs Court. The kynge of fi&aunce, 
of Englond, and of Scotte^, went to mette them / and brought them 32 
yn to the ladies ; the mynstralle^ pleide so many / that alle the halle 

He dances resouuded / the daunces began / The kynge of firaunce toke this 
faire lady, his maistresse, by the hande, and daunced YrOh hir / 
euery body behelde them gladly / And th^mperowr and the Due of 36 
Burgoigne talked togedir / and behelde this goodly couple daunc-. 

and they are yng : " ffoTSothe," seid the Emperotflc / " here is a mete couple / 

coupSfe. god, by his grace, preserue them long " / " fforsothe " / said the Due / 
pieaaem] " If it please you to make the marine, I trowe ye shalle displeasen^ 40 
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tliem neither " / "fforsothe," seid themperowr, "if it please the kynge 
to take my doughtir / noon shall haue hir but he / By the orden- 
aunce of this ToMmay, no man [can] clayme hir of right / but if he 

^ Wynne alle the iij. daies / ^and that can noman do but he / and [• leaf 117] 
though he do not / if it please him to haue hir, I woR be right 
ioyfult, ffor he hath deserued a grettir rewarde / yif it were in me 
to yeue it him ; for y holde myn honoi^r and this Realme, only by 

S god and him" / euery man that was in the halle spake of this matier / 
and in their mynde gaf this faire lady to the kynge of ffraunce. Aftir 
the daunces, euery man lay downe by the ladies, and talked to-gedir / 
the night came & departed them / and alle folke^ went to rest / and 
12 on the morow, at the houre apointed, the kynge« and prince* came TheTiiird 
to the towrnay / as they did the dayes bifore / The kynge of tfraunce ney begins, 
was wele loked on / that day / & if he had done meruailes the ij. 
daies bifore / it semed to alle f olkes it was nothing in comparison King piniip 

surpasses 

16 to that he did the last day; for at that day there was none that uimseif. 
might abide his strokes ; so that by than the Trumpetes blewe the 
retraite, there was not one on that othir side to feight with-aMe. 
Thus venguisshed he the Towrnay by alle iij. daies / and ouir alle He is the 

20 othir next him / the kynge of Enelond & the kynj^e of Scottes had the Kings 

' "^ ^ f* , -r^ ofEnglaiHi 

the preyse / At the departyng of the Towrnay, the Empero?<r sent and Scotland 
to alle the kynges & prince* to suppe with him that night / and their 
had he ordeyned the most noble and riche soper that euer had be 

24 seen there bifore / thider came all f olke* ; and eueri man set in 
ordre / a prince alwey, and a princesse, or a grete lady / Aftir soper, 
the Emperowr called the moost part of the noble men that were in the 
halle, reseruyng them that had towrnaide / and also toke vnto hym 

28 the kynge* of Armes / and the notable heralde* of euery prince that 

there was, and went in-to another halle in Counselle, and made the The grand 

. Council 

Daunce* to begynne, to disport the prince* the meane while / and 
whan he was in his counselle, accompanyed as y haue seid you / he 

32 asked what he shold do / and deliuerd the ordre of the to^^may ; and 
asked if "they knewe any man that had accomplisshed the trye of 
this, he wold holde his promesse, without makyng lenger tale " / It 
was so clere matier, that alle, of one accorde, gaf the price of alle iij. aji adjudge 

36 daies to the kynge of ffraunce. The Emperour wolde haue the witte ^ y^^^Jj^'P 

. & thauise of the ladies, and sent for the emperesse, & for the moost 

part of the ladies / and the remenaunt abode stille at the Daunce* 

witJi his doughtir. Than asked he ^ their auise, as he had done of [«if.ii7,bk.] 

40 the men / and anone they gaf their iugement to the kynge of 

2 
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ffraunce. Themperowr herynge this, toke the Emperesse by the 
haude, & came in-to the halle, and toke their daughtir as she was 
dauncyng / bitwene them bothe, and came toward the kynge of 
fPraunce ; and wha72 he saw them, he came to them. Than said 4 
themperour, "Eight noble & valiaunt kyngi this Towmay was 
ordeyned like as ye knowe / wherof the price ys youen vnto you by 
alle iij. daies / hou-be-it, this Towmay compellith you not to take my 
The Emperor doughtir, but if it please you. IT Natheles, here y presewte hir to 8 
daughter you, in kepyug my promesse / and gif you the price / & hir, if it 

King PhiUp, please you to take hir/* llUumination: 1. lolante qffbrd to K. PhUip; 2. married to him.} 

WHan the kynge of ffraunce sawe this present that he moost 
desired, he kneled donne, & saide, " my lord 1 of the grete 12 
honowr and curtesie that ye do me / of hir that is so 
moohe worth, — first, y thanke almighti god / and right humbly y 
thanke yowr grace & the Empe7*esse / and to outrageous & ferrest 
ouirseyen shold he be, that suche a present refused / and as for me, 16 

who gijvdiy I am redy to take hir / and moost glad therof of any thinge " / 
Than toke he the faire maide, & kissed hir / and euery man preide 
god to sende them long lif to-gedir, with moche honour and ioie / 

is plighted tforthwit^ was an Archebisshop called, and he onssured them / and 20 
the day of mariage was apointed the thrid day / and agein that day 

and 3 days Were cried lustes of .XX. helmes against alle comers / at whiche day 
the kynge of ffraunce and aUe his company apointed them as richely 
as was possible / The moost part of kyng<?« & princis came to his 24 
loggyng, to do him honour & company that day / than went they to 
[leaf US] the Emperottrs loggyng / where they fonde ^themperesse and hir 
faire doughtir / accompanyed with many ladies and gentilwomen 
redy to go to chirche. I can not reherce the grete richesse that was 28 
that day shewed, in aray and in lewels, amonge the princes and 
princesses / for eche was araied as riche as they coude / ye may wele 
thinke, the kynge of ffraunce & his company were not the werst ; 
for, ful sory wold he haue ben to a wist any othir nacion to haue 32 
passed him that day / But he and his vncle exceded in richesse, 
that day, alle othir princis that were there, whan he had seen the 
faire lolant, he went to chirche, accompanyed with many a grete 

marries her. priucc. and after was she brought to chirche ; where they were 36 
maried with grete ioie / and than retoumed home agein to dyner / • 
whiche was as grete and as roialle, as to such iolkes belonged / The 
kynge of ffraunce gaf to the heralded grete richesse, whervpone they 
cried " largesse '' thorugh the halle, as was accustumed / after the 40 
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boordes were taken vp / the daunces endured but a while, be cause of Dance« 

' follow; 

the lustes / At the lustes, for the loue of the kynsje of ffraunce and then Jousts. 

' ' . ? , TheJonsts 

of his wif , Themperowr was on the vttir party, and the Due of Bur- «" hj?"®?*".®' 

' ■*^ *■ " ' K. Philip 8 

4 goigne was on the Inne side, wit^ the kynge of ffraunce / Thise "oarrfage. 
luster dured til it was euen / and torche light / There were iij. C. 
helnies / and there were so many ladies & gentilwommen, that there 
were Scaffolded for them on.eche side the felde / there had not be 

8 seen bifore, grettir luster than tho. That day, was many an high & 
noble crye of mighti kynge« and princes & grete lordes. Thus 
passed the day til soper tyme / & aftir soper, began the Daunces / 
And there were riche monnaynges of grete princes / & many 

12 riche presenter brought to this faire lady / Thus passed forth the 
night, til it was tyme to go to rest / Than was the faire lolant 
brought to bed / The kyng of ffraunce taried not long aftir. Now 
were there togedirs tho persones of the world that moost were to 

16 be preysed / the night passed / the day came / the kynge arose / 
aiid the queue bothe, and were araied so richely that it was meruaile 
to beholde. The lordes came to se the kynge / the ladies & gentil- 
women came to se the queue / what shall I make lenger tale / this 

20 fest endured xv. daies hole ; and euery day, newe lustes & Towmay / The Pea«t 
But ^ there was neuir ffeste in this worlde / but onys it must haue \} if.ii8,bk.] 
an endci 

Y^N" an Euenyng, at a grete assemble, the Turke came to 
themperowr, and to the tothir kynges and Princes that were 
there, seyng vnto them / **My lordes, ye knowe wele that, 
in trust of you / y haue lefte the lawe that I held of / and toke me 
to the lawes of Ihesu crist / eche of you hath promysed me aide / 
28 and wit/ioute helpe I can not abide in myn onne Cuntre / wherupon 

I require you nowe of counselle and aide " / The princes there pre- The Emperor 
sent, knewe that he seid trouthe ; [&] remembryng their promesse / notify to the 
aduised them to sende, euery prince, [a lettrel vndir his scale, to alle ti»ey "^^ 

•'•^'--' ' help him if 

32 thestates of the Turkes lande, certifiyng them by the same, to take his ^*fJ*^!?JJ. 
part, if it so were that they wold rebelle ageinst him / Thus concluded ^^i™- 
they to sende messangers forth / In the meane tyme, avised him the 
kynge of Englond / how he had ij. Susters of grete beaute, and of 

36 resonable age to be mailed ; wherfore he thought he coude not bettir 
bestowe thQ one of theym, than on the kynge of Scottes, his next 
neighbour, for the grete loue, and long acqueyntaunce and familiarite 
that had ben bitwene them. And the tothir Suster, he thought to 

10 mary to the Due of Burgoigne / But he seid, ** verily be wold neuer 
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The Duke of be marled / nor in his youtlie entendid no mariage " / And whau 

decKsto the kynge vndirstode the answere of the Due, he thought to mary 

hir vnto the Turke / for he herd say the Turke had a Sustrr of high 

beaute, & she wold become cristen / he thought it were a metely 4 

mariage for him to mary the Turkes suster, and the Turke to mary 

his / Suche wordea were cast forth among6»s the Princes ; so that the 

Emperowr, and the kynge of fFraunce,.and the Due of Burgoigne, 

that was an inly wise man, toke the besinesse vpon them / and 8 

conduyte it so that thise mariages were accorded, and a messanger 

Sultan sent forth for the Turkes suster / And assone as she might, she 

iieautifui came / at the commaundement of hir brothir / and whan they 

Sister » " 

knewe of hir corny ng / The kynge of fFraunce, the kynge of Eng- 1*3 
lond, and the kynge of Scottes, mette w?'t7i hir, & brought hir to hir 
logging. And whan she was alight, and they departed / the Turke 
[I leaf 119] shewed vnto hir the cause of hir sendyng for / and howe he ^was 

bicome cristened / and How, if she wold Bicome cristened, he had 16 
maried hir to right a goodly Prince, & a mighti, whiche was the 
reftises, at kynge of Englond / But the first day, the seconde, & the third after, 
up her Faith coudc he neuer tume his suster / and whan he sawe it wold no 
King Hum- bcttir be, he came to the Empero?/r and to the kyng of ffraunce, the 20 

phreyof ' ^ J © > 

England, kynge of Englond & the kynge of Scottes, and tolde them / * how 
in no wise his suster and he coude accorde ' ; & tolde them what 
answers she made him / The kynge of Englond, — that be this tyme 

who is very was right amorous, & supprised w^tTi hir grete beaute, — whan he 24 

much in love ° ^ rr o > 

with her, herd thise tidynges was right sorowfutt / and chaunged colo?*r & 
countenawnce so fer forth, that he had not a word to speke. This 
espied wele bothe themperowr and the kynge of ffraunce / and than 
seide the kynge of flPraunce / ** brynge hir to the Emperesse, to be 28 
accompanyed viiih the ladies here, to se if they be of any grettir 
power to chaunge hir than ye / and by this meane, may she haue 
some acqueyntaunce of my brother, the kyng of Englond ; whiche, 
perauenture, may so twrne hir hert, that she shal pray you of that 32 
ye now pray hir." Themperour and alle they lough / The Turke 
saide, *and he might by any meane, he wolde bringe hir to the 
Daunces to the ladies * / he did so moche, that af tir soper he brought 
hir. And whan she sawe so grete assemble of Princis & princesses, 36 
she meruailed gretly, thinkyng she sawe neuer so good a sight / 
She salewed the Einperowr and themperesss / and alle the ladies / 
and alle the kynges and princis / than began the daunces / where 
she avised wele the kynge of Englond, & thought him right a 40 
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goodly knight / and a wele assured ; and there herd she y-noucjh tho' she 

^ J '^ I ' ^ . thinks him 

rehersed of his noblesse & good maners. The ladies escorted hir a- a goodly 

*^ ^ ^ man. 

part to leve hir lawe / & eche seide the best they coude / but in no 
4 wise coude they conuerte hir / Thus departed she to hir logging, 
whan tyme was / sone af tir, came hir brothir vnto hir / and asked hir 
* how she liked the company that she had seen that night.' she said, 
" right wele " / he asked hir * how she liked the kynge of Englond ' / 
8 and her hert serued hir vnto him / she saide * right wele, if she The saltan's 
might kepe hir owne feith ' / othir answere coude he noon gete of to keep her 
hir / Thus departed they ; and she went to bedde that night ; [then] 
thought she of this goodly company she had seyne. ^The kynge [Mf.iia.bk.] 

12 of Englond was not forgoten / the more she remembrid him, the 
bettir she liked him / hou-be-it her herte coude not agree for him, 
nor noon othir, to leve hir feith / The kynge of Englond, on the 
tothir side, the of tener he sawe hir, the more he loued hir / and 

16 supposed wele in his mynde that he coude not bringe his purpose 

aboute / wherfore he thought best / to depart. And on the morowe, Then the 
came vn-to the kynge of ffraunce, and tolde him his entent / The land says 
kynge of ffraunce counseld him yit to abide / and went him self to 

20 the Turke, and tolde him / "ye ar likly to lese here the kynge of 
Englond, for he wilt departe / for he thinkith his abidyng here 
serueth him of nought / and so thinke y also / ffor thinke ye he is 
a man to be kepte so long in speche ? me semeth it is wele doo, ye 

24 go to your suster to vndirstonde hir wiUe / and to take of hir this 
night a ferme answere / fPor it is tyme that he be answerd one way 
or othir " / " By my trouthe," seide the Turke, " it is not in my 
defaute / that he is so long vnanswerd ; but to-morowe y shalt telle 

28 you vttirly hir will " / Af tir this, the Turke departed, and came to 
his suster, and tolde hir, " I most this night telle a playne answere 
of yowr entent / The kynge of ifraunce, the kynge of Englond, and 
othir princis that be in this towne, wille departe / for the good wille 

32 they haue vnto you and me / they haue longe kepte them here ; 

wherfore me thinkith ye deale meruailously / But y pray you now, Tiie snitan 

Cliarles 

say at ones howe ye wille be demeaned / whethir ye wille be agreablo presses his 

msvGr Tor ft 

to their desire and myne ; or ellis y shali lete them departe / and favourable 
36 thanke them of tlieir good wille they haue shewed me / how be it, if Humphrey, 
they thus departe / by you shall y lese the moost sure & specialle 
frendes y haue in this world.'* whan his Suster herd him thus sey / 
she knewe wele of force she most discouere hir entente touchyng 
40 his alliaunce / and was so supprised that she wist not what to say / 



200 She at last agrees to turn Christian, and be Queen of England. 
The siitan'8 She thought, * if she renaide not hii f eith, she shold displease hir 

Sinter is in 

great ckmbt. brothei / and also put him h^ grete daunger, & losse of his frendes ' / 
She thought also, ' if she shold levehir feith / and take a newe, what 
iuharde that shold be vnto hir soole.' Thus was she b grete while 4 
w^t7^out speche. hir brothir presyd sore on hir alway to haue an 
V leaf 120] answere / And at the laste she ^said, '' y am in a sorowfulle case / 
ffor ye, that be my souerain Lorde and brother, say / if y accomplissh 
not jour pleasir / y shall cause your grete iubarde / and perauentt^re 8, 
3'^OMr destruccion / and on that othir side / yf y renounce my 
feithe / what shal than befalle of my soule" / " Be my feith^" seide 
the Turke, " I take the perelt therof on me " / " Than," quoth she, 

She asks for 2 " y pray you respite me for ij. daies " / The Turke in no wise durst 12 
* * graunte hit, til he hadde spoken with the kynge of ffraunce / Than 
went the kynge of ffraunce and he, to the kynge of Englond for this 
respite / and he was therto agreable, trustyng vpon a good answere. 
On the morowe, the Turke toke ij. or iij. notable cleikis, & went to 16 

She is oon. his sust^r, and made them to shewe hir oure feith / and they exorted 

verted by 

chrisuaa hir in suche wise that she was agreable to bo cristened / and the 

same night was she cristened by the Emperesse and the quene of 

ff7*aunce. Aftir that she was cristened, she came to se the Emperowr, 20 

and marries & was there with the ladies til she was maried / and the thridde 

l?"*£^d ^^y aft67', was the kynge of Englond and she maried to-gedir wttA 

grete solempnite and loie. 

■yOw shall y telle you of the messangers that were sent in-to 24 
the Turkey land : they did their deuoirs, so that thestate8 
were assembled, and redde the letters of aUe the Princes. 
The Sultan's and whan they knewe the tidynge^, that their lord had taken the 

cristen feith / they were right sory / how-be-it they durst not make 28 
no besinesse ageinst him / for the drede they had of the promyses 
that alle thise princes had made vnto him / wherfore, of comon assent, 
they made a lettir to the Emperowr and to the Turke, & to alle the 
prince* that were there / puttyng them in knowlache / that, * as for 32 
the chaunge of his feith, they remitted that [to] his conscience ; they 
reqnireoniy Were coutcnt to obcy him on suche condic/on, that noon shold be 
may keep constreyucd to leve his feith / for that wold they neuer do ' / whan 
Faith. the messangers came agein, the Emperowr and alle the kynge« and 36 

princis were wele content with their message. The suretees were 
taken bitwene them / Alle this done & pe^iormed, euery pw'nce toke 
hede to his owne besinesse / The kynge of ffraunce desired moche 
to go in-to his Eealme. The Turke desired to roary his wif / The 40 
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kynge of Scotte* in like wise / wherfore euery man wold departe 
from the Emperowr / On a day, at good leiser, they came to the 
^Emperowr / and shewed him their desire; wherfore he was right c* if.i2o,bk.] 
4 sory / but he knewe wele it most nedes he so. Than asked he 
what they wold do. The kynge of Englond spake first, & seid xheiaige 
he had promysed his ij. Sustres in manage, as he knewe wele / gathering is 

to broftk up« 

whiche he wold fayne perfowrme. Themperowr desired the kyng 
8 of Englond & the kyng of Scottes, to pray the kynge of ffraunce to 
abide stille with him / " fforsothe," saide the kynge, " sith my first 
departyng oute of ffraunce to come in-to the werres of Sizile, sawe 
y not my lady my moder" / "forsothe," saide themperowr, **ye 

12 haue grete reason than to se hir" / The kyng of Englond than 
besought the kyng of ffraunce to be at the mariage of his ij. 
Sustirs./ "fibrsothe," seide the kyng of ffraunce, **I shalt, yrith right 
good wille." Themperowr, he ring alle thise apointemcTite^, saide : 

16 *' trewly, y hold my lond by god & you iij.; and therfore, my sone, 
y wiUe first go with you in-to yot^r Kealme / & fro thens in-to the 
Eealme of Englond, to the mariage of the kinge^ Susters ; <fe so come 
home thorugh the Realme of Scotland, & conduyte the yong Quene ; 

20 & fro thens come hider agein, where y shalt ende the remenaunt of 
my daies." This conclusion was taken bitwene him, the Turke, & 
the kynge^, & the Due of Burgoigne. Than euery man aredied 
him to departe ; and alle on a day departed they. The kynge of The King 

24 Englond, his wif, & the Turke, departid to Englond / The king of of England, 
Scottes in-to Scotland / Themperowr, & the kyng of ffraunce & their suitan, go ^ 
wifes, went in-to ffraunce / Now behoueth it to reherce how euery k. Davw to' 

' ^ ' '^ Scotland; 

man sped his loumay. llllumination: Emperor, French King, die. riding off".} ^® ^^^ to 

28 I ^Irst shalle we speke of the kynge of ffraunce / At his depa^ii- 




ing, he sent to assertayne the Eealme of ffraunce, & specially 
vnto his moder, of his comyng, & the trouthe of alle his for- 
tune / And whan the messangers came there / it can not be writen, 
32 the ioie that was than in the Eealme of ffraunce. But ouir alle othir 

this disconsolate moder, the Quene of ffraunce, was glad whan she The Qneen 

, . , Dowager of 

herd tidynge* of hir right dere sone / Hou-be-it, she toke displeasir France 
that he had be in ffraunce, & not spoken with hir. And whan she 

36 first herd ^tidinge* of his comyng, she said / " Alias, my childe ! if P leaf 121] 
thi good ffadir^ had knowen the alyve, he had yit lyued / or ellis 
departid out of this world more at his ease / But now, do god bj- longs to see 
me his pleasir ; so that ones I might se the or y dye " / Suchc fore she dies. 

AO wordes saide the good olde Quene of ffraunce, moder to the kyng / 
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Ouir alle tlie realme they range belles & made processions, thankyng 

god of his grete grace ; for thei neuer trusted to haue hadde the ioie 

of presence of their yong king / fulle grete ioie had thei also of his 

King Philip, mariage, & of the good renoune of their yong Quene / This meane 4 

Queen and tvme, Came themperowr & the kinse of flfraimce into the Realme / & 

the Em- %/ » x w / 

peror, enters at their first entryog, ther mette them many estates & moche people. 
& whan he came amonges the people, tbey cried " No welt " with an 

t^ hia folks' high voice, yelding thank to god on their knees, ioynyng their 8 
handes to hevinwarde / whan the Emperowr & his wif sawe in his 
Eealme suche people in suche estate, their hertes were alle renewed 
with ioie. Aftir, came the nobles, in the moost & best biseyn co7»- 

The clergy pany that was seen there bifore. There was the clergie wtt/tout 12 
nombre, solempnely & honowrably set in ordre, whiche, next the 
comon people, salewed the kyng, preysyng god of his agein-comyng, 

and nobles whichc was not w^t^out wcpyng / Than came the noble folkes, 

accompanyed as is bifore reherced / and did vnto him their 16 
reiierences / and by one of them were the wordes saide bifore them 
alle, a grete processe / preisyng god of his retowrne / grete was the 
preise there. And at theiitryng of the Towne, the stretes were 
hanged / before theire houses were the ladies & gentilwommen / 20 

BO do the burgeises & maydens; grete was the ioie there. The processions 

burgesses 

und maidens, were alwey bifore the kyng / And the Emperowr and he alighted 
at the chief chirche / and so did the ladies, to praise and thanke 
god. Aftirwarde the kyng cowueyed themperour to his loggynge / 24 

They give and than retowmed to his owne. The towne made to the kyng & 

presents to «/ o 

tiie King, the Queue grete presentes ; & so they did to themperoMr & them- 
presse. Thus was the kinge & themperowr receyued in euery place 
they came to in the Realme / and whan the Emperowr came to 28 
Paryce, he and his folkes alle meruailed of the gret Richesse they 
sawe there / the kynge brought him to the palice / where as the 
Quene his moder, gretly accompanyed with ladies & gentilwommen. 

His Mother mette vrith themperot^r & thempe?*esse. But whan she sawe hir 32 

SWOOIIB fOT 

j.|y on seeing sone, shc had no power to susteyne hir-self / for the ioie she had / 
and iovthvfith felt in swoune, wherof themperowr & themperesse 

[I If. 121, bk.] were right so^rowfuUe / but ouir alle othir, the king was moost sory / 

& brought Jje Themperowr to his chambre, & forthw*t7i went to his 36 
moder, whiche he fonde somwhat recouerd. & whan he saw hir, he 
kneled downe, and fulle humbly axed hir mercy / and besought hir / 
that it pleased hir to take som payne to make chere to themperesse 
& to hir doughtir / The quene, that was right feble, saide vnto him / 40 
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" my sone, sitii that y haue seen you a lyve bifore my dethe, I am 
now content that god do by me as it pleasith him / Neuirtheles, I 
shal make the best chere y can ; but trewly my lymmes may not 

4 yit susteyne me ; wherfore y pray you sende for my faire doughtir, 
yowr wif , that y may se hir " / and. whan she behelde hir, she thought 
hir the fairest creature that euir she sawe / & made as moche of hir 
as she coude / At night, the -Emperowr and themperesse supped in 

8 their chambre. The king & the Queue supped vtiih his modir / whiche King Phuip 
might not ete that soper tyme, for ioie she had of them bothe / Queen sup 

__ with iiifl 

That night, were brought grete p?'esentes by them of Parice / bothe Motiier. 
to the Themperowr & to Themperesse / & to the kynge & to the 
12 Queue / &, whan tyme was, alle men went to rest / til on the morow / 
they rose vp at good tyme, & herd diuine seruice / and than went 
to dyner / And whan they had dyned / the luster began / It semed Jousts begin, 
that tyme that alle the world was in ioie / This ffesto endured the The Festival 

1 Aft tiS ft. 

16 space of an hole moneth. The olde Queue reioysed hir so now, that month, 
she put oute of mynde alle passed sorowes / Now came the tyme 
that they most depart, to to go the mariage in Englond. The kinge 
led wfiih him his moder, to cause hir take som disport & ioie / for 

20 longe tyme had she be wttAout any / Themperowr, thorughout alle 
the Eealme, was fested in euery Cite, and in euery grete princes 
house / that lay in his way / til he came to the depa?'tyng out of 
fPraunce / where as he was as honourably conduyted, as he was 

24 receyued at his first comyng. Now passe th he the see / & land id The King 
at Dover / where as the kynge of Englond, and his wif, and the France land 

at J/ovef } 

Turke, resceyued them vriih grete honour ; & with the Queue were 
the kynges ij. Susters / that were right faire / The kyng of Scottes 

28 was not yit come / but he taried not long aftir / ffor the day of his 
mariage was set or he went out of Sizile. There resceyued the 
kynge of Englond, Themperour and Themperesse, the kynge of 
ifraunce, & the ij. Queues vfiih grete hono?ir / and, as long as they 

32 were in the Kealme, wold sufFre them, nor noon of them, to pay for 

no thing that they spent / Then rode ^they til they came to [Meafi22] 
London ; and in euery place Themperowr and his company wel- London! ** 
comed, as belonged to their estates. And whan they came to 

36 London, The kynge of ffraunce was inly glad to se the richesse and 
estate that he sawe there / & how nobly & honourably Themperowr 
was resceyued ther. Sone aftir their comyng, came the kyng of 
Scotte^, whiche was mette vfi\h / by the kynges & princes that were 

40 in the Towne, and was right highly & honot^rably resceyued. The 
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K. Hum- day came, that the Turke and the kynge of Scotte* shold be maried 
Sisters many to the kynge of Englonde^ susters / A meruailous grete f este there 
and the King ^as, and a riche & a wele serued / The luster & festes were fin*ete by 

ofSootland. ' ' ^ ^ 

The ifarriage manv daies. The feste endured xv. dales / Than departed them- 4 

Festival lasta '' ' '^ 

16 days. p^TOt^r & the kyng of lEraunce. The prince* & the lordes of 
Englond, that had lefte their childre witA the kynge whan he 
departid fro his fadir / made a grete request vnto the Turke / that 
there might be a serche thorugh his land, if any of their childre 8 
were ly ving / sayng that they wold ^yiih right good wille pay their 
fynaunce / The kyng of Englond required him right hertly for the 
same. The Turke promysed him to do asmoche as was possible 

The Emperor therin / The Emp^owr, that knewe wele that alle his conquest and 12 

promises to . 

good fortune was comen him, next godde« helpe, by the thre kyng?* 

present, and for the loue that he had to the kyng of Englond, he 

saide to the Turke / " the aliaunce that ye haue wfiih the kynge of 

give back to Englond, shalt make you nowe to recouere the place* that y haue 16 

the Tnriiish w*t^in your land / ff or now ye be his brothir, y yelde and yeue 

towns he ini -ii/. 

took (p. 155). vnto you them frely agein / wherfore say gramercy to yot^r brothir." 

The Turke right humbly thankid the Emperowr, and so did the 

kynge of Englond also / Nowe cometh the tyme of Themperowrs 20 

departyng / The kynge of Scotte* besought him to take his way 

thorugh Scotland / and besought his ij. felawes that they wold 

conduyte the Empe?'Owr thider / and desired the Turke in like wise. 

Thempero?«r and alle thise kynge* agreed to the kynge* of Scotte* 24 

The Emperor requcflt / Thus departed they fro londone / and til they were out of 

SfFraSceand the Realmc / the kinge of Englond wold not lete them be chargid 

Scotland. with nothing that they toke / And whan they came in-to Scotland, 

they were there right wele and honowrably resceyued, & gretly 28 
fested ouir alle the Realme / Thus were they thre wekt* in passing 
thorugh the Realme. And many grete festis & Tournais / And 
whan the Emperowr saw thise iij. seruaunte*, that so long had 
[1 if.i22,bk.] serued ^him / he was right ioifult of their estate & puissaunce / and 32 
thought his doughter wele vred / so did he the Realme of Sizile, & 
desired no thinge so moche / as to se some childre of his doughtir 
The Empe- bifore his dethe / god graunted his request / for he sawe y-nough 
ter, Queen comc of hir, as fairc childre as euer were borne / whiche did af tir, 36 

lolante, bears ' ' 

mwjair grete thinge*, as men may finde in Stories of ffraunce. There 
departed he & his ioifult company / at whiche departynge was 
remembred more sorow than ioie / whan the Emperour shold say 
fare wele, ho coude not speke of a grete while ; but at last, whan 40 
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he might speke, he saide that, dales of his lyve, had he neuer be so 
long to-gedir in ioie & wele / euery man toke leve of him / And 
whan his faire doughtir sholde take hir leve of him / he toke hir 
4 in his armes, and stode so a long while, & nouther of them coude 
speke a worde / And whan the kynge of fPraunce saw that / he 
made the departyng / and said to themperowr / that at any tyme 
that it pleasid him, she shold come se him / than brought he hir to 
8 the Emperesse / and nouther of them coude wele loke on othir for 
wepyng. Than departed the kyng them, like as he had done them- 
peroMr and hir. Than went she in-to hir chambre, accompanyed 
with many ladies & gentilwomen / Then the Emperowr & them- xiie Emperor 

1 2 peresse departed / and the Turke and hia wif in his company / The *" ™p"** 
king of flPraunce, Englond, and of Scottes, conveied Themperowr, & 
than toke their leve / at whiche depa^'tyng was grete sorowe ; and 
eche embraced othir ful louyngly. Whan they were depa/'ted, 

10 Themperowr, the Turke, and fferaunt, kepte their streight course in- return to 
to Sizile / and passed forth the tyme yrith talkyng of suche aventures '^^ ^' 
as they had seen in their daies / & sped so wele that they came in- 
to Sizile / the Turke taried there but litil / but went home iu-to The suitan 

20 his owne Cuntre, and his wif with him / where he was right worship- English wife 
fully resceyued, for dred of the two kynges that he was alied with / Turkey, 
Than made he grete serche thorugh alle the Realme for the childre 
of Englond, and founde the moost parte of them, so that ther 

24 lakked not passyng two / Than made he them to be bayned, and set free aii 
kepte aswele as they coude / til they were agein in their strengthe children 
and coloztr. than horsed he eche one of them, and apointed them in send them 

* home. 

the best wise, and sent them in-to Englond, without payng of any 
28 raunsom / and sent letters vnto his brother of Englond, & ^this [» leafias] 
present wit/tall / wherof the kynge was ioifult as he might be / and 
gretely thanked the Turke / and sent him agein grete gifted. Now 
were the ffadirs & the modirs in grete ioie, that hadde agein their 
32 children. 

THe kynge of ffraunce, aftir the departyng of Themperowr, 
abode there but a while / and the night before his departyng, 
supped alle thise iij. kynge« to-gedre, & there made assur- 
36 aunce & promesse, eche to othir / that neuer noon of them shold 
faile othir ; but that eche shold loue othir as brethem, and eche take 
othirs quarelt as his owne. On the morowe, departed the kynge of The Kings of 
fPraunce / the kyng of Englond & the kynge of Scottea conueied England quit 
40 him / and at the departing there was many a sorowfuH embrac- 
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yng / for ful glad wold they haue ben to haue cowtynued the 
reinenaunt of their lyves to-gedre, if it might so be / but eche of 
them was of suche estate / that their besinesse and charge was 
suche / that thei might not contynue to gedre, whicfe sore for- 4 

The King thought them alle / whan the kynge of ffraunce, the Quene, & their 

of France go company Were shipped / the wynde serued them so wele / that 
w^'tAin litil while they landed at Scluse. The Erie of fflaundres 
herd of his comyng, and met with him there / and made him grete 8 

thro* Bniges chere & f ecst / and so forth brought him to Bruggys / and there 
made him alle the chere that was possible vnto him / The kynge, at 
his departyng, gaf him grete giftes / And whan the kynge came in 

to France, to flPraunce / he forgate not his good Hoste at Tolet in Spayne / nor 12 
his Nevewe, nor his wif / that longe had logged him / for he thought 
it was reason, now he was of suche estate & power, to remembre 
them that had so moche done for him / Wherfore he sent vnto them, 
assertaynyng them who he was that they had logged, praing them 16 
alle to come vnto him / And whan they spake with the messanger / 
& had verrily vndirstande his message / they were alle supprised 
with ioie / and in alle haste possible arredied them to go vnto the 

K. Philip kinge / whiche, at their comynge, made them passing grete chere / 20 

rowftirds 111 s 

old Host at and thajiked them of the grete goodnesse they had shewed him in 
his disease / and gaf vnto eche of them / of land / possessions and 
offices, y-nough for them, and those that shold come of them, to lyve 
[I if.i28,bk.] alway in honowr / Aftir thise tidynge^ thus done, ^the olde Quene 24 
of fl&raunce contynued the remenaunt of her dales with grete ioie in 
goode & perfit lif. The Due of Burgoigne coude not departe from 
his Nevewe / The kinge, & the Quene his wif, contynued to-gedre 
many yeres / & eche loued othir aswele as was possible / and serued, 28 
loued, & dred god, helde the Kealme alle their lif in grete Justice, 
King DaTid pcas, & trauquillitc, and had children to their pleasir / The kynge of 
Sigiish Scottes departed from the kynge of Englond, and brought his wif 
home to home in-to Scotland / and bo the the king of Englond, and he, & 32 
havechif- their wyues, contynued in many yeres to-geder / & had children, 
uve happily, eche of them, suche as they were aftir right ioyfuUe of / and helde 
their Eeaume in grete Justice & peas / and their children contynued 
in the same aftir their dales, hauyng moo Keaumes to goueme than 36 
their fadirs had / wherof this storie makith noo mencion. But y 
suppose the Cronykells of the Eeaume reherceth the noblesse of 
The Emperor them / ThemperoMr lyved but a while aftir / Than felle the Eeaume 
sidiy faiu of Sizilc to the kynge of ffraunce, by reason of his wif / wherof he 40 
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toke the possession. The Turke helde f ermely the lawes of Ihesu to King 
crista / and many of his Eeaume / But the moost part wold neuir France, 
leve their feith / hut he lyued not long aftir / nor neuer hadde childe 
4 by his wif / & aftir his dethe, was neuer goddis [lawe] kepte nor 
dred in that Cuntre / wherf ore she went in-to Englond agein / and The suitan's 

.... o e> , English 

contvnued the Remenauwt of hir lif with hir brothir. widow comes 

" , home to 

Thus endith this Boke, whiche hath ben translated with peyne, E"gia"d. 
8 for the length of tyme sith alle thise thinges felle. And vndir the 
Boke was writen, 

Si fortuna tonat, caueto mergi. 
Si fortuna iuuat, caueto tolli.^ 

^ A much later hand has written above these 2 verses, 4 others as prose : — 

" by faith, we please the lord / 
by faith, we are set free / 
by faith we work the will of god, 
faith will not idell bee." 



Note to page 136, line 5. 

Poo or Peacock. — In the 14th century Chanson de geste of the Voeux du 
Paon (MS. Addit. Brit. Mus. 16,956, copied from a MS. No. 6985 (?) in the 
National Library at Paris : P. Paris Mamcscrits Francois iii. 106, A.D. 1840), 
"Porrus shoots the peacock (73 b.) ; it is served up at table, and Cassamus 
calls on all the knights to make their vows upon it (f. 74 b). * Elyot,* a dam- 
sel of high degree, in the service of Fezom^ (daughter of Godifer), carries it 
round ; the vows are made, and the peacock is eaten (flf. 75-82 b)." Ward's 
Catalog of JtoTnances in Brit. Mus, i. 147. 
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BY MR. THOMAS AUSTIN. 



A, inter j. ah! 8/18, 34. 

A, pron. he, 63/6, 109/;, III/9. 

A, vb. have, 4/6, 69/28. 

Abielde, vh. t. habiled, dressed, 88/22 ; 

abiled, pp. 50/28 ; abile, inf, 88/22. 
^Abused, vh, ill-used, I6/34. 
Accompany, xib, take associates to, 180/ 

39- 
Amated, pp. dismayed, overcome, 66/ 

34. See Mate, 
Amegred, pp. emaciated, 9/36. Fr. 

aniaigrir. 
Amenyssht, pp, diminished, 4/9. 
Arnonest, vb. admonish, warn, 6/12. 

O.Fr. adriMynester, 
And, coiij. if, 7/7, 64/14. 
Anoon, adv, anon, 76/30. 
Armee, sb. army, 40/5. Fr. aim^e. 

See Navee. 
Amies, sb. do arms, fight, 6I/11, 62/5, 

Fr. faire armes. 
Arowblast, sb. arblast, cross-bow, 42/ 

30- 
Artrye, sb, artillery, 4O/38; Arthery, 

76/30. 

Aryuail, sb. arrival, landing-place, 41/ 
10. 

As and, as if, I8/37. 

Ascried, vb. challenged, 97/21. 

Asserteyne, vb. inform, 4/ii, 88/3. 

Assured, |>|?. trained, 84/24, 198/i8, 199/ 
I. Comp. Fr. assurer un oiseau, i, e. 
a hawk, and also see Ensured. As- 
surance is a sine qud non of breeding : 
— * Be bold, be bold, in everything be 
bold. Be not too bold.* 

Auenture, sb, hazard, peril, 8/9, 66/12. 

Aught, vb. owed, 94/4. 

Ayenst, |>re/>. a. hym, before him, on his 
entry, 19/ 14. 

THREE kings' SONS. 



Bargette, sb. small barge, 41 /16. O.Fr. 
bargette. 

Be, prep, by, be than = by the time that, 
68/27. 

Beanmes, sb, trumpets, 76/8. 

Belli, vb, befell, 2/23. 

Behelde, vh, looked, desired, 88/38. 

Belefte, j?p. left, I8/31 ; bilefte, I66/39. 

Bien venu, sb. welcome, vl81/35. Fr. 
bien-venue. 

Boorde, sb. table, I28/34, I82/13. 

Brake, vh, b. their embusshementes, 
comp. break cover, 8O/37. 

Brayng, sb, groaning, I2/15. 

But, unless, 168/ 14 ; but yif, but if, un- 
less, 168/8. 

By & by, at once, 1 67/39. 

Castell, sb, somer Castells, 44/30. Per- 
haps read * fore C* 
Ceason, sb. season, I4/26, 2I/20. 
Chapelet, sb, chaplet of beads: comp. 

Le chapelet se defile (of people falling 

away), 26/ 1. 
Chase, vh, chose, 68/3. 
Chaunge, vb. t. he chaunged him, 

changed his clothes, 1 78/35. 
Chesse, sh, chess, 10/ 19. 
Chiirtie,«6. affection, I62/7. O.Fr. chiertS. 
Cloos, adj. close, 80/6. 
Condite, pp, conducted, 94/23 > condited, 

94/14: conduyte,v6. conduct, manage, 

9/5 ; pp, 72/9. 
Conduyt, sb. conduct, charge, 7/i2. 
Costeyde, vb. ? directed themselves, as 

mariners did by the coast, 49/i. 
Costeyng, steering, 48/39. ^r* <^otoy€r. 

O.Fr. costeier. 
Credence, sb, credentials, 22/i8, 24/i2, 

98/31. 

p 
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Cure, sb. yn c, careful, ^16/7. 
Cured, pp. cared for, 8/26. 
Currour, sh. scout, 15/9, 21 /26. 
coureur. 



Fr. 



Daies of my lif, all the days of my life, 

1^9/33. 
Damageous, adj. injurious, njig. O.Fr. 

damajos. 
Daimger, sb. haue him . . in d. = have 

him at his mercy, 102/5, I28/31. 
Dedly, adv. in a deadly way, lGy/38. 
Demaunde, vh. it is no d. = it is no 

question, 72/14. 
Departir, sb. departure, 27/37. 
Depnesse, sh. deepness, depth, 41/ 17. 
Despense, sb. expense, 26/21 ; dispence, 

89/33- 
Despurueu, ill off (translated dispur- 

veyed on p. 19), 9/24, 19/ii. Fr. 

de'pmirviii 
Diffended, vb. prevented, 146/ii. 
Vifiened. pp. parted from, IO2/5. 
Diligence, sb. pains, duty, 43/9, ^4- 
Discomfortable, adj. uncomfortable, 31/ 

38. 

Discomfortid, pp. afflicted, 11 /38. Fr. 
d^cmiforte. 

Disherite, pp. deprived of his inherit- 
ance, 1/17. 

Dispende, vb. spend, 101 /23. 

DIspureaunce, sb. dispurveyance, desti- 
tution, hick (of children), 26/34. 

Dispuruaide, adj. dispurveyed, unpro- 
vided, 4/19, 19/9. 

Doket, sb. ducat, six shillings and eight- 
pence, 108/6. 

Doule, sb. dole, grief, 77/37. Fr. deuU. 

Draught, sb. shot, range of a weapon, 
42/30, 44/33. 

DredefuUe, adj. dreadful, full of fear, 
162/24. 

Dressid, pp. prepared, 164/i. 

Dressith, vb. npplieth, turneth, 81 /3. 

Dyamant, sb, diamond, 1 68/19. ^^' 
diamant. 

Elegged, pp. alleged, IOO/22. 
Kmbandon, vb. abandon, 88/13. 
Emploiede, vb. applied to, continued, 

13/40. 
Enclosed, pp. shut up, straitened, 161/ 

II. 
Enewred, pp. inured, hardened, 2/30. 
Enlargissing, sb. enlargement, release, 

102/1. 



Enquerre, sh. enquiry, 63/22. O.Fr. en- 

qiierre. 
Ensured, pp. trained, IO/18. See As-- 

siired. 
Entend, vh. listen to, attend to, 12/i2. 

Fr. entendre. 
Entremete, vh. meddle, 7/3. Fr. s'entre- 

mettre. 
Enlre prise, vh. undertake, 9/io; entre- 

prynse, 4/22, 6/38. 
Erste, adv. noon erste, not sooner, 19/i8. 
Escope, vh. escaped, 46/9, 58 /27. 
Eurous, adj. fortunate, happy, 86/4, 38/ 

26 ; ewrous, 101 /2. Fr. heiireiix. 
Ewred, adj. destined, fortuned, 62/23* 

Feliship, sh. escort, company of troops, 

band, 28/23, 31 /33, 45/6. 
Feuyrer, sh. February, 9/20, 27/37. Fr. 

f^rier. 
Fille, vb. fell, 1 43/40. 
Fleer, sb. fugitive, 149/7. 
Florence, sh. florin (Sicilian florin is 

2s. 6cZ.), 155/19. 
Forerider, sh. advanced rider, 14 /33 ; for- 

rider, 3I/34. 
Fors, no fors = no matter, I7I/27. Fr. 

force. 
Fortniuailed, adj. tired out, 31 /i 9. 
Fote, sh. foot (Proverb), 29/5. 
Fronters, sb. frontiers, 28/32. 
Frussh, sb. burst, I5/27. O.Fr. froisser. 
Fynaunce, sb. ransom (used also in 

Romance of Partenay, 1. 1853), 2O/39, 

93/13,94/6,95/11. 
Fyne, sh. end, 8/17. Fr. fin. 

Gabbid, pp. talked idly, lied, 32/i2. 

Comp. Fr. gaher. 
Golde, sh. gold, I8/24; goold, 13/21. 
Gonne shotte, gunshot, 42/33 > gownes, 

guns, 75/34. 
Grehounde, sb. greyhound, 3O/30. 
Gressith. vh. grazeth, II2/13. 

Half, sb. at the lest h. = at least, 92/26. 
Before * half (92/8), words were pro- 
bably left out by the MS. copyist. 

Hardies, sb. boldness, 23/30. Fr. haidi- 
esse. 

Herbegeour, «6. harbinger, marshal, 178/ 
3; herbeiour, 53/31. 

Hoolde, vh. hold, 51/ 10. 

Hou . . . someuer, howsoever, 8/15. 

Humbles, sb. humblesse, humility, 35/ 

39. 
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Induce, vh. introduce, induct, 2/i6. 
Iiifortnne, sh. misfortune, I/23, ^bjyj. 

Fr. infortnne. 
Journey, sb. battle, fight, 16/31, 82/29. 

Fr. joiirnee, 
lubarde, sb, jeopardy, 78/i3; iubardy, 

169/25. 
lubarde, vb, jeopard, I7I/26. 

L-ibores, sb. labourers, ? 'laborcres,' 97/ 

33, 102/15. 
Large, adj. bountiful, free-handed, 164/ 

15 ; a large half lioure = a full h. h., 

83/27. 
Large, at their = at large, 163/2. 
Lawe, sb. faith, 132/9. 
Leest, adv. least, I7/29. 
Lette, vb. hinder, prevent, 70/i8. 
Leue, sb. leave, haue 1. = have taken 1., 

162/1 1 ; liberty to go, I62/31. 
Leue, vb. leave, 29/27 ; leueth, imp. 

leave off, 119/i6; leue of, leave off, 

119/32. 
Leue, vb. live, 29/28 ; leuyth, liveth, 

11/39. 

Leve, vb. believe, 151/22. 

Loos, sb. praise, I7/23, II7/36. Fr. los. 

Lyuerey, sb, delivery, 53/6. 

Make, sb. mate, 63/8. 

IMale-eiirus, adj. unhappy, unlucky, 60/ 

17. Fr. maUieureuXj 0,¥r. maleureus, 
Malyncolious, adj. melancholy, 79/ 16. 

O.Fr. TT^elait^olieus. 
Maner, sb. manuer (manners), politeness, 
33/8 ; manere, 29/i ; the manere, 36/ 

18. Fr. manikre. 

Marchers, sb. lords of the marches, 6/9. 
IMarches, sb. borders, 6/37, 9/26. 
Mate, adj. niortitied, downcast, 79/22. 

Fr. ynaU. 
Maugre, sb. ill-will, 8I/12, I8O/29. Fr. 

tnangre'y mal gr4. 
]\lette, vb. meet, 179/33; met, 179/34. 
Meyne, sb. attendants, household, 88/7. 

O.Fr. mais7iee, meynd. 
Mischief, sb, mishap, at a m., in evil 

plight, 52/28. O.Fr. meschief, 
M^oorning, vb. mourning, 7/26. 
Moost, adv. most, I3/28, 30. 
Most, vb. nmst, 2I/19. 
Muster, i(6. make his musters (of knights), 

wat<;h his arms, I56/24. 
Mysbeleue, sb. misbelief, heresy, I3/7. 

Navee, sb. navy, 40/ 13* O.Fr. lutvie* 



Neuirles, nevertheless, 66/40, 

Nobl^, nobley, sb. magnificence, dignity, 
68/5, 179/21. 

Non, sb. noon, 92/5. 

Nounpareil, nonpareil, matchless, 66/28. 

Noweil, cry (Nowell is also used by 
Chaucer), 192/23. Fr. cHer noely cry 
Christmas (used for a wished-for 
thing), and much like * Hunah.' 

Obeisaunce, sb, obedience, 4/22. 

Of, adv. off, 2/36, 53/2. 

Of, prep, for, like Fr. de, 86/33. 

On, prep, used like Fr. sur, conquer 

on . . ., 72/11. 
Ordeyned, pp, cared, prescribed for, 

looked to, 19/12. 
Othe, vb. swear, I68/2. 
Ouirthrewe, vh. was overthrown, I6/18. 

See also Cmiqiiest of Irdaiid, 62/21. 
Out, vb, get out, 6/22. 

Fame, sb, tennis, 87/25. Fr. paume. 
Party, sb, game, match, 67/7. Fr. paHie, 

tenir la partie. 
Pavis, sb. pi. large shields for covering 

body, 62/12. Fr. pavois. 
Peas, sb, peace, 4/3 ; pees, I/7. O.Fr. 

pais, 
Ptiisaunt, adj, weighty, 26/8. Fr. pemnt, 
Perdicion, sb, destruction, 68/32. 
Perdurable, adj, everlasting, eternal, 7/ 

32. Fr. perdurable, 
Peyne, sb. pain, trouble, work, 69/7, 
Pleasir, sb. pleasure, 6/6, I7/33. Fr. 

plaisir. 
Point, sb, break, 69/28, 67/ 1 3. Fr. point 

du jour. 
Poo, sb, peacock, 136/5, ^tc. 
Premeuer, sb, promoter, 6/38. 
Purceuantes, «6. pursuivants, 32/28. 

Recomfort, sb, comfort, II/28. 
Recomfort, vh. comfort, 12/8. 
Recouerir, sh. recovery, 84/39, 86/13, 
Recoured, pp. recovered, 22/22. 
Recured, pp. recovered, made their way 

back, 124/29. 
Rcdeles, adj. senseless, 7O/30. 
Reise, vb. raise, levy, 9I/14. 
Renay, vb, deny, IO2/14 ; rennaye, 168/ 

22. Fr. reiiier, Lat. renegare, 
Renome, renone, sb. renown, 4/i, 169/22. 

Fr. renon, 
Renomee, sb, renown, 98/25. Fr. r*- 
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Rescous, sb, rescue, 125/23; rescouse, 
125/5; rescuse, 46/i, 69/;. O.Fr. 
rescousse. 

Resort, vh. retire, 157/i5; resorted, re- 
turned, 76/28. 

Ressplendisshed, vh, int, glittered, 123/8. 
Fr. respLendir. 

Retoumed, vh. t turned, I6/16. Fr. re- 
touriier, 

Roode, t?6. rode, 75/33. 

Roiight, vh. recked, l65/i2. 

Russet, vh. ? rushed, 6O/10. 

Ryuage, sb, beach, shore, 40/i6. Fr. 
rivage. 

Sftd, adj. sober, 24/ 18. 

Sacred, pp. consecrated, 86/36. Fr. 

sacre. 
Salowed, vh. saluted, IO4/36. Fr. aaliver, 
SaufiEcondite, sh. safe conduct, 93/40. 

Fr. saufconduit. 
Saute, sh. assault, 52/12. 
Sawe, prep, save, except, 87/25. 
Scutes, sh. florins (see p. 72), 71 /14. 

Fr. ^it, so called from the shield of 

arms on it. Here it is the small dcii, 

or half-crown. 
Serpentyne, sb. serpentine, gun with 

bore of 1^ inches, 4O/38. 
Showre, sb. storm, tempest, shower, 131/ 

II. 
Somer, sb. sumpter, 53/39. F^- sormrder. 
Sowde, vh. pay, 4/27. Fr. souder. 
Sowne, sh. swoon, 11 /24. 
Spense, sh. expense, I22/14. 
Spore, vh. spur, 49/15. 
Spradde, pp. spread, 38/8. 
Sprynge, sb. spring of day, like pointy 

140/36. 
Stale, vh. stole, 152/25. 
Steeme, sh. helm, 60/ 10. 
SufEsed, pp. contented, 8/38. 
Surely, adv. in safety, 177/6. 
Surmountour, 56. surpasser, exceller, 

177/9. 
Surnome, pp. surnamed, 3G/39. ^*'' *^*^" 

nomme. 
Surtee, sb. affidavit, treaty, 107/ 40, Fr. 

surete. 
Swone, sh. swoon, 39/25. 
Sy, vh. saw, I5/34. 

Taberyne, «6. tabor, 4O/24. O.Fr. to- 

bourin. 
Tain, num. adj. one, 14/3 1. 



Tok\ee,pp. tackled, rigged, 81 /32. 

Taried, vh. detained, IO/27. 

Than, conj. by than = by when, by the 

time that, 68/27, 152/ 15. 
There as = where, 13/ 19. See Where as. 
Titinges, sh. ? thinges, tilings, IO9/39. 
To. prep, on board ; to shippe = asiiip, 

39/37. 
Toppis, sh. tops (of the masts), 44/3o. 

To-scrag, pp. scratched, I3O/9. 

Touchid, vh. t. to, touched, 25/22. 

Tough, conj. though (note pronuncia- 
tion), 11/14. 

Trapoures, sb. trappings, 185/ 10. Fr. 
trappure. 

Treter, sh. traitor, 18/ 13. 

Trist, adj. sad, 26/36. Fr. triste. 

Trussid, pp. packed, 1 68/28. O.Fr. 
trosser, tarser. 

Vacche, sh. watch, 74/39. 
Valet, sb. servant, 30/26. 
Vesselt, sb. pi. vessels, 63/35. 
Vigours, adj. vigorous, 20/i 5. 
Vndrowned, pp. unsunk, 42/34. 
Vnsayne, pp. unseen, 1 66/21. 
Vntolde, vh. did not tell, left untold, 

174/30. 
Vp, adv. they founde vp, 53/24. Comp. 

hunt up. 
Vred, pp. well ured = fortunate, happy, 

145/15. 
Vrous, adj. happy, I8I/14. 

Wacche, sh. the belle of the wacche, 
123/3. Comp, Tov KwSwvot: vaptviX' 
OsvroCi Time. iv. 135. London Watch- 
men also carried bells. 

Warte, sh. ward, warder, I4/32. 

Weeles, sb. weals, goodnesses, I33/32 ; 
weelis, 33/3 J wele, 36/24 > weles, 
prosperities, 24/21. 

Wery, vb. were, I5.S/3. 

What-som-euer, whatsoever, 27/24. 

Where as = where, I4/29. 

Where-someuir, wheresoever, 64/40. 

Wided, pp. voided, departed, 88/1 1, 

Wilke, vb. walked, 47/19. 

Wite, vh. know, I2/24, 1 68/34. 

Withhelde, vb. retained, 22/31. 

Yelde, vb. repay, requite, 37/7. 
Yen, sb. eyen, eyes, 79/40. 
Yngoodly, adj. excellent, I74/23. 
Yolden, pp. yielded, I76/38. 
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Albors, King of Spain, weds his daugh- 
ter to the King of Sicily, 3. 

Alfour, King of Sicily, marries Princess 
Sybil of Spain, daughter of King Al- 
bors, 3 ; has a daughter, lolante, 3 ; 
seeks help against the Turks, 4 ; gets 
no help, 5 ; is joined by Ferant and 
Piince Philip, 14; hears of capture 
of Ferabras, 21 f Ferabras is handed 
over to him, 33; Prince Philip pre- 
sented to hira, 34 ; the French, Eng- 
lish, and Scotch expedition reach 
Gaeta, 40 ; he is complained of by his 
allies, 54, who suffer loss by a storm, 
59 ; holds a Council about the loss of 
the allies at sea, 66 ; goes to Naples, 
68 ; proposals for ransom of Ferabras 
laid before him, 94 ; resolves to con- 
sult Ferant about it, 95 ; welcomes 
Prince Philip and Prince David at 
Court, 108 ; plans defence of Naples 
against the Turks, 120, 121 ; gives his 
officers a banquet, 132 ; recaptures 
his towns, 145, 152 ; is made Em- 
peror, 146 ; refuses to let Orcays be 
ransomed, 148 ; consults his Council 
on marriage of lolante, 153 ; holds a 
preliminary Tourney on her account, 
156, and proclaims final one, 158 ; 
goes to Milan to be crowned, and to 
Rome, 163; welcomes King Hum- 
phrey, 181 ; holds the Tourney, 188; 
agrees to help the Sultan, 197 ; visits 
England, 204 ; visits Scotland, 204 ; 
his death, 206. 

Baltasar, a mercenary, a knight of the 

Sultan's, 42. 
Brunswick, Frederick, Duke of, 146. 
Burgundy, Duke of, is made regent of 



France, 86 ; talks with Philip, 166 ; 
intends personating Philip at the 
Toumey, 168; goes to Naples, 182 ; 
is met by the Emperor, 185 ; refuses 
Orcays' sister, 197, 206. 
Bussaunt, Earl of (? Buchan), saved 
from shipwreck, 63. 

Capletrent, 122. Cape (or Point) Tri- 
onto, on the coast of Italy, extending 
into thd Gulf of Taranto. Lat. bd^ 
35' N.; long. 16« 50' E. 

Charles, King of France, marries a 
dau2:hter of the King of Naueme 
(? Navarre), 1 ; they have a son, 1 ; 
is urged by his son to help the King 
of Sicily, 5; he declines, 5-7; finds 
his son is departed, 11 ; his ships at 
Gaeta, 43 ; reproaches himself, 65. 

Constable of France, 43 ; his fate un- 
known, 63. 

David, Prince of Scotland, heads the 
Scotch troo'i s, 27 ; holds a Council, 
46; is shipwrecked, 60, and taken, 
61 ; saved by his captor, and re- 
leased, 62 ; goes to Size, 72 ; joins in 
the sally, 76 ; captures his captor, 
Prince Orcays, 76, and sets him free, 
77 ; his rashness, 99 ; goes to the 
Neapolitan Court, 108; relates his 
adventures, 133 ; goes to see lolante, 
151 ; does well at the Toumey, 157 ; 
goes home, 163 ; his arrival, 175 ; 
succeeds his father, 177 ; returns to 
Sicily, 178 ; returns home, 201 ; his 
m^rriftg*. 204. 

Douglas, Earl, of Scotland, 39; ship- 
wrecked, 60; slain, 61, 133. 

Dover, 203. 
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En*^land, King of, promises help to the 
Sicilians, 24 ; prepares his forces, 38 ; 
laments his loss, 65 ; sorrows for his 
80Q*8 departure for Sicily, 84 ; mourns 
his son as dead, 86 ; dies, 175. See 
Humphrey, 

Ferabras, King of Persia, brother to 
the Sultan, with him subdues half 
Sicily, 13 ; is at Fondi, 14 ; is captured 
by Prince Philip in a skirmish, 16 ; 
desires to see his captor, 18, 20 ; is 
handed over to King of Sicily, 33 ; 
proposals for his ransom laid before 
the King, 94 ; a Council held thereon, 
101 ; Turkish knights visit him in 
prison, 104 ; is enlarged for a time, 
106 ; reaches the Sultan, 107 ; sends 
Prince Humphrey to Prince Philip, 
113 ; Sultan apologizes to him, 115 ; 
goes to Persia about his ransom, 116 ; 
terms of his ransom, 155. 

Ferant, a Sicilian knight, King Alfour's 
Seneschal, is sent to Spain to ask 
help, 13; leaves Toledo with Prince 
Philip, 13 ; reaches Sicily, 14 ; is 
rescued b}' Philip, 16 ; visits him, 19 ; 
reports Ferabras's capture to the 
king, 21 ; his troops attacked by 
troops of King Ferabras of Persia, 
30 ; commands garrison of Size with 
Philip, 68 ; Prince David of Scotland 
joins him, 72 ; sallies out of Size, 75 ; 
resolves on a sortie, 96 ; blames Phi- 
lip and David for rashness, 99 ; holds 
a Council to advise King of Sicily, 
100 ; is welcomed at Court, 108 ; 
takes the three Princes to the Km- 
peror, 151 ; is sorry at their departure, 
161. 

Fosses, a town four miles from Gaeta, 
51 ; is captured from the Turks, 53. 

Found ey (Fondi), a towu near Gaeta, 
in kingdom of Two Sicilies, is held by 
the Turks, 14; Scotch spies come 
near it, 47. 

France, ^ing of, Charles, weds a Prin- 
cess of Nauerne (? Navarre), 1 ; ob- 
jects to help Sicily, 5 ; is against his 
son's departure, 7; mourns at his 
departure, 11 ; agrees to help Sicily, 
24 ; prepares his forces, 38 ; recalls 
them after the shipwreck, 63; his 
death, 86. See FhUip, 

Gayette, Gaeta, occupied by the Sultan, 



and the Christian fleet anchor there, 
40 ; Turks repel the Christians, 45 ; 
the fleet leaves it, 56 ; is recaptured 
from the Turks, 147. 

Humphrey, Prince, of England, 78; 
wishes to help Sicily, 81 ; starts, 83; 
is captured, 85; is let out of prison, 
110 ; the Sultan wants to drown him, 
111; King Ferabras sends him to 
Prince Philip, 113; joins the other 
Princes, 117 ; tells of his release, 134 ; 
is taken to the Neapolitan Court, 151 ; 
at the Tourney, 157 ; goes home, 
163; is told of his father's illness, 
170 ; goes to his fathei**8 death-bed. 
173 ; is crowned king, 175 ; makes 
ready for the Tourney, 175; is wel- 
comed back at Naples, 181 ; second 
at the final Tournament, 195 ; marries 
Orcays' sister, 200 ; returns home, 
201; his sisters marry the Sultan and 
the King of Scotland, 204 ; returns 
from Scotland, 205. 

lolante, daughter of the King of Sicily, 
3 ; desires to see Prince Philip, 23 ; 
Philip falls in love with her, 37 ; she 
loves him secretly, 109 ; the three 
Princes go to visit her, 151 ; her 
marriage pondered, 153; a three days' 
Tourney is to decide it, 154 ; the pre- 
liminary Tourney, 156 ; tlie grand 
Tourney proclaimed, 158 ; is told 
that Philip will win her in the Tour- 
ney, 190; meets Philip, 193; dances 
with him, 194 ; her marriage, 196 ; 
welcomed in France as queen, 202 ; 
goes to England, 203. 

Le toure de Gretus, a port near Gaeta, 

56. 
London, 171, 203. 
Luby (V Lybia), King of, 145. 

Millayne (Milan), 163. 

Naples, the King of the Two Sicilies 
goes there, 67, 68 ; Turkish messen- 
gers arrive there, 94 ; Neapolitan 
Court, 108; the Sultan resolves to 
besiege it, 120 ; the king arranges the 
defence, 121 ; the siege, 123 ; Ferant 
sets a gallows up on the walls, to 
hang Orcays, 127 ; a grand banquet 
there, 132 ; the Turks do not succeed, 
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137 ; tlie siege raised, 140 ; the Sul- 
t!in killed before it, 142; Council 
held there, 153 ; preliminnry Tourna- 
ment to decide about lolante's mar- 
riage, 156 ; adorned for final Tourne}', 
185. 

Nauerne (? Navarre), 1. 

Oliver. Ferant's brother, is captain at 
Taprey, 14, 29, 49, 61. 

Orcays, son of ilie Great Turk, takes 
Prince David of Scotland, and sets 
him free again, 61, 62 ; sends him to 
his friends, 71 ; is captured by Prince 
David, 76 ; released by him, 77 ; is 
captured again, 125 ; gallows pre- 
pared for him, 127; at the banquet, 
132 ; tells his history, 135 ; vows to 
give hack his father's conquests, 136 ; 
in love with lolante, 137 ; the Turks 
wish to ransom him, 149 ; his ransom 
advised, 153; terms of it, 155 ; is at 
the Tourney, 157; his departure, 159 ; 
wants lolante, 164; his return to 
Sicily, as Sultan, 179 ; offers to turn 
Christian, 180; turns Christian, and 
takes name of Charles, 187 ; goes to 
England, 201 ; marries a sister of 
David of Scotland, 204 ; returns to 
Turkey, 205 ; his widow returns to 
England, 207. 

Paris, 9, 12. 

Peacock, used to swear by, 136. 

Persia. See Ferabras. 

Philip, son of Charles, King of France, 
is born, 1 ; is christenfd, 2 ; urges 
his father to help the King of Sicil}', 
5 ; is grieved at refusal, 7 ; resolves 
to go to Sicily, 9 ; leaves Paris, and 
changes his name, 9 ; goes to Toledo 
and falls sick, 10 ; starts from Toledo 
with Ferant, 13 ; reaches Sicily, 14 ; 
tights his first skirmish, 15 ; captures 
King Ferabras, 16 ; the Sicilian ladies 
are anxious to see him, 23 ; is ordered 
to Sicily, 28 ; retakes King Ferabras, 
31 ; pledges his faith to Ferant, 35 ; 
falls in love with Tohinte, 37 ; com- 
mands garrison of Size with Ferant, 
68 ; is at the Council on ransoming 
of Ferabras, 101 ; advises Cliristian 
captives to be freed, 102 ; is wel- 
comed at Neapolitan Court with Fe- 
rant and David of Scotland, 108 ; is 



joined by Prince Humphrey of Eng- 
land, 117; is captured by the Turks, 
124 ; the Sultan resolves to hang 
him, 126; is rescued, 129 ; helps to 
take Gaeta, 146 ; lolante sorrows for 
his supposed death, 150 ; is taken by 
Ferant to her, 151 ; does best of all 
at the preliminary Tourney, 157 ; re- 
solves to return home, 159 ; returns, 
163 ; talks with his uncle, 166 ; re- 
turns to Naples, 182 ; acts as his 
uncle's squire, 184 ; his supposed ab- 
sence lamented, 187 ; does best at the 
Tournament, 189, etc. ; the Emperor 
embraces him, 192 ; is taken to see 
lolante, 193 ; accepts her, and is 
married, 196 ; his welcome in France, 
202 ; goes to England, 203 ; returns 
home, 205 ; succeeds to throne of 
Sicily, 206. 
Port Dean, in Scotland, 39. 

Rome, 163. 

Scluse, Sluys, 206. 

Scotland : the king refuses to help Sicily, 
6 ; the Estates advise him to do so, 
25 ; Prince David heads expedition, 
27 ; the king makes joint preparations 
with France and England, 38 ; the 
joint fleet reaches Gaeta, 40; is re- 
pulsed, 45 ; Scotch spies sent out, 
47 ; losses in the Scotch fleet, 63 ; 
grief of the king, 65 ; his death, 177. 
See David. 

Shipwreck of vessels of the allied fleet, 
59, 63. 

Sicily, i. e. the Two Sicilies, passim. 

Size, Sessa, a town near Gaeta, a garri- 
son left there, 67 ; the Turks resolve 
to lay siege to it, 69 ; Prince David 
goes there, 73 ; Prince Orcays cap- 
tured in a sally, 75, 76 ; daily sallies, 
87; the Turks think of raising the 
siege, 89 ; a sortie resolved on, 96 ; 
success of it, 98. 

Spain, King of, asked to help Sicily, 13 ; 
will give no help, 66. See Albors. 

Sultan (the Grand Turk), subdues half 
Sicily, 13 ; opposes the landing at 
Gaeta, 40 ; calls a Council, 42 ; de- 
tains Prince David, 62; resolves to 
besiege Size, 69 ; goes to see the en- 
campment, 75 ; calls a Council about 
the siege, 88 ; wishes a truce, 103, 
and settles it,. 107 ; leaves garrisons 
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in Sicily, 109 ; wants to kill Prince 
Humphrey, 112; apologizes to King 
Ferabras, 116 ; appeals to his subr 
jects for help, 119 ; resolves to be- 
siege Naples, 120; wishes to hang 
Prince Philip, 127 ; sees the siege is 
useless, 137 ; holds another Council, 

' 138 ; is killed before Naples, 142. 

Sybil, the King of Spain's daughter, 
marries King Alfour of Sicily, 3. 

Talpoir, same as Tuprey, 21, 22. 
Taprey, a town in the kingdom of the 

Two Sicilies, near Gaeta, 14, 16 ; called 

Tapyr, 47 ; still held by Oliver, 48, 

61. 
Toledo. See Tovdette, 
Tournament, preliminary, to decide 

about marriage of lolante, 164, 166 ; 

the tield for the tinal one is settled, 



187, 188 ; King Philip's side wins, 
189, 191, 196 ; the party disperses, 
201. 

Towlette, Toledo in Spain, is reached 
by Prince Philip, 10 ; he lies sick 
there, 12, 22, 206. 

Turks make war against Sicily, 4 ; re- 
pulse the Christian fleet at Gaeta, 
46 ; besiege Size, 69 ; make a year's 
truce, 107 ; besiege Naples, 123 ; 
blame tlieir Sultan, 139 ; defeated 
before Naples, 142 ; are downcast, 
149 ; make a three years' truce, 166. 
See Sultan. 

Warwick, Earl of, welcomes Prince 
Humphrey on part of King of Eng- 
land, 171, 172. 

Warwick, son of the Earl of, reproaches 
Prince Humphrey, 79, 82. 



t/i/r. 
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